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"It is very possible," says a receiýý writer, Iltbat when i two or
three more centuries set the events in a new and larger per-
ispective, it -ivill be seen that the most potential influence that ever
-came out of Geneva came from the room in the Hôtel de Ville in
whieh the Alabamat Commission held its sessions. At ,one ex-
-tremity of the wvalI is a marbie tablet commemorating the faet
that within those walls, by the method of peaceful arbitration,
two great nations settled differences that might easlly have set

the torcli of war to their common
- -- -prosperity, that in any earlier

__ period of the wvorId's history
M would certainly have been ad-1justcd by fire and sword. At

the other extremity
o? the saine wall is

- another tablet coin-
<f. - memora.trng the fact

that within the saine
walls met more re-

cently the representatives of the Great P.ow;ers, and agreed upon
certain terins for the amelioration of the condition of the
wounded on the field of tattie. So mucli for the history
wvritten on the walls of this room-a history infinitely nobler and
more significant than that- written in the dismantled Schloss at
Heidelberg, or in the ruins that erown the vine-clad hbis of
the Mhine. Tlhere is aiso a bit o? prophecy in this room-a;
prophecy ivhich springs like an inspiration out of its history.


