
Ho advertcd te the preliminary meeting of
the Committces of Churehes in connection
with the Churcli cf Sctland hcld in the
saine p lace last evening. Vievs were there
in tecagdtuhn the prncticability cf
Union, the doctrinal basis on which it might
bo effectcd, and the manner in which the
Ieading interests cf the several Chiurches
miit be combincd, and the Cijurehes theni-
selves incorporatcd under the j urisdietion cf
oneGeiiera!Asserubly. As the very outset
of tire gencral conféence it was thius dis-
ccvered that preliminary meetings liad been
heid ivithout concert, and indeed without
mutual kuowlcdgc, and that a mostremark-
able degree cf unaninlity had been rcached.
Indeed, se, manifest did this become that
cvcry rnember of the Joint Ccrnnitee
appcared to, be penetrate(4 with the con-
ciousness, that the blessing of the one Lord
e.nd Mlaster was then being enjoyed in
aaswer te His own prayer and the prayers
of Ris people throughcrrit the Churehes rep-
resented, -that; they ail may be eue.'>

Hence it wvas that on nearly every point
which had been anticipated at these meet-
ings as rit tIL likely to engage earnestatten-
tion, sueli perfect hnx.mony cf sentiment
prcvailed, as rendered the action of the.Joint
Committce rather that cf confirming viewvs
already aseertained, than slowly and crin-
tiously discoverîng the way te a cornmon
understandiug on matters of dîfficuit ad-
justment. This will bie the. more apparent
when it is known that -%ithin the two Sed-
crants whieh oceapied the first day, six cf
the tight fandings cf the Committee were
conEidered. and determined with perfect un-iiiinity, embracing Ist. the doctrinal basîs,
Ond. the name cf The United flody, ý3rd.
Fratrinai relations 'iith other Presbj terian
Churches, 4th Generdl polity, 5th. Appli-
cation cf Tceralities Fund, 6th. Mlodes
cf worehip. 'l lie spventh subjeet for con-
sideration clieîtcd theo niy divergence cf
opinion at all worûiy of notice. zut less
than four Sederrînts wvere dei-oted te erirnest
effort in seeking after some harmonicas llad-
ing wvith regard te Colleiate Education.
Feul expression cf opinion was given there-
to in the latter part cf the the second Scd-
ent anu thre conclusi'n -was not reached
until the latter part cf the fourth. Thre
difficulty arose from the existence cf Queen's
Colleze. Kiingston, now and for many,years
past holding a Roya.l Charter, and indeed
t.he oldcst institution ini Ontario.. Other
endowed Colle-es exist ia more or lems
iurate connection with the teveralIChurches represented in Cenference.

Thuts Melrn College, Quebec, se cnlled
from ira generous Fonder. la Toronto,
Knox Coliege as n-ell as tho UniverEi!i; in
Montreal, McGili CoUlege : iad in Htalifax,
Dalhousie Collepe.

Ail these institutionshliittheirrespective

I

frieads in Cùmniittce as ia the Churches at
large, but it wvas around Queea'B College
that special intercst gathered. At the very
outse the friends cf tbis institution aepear.
ed te make Îts adoption by the nited
Chureli sine qua non to, Union. The per-
emptory tone wvas, after sonie frieadly dis-
cussion se far rnodificd that a more pliant
spirit became prevalent. At lat common
ground was reaehed, rather, bowever, as
the resait of compromis;) than cf amy
definite conclusion. It 'was rcsolved, that
the eaca:t attention cf the United Church
shonld bc gNon at the earliest possible
moment, te secure the maintenance, in
tirorongir efficieacy, of a Presbytenian
University, and cf such Theological Halls
as may bo fouad requistite te provide for
thre education of thre Miaisters cf the Churcir
ln thre various Provinces cf Britishi Northi
Ainerca.

On thre other subjeets thre Committee hrid
under consideration their conclusions were
perfectly unnimous and they may ho tires
sunimaised.

1. On the doctrinal Basis :-It was
found that on this grcund ofpriaciple, there
wvas ne obstacle te Union if it was accoin-
plishcd on the basis cf thre Ho]y Seriptnres>
as the sau prenie standard cf fmith and man-
ners iti the Confesçsion o? faitir as tire
subordinate standard, it being nderstcod,
that full liberty cf opinion la regard te thre
power and duty c f the Civil Magistrato in
matters cf religion as set forth in umîd Con-
fession be e.llowed, and tirat the Shorter
Catechiani ho esrjoi-ned as an autiritative
expression cf doctrine fer tire instruction cf
car poe le.

IL Tire name of tire United Body ;-It
wms wathout a di&sentieat voice agreed that
the name cf the United Body shonld he
IlThre Presbyteriau Church of British North
America."-

1I1. Fratenal relations te be heUd wlth
Presbyterlan Churches holding the saine
doctrine, geveramens, and discipline and
that Ministers and Probatreners be received
into, tire Church, subjeet te sueli reguations
as the Chureir mny frei time te time
ado pt

IV General Polity.:-It n-as ivitir like
nnimity a,_il lrai the Laws nnd foi-ms
cf Procedure olcft te, thre det>erinination cf
the Unitcd Churer and te bc compiied froin
sach rules as ta> have been in force la the
respective Churches or in the woi-rs of
Presbycrian Lnîv and Order; and tint in
thre mneantinie Courts con-duet their business
acerding to thre rLcognizod prnciples and
ferras cf the Prosbvtei-,iai Chirr.

V. ilT7cmporaiitties Find " noro in thre
?aands of thre PrMabcia C/rurcL of Canada
in corancciion zcùh the ClurchrofScodland--
The unanimens opiniexnvrs that the Vcst-
cd Rigirts cf prescrit Beneficiarios mnust ho
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