336

THE CANADIAN LIVE STOCK AND FARM

Ocr..

JOURNAL K

on the part of all breeders. There is no doubt but
that in the case of all live stock the youngest meat is
the cheapest to produce. It has been stated on good
grounls by an American authority, that the carcass
increase of steers hetween two and three years old is
attained at a cost of 50 per cent. more than that in
the carcasses of animals under two years old.

It is self-evident that to promote early maturity
through breeding, it must be a quality possessed by
both the sire and the dam, and they to possess it
wust be of a breed noted for it, and from a strain that
were developed in that direction. Every stockman
acquainted with the rudiments of his work readily
recognises the good and rapid feeder by its mellow
wealth of hair and flesh, and these again are but the
external signs of healthy internal organs of digestion
and secretion.  From the dam and sire there must
come a vigorous constitution, untainted in the least by
hereditary weakness or impairing influences.

Tt is well to consider how far carly maturity may
be developed through early breeding.  That it has an
influence, all who have given the matter consideration
will admit, but the measunng of that influence 1s
where the difference lies.  This the Scotch breeders
recognize in breeding their heifers so as to have thew
first calves at foot even as carly as two yearsold,  Of
course there is a possibility of over-burdemng the heifer
licfore she has matured so as to stand the stram without
injurious effects. It is safe to say that with gencrous
feeding, kind attention, and healthy comfort a heifer
will approach maturity so rapidly that she may with
prospenty and profit be bred at that carly age. The
cost of pradluction must be lessened, and the most cf-
fective and best way ¢f accomphshing that 1s through
early maturity, Lrought about by carly breedingy
generous feeding, and strctest attention to all the hittle
details that have an mfluence for better or for worse
upon it. :
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Production of Mutton.

A short time ago during our absence from oftice,
Ald. Frankland called and left a very expressive,
though concise note, which we give below.  We may
say that Ald. Frankland has been laboring for years

wvwith voice and pen to awaken our farmers to the
splendid opportunities that are open to them in the
direction of sheep husbandry. The eaport trade in
beef cattle, which is rapidly expanding to cnormous
proportions and has proved and is proving very profi-
table to Canadian farmers, owes its existence to the
effective advocacy and guiding hand of Ald. Frank-
land, and we sincerely hope that his eflorts may be at
Jeast be half as effective in leading our farmers to utilize
the unequalled conditions that are theirs for sheep
raising. The note reads:

“Editor of the CANADIAX LAVE STOCK AND Fakst JoUurNAL .

Sir,~Your September number is full of wnterest ¢o the farmer
and live stock dealer.  And one would imagine from the numer-
ous allusions you kindly make in regard to sheep of all kinds
imported that Canada must be an kl Dorado for commerce in
the line of exporting Canadian shecp for mutton ; whereas out
of 7,000 head one company shipped, thete were not 25 wethers
amongst them. 013 ewes and rams were the staple. Shalt 1
be able some day to go direct to any sensible farmer and buy
300 mutton sheep? ** Farmers, hurry up.”

FRANKLAND,

This clearly indicates that the status of general
sheep breeding throughout Ontario, and we may say
all Canada, is very low indeed when in such a call is
made for mutton sheep as that Ald. Frankland cites,
nothing can be obtained but old ewes and rams.
While it may not be at present possible for every
farmer tobecome an extensive shepherd, yet it is with.
in the scope of every une to breed at least a few good
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ongs each year.  To make a lawnch in sheep lm:cd-1
ing requires little out lay and the returns are quick
and good.  In fact, the poorer the fanm or farmer, the
wore urgent is the need of development in this diree-
tion, We are blessed with grand conditions for the
production of mutton, and our farmers have only to use
their intelligence and skill in breeding to make our
nutton renowned throughout the world.  In fact not-
withstanding the indifferent attention that has been
given this department of the live stock husbandry,
* Canada mutton ™ is known as such and quoted at
highest prices in the markets of our nearest neigh-
bors. 'This subject is so important to our mind that
we give it fuller attention in another atticle. e
trust that Ald. Frankland’s words, few though they
are may, be pondered over and weighed well by those
to whom they are so effectively directed.
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Profits in Sheep-Raising.

The profits arising from any agricultural industry
depend upon a variety of crrcumstances.  These in-
clude the nature of the markets, the adaptability of
soils and conditions, and the qualifications of the in-
dividual engaged in it.  We shalltreat of these in the
order named.

That the markets of Canada are all that can be
desired for sheep-raising is not true, but that they are
encouraging is also true. The best market, that of
the United States, is barricaded by a high *. aff wall
which greatly hinders trade in sheep and wool, more
especially the former. Our principal trade in the
pure bred classes is with the Amencans, and largely
for the reason that hitherto this class of sheep entered
that country free. In lambs of a supenor class our
trade with that people would be unlumted were 1t
unfettered.  As it is this trade is large. We have a
good market in Britain for another class of sheep, that
1s shearlings, if properly fattened, but as yet we have
taken but little trouble to prepare sheep smtable for
this market.

The market for pure-bred sheep to the United
States will still be largely untrammelled, as $1.50 per
head of duty is not an insuperable barner on pure-
breds. That in mutton sheep and lambs will be seri-
ously interfered with, as, by the provisions of the
McKinley Bill, the duty on this class of sheep 15 likely
to be doubled. The market for fat shearlings in
Great Britain is virtually without limit.

Our country is well adapted to the rearing of sheep.
The long winters are against us, but they do not by
any means form an insuperable barrier. The great
varicty of soils which we possess, including both hill
and valley land, enable us to keep a large variety,
cach one of which may easily find congenial pasture
grounds.

But no advantages of market, climate, or soil, will
avail where the individual does not try to obtan the
mastery in the knowledge of his husiness. So great
is the difference in natural and acquired qualifications
that one person will succeed perfectly where his
neighbor beside him will fail.

In sheep-raising, as in all other kinds of live-stock
keeping, the great question is not so much one of
profit to the individual keeping pure-breds, as one of
profit to the farmers engaged in raising grades simply
for wool and mutton purposes. The number of the
former always will be limited.

In rearing sheep for wool and mutton purposes a
due regard must be had to the breeding, and also to
the breed. Some breeds are good mainly for mutton,
as the Southdown. Some are good mainly for wool,
as the Merino. Sowme are good for both, as the

Leicester, Oxford Down, and scveral others which
we might name.  The great masses of sheep in this
country are grades of the Leicester, and they have
shown themselves admirably adapted for being crossed
with the rams of the dark-faced breeds.  The progeny
mature rapidly, and soon become of size suflicient for
the markets, and they weigh like lead when well
kept.  The wool also sells well relatively in the
markets.,

The yotng man, then, who is to succeed well in
growing sheep for the above.mentioned purposes must
attend to several requisites. He should begin with
good grade shearling ewes.  Let him then fix upon
the type of cross which he would like to introduce,
whether Oxford, Shropshire, Hampshire, Southdown,
or any other. Let him adhere to this cross, using
only vigorous and well:bred rams. The lambs may
be dropped on the grass if the Christmas market or
that of Great Britain is the one sought. The ram
lambs among them should, without fail, be castrated
when from four to six weeks old  When weaned, a
piece of rape should be ready for them, which will
push them on, at little cdst, rapidly for the market.
As rape will not grow on heavy soils, a grain.ration
of oats, oats and peas, or oats, peas and oilcake, may
take its place. When intended for shipment to
Britain it is probable that it will be found a good
practice to shear them early in September, and then
to feed them through the winter, in lots not too large,
in one pen. The food may consist of hay, some roots,
and a grain ration of oats and peas in cqual parts.
Lambs treated thus will bring fully $6 to $7 per head
at the holiday scaddn, and fully $8 to $9 per head in
the spring for shipment to DBritain, When farmers
can get these prices for their lambs, and average one
cach per ewe, which is a low estimate, they are mak-
ing money ot the business, for the fleece of the dam
and the manure obtained will probably pay her keep.

The old plan of selling lambs for an average of $3
each in autumn to the local butcher should be dis-
carded. Raise a better class of Jambs and they will
find a better market, with a correspondingly better
price.  Never allow the ewes for treeding mutton
lambs to become more than four or five years old, of
there will be difficulty in preparing them for the mar-
ket.  When they are to be turned off also there is no
cheaper fattening food ration than rape.

Size and Substance in Horses.

Those who are in direct touch with horse markets
know that the most eflective consideration that deter-
mines the market value of a draught or driving horse is
the substance of the one and the size of the other.
This, however, is not generally recognized, for if it
were there would be fewer horses of indifferent types
at present secking a market.  For the massive, power-
ful, and wearing draught horse there are waiting pur-
chasers, and the same is fully as tme of the rangy,
stylish, and ambitious driving horse.

To armrive at an understanding as to how these desir-
able attributes inay be secured, the matter must be
traced to its furthest source and cvery feature of the
work of rearing horses must undergo scrutiny. The
most fertile source of error undoubtedly is the use of
sires inferior, individually and in pedigree, or what is
fuily as grievous a blunder, the use of unsuitable sires,
meaning thereby those that are not Jikely lo mate well
with the mares to which they are stinted. That
horseman knows not the first principles of his business
who is wheedled out of his good money Ly a scif-
asserting friend or groom, through inducing him to

patronize a stallion that has been specially prepared




