
te >?me uuni ffoteigi 33rorb.
We can for securing nnd mnintaining the
efficieuey of our educational institutions.

As Christians twe have a sycciat intereat
ln the work of education. in ntany cases
it is the real preparation of the soul for tle
rcception of the incorruptible seod of the
'word. In ai cases it is the trimming and
adjustnicnt of the larnp whicb, Nwhen lit at
the altar of Chirîstianity, intensifies the
light of lite, and vaatly increases its useful-
ness. The more intelligent men are the
better Christians they make. The more
they knov the better they are qualiflcd for
serving God. Ignorance is the mother of
superstition. ICnovledge of the right kind
ia the life gerrn of religion. The progresa
of the Church of Christ is intiznately con-
nected witln the succegs of odlucation among
the people.

WHÀT WB 3MNTAIN.

Let us glance at tlie educationni systemn
which as) citizens and Chri2tians we are
called upon te support and defend. 'Éle
school 8ystent which pretvails in aIl the
Lewer P'rovinces with thoé exception of
Newfoundland la nadenal, free and unasee-
tarian. In variousiparticulars the lawa may
bc defective, and in the administration of
theni, culpable mistakes mmv be miade, but
the principle of providing 'by Iaw a free,
unsectarian education fer every child in the
country, ia eue abat meets with the entire
appreval of the vast majority off the people
of this country. Such a system of educa-
tion as tlîat îvhich we enjoy we believe te
ho the enly rationaljust, and1 practicable
oue for a free country.

IOEASONS.

1. This sllstem recoguiizes not only the rigldt
but the dutI of the State to educate àts citizern,.
Education comats within the legitimate
sphere of state contre!. Every subjcct et
the realm is te a certain extent the preperly
of the State %vhich lias te reatrain, te pro.
tect or develope for thxe public welfare. £he
whole commonwealth has an interest in the
physical force, mental ability aud virtue ef
every citizen. [n accerdance witb this view
the material preperty et the country is
taxed'for the purpose of educatiug men te,
perferru the duties ef citizeuship. Thits
objeet, we mnaintain, is a perfectly legitimate
application of the publie taxes.

2. This sUstein puis ail religious sects, upo»
a perject legal equality. By our free consti-
tution no une religiqes denotainationý takes
precedeuce ef another. We are ai free. te
educate our bldren lu any religicus bIif
we like. This is a privilege ini regard se
wbich we are ail equal. This ecjuality how-
ever cesses whenever auy,religious deuosQi-
nation gets the benefit of.apecial legisiation
in its faveur. Snci ieil sio &a viola-

Aug
tion of tho principle of religious cquality,
tind la equivalen: to mnaking the sect so,
favoured, the catablishcd church of the

3. Thlis systern econoinizes the ;puWlc flends
and secures the miost efficient sckools. The
separate bchools of Ontario are gencrally
so burdensome or so ineffleien t :liat the B~o.
man Catholie people ot that Province pie.
fer sending their children to, the cominon
seheels. More than two thirds of the Ro.
man Catholic *children of that Province
attend the same kind of sehools wvhich in
this country arc so virulently denounced by
by the priesta. In the Province of Quebec
which according to the Bishops' late pastoral
is held up before us as an almost perfect
educational model, nearly one haif of the
adult population is una0ie to write. This
is a fair speciinen of a country in which the
separate sehool systein has reigncd supremne
and has been fostered by the state at great
expense for nearly a century. A fev years
ago it was ascertained that of the 22,000,.
000 of inhahitants in Italy, 16,000,000 could
neither rend nor write. 0f the 15,000,000
iu Spain, 12,000,000 are in the sane ton.
condition. Such a state of things is the
legitituate fruit of a separate or ecelesiastital
sv£hool systein. Compared %vitlî the public
systc.in of the UJnited States, after which
ours ie modeled, the sectarian schools of
Eiurope while they coat the people more
than ours, produce according to the statis.
tics four times as many illiterates, two and
a.half times as many paupers, and more
than tîvice as many crimitnala. By their
fruits ye shahi know themn.

4. This s.ystem is the only which, is fairlg
practicahle in a coinnmunitjj composed of var.

a right to get the public funds for the pro.
pagation of its peculiar doctrines, every
sect has the sane right. These different
dernds which in the name of sects may
and will thus be made, must eventually
grind up the educational institutions into
astate of sectarian d'sintegration. The cou-
tention over the division of the funda will
perpetuate denominational, jealousy and
sîrife, and engender a spirit whîch will ta
detrianental to the succesa of edutation. A
separate school systei» instead of allaving,
wiIl tend only to, excite and fester sectarian
biekeringa over the sulbjeet of educatiou-s
resuit which we moat earnes:ly desire t0
prevent.

This tien la the position we have tacdn
as a Synod-to maintain a systetu of edu'
catiuon -w ich is a national institution, which
is un8ectarian, in its character, whieb i-4
nosteconontical and efficient in its opera-

tionti, and which is the only one practically
consistent %vith the equat rights of difiereni
sects la a jiee country.
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