
THE BOND OP BROTHERHOOD. 4

tion from any authority ontaide of
himaelf, there is yet a permissible
miiddIe course-any brother rnay be.
corne a non-afiliate. In other worde,
lie May, if lie will, sever his active
connection wîth the fraternity; he
may retire frorn officiai service; lie
may be a Frerason at large, paying
nothing into the treasury of the Oraft,
and resigning thereby certain related.
privileges, but lie cannot surrender
the Light lie received once for ail,
ner blet ont his kne'wledge of secrets
imparted ln good faith, and in like
good faith accepted, to be kept sàored
and inviolate for ever. True, ne
brother will become a non-affiliate
oxcept a lialf-hearted,au miserly spirit-
ed, an iuteilectaally binded, o;r g daft
Freemason; but if for any reason one
be<eomes redluced to encli a condition,
.he lias the optional resort- of non-
affiliation. More than thie lie eau-
net do. The indelibility of Freeina-
Bo»ry is like the indelibility cf orders
in the Ohurcli-it caunot be forgot-
'ten, cancelled or effaed.

So mach for the bond; uow for the,
brotlierlood te wliich it introduces.
The candidate for Freemasonry seeks
it becanse lie feels that lie neede the
inipartation cf its Tratli, and the
boundiese sympathy and aid wliich
distinguish its membershlp. Rugged
-Carlyle, a man of ail men who most
ptodc alone, least, mingling with his

felwe as yet se censcicus in bis
lmeet s oui cf tlie po-ier cf liaman
.&yrpathy, that lie said, 1 Infinite je
ilie lip that nman can yield te man.'$
The truth cf thie assertion je intensi-
qfied if we say, Infinite je the lielp
that a Jreemasou. cain yield te a Free-
Masou. liet ierely help, cf tlie
grosser kind, aithougli ail cf that, b~ut.
aise that finer, deeper, parer'help,
* which grows eut cf the Masonio fel-
Iowshiip cf icindred iinds. Ne man
'botter than.a Freeznaso-i realizes this
fact, and ne -Freemason ever s3tgted

-It mote pointedly tilan Bro. Sir Wal-
-fer. Scott, when lie wrote-:-"Fiom

-the te that the zuother binde the
child's liead, till l'he momneit' thât

somae kind assistant wipes the deatli-
damp frein the brow cf tbé dig2, W q
cannot exiet ivithout matual help."'
To the meet fertunately circuni-
stanced, friendship and brotherly love
are grateful, while te the unfortanate
they are indispensable. We cannot
have tee maay friende, ana ne friend
etioketli doser than a Masonia brother,
All may be weIl witli us neiv, bat
what cf the future? Wlie cau reacl
iL, who cau foretell it? Our Brother
Bulwer, Lord Lytton, vwas riglt:-
"Whatever the number cf a man'e3
friands, there may be times in bis
life when lie lias oe too few. " Cul-
tivate your friande., Cherieli thani.
Make theni, if possible, donbly yours
-onco in the bonds cf brotharhood,
and again, by persoual sympathy ana
failowahip.

Thare are ether bonds cf so-cailed
brotherlwod? Oh, yes, but how fral
Pistress ovartakes yen, ana their dig-
ciplas pass you by ou the other side.
Calumuy assails yen1 and they at once
balieve in the foui aspersion. Net so
the trua Freemason; net se. Freerna-
sonry itef, in its essence and spirit,.
IL is for sunsliine and sterni, for weal
and woa, for happinese and distrees.
A jcy te the joyftil, iL je ne less a
lialping band te the sorrowful and
distrassedl. ILs cempass le wondar-
fui, covaring lu iLs diapason the note
cf highest felicity aud the wvai of
deepeat distrees.

De any daspise the bond? Mlas, a
faw do. But then we are ail hurnan,
and the greatest cf Popes-t.&e peet,.
bias told us, tee true, that -in err 15;
hamam." Freernaseury assnLùies te
,-York ne miracles. It eau iraprova
the man, but it canrzet renow liza.
IL May be deceived in accepting lim,
and if sBO laie a dlead brandli. But
iL je raxely deceived. The scrutiny ifi
close, the tests are numerQus, Lhe
chances te impose upon it are faw.
The Bond cf Bretharliood le only for
the eléct, and lie who je approved by
the fritternity as a fit ashIar te gô
iLe iLs spiritual Témple, prove3, la
very large xnajority cf instances, tobe

349?


