pit [TOATS

oo ction to which the tables have been
osht,  In speaking of _thu table, ?l courso,
ts appliauces ure consxduro.d. Fora time
egawe bad to contend against the pre-
s dces of the people, but it gradually, and
2115 own meritd, beenno recognized as the
st popular in-door amusement o the 8ge,
ard, breaking down the bar.ncrs of fanatical
oppesitions worked its way into the homes of
ur best citizens, the public salons, the re-
crestion roows of leading educational insti-
tations, and tho gymuasia of the Y. M. C. A,,

M iihe Mechanics' Institutes. Now and
g’tfgn, cven at this late day, in somo localities

where the benign influence of the civilization
of the nincteenth century does not appoar to
pare penetrated, we heer of opposition being
offered to the introduction of the gamo of
Lisards 3 but ne travel is becoming more
general, and advanced ideas of liberality are

+he nossession of the public mind, it must
?cchegalrily be only a short time beforo_t}xo
ame will be as welcome iu  these localities
g5 1t is now objected to. L
Tue gawe is of great antiquity, but tho
(stles aud nccopauuments ol even a few
cars ago compare very unfavorably with the
manufacture of to-day. The invention of or
the discovery of the use of tho Dilliard tip
aused a completo revolution in the game,
The discovery i8, by some, imputed to a
Freuch player named Mingot, about the
ommencement of the preseut century. It
s sud that the late Wm. Lake was the first
nsn to put a leather tip on a cuein America.
With the introduction of the tip cume the
draw shiot, which was considered a mar vel-
Joas movement of the balls, indeed much
more 50 thun the masse (which is a higher
dcvelopment ot thie ** draw,”) is looked upon
row. Previous to this improvement on the
tae, the strokes were all plain carems and
follow shots, so the tip may also be consid-
ered the parent of the side or ** English ”
droke. ‘Uhe early tables wero gigantic af-
fairs in size, and even now the English use a
nuch larger standard then the French or
the Americans. The cushions were the next
eat improvement in the construction of the
table. It will be quite within the memory
of some of our Canadian players when many
of the cushions were mado simply of pieces
of cloth nailed or tacked together, and then
tut out into proper shape. The first advance
in this dircetion was the nse of tubular rub-
ber, which was considered to be the extreme
«timprovement in thisdirection. Howover,
Awerican ingennity was at work, and al
nost simultancously there appeared two now
cishions us candidates for public favor. One,
tre invention of & western gentleman, wus
wmposed of glae and molasses, similar in
wmposition to the materialof which printer’s
wollers avre made. The other was the soiid
nrbber cusliion invented by tho 1ite Michael
Phelan, who may be considered the fatber of
the game on this continent. In a very short
time the * composition " cashion went out
¢f use, the change of tomperature rendering
i very uncertain in its operation. The
?helan rubber cushion, however, stood the
4, and with tho improvements of shape,
&¢;, suggested by experience, to-day is the
#andard of excellence in all places where
tte gawe is plaved. The tables, too, under-
it . shange, and from the field of green
1L twelve feet by six, with its six pockets,
shas been curtailed in its dimensions to
o, woderate proportions ; and tho pockets
= in g consistent with the American idea
{1ue rame, were reduced in numberto four,
<L Lusliy atolished altogether. No less
-artovement was made in the shape and
1aish of the table ; the big square box form
#25 Uansferred to tho clegant bevelled-
thape, and the adornments introduced made
{1z desirnblo and beautiful articles of fur-
Mhgs.  The subst:tution of marble and
&<t for wood in tho beds, also increased its
d2:ability and excellence, and now we know
o v nicer article in the way of amusement

slate  beds  with  improved  cushions
are another speciality. They are vastly
superior to the old style, while the cost 18
about thie snme. In cues, an immenso nuw-
ber in all stages of fimsh are shown the visi-
tor. ‘I'housands are to be seen suspended by
their ends undergoing o prop>r seasouning.
In tho ma ter of bulls, cloths, and the other
et ceterns which go to make up a  billiavd
table, the number is surprising. In cloths

alone & large amount is invested, Simoni's
being the most used. Balls are scen in all
the stages of wanufacture, and they are care-
fully sonsoned before being sent out. To
give a passing description of all that may be
geen in this model establishment would ro

quire quite a book. In addition to his bil-
hard business, Mr. May does alarge trade in
ten pin ballsand pins, bowling-green balls,
Iundinn clubs, India rubber exercising bands,
horizontal bars, and gymuastic fittings. In
all'these departments tho samne care in golec-
tion and mauufacture that is exeroised in the
billiard section is observable. Irom the
large stock Mr, May carries, orders can Lo
filled on receipt, aud vexatious and annoy-
ing dolays are avoided. On the scoro of
economy alone, Cauadians should support
such an establishment, while it should be a
uational pride thut we have such an industry
in our midst. Not the loast attraction about
the fuctory is the courtesy with which the
visitor is received in all the depastments, and
the care shown in cexinbiting the vesources
and working of the establishment, 1t is a
pleasure to draw attention to such a com-
plote and wodel place, and gentlemen desi-
ring any of the classes of goods which are
bere produced ean do ne  better than give
Mr. May a call, and we fecel satisfied they
will be suited in quality, material and prico.

Ta Larrespandents.

We would particularly request our corres-
poudents and advertisers to send their favors
as early in the woek as possible—so that they
will reach us by Wednesday morning. We
arc unable to uso many items sent us in con-
sequonce of not receiving them in time for
the issue intended.

{No notice taken of anonymous communi-

cations or queries. No answer by mail or
telegraph.)

V., Prescott.—Molly Morris, 2:22.

Toe WeieHT, Ingersoll.—Yon had petter
address the owner of the horse for the infor.
mation you desire.

C., Guelph.—There does not appear to be
any possibility ot getting a reply to your en.
quiry from the source you suggested, so wo
return the original query.

Hargy, Chatham.—Mr. Sam. May can
{furnish you with ivory balls of the size you
want,

A FEW REMINISCENCES OF FLORA
TEMPLE,

Mr. James D. McMann, who had Flora Tem.
ple in his possession seven years, a few dags
ago gave us some facis abont the grand old
mare. Hor height was but 14.14, still sho could
pull weigbt. Mr. McMann always declinod to
trot her to a 250 pound waggon, fearing that the
strain might provo too great for her. Hiram
Woodruff, however, matched her in tbis way.
She trotted about one hundred races during the
time McMann had control of her.
appeared in twenty-five races, and he drove ler
in tweuty-ono of them. In 1859 he drove her
twenty-three races. Sho wasten yoars old when
she came into his hands. She was a rank pull-
er, being of & high-strung, impetuous nature.
Provious to this time she had boen driven by
Woodruff, \Wheelan, Tallinan and others. Mec-
Mann broke her of palling by being patient and
kind to her. \When we went on the track with

her and found that sho was nervous and cxcited
he immediately drove to the road and there jog-

In 1858 she,

<
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the case the latter was nen awted, onthe grounl
that no negligence on the part of the owner of
the team had been proven. It has senerally
been supposed that the owner of n teun was
always responsible for accideuts oceurnng
through a runaway, but *he verdict in this caso,
will no doubt remove the illusion. The other
tried was that of Worthington vs. Hill, i wineh
it was shown that Dr. Worthington wished to
purchaso a horse, and informed Mr. Wair, a
winchhe agent, to obtam ono for wim, suntable
for tarm work, &c¢. Woir learned that Hiil
bad a mare for salo, and in the courso of busi-
ness asked about it.  Hill otfored to sell the
animal, and representod that it was in good
working order, servicoable, &ec., but did not war-
rant it to that effect  On tho streugth of the
ropresontations Woir took tho mare at §530, and
turned it over to Worthington, who on attempt-
ing to use it, found it to be worth hitle or noth.

recover damanges.  ‘Lho caso was tried by jury,
they giving & verdict of 840 in Worthiugton’s
favor, the ground on which lus was done being
that the horse was sold under misropresenta.
tious.

TIME AS A TEST OF MEKIT.

The following cominunieation to the Spirit of
the Tunes from the pen of an able, most as-
tute, and experienced turfmen upon the question
mooted by ug, that timeas a test of merit should
be abolished upon all American running courses.
Our iutercourse with turfuen for twenty years
past bas couvinced us that the general verdict
i, that tiwo is not now, and—from the very
paturo of things. some of whicl: are pointed out
tersely by our correspondent—never can be a
relinble test of merit. It would long since have
been abolished had a move to this end been
made. Suc. a move will not want for second-
ors and supporters from eovery section of the
country. Ii 18 a meroappendage to the Aweri.
ean turf, entirely ornamontal. It is impossible
to puint out a single practical benefit that 1t
cobtributes to it, but ¢ ovorflows with untold
ovils, and misleads the uuinformed. It is true
that it does not unfrequontly add to the reputa-
tion of an inferior colt, and induces a salo of
him at a price far beyond his value. It rarely
leads the judgment aright, but almost invariably
amiss as to tho character of performance, but we
invite the attontion of the reader to the sugges.
tions of our correspont :

New Yorx, Jan. 1, 1878,

Dean Srinit : In your article in last issue,
entitled * Tho Three-year.olds of 1877, you say
that you * do not regard {ime as & trne teat of
merit ; also, that you * do not hesitate to say
that it should beabolished.’

‘ As one interested, I wish to thank you for
those words. Ifyou ocas bring about the aboli-
tionof ¢ oflicial' timo at our runciog meetings,
you will confer a great benefit to the racing in-
terest gencrally. To show that time is no true
test of the merits of a horse, you have tho fact
that no two tracks in the country sre alike, nor
is any track the same on two conseontive days.
The timers often disagres, and split the differ-
enco to satisfy the ‘official’ time-board. At
times the horses aro sent off from almost under
the string, and others from filty to sixty yards
back of it, making the differenco between &
standing and a running start. The time is taken
from ti:o leading horse, as his nose passes under
the string ; tho best horso, perhapsone of the
hindermost in the field of a dozen, is thirty yards
behind, having aun extra distance yot to cover in
. picking his way through, or going quite rround
{ his horses, is landed the winner—up goes the
+ oftivial’® time one or two seconds less than he
was cntitled to. The fact that second and third-
rato horses have, in several cases, obtained the
fastest record, makes the record worthless. As-
sociations very properly do not offer prizes for
timo races ; 1t is not racing to start a horse
against & clock, and we may hope to seo all such
spectacles left to the hippodrome.

¢ In abolishing thotime-board, the great bene-
fit to owners will be found 1n baving safe courses
instead of fast vnes. Now, all assuciativns are
tryiug to see bow fast they can make their track
—then their effort will bo to see hotw safe they
can wake thom. The faster the track the wmore
dangerous, and owners already have suflicient
nsks without that greatest of all dangers to
borses, a fast track.  Give us a safo course, good
management, and let tho bost borso win. At the
end of his racing career ho may enter the stud
on his real merits a8 a winner—as the best
norse, and not a8 the lucky borso that has ob-

ing, and accordingly brought suit against Hill to

ot t 1 AY .
Youn,

FLORN FEMPLE S DEATH.

She was bevoud all questeon the best trotter
of her duy. wird nuthing ¢ uld sngpans the doter
mined spirtt with which she vanguishied all her
opponents Forn wasa vers Waudthe and bean
tifal hittle mare. When we first kaw Ler, many
yoears ago. she wa< very etegant a« well ng power
ful aod strong.  The great thorougnbred pontes
of the rumung turf 1 Eugland and  Awmerica.
st I ag Bowton, Uunderhamid, Trtlo, Maggie
B. B., Ae., showed nolngh v chir netensties  of
hlesd than Flora Temple.  Her heod and  oyes
woro ospectadly tine and exprowive,  Hor qeck
and throttle were exaetly ke those of the fam.
ous Enghirh race-horse Cromorue, aud hhe  that
. son of Parmesan and  Rigolbuchio, Flura was
powerful in the bavk with fine shoalders  well
Inid, und she stood over 4 vast amount of ground.
In fact she was n briliant instance of a long,
low, Woodlike mare, with unmense power m the
quarters aud stitles.  Her legs were like ham-
mered steel and  whalebone. Hor  unetion was
very rquare aud rapid when she wa< going fust,
but w gtow jogmng she hatched a lttle. She
WAS nvery game mare, aml when she ot off, as
of course she sometimes di 1, she recnperated anid
regined  condition  with amazime rapulity.
Flora's tdiosynerasies wero very warked.  She
hated straugers of the malo »e2, and would not
let them cowie near bier in lier Loy, tat wih
ladios =he was singularly gentle awd famlr
Another of ber curiuus charncteristics  was that

sho would not congors with the trotting mares at
i Mr. Weleh's and to  keep wer quiet and contont
thoy had to let bor mngle with the thorough-
bred wares. After her last foul was weaned she
had a great faney for taking charge of young
' thoroughbreds, and whenever she was seen m
thio field she nlways had a couplo with her, Sne
was obliged to content horself wich one at nignt,
us the boxos were not lurge enongh for thired.
' Abont two years apo sho began to loose tlesh,
nud all they sould do was 1wsuflie et .5 Lesp
I her from wasting. Her appotite was eroud tothe
! day before she died, but she had be u~«rfisesn
| for some time and could not get up =~ *res Lty

) On the day of her death she wasur v = ¢ ¢
up, oven with assistance, and & . ppeut.
failad. The last thing she ato w. i apule

given her by John McClosky shortly *~ters sto
] died. Mr. Welch and John watcxed aer ud

that day, and tho former says she I:kud at
them calmly with her great brown ¢y and kuew
them almost to the last gasp. We lewm irm
John McClosky that Mr. Welch was moach affat.
od by her death. Poor, glorious old Ttera!
They made a stout coflin for her and banel her
under the magnohin trees upon the awy, & it
ting resting placo for her, ns was th¢ a% hoones-
ley Hall for the fawmed Sir Peter Teazle.—New
York Sportsman.

NEW YEAR'S DAY REGATTA AT PORT
HOPE.

Ono of the best and most exciting regattas
ever witnessed at Port Hopo took place on
Jan. 1, the participants being the sailors and
captains of the different schooners in the
harbor Ten four-oured ships® boats started
at three o'clock. Capt. Nixon's boat took
the lead and held it till the end, closely fol-
lowed by Capt. Colwell, and, third, by Capt.
l Henning, tho others doing very well. The
excitament as they neared the winning flag
was intense, it being nip and tuck between
Capt. Nixon aud Capt. Colwell’s buats.

DEATH OF PATRICK FLAVIN,

A well known character of Now York, Patnck
.Flnvxu, pupularly called I'addy the I'muter,

died 12 Bulevae Hormtal o that city, on Dec,
23, aged 41 years.  In 1557 ho was appanted o
wember of the Metropuolitan Police, and two
voars later was mnde a detectivo.  Assigned W
Wall street, ho succeeded 1in making many tm-
portaut arrests, and :n 1863 becamo n privato
detective, being employed by numerous im.
portaut baoking-houses. Hotook part fn the
search for young Ketchum, and assisted 1n the
capturo of Junkins, who cinbezzled $300,000.
Becoming inflated with tho possessionof monoy

v RPN .. o
s i tiee contimes Som oo e ol
tum the position of deteetics atin s Moty Lo
Hotel,  But s iatate wore o cxp nan oy
the proprictors of that hagsa t retan no oy
Sinee then he was sapp atel by ooatabnt,ns
from s furmer emolovers.  Ho el in w g
1ot~ bt g Bellavne Hosptal

Ao Horsvw v Exaease -\mon
San torres ity Lo e uaw e Lopden m
front of Englsh drags and carnmees rowoid
not be many y-ace before the \nvncan
trottr wall rule the roast at e procpal
trotting meetings.

Amusements.

1T

Mr Ge e Rignold eomimeined bigs second
week at Mes, Mortison ~ trrand Opera Hense o
Monday evemng Inst e procented  Henoy A
for the last tume.  On Tuesday and Welnes lan
the Ll was Ao Clarhe, in which the star o
peared i the 7 ro rede. Fhursday evewn .. m
plimentary benent to Mrs Mornsan,  ander the

patrounge of the Licat. overner Tne pro.
graume congisted of Marnad L, Tl Maad
with the Mukiug Pal, noecone e Honsy v,

and a wnseal selection e whach seroral volan
toers appeared.  Friday und  Saturday, Al
aud Black Eyed Susan. Next week tae bob
Butler Pantomune  Troupe will commence
ther- second cugagement. nmness har been
very good.

The attraction at the Ruyal Opera Hottee hiae
boun the sensativual dramy of Jack Harkaway,
in the former puat of the wook. On Thursdas,
Tl and oooa 860, S vane s Cronta beld the
teoods. Butbpase wern pradused sndor oh
Javct vipeantiodence of Mr. Harnardez o,
‘6. On Maadsy, Mle Zas, thy Cnvan s5luls,
TMUCE v A agagsineut of ane seek, duping
whick tiwo <hig wiil uresd it Mazeppa, Trench
Spy. de. Laray tre week bens s Dats hava -
groonl. *

The Quiru. offored & Dumber of nuw foatures
thig week B

VudLERAL,

Meg1r 2ac.—~The negular s2an.u at tha Asad-
amy f Muais sorarsen-n? on Monday auder My
Wm NAR L, 2ansgofaent.  The company s
composed ot Misses May Howard, Amy Stewart,
Mary Maddoern, Emma Hendricks, Jennis Mor-
ton, Nellic Bingbam, Florenee Weod, Susio
Morrison. Mcssrs. Walter Trovaille, J. P. Rut-
ledge, J. W. Hague, Harry Hotto, W. R, Suther
land, Walter Edmunds, Robert Darton, R. €.
Gardiner, A. H. Forrest, L. W. Stovenson, Wn.
Wothiersby. Mr. Dampier was the initial star
in Battling for the flight.

Orrawa. — Miss Kate Fisher oponed at the
Grand Opera House on Munday for oue weok
thenco to Montreal.

Haxieron. -Mechanios® Hall- Butler Party
Jan. 5; Oliver Dond Byron. 7 and 8, Nat
Guilty, by 13th Batt., amateurs, 3L and 22 .
Sophio Milos, iu Guy Mannenng, 25.

Conovna.—Bob Butler and party, Jan,
then to Belleville.

Butravo, - Den Thompson as  Joshua Whit
cutab, Academy of Music, Jan. 7, for one wock.
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