
THE LAMP.

cown light, unlock the door. No soul
ever looked to that, light in vain. A
great, trust has been placed in our
hands, a great power given us to wield.
It is the power of united action, and
ýgreat Karima will demand account of
the use or misuse of it by each one who
has seen wvhat that powver can accorf-

plish.- The responsibility of that know-
ledge is ours. On guard, then, Com-
rades ail, each on guard for each and
for ail, and rnay our lights shine dlean!
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The other versions of this parable
-should be read in Matthew xxi: 3-46
and Mark xii: - - 12. So far as the direct
.application of the story is conccrned, it
undoubtedly refers. to the rejection by
the Jews as a nation of the repeated
mnessages brought to theni by the
prophets, the seens, the illuminati, and
initiate--of successive gencrations. They
rejectedl themn ail, Nvedded to thein own
sorceries, and when the suprerne oppor-

tuiycamne they were, by their in-
grained habit, unable to recognize it.
But these national pictures are ail meant
to convey an individual lesson. Each
main is a national entity in the coin-
plexity of his constitution and onganiya-
tion, i the various departments of his
-thought and consciousiless, in the niany
classes of lives that combine in him to
form a living cosmos. In th: nation
and in the individual the purpose of
existence is progre-ss, grovth, develop-
ment. As the nation expands and
grows, so docs the individual. As the
national ideal must exist to ensure de-
-velopmneft, so in the mari there miust
.exist the aspiration towards a" more
perfect condition. The inspiration for
,our ideals, our lofty aspirations, our
hopes and yearnings, comes from above.
The Higher Self of each of us is con-
stantly sending messages to the vineyard
of our physical life and consciousness.
Each nman is a vineyard, in the Master's
phrase; in each is planted a branch of
-the True Vine, the emblem of the
Christos, the Dionysus, the Bacchus.

The vinie)ard is hiedged abouit, and con-
tains a wine-press and a tower, -,Il
occuit symbols. Noahi, the type of the
incarnating egos of the early races, the
Nuah of the Chaldeans, planted this
vineyard, like so inany other heroes of
tradition. The ego, in each new life,
plants this vineyard of earth-existence,
and then until t heincarnation is ended
the work of gathering the vintage goes
on. The p)assions, the desires, the
affections, the emotions, the intellectual
faculties, the artistic quali!ies-ali these
are the husbandmien to Nvhorn- the vari-
ous messages are sent in due order. As
oneclass after another rejects the govern-
ment of the spiritual nature, it becomes
more and more difficuit to respond to

sucedn appeais, so that if the lower
aspects ofour human character be flot
conquered at first the final resuit is the
rejection of the Divine Self. There has
alvays appeared to be much confusion
in the interpretation of the 'lStone
which the builders rejectcd." The
keystone of an arch, w.hi is often
associateed with it, has nothing in coin-
mon with the " head stone of the
corner." The top corner-stone of a
square building is of no more import-
ance than any other stone on the saine
course. If, hoivever, wve go back to the
ancient symbolisrn (see Zechariah iv),
we can scarcely fail to see that the
Pyramid, the symbol of strength and
perfection, is thýe building referred to.
The stone which would fit nowhere
else, rejected of the Builders, becomies
indeed "the head of the corner." This
idea is recognized in the Great Seal of
the United States. .The pyramid was
the temple of initiation in spiritual
niyste- !es, 50 that its con2pletion signi fies
the coming of the Teaclier.
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The parallel passages are Matthew
xxiv: 16-3 8, and Mark xiii: 15-34. The
coming of the Christos, whith is re-
ferred to, is conveniently postponed by
the Chiristian Churches of the day to
the future, so that in ail Christendomi
there are no Church Christians who
realize what the spiritual Christ really is
and wvhat is meant by His coinîng or
presence <tap-ousia). Like the 11fool-


