
Vegetable Problems Discussed by Practical Growers
TIHE sixth annual convention of theOntario Vegetable Growers' Asso-

ciation was held in .London, Ont.,.
Septemnher m4 th. Mr. Thomas Delworth,
of Weston, the president, occupied the
chair. In his opening remarks
Mr. Delworth stated that during
the pasqt year the association had
taken up two lines of new work.
One was the issuing of a nionthly
crop report which had given general sat-
isfaction. Printed formis were sent out
and the members were particularly re-
quested to make their report in accord-
ance with the form. The other-particular
line of work was the sending of seed to
the Government's Experimeatal. Fàrrn at
Monteith, New Ontario. The resuilt
had been exceedingly satisfactory. The
potatoes grown in that district were of
a particularly good size, smooth and very
good looking, and he thought that in the
future Ontario woulçl derive great bene-
lit flot only from the fact that the grow-
ers in older parts of Ontario would be
able to secure a supply of northern grown
potatoes, but that as new Ontario be-
carne settled ils growers would be able
to supply the larger cities of Old On-
tario with aIl the potaitoes they required
and ctotthe potatoes that are now
being shipped in from New Brunswick.

Mr. Delworth thought that a further
amendmnent should bc made to the Seed
Control Act making seed merchants re-
sponsible for the variety of seed 'that
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the wheel and back up the president and
other officers in their efforts to keep vege-
table growing to the front. The conven-
tion approved of the president's recom-
mnendations, and the executîve commiîttee
was instructed to bring the question of
standard weights to the attention of the
governiment. It was also decided to ask
that seventy-five pounds be the lawful
weight for a bag of potatoes, so that
sugar sacks may be used.

Mr. Kerr, of Ottawa, spoke of the
benefits of irrigation. He told of a gar-
dener near Ottawa who had a celery
patch on a bill and during the dry wea-
ther he irrigated it with water purnped
by a wind mil], and the plants that were
so watered on the hillside were much
better than those in the valley where they
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given splendid resuits. He did nlot think
5,000 boxes of strawberries'to the acre
wýould pay, from one acre at the Experi
miental Farmn they had pîicked 14,ooo
boxes.

1His 'practice of mulching was to apply
a fair covering of manure in the faIt.
just put enough to prevent the tops from
freezing and to prevent the heaving of
the ground. He would apply the balance
of the mulch in the spring after the
ground was thawed out; then he would
put it on good and thick. He preferred
something finer than long straw, straw
two or three inches long and about two
or three inches thick put on between the
rows and in the rows as well. The
coarse part of the mulch should be raked
off in the spring into the spaces between
the rows. If the soul was light he would
not run the scuffler through in the spring
but if the soil was packed it would be
weIl to rua the scuffler through, but not
too deep.

Ht advocated the matted row system,
the rows being three and a half to four
feet. The plants should be started two
and a half or three feet apart in the row
and put out as early in the spring as
possible. A great many growers culti-
vate both ways for a considerable time
before allowing any runners to start;
they then allow the runners to fil1 up one
way and discontinue cultivating one way
and in this manner they soon secure a
matted row. The runners are not allow,-
ed to form untîl july. If labor could
be secured at a reasonable price it would
pay to, send a man over the patch to
space the runners. Strawberry plants
should not stand dloser together thanl
four inches. If the soul is verv rich the


