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missive period, no pecuniary benefit ~an ac-
crue to the sectioný which may adopt it. Il.
Reolved, ithat in the opimion of this Associa-
tion, First nrid Second Class and Interme-
diate candidates, who pass on the majority
of the subjects required, and fail to pass in
the other groupa hy a percentage not less
than half that required, shotild not be igain

compelled to write on the groups in which
they nave already pa-ed, but only on those
groups in which they have failed. Il I. That
a copy of these resolutions be forwarded t'
the Minister of Education.

1), E. STEENSON,

Secretary.

CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE.

TifHE HISTORICAL READER. London: T.
Nelson & Sons ; Toronto : James Camp-
bell & Son.

THE publishers intend this manual as a
Suppleientary Render, to be used in schools
where histbry is taught. It consists of ex-
tracts in 'lrbse and poetry, bearing upon
remiarkrable persons and events in English
flistory, inade froni the works of authors of
the highest standing. Though we do not en-
dorse the statenient in the preface that " the
speciniens of standard authors which it (the
book) contains will'encourage a taste for good
literature," we certainly do think that put-
ting suh high class literature before our ad-
vancéd tlasses will- familiar<ze them with a
;ood English style ; and this is greatly
needed to counteract the bad effect of the

'cvenlv writing to be found in too many of
our school text-books. When we state that
Hume, Green, Robertson, Macaulay, King-
lake, Carlyle, Froude, Tennyson, Mrs.
Biowning, and Cowper, arc anong the au-
thors laid under contribution, our readers will
infer fiat jûdgment lias been used in making
the selections. Among the subjects and per-
sons treated of are the Roman Conquest, the
Engi;h C*onquest, Bede, Alfred, Death of
Becket, Magna Charta, William Caxton,
Màry Queen of Scots, The Armada, the
-leights of Abrahamu, the Reform' Bill. in

futher proof of the earnestness of the pub-
lishets to produce a really good b6ok, we
have an extract from such recent works as

Justin McCarthy's " History of our own

Time," snd Kinglake's " -Iistory of the Cri-
mean War," with a diagram of the battle of
the Alma. Like the others of the Royal
School Series, this book is enriched hy voca-
bulries, of difficult words, by explanatpry
notes, and by sketch maps. We can strongly
commend it for private reading, as well as
for a plass book in our schools.

A GMgDEP SPELLING 13OOK, by F. H. Har-
rington, Superintendent of' Public Schools,
Ñéw tedfôrd, Mass. ' Nèw York : Har-
per Brothers.

A CASUAT. glance at the-co'ntents of thiš
book ihows that it hàs bedri prepared by one
who has had experience in scliool-room work.
Its distinguishing feafdres are sèen at oncé.
. In ihe early pàges, the 'words for spelliig

are printed in script, as well as in the Roman
type. 2. It is réally a progressive spelling
book. 3. Attention is confined in the ordiri-
ary lessons to words most frequently used,
not only in ordinary intercouise, but in the
common studies of the school-rooin. 4. An
attempt is made to teach the' proper usé of
w6rds, by printing a fei promiscnottsly,
and subjoining elliptical sentences requiring
their use. We think this, as an exercise, is.
so 9 drmirable, hot alonè in spelliog, but îh
çomposition, that we give ap example from
page 2, second part.

Chiefly, preserved, crocodiles, reptiles,
consist,' lynx,* sandwich, fizards, frig <tes,
highly, remarkàbly, cracker, éar lirie, 'es-
teemed, slices, toads.
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