
*The uniforni numbering of textile fibers is of great inmpor-
tance to the spinning nills and textile inanufacturers of. the
world. .At; present ,'"any different rules are in use, ail abso-
lutely diss1imihar.

in France, the cradle of the* xetçiic, systeni, the numbering
"kilnraetrique'-"-that is t6 say, based upon the relations be-

tween the weight in demikilogranis and the length in kilo-
nieters-is only in use for cotton thread and "lbourre de
soie." Chaos reigns in the international nurnhering. In
'fact, few persons can distinguish iii the many complicated
modes of numbering the éxact number of tihread intended.

liniformity in this inatter would imxnensely sinplify the
technique of thé textile industry, -but, to, accomplish -this
objeot, it will be, necessary to establish an invariable rulo to,
*be applied to, ail countries.

This question bas for a long tume occupied the attention of
those engaged in this industry. It was the subject of investi-
-gation at five suczessive congresses, held at Vienna in 1873,.
at Brussels in 1874, at Turin in 1875, and at Paris in 1878
and 1889. It is intended to study this subject again at the
international exposition to, be held at Paris in 1900.1 .

At ail the former coagresses progress hm~ been made, but
no practical result lias yet been obtained. There are two
reasons for thie failure-uniforaiity in this inutter has not be- -
cornegeneral, even in France, and -the nietrie systeni ha-n not
yet been adopted by aIl countries. Eng«land places goods iii
foreign. markets that are not numbered and manufactured
according te the netric syqtem, and it is also perniittd teo be
done in tAe United Sts.tes. Our country is making stirenuous
and succeusful efforts to compete wie.i*other nations for
foreigan trade in merchandise, and, as our capacity te produce
is almost ualimited, it wouid seeni that -our textile manufac-
turers should be well represented at the ahove-named cong ress
in Paris in 1900..

»ANISH C0O1PLAINTS 0F AMERICAN BICYCLE
TIRES.

The «United States -Vice-Consul at Copenhagen, Denmark,
,reports that American -bicycle tires sent t, that country are
'of a ver 'y inferior qualitiy, a mistake that Canadiau exporters
should studiously avoid. He says t

Danish importers contracted i Decemaber last for enormous
quantities of American bicycles, and the goods ordered are
now coming& They are mostly of the lower grades, and there-
fore cheap. The bicycles theinselves look very sniart,* and are
tio doubt good. -- Nobody .complains about tiien, and the im-
porters who have beeon wise enougb: to buy without the


