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For many yenrs I have sought after a rotation com-
pletely suitablo to this country. Ihave carefully
conshicred all the plane suggested in tho Caxapa
Fanser, I havo read of all the different systems
practised in ¥ Dritish Tslands, and other European
countries. 1 Lave in theory fried tho working of a
number of thewe in this country, and feel satisfied
that nono of tho old country plans will fully answer
Canada. Dy taking part of one rotation and part of
another, I bave grown into a system which promiscs
to preservo {he fertilily of tho soil, and producea
proportion of what our marketdemands. For exam-
ple, wo shall tako a farm of ninety-six acres, or cight
twelve-acre flelds, and commence with turnips. The
fall preparation of tho land for this crop, ploughing,
manuring, togather with the repeated scuffliag, hoo-
ing, and thoroughly cleaniog of weeds, answers the
part of & fallow in tho rotation. Every other row of
turnips i3 to bo taken home and stored for winter food,
the remainder to be eaten by the sheep and cattle,
intended to be fatlened and sold, I mesa fed off, in
50 far a8 the season will permit. The fleld would be
plongled in the spring and sewn with barley and
spring wheat,and at the same time seeded with clover,
then hay, then two years pasture, peas after the bay,
fail wheatafter tho peas, and oats after the fall wheat,
which completes the rotation. This system gives
first, twelve acres of turnips; second, twelve acres
of batley or spring wheat ; third, twelve acres of
clover hay ; fourth, twelve acres pasture; fifth,
twelvo acres pasture; sixth, twelvo ncres peas;
seventh, twelve acres fall wheat ; cight, twelve acres
oats. By only mowing the clover field once there
would be thirty-six acres of prime re during
the end of summer, capable of maintaining » large
stock of cattle and sbeep. Twelve acres of sood
clover hay, wheat chaff, pea-straw, oat-straw, and six
acres of turnips, will keep a large stock in good con-
dition through the winter,

The fears entertained by your Guelph co ..
dent in regard to the whnuyt ing 1 A nm

by rust are altogether premature, It {8 time enoagh
to complain of such when actual e nt lLas
proved it to be a fact. In the meantime I see no

danger of enriching the land too much.
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GLADSTONE, Jan. 22, 1868, ’ ’

Farm Notes,
To the Editor of TaE Caxava Famaer :

Sir,—Your readers are indebted to your corres-
pondent “ Vectis™ for many new idees relating to
the coricking of soils by the growth of green crops,
{n his exhaustive and highly original article on a
#' New use for » Turnip Crop,” published in your
paper for 2nd Dec.  His reasoning shows clearly the
advantage and value of green crops as an agent for
bringing up the fertility of worn-cut lands, and
adding 1o the soil the elements exhausted by ibe
growth of successive crops of the cereals. He has
argued fully as to the merits of the turnip crop for
rolting on the land, or ploughing into the soil to
restore the clements required; but may not the clover
or other plants be equally adapted for the purpose?
That crop will be the most valuable, other things
being equal, which will contain the greatest amount
of those elements which added to soils go to enhance
their fertility, that can be produced at tho least cost
of labor, of artificial fertilizers, and the elements
extracted from the soil during its growth. Now,
given the gross weight of the produce of an acre of
turnips and that of a like area of clover, or of some
other plant, both grown wupon like soil and having
equal quantities of manure and labor applied to cach
crop, your readers ¢czn easily guess (by calculating
w..k tho aid of the different tables of analysis given
i works relating to agricultural chemistry, the
amount and value of the clements that different
planiscontain) the comparative values of the various
pdants for green manuring

But a few sumplo experiments, upon different soils
and farms, would throw more Jight upon the subject
and satisfy cultivators more fully than mere theory,
aud the evidence given by your correspondent will
go far 10 prove the value of his theory. Two things
have been demonstrated by practico to be correct,
viz: the value of green crops for manuring lands by
ploughing them in or allowing them to decay upon
the surface; and the superior value of expcriments,
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properly copducted, over theory, for ascertaining the
comparative valuo of the different means and ma-
terials for manuring lands.

FARM GATES.

An error seems to have crept into the closing para-
graph of my communication fn your number fo. 15
Dec., relating to farm gates, which I woeuld like cor-
rected in your next issuc. If your readers that keep
flles of the paper will turn back, and insert Fig. 1 he-
tween the words « gate™ and * which is,” &c., in the
lpst lino but one of tho article, it will give the impres-
sion I meant to have convoyed.

The gate represented in Fig. 4 is a combination of
different parts of other plans which have come ander
my notice at various times. The truss principle as
used in bridge-building was first applied, I believe,
to the construction of gates by Geo. B. Woodward,
Architect, New York, and is now extensively used in
the erection of these fixtures, from tho simplest farm-
gato to those required for the finished park, and
made on this principle, they are unsurpassed in
beauty, strength and economy.

J.F.C

L’Origual, Oat., Jan. 4th, 1868,

New Sedi;g Potato,

Wz have received fromMajor Bruce, of London, s
sample of a new seedling potato which he has now
been raising for several years, and which, therefore,
he considers established as a distinct variety. The
specimens sent to 18 are of uniform medium size,
with » general oval form, and a slightly rough skin,
resembling somewhat the Carter potato. A portion
of the sample was cooked ~ad brought {o table, that
we might have an opportunity of reporting on their
qualify and flavour. We can, without any hasitation
or reservation, speak in very high terms of their
merit in this respect; in which, indeed, they lent
nothing to be desired. So highly do we esteem them
after this first trial, that we shall reserve the remain.
der of the sample sent us for seed, and if we are
successful in raising as good tubers as those we have
received, we shall consider we have gained a valuable
acquisition to our kitchen garden. Major Bruce con-
siders tho soil best adapted for the growth of these
potatoes is light fertile iand, as they are apt to grow
too large im very rich Lecavy land. The yield, we
understand, is very abundant, being, under favourable
circumstances, about 250 bushels to the acre. Major
Bruce has deposited about thirty pecks of this new
potato in Mr. Griffln’s seed store, Richmond Street,
London, where partics wishing for seed may apply ;
hut, as it is thought desirable that the seed should be
distributed as widely as possible, no larger quantity
than one peck will be supplied to any une purchaser.
The name bestowed on this variety is “Brace’s Ruby
Scedling.” We cordially commend it to the notice
of Canadian farmers.

Alsike Clover avProﬁtable Crop.

To the Editor of Tar Cavans Faruer:

Sir,—In the Caxava Farver of August 15th you
gave a short account of a small field of three snd a
half acres of Alsike clover that T was then cutting
and securing. I had twenty loads, and from three-
quarters of an acre adjoining it, I cut four more,
making in all twenty-four loads from four and a
quarter acres, ail of which I saved for seced. Last
week I thrashed it, and I had thirty-threo and a balf
bushels of beautiful seed. Enclosed you will find
a sample of it. I find ready sale for the seed here at
S0cts. per pound, nearly half of it being already en-
engaged. When it is all sold, it will amount to the
snug littlo sum of 603 dollars, or about 142 dollars
per acre. Iam now fecding the hay to my horses
and catile; it is cat up quile fine by thrashing, but
still I think it nearly as good as red clover bay. My
stock cat it up clean, and seem very fond of it. I
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think there is no danger of its winterkilling or heaviug
out of the ground in the spring, ag o' red clover
does, for the roots are fine, like the] common
whito clover root. Ifit does not, it will seon take
the place of red clover through this section of coun-
try, and then we shall have a land flowing with il
aad boney, (provided every farmer keeps as many
hives of bees as cows,) for it makes plenly of good
pasture for cows, and also for the bees. Parties pur-
chasing the seed should be surc and get the right
kind, as I am informed that therc is a small inferior
kind that grows short and brings a light crop.
Brookriy, Jan. 16, 1868. . . THOMAS.
—— P P
I'rorxcrioy ror WHEar Fierps.~—The Country
Gentleman recommends a thin covering of straw upon
winter wheat as a safeguard against winter-killing,
and states thatpart of a fleld so treated yielded
twenty bushels per acre, while the rest was so com.
letely destroyed as not to bo worth harvesting.
Xnolls and other epots particularly liable to be ]

hare of snow through bigh winds, may be protected
in this way, even if the cntire ficld be not so treated.

BarperrY HEDGE.—A correspondent of the Prairis
Farmer says that ke has tried a barberry hedge on a
moderate scale, with much success. He has bushes
ten years old, that for four years past have been
sirong enough to ¢ turn all kinds of stock.” Among
the good (‘uulidu of the barberry, he very properly
mentiors its not proving troublesome, by sending out
suckers, but it merely tillers like a stool of
wheat—that it is perfectly hardy, and that the fruit is
both ornamental and useful. It may be proper to
state to our readers tha$ probably a greater number
of years than six would be required to make a good
barberry hedge at the Bast, although on the rich soils
of the Weet that time has proved amply sufficient.

Tomxirs FoR MANGRE--H.XK.* writes? “In the
Caxapa FarMER, for Nov. 1 and Dec. 2, there are some
original ideas with regard to the growth of turnips,
on which both the author and the editor invite the
comments of any who feel interested i2 the subject.
While agreeing with most of what is sald on the mat-
ter, I would ask two ?nelhou fimet, Is there any
need to insist so strougly on their fed upon the
field in which they grow? It is usually a very wet
time of the year, and (for such of us as have clay soil)
the working or treading of the land in wet weather ia
usually considered s great disadvantage. One of the
objecdyonl to taking the turnips to the barn is that
‘ifother land wanta the manure worse than the tur-
nip land, it will getit.” If it really does want it
worse, it is surely an advaatage instead of a disad.
vantage to make the change. Secsnd, Could not &
turnip crop be killed by ploughing wnder, without
going to the expense of 5“11:‘ and cutting them ?”?

Tersre Cror mx Qussxc—Mr. G. Thorburn, of
Montreal, sends us the following additional communi-
cation respectiag his crop of tarnips:—* ¥ was pless-
od to see by ¢Dominie’s’ letter, dated Pilkington,
and your quotations from the same, that large crops
of turnips can be grown in Ontario —apparently
larger than mine. I should perhaps say absolutely,
rather than apparently--although when all things are
considered, I rather think the balance, if any, will
show in my favor. Nomention is made of the weight

of tops left on the ground in the case of No. 4, whilst
I considered the fact of so very great a weight inmy
crop a most important elcment indeed in the case. X
should have said in my letter tbat, owing to the ra-
pidity of their growth and the pressurd of baying
work, my tGrnips never bhad a hoe in them but at
«gingling.’ Not that I mention this as a boast, far
from it, stitl, L have ng doubt whatever that it de-
tracted somewhat from the bulk of the crop.
The only ‘boc’ I ever use after ‘singling’ is
the *Horse-hoe.” Iseo No. 4crop had two ¢ hand-
hoeings.’ It would bave been a saticfaction, too, to
have known the kind of turnips constituting this crop
and the date of mcasurement. Ifancy you have
nearly o month longer in ‘Ontario, at leastin Pil-
kington neigbborhood, for tarnips to grow than down
here. Minc werc measurcd atthe time they wero
lifted, (234 Oct.) You must grow ‘stunning’ po-
tato crops to have passcd 402 bushels to the acre
without comment. My crap, I should have informed
you, was plantad ‘whole,” and 24 inches between
cach “eet, drills 30 fnches tsqu-A somewhat
novel experiment. Idomot find that you havere-

orted o prize list this yoar (1867)-for voots, Wonld
it not he well to do so regularly



