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sale made by the Bessemer

tion at a reduction of $r per ton, making the price $18, deliveries during
the next three months. Heretofore, the spread between standard Bessemer
and basic and foundry grades has been much greater than customary, and
it was felt that either Bessemer would have to come down or the ::.ther
grades go up. The concessions in Bessemer are felt to be a move in the
direction of encouraging further heavy buying, for delivery spread over the
present year.

It would seem that the quantity of foundry and steel making grades of
iron being used is greater than ever before, so that a good buying move-
ment is almost assured as soon as present stocks are reduced.

English criticism is that the Americans change their view-point over
night, and that much of what takes place in their market cannot be re-
garded as final

English and Scotch conditions continue satisfactory with moderate im-
provement. Prices have not been materially advanced during the past two
or three weeks, but trade conditions continue good, and both buyers and
sellers are evidently looking forward to stronger market conditions during
the spring and summer months, Foreign demand is satisfactory and home
consumption keeps up at a very fair gait. Scotch makers, especially, are
well pleased with the situation and are anticipating higher prices. Re-
ports from Germany and Belgium are also very favorable, both as to
volume of business and the price obtained.

For the first time in several months, the quantity of Middlesboro pig-
iron put into warrant stores has been reduced to almost nothing. From an
average of 5,000 or 6,000 tons per week, it came down to 50 tons, only, for
last week in January.

The Canadian market is very encouraging.
and blast furnace interests are filled with orders, and prospects for even
better conditions are constantly presenting themselves. Prices have not
altered much during the past two or three weeks, and the tendency for the
moment is about steady. Providing Canada is favored with the usual good
crops, .it looks as though nothing would arise to hold back prosperity.
Extensive railway building is in contemplation, as is also large construc-
tion work of other natures, and the steel business at least will be fully
occupied for many months to come.

Looking over the market for finished and semi-finished iron and steel
products no change becomes apparent this week. In fact, even the
strength and the advances which many thought would take place before
the end of this or next month, seem more or less in question, at the mo-
ment, the situation in the United States showing weakness rather than
strength, recently. It is difficult to forecast with any accuracy the immedi-
ate future in prices of the materials referred to, but there is every reason
to expeot a good trade this season, and one might look for firmness to
accompany such a situation,

Antimony.—The market is steady at 8 to 8%c. (111).

Bar Iron and Steel.—The market promises to advance shortly. Bar iron,
$1.85 per 100 pounds; best refined horseshoe, $2.10; forged iron, $2; mild
steel, $1.85; sleigh shoe steel, $1.85 for 1 x 34-base; tire steel, $1.00 for
1 x $i-base; toe calk steel, $2.35; machine steel, iron finish, $1.90; im-
ported, $2.20. (111, 119)

Building Paper.—Tar paper, 7, 1o, or 16 ounces, $1.80 per 100 pounds;
felt paper, $2.75 per 100 pounds; tar sheathing, 4oc. per roll of 400 square
feet; dry sheathing, No. 1, 30 to 4oc per roll of 400 square feet; tarred
fibre, ssc. per roll; dry fibre, 45¢. (See Roofing; al!so Tar and Pitch), (164).

Cement.—Canadian cement is quotable, as follows, in car lots, f.o.b.,
Montreal :—$1.30 to $1.40 per 3so-lb. bbl, in 4 cotton bags, adding 1oc. for
each bag. Good bags re-purchased at 1oc. each. Paper bags cost a%
cents extra, or roc. per bbl. weight. (26, 86, 164).

Chain.—Prices are ac follows per 100 Ibs. :—X-inch, $4.90; s-16-inch,
$4.40; 3-inch, $3.70; 7-16-inch, $3.50; Y-inch, $3.25; g-16-inch, $3.20; $4-inch,
$4.15; ¥-inch, $3.10; %-inch, $3.05; 1-inch, $3.05.

Coal and Coke.—Anthracite, egg, stove or chestnut coal, $6.75 per ton,
net; furnace coal, $6.50, net. Bituminous or soft coal: Run of mine, Nova
Scotia coal, carload lots, basis, Montreal, $3.85 to $4 per ton; cannel coal,
$o per ton; coke, single ton, $s; large lots, special rates, approximately
$4 f.0.b., cars, Montreal

Copper.—Prices are strong at 14 to 14%c.

Explosives and Accessories.—Dynamite, so-lb, cases, 40 per cent, proof,
15c. in single case lots, Montreal. Blasting powder, 25-lb, kegs, $2.25 per
keg. Special quotations on large lots of dynamite and powder. Detonator
caps, case lots, containing 10,000, 75C. per 1oo; broken lots, $1; electric
blasting apparatus:—Batteries, 1 to 10 holes, $15; 1 to 20 holes, $25; 1 to
30 holes, $35; 1 to 40 holes, $s0. Wire, leading, rc. per foot; connecting,
soc. per Ib.  Fuses, platinum, single strength, per 100 fuses :—4-ft. wires,
$3; 6-ft. wires, $3.54; 8-ft. wires, $4.08: ro-ft. wires, $s.

Galvanized Iron.—The market is steady. Prices, basis, 28-gauge, are:—
Queen’s Head, $4.10; Colborne Crown, $3.85; Apollo, 10¥ oz., $4.05.
Add asc. to above figures for less than case lots; 26-gauge is
25c. less than 28-gauge, American 28-gauge and English 26 are equivalents,
as are American 10% oz., and English 28-gauge, (111).

Calvanized Pipe.—(See Pipe, Wrought and Galvanized).

Iron.—The outlook is strong. The following prices are for carlaad
quantities and over, ex-store, Montreal, prompt delivery: No. + Summerlee,
$21.50 to $22 per ton; selected Summerlee, $21 to $21.50: soft Summerlee,
§20.50 to $21: Clarence, $r10.50 10 $2n; Carron, No. 1, $21.50 to $22, and
Carron special, $21 to $21.50. (111).

Laths.—See Lumber, etc.

Lead.—Prices are about steady at $3.55 to $3.65.

Lead Wool.—$10.50 per hundred, $z00 per ton, f.o.b., factory.

Lumber, Etc.—Prices on lumber are for car lots, to contractors. at mill
points, carrying a freight of $1.50. Red pine, mill culls out,
§18 to $22 per 1,000 feet; white pine, mill culls, $16 to $17. Spruce, 1-in.
by 4-in. and up, $15 to $17 per 1,000 ft.: mill culls, $12 to $rg. "Hemlaek,
log run, culls out, $13 to $1s. Railway Ties; Standard Railway Ties,
hemlock or cedar, 35 to 4sc. each, on a s¢. rate to Montreal. Telegraph
Poles: Seven-inch top, cedar poles, 2c-ft. poles, $1.3¢ to $1.¢n each: 20-ft.,
$1.75 to $2; 35-ft.. $2.795 to $1.2¢ each, at manufacturers’ points, with ee.
freight rate to Montreal Laths: Quotations per o000 laths, at points
msarring $r.co freight rate tn Montreal, $2 ta $2. Shinglme*  Cedar
shingles, same conditions as laths, X, $1.50; XX, 2.50: XXX, $2. (112)

Nails.—Demand for nails is hetter and prices are firmer, $2.40 per
keg for cut, and $2.1c for wire, base prices, Wire ronfing nails, ce. Ih,

Paints.—Roof, barn and fence paint, 9oc. per gallon; girder, hridge
and structural paint for steel or iron—shop or field—$1.20 per gallon in'
Jbarrels; liquid red lead in gallon cans, $1.75 per gallon, o

Foundries, rolling mills



