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stead of cultivating only rice and corn. as
they generally do in the neighbourheod of
the Estates here, are caltivating a great
variety of vegetables—tanier, yams, cassa-
va, bananas and phintain—which will, he
mucl better for them than arice diet. They
have falsified the common notion
Coolies caunot he inducead to fell the virgin
forest and make farms. ‘They tolt me they
had given up all thought of returning 1o
Calentta, amt were well satistied with their
circumstances.

A Jot has been left by Government for a
school honse, and another for a chuveh: and
as the settlement advances it would be very
important to place among them a good
steady pesson to act as teazher and cate-
chist,

A lot has also heen left for a police sta-
tion. X advised them if they needed a
shop to have one, butas a body det-r-
minedly to oppose a rum shop being set
up. If they left rum alone the police sta-
tion would not he nceded, and "they would
live in peace.

TFhe sctdlement of Coolies in the Colony
is a point of greatimportance, and mission-
ary labour among them is more likely to he
permanently productive than ameng the
new Coolies. Their prejudices have wern
off, they have forsaken their country, and
thisis a step toward their forsaking the
fulse gods of their country.

There are three sugar Estates quite near
this scttlement, so that the people can get
employment whenever they wish.

Before leaving the settlement rain began
to fall and 1 seached home wet. The result
was an attack of Intermittent Fever. Wecek
before last another wettigy broughe on an
attack of Remittent Fever which Jasted
four days, and left me quite prostrated,—
but I am recovering my strength. July
and August, our most rying months, arc
now past. Last week the sun passed over
our heads going south and we mav hope
soon for fresher breezes and more bracing
weather.

Last week a vessel left for Caleatta with
hetween 300 and 400 Coolies. A sccond
and probably a third will leave by the end
of the year. Indced, it is esthmated that
1000 Coolies will leave Trinidad this year.
Ttis 1wo years since a vessel left before,
and in the meantime probably 2000 have
arrived ; still such an exedus is a calamity
to the Island and a source of discourage-
ment o us. Few of our friends have left
by this vessel, bur X fear that the next
vessel will take a number,

Three weeks ago, when the voads were
almost impassable here, I visited o number
of Estates in the neighbourhood of San
Fernando. Mr. Lambert accompanied me
to meet with the Creoles as he has for
ears been in the habic of doing. Our
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meetings were held wherever opportunity
offered—under 2 mapgo tree, on the shady
side of sugar works, and on one Estate on
a grassy bank close by the Coolie altar with
its bamhoo pole and white flag fluttering
above us.  We were everywhere well re-
ceived. Mr. Lambert when visiting these
Estates to meet the Creoles, has heen pre-
paring the way for a Coolie missionary.
Tor although, on account of the language,
he counld reatly do but little for the Coolies,
vet the kindly word, and shake of the hand,
have not heen without cffect. And Iam
quite sure that on the Istates visited by
Mr. Lambert 2 missionary would not meet
with the opposition which I did on some o}
the Estates in my circuit. Then, too, travel
is very easy in the neighbourheod of San
Fernando, there being at least twelve estates
with gravelled roads to them within four
miles of the towi. Add to this the number
of Coolies congregated in and about the
town and you may judge hew Important o
position San Fernando is.

A very daring attempt at frand came
under iny notice about twe months ago.
The clerk of a Codlie shop keeper—a
Spaniard—forged Several notes for various
sums. I broaghtthis case, asone of many,
under the notice of Governer Gordon aud
the leading officials, and suggested as a
remedy the passing of an ordinance making
it necessary that Promissiory Notes and
Receipts when «igned with a cross should
be signed before and attested by a Com-
missioner of sffidavits. The Attorney
General  has since introdaced such an
ordinance. You can scarcely imagine to
what an extent fraud, false charges, and
even foreery are carried by the Coolies
The consequence is
that they have utterly lost confidence in
cach other, and no man trusts his neigh-
bour. The leiter disposed among theny
lament this state of affats. And I trust
that the proposed ordinance, by checking
frand and litication, will assure the well-
disposed Coolie whe has property, and thus
enconrage others &~ buy land, build houses
and settle in the Colony.

Another curse which vexes our sonl from
day te ¢ay is rum. Rum-shops are so'vn
broadeast over the Island—numbers of
them for every church and chapel. They
flonrish principally on the hard earned
moeney of the labouring classes, and Iam
sorry to say that many of the Coolics are
falling before the temptation. In their
favour the old arzument of Demetiins the
silversmith is always sure to be prodnced—
they pay cach £25 stg. per annum into the
Treasury ; besides, the cxcise duty on
rum, manufactured in the island last year,
was ahout $42,000. How shall the Chris-
tian world answer for its share in the
liguor business 2



