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thing impracticable in the rature of
setence § it can neither be monopolized
by the learned nor lust for want of pre-
requisites on the part of the student.
Dud trath disclose itself only to winls
previously developed aceording to tho
popular notion, then educativn would
be the rormation of cipacities, and 1n-
dustry could avail nothing for want of
constitutional power. But, except as
ong fict may help to know another, the
learned have no pre-emimence above
what nature has conferred.  The natu-
ral equality of human understandings is
not disturbed by the acquisitions of di-
ligence ; and hence wo very irequently
see those who have little of what is cal-
led learning making mnportant discove-
rivd, while the more learned wasté their
time in fruitless speculations.

Andlogy.—In cvery other pursuit
mank:ind are necessararily self-direeted ;
and it is singular indeed if the acquisi-
tion of knowledge violaies the anulogy
which everywhere elge obtains in active
life. Is man less able to direct his
mental than his physical energres? or,
rather, is he less able to dwrect the en-
ergies of s mind when applied to the
acquisition of seicnce than when applied
to the acquisition of physical objects ?—
We must either suppose thut some tatal-
ity attends the uscof his faculties 1n the
one instance [rom which they are free in
the other, or adm:t that he 1s equally
competent whether the ohjects of his ae-
tions are physical or intcllectual. The
only school fur great achievements is the
common theatre of human enterprize,
where every man is 2 master,and all are
learners. Theaxriculturist, the mechan-
ic, the statesman and the warrior are
thrown upon their own resources, »nd
compelled to act, not only withontdirec-
tion, but (requently in opposition to the

maturest counsel. In thobighest dopart-
1ent of science—that of invention, the
same necessity prevails. Nothing can
be done until the mind aets for itselfin-
¢ependent of nll authority.  Even where
wuch less than this is aimed at, science
obliges all her votaries to an independ-
ent coursa. If they would throw them-
selves forward to futureages, it can only
be by attamming sueh indisputable excel-
lence as will snffer no depreciation from
the lapse of time—by exceeding the
standard of their own to mect the “anti-
cipated progress of future generations—
by successful competition with the pasz,
the present, and the future, That is,
instead of following authorities, one
must himself become an authority in
order to sccure a lusting reputation.—
Such esertions as are required by an
enterprise like this cannot be thesubjeet
of tuition. They demand an energy and
a knowledge as incommunicableasgenius
itself. Thusgwe have seen that in all
physical pursuits, and in those mvellec-
tual operations, which, from their great-
ness are ramoved from the sphere of
scholastic supervision, the mind is quite
equal to tho task of sclf-direction, and
cannot by any possibility, be subjected
to pupilage. Under these circumstances,
can we conceive it. to be impracticable
for any ordinary intellect to direct its
own efforts sucessfully in the pursuit
of knowledge, and especially that kind
of knowledge which 18 usually taught in
our schools?

In concluding this chapter, T have
only to say thut if these remarks have
the appearance of elaiming too much for
self-education, the result was unavoid-
able. Facts admit of no compromise.
If the human mind is incompetent to
this task, it is capable of no other.

Hosmer.

INFANT SCHOOLS.

A LrCrvrRe MADE BEFORE THE TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION IN CONNECTION WITH THE
Mctin Noryan Scoook,

BY

Tre Ixraxt Ccroon and its syetem,
although intended for the training of'a
large number of children assembled un-
der one roof, must not he considered
as only deserving the attention of thoso
professionally engaged in instructing
the young. They have claims upon
all. The mother who desires to train
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up her children mentally and nporally in
such a manner as to ensure, in a great
degree their future happiness, the sister
who has her dutiesto perform towards
the younger branches of the family,
the futher, brother, indeed all may pro-
fit by investigating the principles upon
which infant instruction is based. Infant



