THE CHRISTIAN BANNEIR. 1m

Lp. Tam nct willing to make any such admission either ; but Tam
willing to admit, that having the subject of uniun foreed upon my at-
tention, and having leisure to read upon the subject, and give ita tho-
rough examination, I have scen the evils of division more ¢!carly than
cever before.

I'ap.  Br ther E. has expressed my mind pretty fully.  Having my
salary withdrawn, my pastoral labers being suspended, affording me
abundant opportunity to examine the whole premises, I have been led
to sce things that I never thought of. I felt this at the close of eir
last mecting, and consequently expressed mysclf favorable to union.

Chr. Brcthren, T have attended the prayer-meetings of the private
members of our churches, and I am sorry you could not have all been
present to huve seen the love, picty, and zeal manifested at these meet-
ings. T am sorry that you were not present to hcar then. pray for us,
in these deliberations, that, we might agree upen the scriptural
basis for union, unite upon it, and enter into the great work of convert-
the world to the ¢ one Lord, one faith and one baptism,” fornuwrly de-
livered to the saints!  They are already wnited, and determined never
to be separated again, in this world or the world to come.

Dres.  Isuppose they arc making a great show, in repudiating all
ministerial authority !

Bap. I was present at their meeting, a few evenings since, and
from remarks in several spirited exhortations, I gathered that they do
not repudiate all ministerial authority. They say, that they repudiate
our authority, hecause it conflicts with the authority of Christ, and the
authority of his apostles.

They insist that Christ and the apostles required them to be one—to
be perfectly joined together, in the same mind and in the same judg-
ment, and that there be no division among them, and that we interpose
our authority, and prohibit them from being one; and, consequently,
that they were compelled to repudiate our authority, or the authority
of Christ and his apostles. 'They prefer repudiating our authority, and
bowing to the authority of Christ. .

DPres.  And did you listen to such an imputation and make no
reply ?

Bap. 1 did, for I knew of no reply that could be made. I could
not deny that Christ and the apostles required them to be cne, and
that they were willing to yield to the requirement. On the other hand




