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2»i0 RaUway Time.

but rnuko tiiuc-zoiios ol pi-ovincon, and torritorios, without

reforriii^ to their ioiigitudii, following in thin respect the prin-

ciple of the English Act. But under thul Act the greatest diffe-

rence between the Nf.'itutory time and mean solar time would be

twenty-four minutes, and in the time-zones as defined in Mr.

Fleming's article, tiiirfy minutes; while under Mr. Tupper's bill

it would be more than two hours in Quebec and Ontario.—This

would, I think, be a very great inconvenience, though a diffe-

rence of half an hour might, in England, be rounterbalanced by

certain advantages. The hour zone >ystem has never been made
legal in the United States, excep. in the District of Washing-

ton (ten miles square), and it appears that elsewhere the subject

is one for the State legislatures. The advantage of zone

time would seem to be limited to zones comprised in or com-

prising one country or tract under the same civil juris.liotion.

Boundaries by meridians would be difficult to find aiid' use, jnid

the extent of Quebec and Ontario from east to west is over 30",

or two hours of time. When the question first aro.se, the opinion

of gentlemen of the Washington Observatory was, that the best

plan for America would be to have one Jiailway Time (thai of

90' west) across the continotjt, leaving solar time for the ordi-

nary purpo.«es civil life.— I believe * this would be the best for

Canada, and that Mr. Tuppei-'s bill, with a provision that its

time clauses should apply only to contracts and agreements,

oral or in writing, in which expressions of time are declared to

mean and refer to Railway Tivie^ (but should in them be

binding in law,), would be unexceptionable; though it would

perhaps be still better if one Railway Time were enacted for the

whole Dominion; legal civil time for other purposes remaining,

as heretofore, the mean solar time ofeach locality. The twenty-

four hour day is very good; it is and has long been in used

in Italy and other countries.

W»
Ottawa, Sept. 22nd, l!)9l.

* And see article on pages, 176 to 180.


