
146 THE - AUDIAN ORABTSM4N.

The petition from the Great Prior
oCanaaa on behaif of the menibers
~Great Priory, was as follows:-

To Hia Royjal Higltness, Albert Edward,
Prince of WVales, and Duke of' Cornwall.
K. G., G. C. S. I., G. C. B)., K. T., K.
P., &c., &c., &c., Grand Master of thie
United Reflgious8 and Military Orders of
T/e Ternplars and Hospitaller8 of Se.
john of Jerusalem:

M~ay it please your Royal Highnes,-

I have the honor, as Great Piior, on be.
haif of the National Great Priory of Canada
of the United Orders of the Temple sud
Màlta, te lay before Your Royal Higliness
this loyal and humble address setting forth
the following matters in conuection with
the present statue of the Order lu this
nationality.

The said National Great ]?riory, at the
annuel assembly held iu 1882, appoiuted a
special committee to take into considera-
tion the question of the independence of
the Order iu the Dominion.

The revision of the Statutes of the Great
Priory wis at the saine time resolved upon,
and revised Statutes have since been pre-
paredl sud adopted, wlth a declaration
establishing, and with sucli changes as were
necessary to establieli, the authority of this
Great Priory as supreme and independent
over ail Orders of the Temple and append.
ant degrees lu Canada

The epecial committee above named, iu
a report preseuted to the Great Priory at
their annual assembly held lu the present
year, unanimouely recommended that the
present humble address be presentedl to
Your Royal Highness, praying that imas-
xnuch as the Greas, Priory has unanimousIyt
declared lu the revision of its Statutes its
authority in and throughout the Dominion t
of Canada over ail bodies of the Order of
the Temple and appendant degrees, Your
:Royal Highuess will be graoiously pleased
to absolve this Great Priory, aud ail officers
aud membere thereof, from their obliga-
tions of fealty to Your Royal Highness as
Supreme Grand Master, so that the Great

.rior zay ha enabledI fuily snd withoub
doubt to, affixm sud minantai the position
that it has taken upon itself as an indepen-
dent Great Priory of the <)rder of :Knights
Templar sud appendant degrees. At the
samie time gratefully expressing their
knightly obligations to, Your Royal High.
nase ana to Couvent General for ail the
courtesies sud favors, that the officers sud
imembers cf the Temple in the Dominion
of Canada, have heratofore receivedI from
Your Royal Hlighness aud from ail the
officersof the Orderof the United ingdo M;
and further, communicating their esire
that the interjuricdiotional relations cf this

new Sovereign Great Priory towards the
aister Great Priories cf Englaud ana Ire-
land, sud the Chapter General cf Scotland,
snd sieter Grand Encampments cf the
United States cf Amerlos, and the Grand
Commanderies cf the several States, sud
-çvith ail fratres thxoughout the world,.inay
be more intimate and bindlng than herefo-
fore.

The above state' ient, set foriLh with tb.
authority cf the Order in Canada, releasce
me cf muoh difficulty lu approaching Your
Royal Higlinees, sud I have enly te pray
ou behaif cf the great brandi of the Order
here established, that Your royal Highues3
will graciouely regard the grateful ackuow-
ledgments we have endeavored to convey
o! past favors at the hands of your Royal
HighiLese as ne vain words cf formality,
but as the fervent extpressions of loyal
Toimplars iu approaching the august pres,
ence cf eue who has pleased to be for many
yeare their Royal Grand MastGr, sud 'whe
will, they feel assured, regard their present
request as one enly adopted after the great-
est censideration sud when fouud te be ab-
solutely necessary te meet the exigencies of
their local circuinstances, lu granting if;,
gracieusly continue te regard the Canadian
Branch of the Order with Royal sud prince-

Iy favor.
For mysel!, as holding my appointmenti

until now, (when the Great Priory lias unani-
ieusly elected me Great Prier ad vmtam,)
under patent bearing the signature cf Yeur
Royal Highness-while tho course uew
taken, may by yeur gracieus permission ab-
solve me from such immédiate obligations
of fealty as arise from its possession, 1
trust 1 may be permitted to retain the same
as a pricelese mark cf Royal favor sudl te
)e ever preserved as sucli-the favor cf
,hat feaity sud ailegiance te, my sovereiga
ind Her Royal House 'which was the hani-
>age cf my birti as a B3ritish subject evar
~lowing tha more ardently as years incres
mad only te cease wheu Li1e itself cesses.
Wlth profound respect, I have the houer

te subecribe mysel!, «Your Royal
Highnese' faithful and very humble
servant, (Sigued)
W. J. B. bL&cuoD Moonu, G.C,T.,

Great Prier cf Canada.
-PrieralI Heuse,St. Johns Eutf,

SEAL P. Que., Canada, 21sf;

Thora has not been a Masonic trial
n Rhode I8and for the past two
mars.

The indebtcdness of the Hall anil
WeyIm, New Yo k, aTnouzlted on
iune lot, 188B, to 571,849.


