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“appreciated here if anywhere.
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file, at intervals, for the Iast four \ears, i momz is at last dorie, if not-

finished. ) : s

It will Dbe- observed that I have shghtl\ chanﬂred the length and the
thythm of the old Hexameter line; but it is still Hexameter; and, I think,

“improved. I am not afraid of intelligent criticism: I invoke it, and will .,

endeavor to profit by it in the future as in the past.

The reception of my “ZPauline,” at home and abroad, Has been so

flattering that I have been encouraged to attempt something better. That-

was my first real effort and full of ciuditie;‘; but if the ILegends are

- received by our best critics as well as “Pawline” was received. I shall be

well pleased with my efforts.

After much thought I have dccnded to ])Ublhh thc ﬁht cdition of my

e_ul.d.f—herc-:n' home.

1st.  Because they pertain- particularly to the -lakes and rivers, to the

fair forests and fertile fields of our own Minnesota; and ought to be

2d. Because many of our people are competent to judge whether
m) representations of Dakota customs, life. traditions and superstitions
are correct or pot: and, at the same time, the re’ldmg pubhc of the North-
west is asgmtelhgent and dlscnmmatmg as that of any other portion of our

country. " If these Zegends be appreciated and approved by our own péo-

ple, who.are familiar with the scenery descrfbed and more o less, with the

customs, traditions and super stitions of the Dakotas: and if, beyond that,
these poems shall stand the test of candid criticism, I may give them a
wider publication.

- . H. L. Gorpon.
MiNNEAPOLIS. June 1, 1831.




