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In 1876 Lord and Lady Brassey undertook a voyage round the
world in their yacht the Sunbeam. The account of this famous
“Voyage of the Sunbeam ” was not originally intended for publi-
cation, but was compiled marely with a view to give some amuse-
ment to her father and her own home circle. The notes, which
afterward took shape as a volume, were dispatched to England
from time to time from the various ports at which the Swunbeam
touched. Subsequently, copies were made for a few private
friends, and at length her ladyship was prevailed
upon to publish the account of her voyage in
book form, which she did in 1878.
The work had an instant suc-
cess, and in a very short time
ithad pass- ed through

y tions,

ated in-
y guages. An
peared in
and class read-

four edi-
and was trans-
to various lan-
abridged edition ap-
1879; an adaptation for'school
ing in 1880; while in 1881 the firm of Long-
man and Co. issued a complete edition - ™2 in paper covers,
which has had an enormous circulation. Lady Brassey wrote
several books after this one; but although some of these, like her
«Sunshine and Storm in the Kast” or «Cruises to Cyprus and
Constantinople,” and “In the Trades, the Tropics and the Roaring
Forties,” were narratives full of graphic touches of description,
both of eharacter and scenery, yet with none did she repeat her
first success. Nor is the reason for this far to seek. In the « Voy-
gge of the Sunbeam” she wrote just as she saw and felt, with-
out consciously struggling for effect. De Quincy truly said that
whoever wishes to see modern English at its best should get hold
of a mail-bag and read the letters he finds in it that are written
by ladies, and the late Lady Brassey’s style was essentially

epistolary.




