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WOMAN'S SPHERE,

How vast, how almost limitless is the sphere
of influence committed to woman by her Creator !
‘I'he present life is but tho beginning of its course ;
etermty and untmortality can alone reveal ns full
extent. Ilome is the centre of that sphere, the
utmost verge of being its circunferenco.  tHome
is the throne from whence tho voico of conjugal
affection and maternal love sends forth man-
dates that are oboyed beyond the seas. A
wife, a mother ! the mistreas of a houschold !
what a responsibility is hers!

Ah ! sho whoso province is a quiet home,
Within her hands doth hold thie destiny
Of all who draw around the festive board,
Or pass long hours amid tho atmosphero
Which doth pervade her special reahin,

Strange that the minutii of daily demestic life,
tho petty cares, the numberless, cver-recurring
annoyances, and even the right or wrong per-
toraaace of kitchen drudgery, should have an
finportant bearing upan the present happiness and
future destiny of the immortal mind, Yetso it
iz, and so close and intimate is the connection
between the bady and mind, that a neatly spread
table aud simple well-cooked food give a senso
of comfurt, and refine and elevate the social
affections to an extent which is not perhaps
sufliciently appreciated by those who despiso
domestic drudgory.

\While it istrue that a woman, however well
educated and intelligent, who is not equally well
versed in practical housekeeping, loscs in 2 inea-
suro her own sclf-respect, and in some degreo
hier influence for good over her husband and
children, it is also cqually certain that no woman
should be exclusively devoted to domestic affairs,
1t is right, nay it i3 an imperative duty to devote
a portion of her time to menial culture, for the
sake of her family, for her own sake, and for ithe
sake of the social circle of which she forms a
part,
1t iz gencraliy admitted that the mothers of
our great men have done more to form their
character than tho fathers, and wo think 1t not
00 much tvo to add, that woman has more to
dn in tho world's reform than man., JBut it
must be done in the way that God has appointed.
Waman rules tho wotld now.  IHer empire is the
affections. Endowed by her Creator with finer
scnsshilities, wmoroe constant in her attachment,
and possessing more fortitudo and perscverance
than an. the power is already hers.  The only
reacon that all abuses in society are vot corrected,
is because she is not awate of her areat influence
aad stiil greater responsibility. Women, cepeci-
ally Amierican wouien, need 10 be more thor-
oughly educated.  Let the fiue pawers of mind
which God has given,be so culiivated, that the
mother shall be able to give to the son his first
and most indclible impressions of the beauty and
valuo of an uncorrupt government and of frco
institntions, and our country is for ever safe.
Let her be qualified, well qualified to sustain her
part in conversation with her husband and_other
intclligent persons, on imponnn} subjecta in 3hc
presenca of her children; not in a dictatorial,
unladg-hike manaer, but in the spiritof meekness,
Let the arts and sciences, the improvements of
the age, and the great changes atnong the nations
of the carth, bo the themes of rational conversa-
tion in the family, and the children who helicve
that no being in the whole warld is as good as
their awn mnther, will demonstrate the power
of that mother’s influcnce in after life.

The sphere of woman's influence is by no
means contined to the domestic circle. Here,
she has oxclusivo coatrol, nt the whole world
fecls hicr moral power. The devotion of the
heathien women, degraded and coslaved as they
are, is the principal cause of the perpetuity of
idolauy. foin the Christian world. How long
would Popery exist, if the minds of the women
who profess that faith were enlightened and

arrayed agamnst it?  In the infancy of our own
country, the influence of hieroic women did much
to gain for us our national freedom. It was
Washington's mather who mado him the hero in
war, as weil as i peaco.

Aond now, in these “latter days,” tho best
Cliristians and philanthropists well understand,
that, to give prosperity and porpetuity to any
benevolent object, tho sympathies and the ap-
proval of woman must be oltained. ‘Pako away
her cfforts and influence from our smissionary
enterprises and bonevolent inatitutions, and how
long would they hve?

Woman's sphere is not large onough, when it
ombraces every unfortunate, unhappy member of
the human family! Not enovgh for her to do,
when she is a Heaven-commissioned angel of
mercy to man in his miscrable fallen state ; and
tho bright star on which his fondest hopes are
fixed, to which his eye nstinctively turas in the
glad day-.spring of prosperity, and whose undim.
med light in the dark night of adversity guides
him sweetly to the haven of rest!

‘They are not true to themselves, who seek to
leave their appropriate work amid “the gentle
charities of hfe,” for the bustle and turmoil of
party, the publicity of the rostrum, or any of
those sphercs of action which would in any
wise detract from the retiring loveliness of the
female character.

To be lovely and gentle, docs not by any
means imply 1hat fashionable, sickly sensibility
which will sigh and weep over the pages of a
novel, yet withholds aid and sympathy from tho
suflering, lest those delicate nerces be shocked.
But it means a full development of all the nabler
feelings of woman’s nature, a shrinking from
unnccessary publicity, yet an uashkrinking per-
Sformance of duty everywhere.

At the bedside of the sick and dying a true
woman finds an appropriate place. Non= like
her can smooth the dying pillow, none like her
cansooth the agony of the soul, as in gentle tores
sho pointsto *“ the Lamb of God who taketh away
the sins of tho world.”

Surely no woman, who comprehends her re-
spons:bility, would dare to fling aside these
precious gifis of her Creater, and attempt to fet.
ter the Heaven-umplanted aspirationsot a mind
beiter capacitated for the cmployments that an-
gels love, than for the debasing bickering of
political life, or the fierce comb: tings for wealth
and power, which are moro in ascordance with
man's rugged npature.

No! rather let man aad woman cach pursue
the course which the All-wise has apponted, ull,
in the glonous consummation of all things, 13
seen the beautful hammony of cvery arrange-
meat, a3 well in the moral as in the natural
w rid,

‘I'hen wiil woman's sphere be found akin 1o
the mimstry of angels, and they who, as butter-
flies, are sporting on tho breatl: of adulation, and
they who seck to grasp the remms of power, will
alike blush, that they no better understond their
Heaveasappointed mission.—Correspoadent of
Indcpendent.
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SELECTIONS FOR CHILDREN,
1.—THOMAS LENNOT.

Long ago there was a learned Englishman
named Thomas Lennot.  He was reading a book
which, in his day, was littlo known, namely, the
New Testament.  \When he came 1o the * Ser-
non on the Mount,” in Matthew v, and vi,, and
vii, ho was amazed, finding onr Lord there
cajoining duties which flesh and blood thini:
strange, aud seck 1o avoid.

1{o read shere, * Love your encmiies, bless
thiem that curse you, do 2oad to them that hate
you, and pray for them which despitefully nee vou,
and prisccute you; that yemay be the children
ot your Faither which is in heaven” The sim-
ple-hearted man was liko one thunderstruck, and
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broke out into this oxclamation, * O Jesus, eithor
this i3 not thy gospel, or wo are not Chrstians

Let us, as well as ‘I'homas Lennot, read the
Secriptures, and atiend as we read.  We find it
written, * He that lovoth father or mother more
than me is not worthy of me”*—(Mutt, x. 37.)
We read agam, * If any man will comne aftor o,
let him deny himselt, and take up his cross daily,
and follow me.”—(Luke ix.23.)  Young people,
what do you say to these words? Are you
Chast’s, or aro you not 1 Do you love fathor or
mother more than him? Do you indulge your-
selves, and scek to enjoy the world, and dislike
to take up tho cross? ‘I'hen, cither theso aro
not the words of Christ, or you are not Christians,

Read again, “ Gad loveth a cheerful giver’—
(2 Cor. ix. 7.) “ Whoso hath this world’s good,
and sceth his brother have need, and shutteth up
his bowels of compassion from him, liow dwelleth
the lovo of God in him 1"—(1 Johniii. 17.)
Think of millions upon millions of unsaved souls,
and think upon what you omit doing tor them,
though in your power, and can you help exclaim-
ing, ** O Jesus, cither this is not thy gospel, or
we are not Christians I

Let Thomas Lennot’s words sink deoply into
your heants.—Free Church Children's Missions
ary Record,

11.—“SEr ON FIRE OF urLL.”

So spake the apostle James of an nngodly
tongue.  But evil words proceed from an evil
heart. Surely then it must be e of such &
heart, that it 100 * is set on fire of hell.”

\What a picture this presents of tho unrenewed
heart !

1. Ittells of ils likeness to Satan, the prince
of Hell. Mr. Howitson once said that he knew
of nothing that showed so much how like a sia-
ner’s heart is to the devil, as that, when ho is
tempted, he cannot tell whether the temptation
is from Satan or from himself, Surely, then,
theso cvil passions which burn in your breast, O
Christless Loy or girl ¢ make you a child of the
evil one, for they aro ¢ set on firo of hell.”

2. Ittells of the malignity of the unrencroed
heart.  You think of hell as of a place where
wickedness is at its height.  And you think
rightly. Tisinhabitants blaspheme God day and
night.  But, dear young friend, this should make
you tremble, for there Yurns in your breast a
;]a.lrf of the samo kind. * It i3 'set on firc of
1e!l.

3. It tellg of the hopelessness of all the sinner’s
effurts Lo subdue his corruption. Could you, do
you think, quench by your fecblo arm, the flames
of the bottomless pit? Oh no! So also. the
fire of your sinful lusis is hke that at which it is
lighted—unquenchablz—by you at least. Per-
haps you have been :hinking it would be casicr
by and by to turn from your sinz.  Ab, little do
you think that sin is not a fire that ever burns
out. It feeds upon itself, and thus it burns
stronger day by day. ¢ It isset on firo of hell.”

4. Ittells of @ power that can subdue your
corruption, Ho who lighted tho flames of the
burning lake has power to quench them. 1Tad
he pleased, ho might have devised 2 way of da-
ing so. He alone could. And so he, and he
alone, is able to quench these flames in your
young hearis—theso evil passions which are
lighted at tho unquenchablo fire. Oh, flee to
him,thea! Tt isvainto hupe for deliverance in
any other way—Jbid.

MONEYS RECEIVED UP TO FEB'Y 22,
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Galt.. . Gl 0 0
Galt, Female Association. 295 00
Metis vovceniiccceic oo .2 00
Rev. W. Macalisier.. 010 0
Ivnox’s Church, Hamiltoa . 9 3
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