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the Reformation of the 16th cen-
tury, will compare wvnb it for far
reacbing influence and magnificent
results. Wiîhin a little over a cen-
tury it has enrolled under its banner
four and twenty millions v~f the race,
or one-seventh of protestant Christ-
endoim - delling in many lands
and speaking many longues. And
besides tbis, the quickening and re-
awakening of the national Church
and of the dissenting Churches of
Great Britain, and the impulse given
to missionary and philantrophîc la-
bour througbout the world, is largely
to be attributed to the influence of
Methodisin.

The study, therefore, of the lives
0 ofth wo remarkable brothers,

of this great revival, is the duty of
all who bear the naine of Methodists.
We are glad to be able te furnish in
connection wvith this magazine the

masfor that study in the admir-
Sable Lives of the Wesleys which is

offered as a premium tberewith.
S_ Dr. Whitebead's is the first and is

osne of the most complete Lives of
dl the Wesleys ever written. To hlm,

d in association with Dr. Coke andi
Henry Moore, John Wesley lefi, by

~jwill, ail his manuscripts, and Dr.
Whitehead îvas invited by the Lon-
don preachers to preach John Wes-
ley's funeral sermon. Most of the
subsequent Lives of the founders of
Mlethodisni, are based largely upon

> t iis, and this contains much corres-
pondence between the brothers, and
with leaders of the movrement, not
found elsewhere. It gives a full ac-
accounit of the remiarkable Wesley
family, and gives full details of that
wonderful movement cafled Me-
tbodism. It records also John Wes-
ley's unhappy love affair', both in
Amnerica and in England, but treats
them with more delicacy and ten-
derness than does Tyerînan in his
exhaustive Life. It does flot attempt
to conceal his faults, his credulous-

eness of ghost stories and superna-
tural interpositions. But these were

çlargely the growth of the times in
Swhich he lived. He shared them

1, with such men as Dr. Johnson and
o Cotton Mather and Judge Hale. But

onÔf most of the great moral ques-
tions which affect society, John Wes-

ley %vas far ahead of his age, and is
stili ahend of some who cail them-
selves his disciples.

We feel bound, however, in notic-
ing this book te take stro4ig excep-
tion te the treatment of one particLi-
lar subject. ht only occupies, iti
true, sorne 13 of the 578 pages, and
a good deal of that space is takeni
up %vith correspondence betîveen the
Wesleys, and wvith statements ot his-
torîr fact, but fromn the conclusions
reached ive rnust record our dissent,
The passage bas reference to the
ordination by John Wesley, and two
other presbyters of the Church of
England, of Dr. Coke as flîshop of
the Methodist Church in America.
Dr. Whitehead strongly takes sides
with Charles Wesley in condemning
that act, as unwarranted and unjus-
tifiable. White admitting iih Dr.
Abel Stevens, who strongly defends.
it, tbat it wvas a most extraordinary
proceeding, ive claim that ils wis-
dom bas been justitied by the result,
and that, with John Wesley's com-.
mon sense views of the Scriptural
identity in order of l3ishop and Pres-
byter, he was abundantly warranted
in bis act. But ive judge that hait
Dr. Whitehead lived a few years
longer than hie did, he would have
greatly niodifled or reversed his
opinions on ibis subject, and also on
the celebrated " deed of declara-
tien," to which he also takes excep-
fier, Dr. Whitehead thinks flhat
John Wesley, being then in his
eighty-second year, ivas over-per-
suaded to ibis act by Coke. Charles
Wesley very warmly remonstrated
with bis brother, but the correspond-
ence, which is very interesting, does
honour to them hoth. We quote
the closing paragraph :

"I1 thank you for your intention to
rernain îny friend. Herein my eait
is as your heart. Whom God bath
joined let no man put asunder. We
have taken each other for beiter for
worse, tilt death do us-part? No,
fn; but eteriially unite. Therefore
in tbe love %which neyer faileth, 1 amn,
your affectionate frier. ,i and brother.
C. Wesley-."

We hope that ail thc. readers of
the magazine wiil procure, nd study
this important work.


