
TE CA1NÀDIAI; PRESBYTER.

just censure, they should, nt the same Mine, beoexempted (rom friveleuis and
captious critici,;m.

lit is s<carceIy tnec.c;.nry te r.ay thist the writor views; soine mriitf ors frein tho
stand-point of the \Veieyan, to Nvihel body lie 1)eiongt;. lis tliis we mieaii ne
censure. lIt i% nattural thant lie should, and it is lîoet. Thore. is, however,
remtirkably littie that ean bc excpted te on this gronind. The book is eili-
nently Catmoli. in its aita and the treatmont of its subilject-q. Wemiiglht.certainly
objeet te its stntemonts on Christian fellomship. The writ-er coîîsiders this te
bo sornething more brotherly, imnirnate and free in is nature, than that %hich
pertains to public ordinances and as--emb1ies. lus idea is that no Churcl is1
conformed te the lprimitive model that does net make "lsocial fellowsliip " a part
of its stated erganization. lIn ail that ho says about the valise arnd nccessity et'
Ilfellowship ' we cordially conctur - but we think hac f'ails te dliqtingiishI botween
publie Christian 111h, in the Bacrunetits, ani oseuie f the Church, in ,,vllieh
thora must be a permanent order, and tlîe private and social life of thle Christian,
in ivhich thero inay and eught te ho fraternal communion, nt once intimate,
spoatanceus and froc. A fixed form of fellowvship, such as that wluicii prevails
amongut Wesleyans, lias, ive fear, a naturai tendency te formalise a certain
approved type of Christian profession. Whierever tlie living presence and
power of the Spirit rire feit, Ohriqtian fellovship, in social converse and prayer,
wili be the spentaneous resuit, as is found in the case eof ail revivals of religion
in the Chiurches; but te organize this fellowship into a ihed and stated part of
Ohurch order la, lu a great mensure, te destroy and te hinder it. lit is enougli
that a Church offers facilities for social feliewship, that it invites, pretnotes and
coxnmends i., as part et' the free social life of the Christian.

*We mi-cht aise take exception te Arthnr's views of the îvitness of the
Spirit. H1e combats the opinions of those who would send a sinner te
examine within himselt' for the marks of the Spirit's %vork, for the "Fruit
eof Ithe Spirit1," in order that he niigit, have the conifort% eof salvatieru. H1e
objeets justly te the doctrine that îvould confine the evideuce eof the Spirit
Pt the fruit specified in Gai., v. But we cannet agree w'ithu him in thir1king
that ivhcrever the Spirit is, there 18 aise a eonsciousness of 1-is presence.
We think that lie fails te show wvhat the Ilwitnes of the Spirit" really isq.
Hie makces ne reference te the more formai, expression of this doctrine ln the
Rom. viii, namely, IlThe Spirit wiffhessiug with our Spirit, that ive are the Sons
et' God." The witness eof the Spi rit is net a thiug abisolute and abstract, hanving
ne Meations te a conscious subject. The very term "wiituess" iruplies an
attesting te some one. The full and formal expression of the doctrine is, thera-
fore, I videntiy this : IIThe Spirit îitnessirig with out Spirit." We Qan ne more
know the Spirit than we can know the Fàther, apart from lus manifestations.
lit is la ereation, providence and grace, that we become couseiouis of God in His
inatural and moral attributes. Se also in Uie work of couvincing, illumniating
and sanctifying, we becoune conscieus ot' the Spirit, &-; the grent agent ln salva-
tien. Only titis ire wouid hold, that as nmany luive no coes*ioisness (,f Gid
notwithstanding lus manifestations, so it frequently happens that the spiritualiy
minded, who have been bori ot' the Spirit, are net immedîately consciens; et' the
Spirit's presence, the conseie'usness eof ether things, sint'ully it may be, hindering
or obs<^uring tie elear perception and sense of it. This, however, is net a state
ln which a Christian sheuld rest. lHe shouald examine hiniseif, nnt se nmuch that
ho iit get comfort, as tluat lie miglit eStain assurance ; tlîat withîout hesitation
or doubt lie miglit say: Abba, Father. The facts of consciousness ouglit te be
verified bv an appeal te the révélations et' Seripture.

Notiihstanding thesge objections, we cordially commend titis delightful and
Most seasenable boek, and trust that it vvill especially be found in thé' haxids of
ail our students. 1m.


