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In 1876 Loi'd and Lady Brassey undertook a voyage round the
world in thecir yacht the Sunbeain. The account of thils farnous
"Voyage ofithe Sinbeain" was not originally intended for publi-
cation, but was coinpiled nieýrely witi (a view to give soine amuse-
mnent to lier father àind lier owi horne circle. The notes, whichi
afterward took shape as a volume, were dispatchied to Englaîid
frorn time to tirne from the various ports at whlîi the Sun,)bea.,m
touched. Subsequently, copies were made for a few private
friends, and at lengtli lier ladyship wvas prevailed
upon to publisli u account of lier voyage in
b oo k formi, which suie dîd in 1878.

The wrk lad an instant suc-
cess an ina very short tinie

it liad pass- - ed thirough

f our cdi- tos
au-d wvas trans- ei-
to var ' ous ian- guges. Ail
abridoeed edition ap- er i
1879; an adaptation for*school -and class read-
ing in 1880; wlîile in 1881 the firin of Long-
mnan and Co. issued a complete edition in paper covers,
whvichl lias lîad an enormous circulation. Lady Brassey wvrote
several books after tlîis one; but although sorne of these, like lier
"cSunsliine and Storm in tue East," or "Crujses to Cyprus aud
Constantinople," and , IIî the Trades, tAie Tropies and the iRoariuîg
Forties," were narratives full of graphic touches of description,
both of character and scenery, yet wrvitlî nione did shie repeat lier
fiî'st success- Nor is tue rcason for this far to seek. In the "Y ov-
age of the Swnbeamt" suie wrote just as slîc saw, and feit, withi-
out consciously struggling for eff'ect. De Quincy truly said Mhat
wlibevýer wislîes to sec modern Englisli at its best slîould gel lhold
of a mail-bac, and read the letters lie finds iu it tlîat are writteii
by ladies, and the late Lady Brassey's style was essentially
epistolary.
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