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The state of public solicîtudo ie aiea indicated by the asixiety of
Herod at the birth of Jesus, and je stili furth'.r iiiustrated by the
multitude, who thronged to John, anti, enys the Evangelist, "1ail the
people mused in their hearts whether hoe werc the Chlrist or not"' The
coniing of the -'. .ssiah diecovered wlio among the chljdren of israel
were controlled by human passion, or actuated by a spiu-it of devotion
to truth and righteousnees. As hie predicted, the former FELL On
this foundati 'on stone, tried and precieus, and were broken; whlie
the-latter were iBuiLT îw- a epiritual bouse to offer acceptable sacriflce
te God.

.The number of those to wbom he was the occasion of falling. was
thé nuniber who rejecteEl hîm and hie pretensions; which comprised
the Jewish nation "len masse ;" for lie came te Il bis own" people ansd
"h is own recoived himi not ;" and because they rejected iîim. God rejecZ
ea them from beîng bis peculiar people. The prinicipal circumetatice
that led to the rejection of the bfessiah. was tii. NATURE Pf the univer-
ual expoctation of the nation.-After bebolding bis miracles of feedinig
multitudes with a few loaves and sinali fishes, they irn:îgiiied lie could
easily maintain an army, become their tenmporal deliverer. and restore
the, kiugdomi te its, former splendor of royalty But wlien tbey begaîi
to show some proof of nttachment and dévotion to him. smre marks of
humility afid peaceful disposition appeared, whiciî turîîed tue whoie
current of their feelings againet hint. Hence when appreiiended. tbey,
who had .before followed bim with acch(matioîis ilîto Jérusalem, ïîow
follow liim te »te inount of crucifixion with insuit, cryitng, IlCrucify

in, crucify hum."l 1;Extreme in love and bate,» those once hie frieude
and admirere, now become his ipost. bitter enemies and persecutors

It je te be kept in mind that the.pereunal relations, and worldly
circûmstances of the Saviour, did, net produce this revulsion of feeling,
biut the bocraIUE Wiich hoe taUght-tie DOCTRVNE committed ta the
aposties, and by thora t us. The truthe of the gospel were te priim,
that separated the good fromn the bad-: "he power that raieed soue
"4mortais to the skies, and drew othere down.33

The gospel thon was a perfect inirror oftbe soul to the Jews.by wlîich
w. mai seo. what nianner of spirit they were of, atid from whieli we
inay deteet the moral lineaments of our character, and by wliieiî MIie
tboughts cf many bearte are revealied.
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- THE PRESS-WAINFLEF 1RSOLU¶'IONS.
TO THE BRETHREN IN CANADA.

It is a truth perbapa universally admitted that the press is a powez-
fui and éfficient auxiliary ie support cf a cause, whetber it b. good
or bad-tbat it can.be exerted lu the promotion of peace and happiuess
or confusion and misery.

Iitholdiae.mination of the principles of ohriîtianity and the. fuinther-
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