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/(% CIRCULATORS
OF “QUEER” MONEY

yart Brothers Arrest'éfé.fiin
Jancouver and Found
Guilty

Dec. 18.—The two Bell-
s were found guilty to-
:ing counterfeit money and
¢ sentenced on Monday by the
trials judge.
had done a great business in
«rfeit’ quarters. They said they
me from Everson, Wash., where
old the judge they were sup-
vith a large amount of this
by a man named Walsh. Later
iisposed of their counterfeit
n Walla Walla, Tacoma, Séattle
ancouver.
came here from Calgary,
their names were known as
and they claim Winnipeg as
virthplace.

BLACK HAND NOTE

couver Man Threatened Because
of Evidence Given Against
“Blind Pigs”

ouver, Dec. 18.—George White,
cently gave the police informa-
hich resulted in heavy fines be-
wposed on Italian’ keepers of
pigs,” today received a warning'
ved with a black hand. White |
over the letter to the police, |
wre convinced that he is in dan-
ccause of his disclosures in court.

‘ON POINT OF LAW
Revelstoke Case Invo;:ing Liability of

Lawyer for Neglecting to En-
ter Action

ssland, Dec. 18.—In the case of
t vs. G. S. McCarter, a barrister "of
clstoke, tried here today before Mr.
tice Martin and a jury, a nonsuit was
ted on an entirely novel point in
Workmen’s Compensation acts to the
fendants.
‘he story of the case is that J. A.
it, a miner employed in the Broad-
mine, suffered an accident wherein
us injuries were imnflicted: He in-
ted McCarter to bring action
inst the mine, either under the com-
on law, the Employer's Liability act
the Workmen’s Compensation act. No
ction was brought by MecCarter, and
Scott thereupon * instructed - Macdonald
Winn of Rossland to bring suit
inst McCarter  for negligence “and
the - $1,500 damages for which he
ught himself entitled  under - the
Workmen’s Compensation act, C. R.
Hamilton and 8. 8. Taylor defended.

As the accident was the result of a
missed hole negligence could not be
proved-against the mine and Hence ac-
tion was limited to the Workmen’s Com-
pensation act, under which, however, the
time for bringing action is limited and
that time had been allowed to lapse by
McCarter.

The defense raised the point that the
Workmen’s Compensation act only ap-
plied as between the owner of the mine
and the employees, whereas.the Broad-
view at the time of the accident was
not being worked by the owner but un-
der bondholders. On this point a non-
suit was granted by the judge.

-early yesterday morning in a barn at

BARE-KNUCKLE FIGHT ..
 IN GOLDSTREAM BARN

Negro and White Man Fight to
a Finish Before Big
Crowd

(From .Thursday’s Daily.)

A bare-knuckle fight to a finish, un-
der London Prize Ring rules, between
James Barnswell, a negro, whose usual
occupation is sealing, and Oliver Fish-
er, a local bartender, was pulled off

‘Goldstream and Fisher was declared
the winner, after about six minutes of
furious fighting. Fisher scored
clean knockout. About fifty loc
Sports were at the ringside and contri-
buted to the purse for which the men
battled. !

Reports of the bout, which is said
to have been the' third between the
pair, would indicate that it was a
bloody battle. They went at each
other viciously and mixed it up in
great style to the intense delight of
the spectators. Fisher fought rather
carefully and covered up well, but at
that received some punishment, which
included a cut over one *eye: Barnswell
was over-anxious and kept rushing
matters. Finally he tore in head-
down and Fisher who was just waiting
for the opening, cut loose an uppercut
that lifted the negro fully a foot from
the ground. Barnswell fell to the
ground unconscious and’ it took him
fully five minutes to comle - round.
When he did regain his senses the
negro desired to shake hands.with his
conqueror, but. :the latter '~refused,
whereupon the defeated man desired to|
fight over. again, a request which ‘was|
denied him. . !

The bout took place shortly after
eight o’clock and when the fighters and
Spectators were returning'to the city
about 9 o’clock they éncountered Pro-
vincial Constable Conway, who had
heard of the occurrence and was

hurrying to the scene in an automobile
in order to prevent the fight if possible. |
The officer was too late to be of any|
service whatever, and the crowd just!
gave him the horse-laugh. Whether he!
will have the satisfaction of laughing |
last, however, remains to be seen. The|
matter is now under the considera-]
tion of the provincial police depart-
ment and it is possible that prosecu-
tions will follow.

The two previous fights between
Barnsweil and Fisher resulted in a win
for .the negro in the first bout and a
victory for Fisher in the sécond. They
had a ‘'sidebet of $50 each on yester-
day’s bout.

COLONIZATION SCHEME

Kansas Man Proposes Establishing
DunkKard Settlement in Vicinity
of Ashcroft

Asheroft, Dec. 18.—Mr. Hopkins left
for his home in Kansas City, Kansas,
the latter part of last week after a
fortnight sojourn in Ashcroft. He
took back with him a 60 day option on
nearly 20,000 acres of land lying ad-
jacent to Ashcroft, a large portion
of which is the choice fruit and vege-
table lands of this vicinity. The

Vanctuver; Dee. 18.—Captain B.

. i3
Keller; alias D. L. Smith, a United
States army officer, of Reno, Nevada,
was arrested at Kamloops last night
by Chief of Police McGill, charged
with having stolen a blank cheque
'om the United States.quartermast-
office at Fort Sheridan, Ill.,
erwards having' filled ‘it in for $92,-
300.  The prisoner . intends fighting
cxtradition,

Masonic Officers

Vancouver, Dec. 18.—Cascade lodge,
\. . & A. M., has elected the follow-
officers for the ensuing year: A.
Boak, W. M.; J. W. Morrison, S.
W.; H. J. DeForest, J. W.; Rev. R. J.
Wilson, chaplain; Chas. E. Tisdall,
treasurer; F. R. Meredith, P. M.; sec-
retary; C. H. Ditmars, 8 D/ Wil
Germains, J. D.; H. B. Morlek, I. G.;

A Gothard, tyler.

Vancouver Council

Vancouver, Dec. 18.—The Ward Five
section of the Electoral Union met last
night and after considerable discus-
sion endorsed the ecandidacy of Ald.
Mills and Mr, H. H. Stevens as its
council candidates from the district at
the coming municipal elections. Mr.

B. Mathers was also endorsed for

post of park commissioner. The
scheme of the institution of a civie
bourd of control was introduced and
brecipitated a lively discussion.  Al-
though formal action was not taken

le matter the majority of the

'ing appeared to favor .the cre-
ation of a system along the line. It
Is understood ex-Ald. Morton will also
be in the field as an independent can-
(ldate for a seat in the council

Vancouver Weddings

Vancouver, Dec. 18.—At Knox
ligregational church this noon there
occurred the wedding of Mr. Charles
A. Rouss and Miss Ella Niebergall, both
known young people of this city.
Merton Smith performed the
temony, immediately after which
happy couple departed for Vic-

11, from whence they will journey
‘alifornia for a six-weeks’ stay. A
pretty wedding took place on

ay evening at the residence of

ind Mrs. J. H. Horner, Carl
‘nue, when their -daughter, Miss
rv Lottie, was united in marriage

» Mr. Albert Kyle, of Burrard street.

(

Coal Output Heavy
Dec. 18.—The tonnage on
Coal Creek branch of the Morris-
Fernie & Michael railway, has
Oltie so heavy that it has been
I necessary 'to add another en-
to the motive: power of the
. The new engine is expected
turned out of the Montreal shops
days, and will arrive in Fer-
Christmas time.

‘ernie,

bout

Situation in Boundary
nd Forks, Dec. 18.—For the past
lays labor and smelting matters
have held a normal condition, |
esterday Superintendent A. W.
ges, of the Granby Co. and a
tee of the labor union held a
nference, It is stated that the
| arrived at ar this meeting will
d upon at the regular weekly
union meeting tonight. If the
= favorable the smelter Wwill be
v(l.at once. In the event of the
r and mines not resuming at
Il is stated that the Great North-
ihwvay will take all its ore cars
[ the boundary, and will gener-

?I'» duce traffic on the Phoenix
1

RET Al Do o gy g any sepr-

¥ 7, (#8on: merchants in:their own markets,
13,800 acres; J. Shields, 6,000 actes and I

J.” Beddard 610 acfes. The ‘company
which is represented by Mr. Hopkins
has taken these options with the inten-
tion of purchasing these lands and
bringing and settling over 600 Dun-
kard families upon ten and twenty
acre tracts set out to orchard and sup-
plied with water for irrigation. This
colony comes prineipally from the
states of Maryland and North Da-
kota,

Mr. Hopkins was well pleased witn
the ¢limatic and soil conditions here,
He is certain that this country has a
bright future and remarked that Ash-
croft was situated in the heart of al
country destined to become one of
British Columbia’s greatest fruit and
vegetable producing communities. That
the time is not far distant now almost
Seems an assured thing. If Mr. Hop-
kins and  his company purchase the
land on which they have taken options,
before those living here have time to
realize it, the lands around Ashcroft
will be settled by fruit growers and !
small ranchers.

Premier to Speak.

New Westminster, Dec. 18.—The
Young Conservatives of the city will
hold a mass meeting on Friday night
when the speaker of the evening will
be Premier McBride.

Marsh Challengeé Shrubb

‘Winnipeg, Dec. 18.—John D. Marsh,
the notel local distance runner, was
in the city yesterday, and said he was
greatly surprised to learn that Alfred
Shrubb was still in the United States,
challenging the world to run a distance
race. Marsh is prepared to run
Shrubb three races, viz., ten, fifteen
and twenty miles, at any “time and
any place, and will wages $500 on each
race.

Guard Against Night Raiders

Lexington, Ky., Dec. 18.—Although
little fear was felt here concerning
the threatened attack of an organized
band of “Night Raiders,” fully 100
men guard the warehouses and sev-
eral wagons loaded with tobacco
every night. The guards were formed
by the owners of this tobacco. There
have been over one million pounds
sold so far this week, notwithstanding
the threats of trouble.

]

WINNIPEG DOG WINS

Finish of Field Trials Circuit of Am-
erica for 1907

Winnipeg, Dec. 18.—A dispatch from
Barber Junction, North Carolina, says
the all-aged stake, open to the world,
of the Pointer club’s trials finished
here today. Manitoba Rap, first; Tony
Mooring, second; Outram, third; fif-
teen starters.

This is the most noted win for
Manitoba Rap, the Winnipeg dog. His
being placed first as a puppy over all
the best aged dogs on this continent
is quite 'a triumph.

’The trials of the Pointér club of
America, with headquarters in New
York, and run on the private grounds
of Geo. Vanderbilt, in North Carolina,
are the great event of the year for
pointer enthusiasts, as a dog winning
these trials acquires a great prestige.
One of the judges this year is Prof.
Osthaus, the noted animal painter.

This finishes the field trial circuit
for 1907, and what must be very grati-
fying to Thos. Johnson, the owner of
Manitoba Rap, isithe fact that in every
trial tahrough the *tircuit, commencing
with .the Manitoba club’s trials, which
took place in the. early part of Sep-

tember, one of his dogs was placed.

NEW WESTMINSTER
. LIBERALS AT 0DDS

J. B, Kennedy, M.P,, Says He
Will Ignore the Existing
Association

New Westminster, Dec. 18.—The
breach between J. B. Kennedy, Liberal
member of the Federal Parliament for
New Westminster, and the New West-
minster Liberal association is com-
blete. Mr. Kennedy, who is at present
In Ottawa, has written to friends here !
stating that he would nave nothing
further to do with the association.

The troubles started over a year ago |
In regard to various appointments and |
matters of patronage, but was brought |
to a head a couple of months ago when
the question of the appointment of a |
warden to the British Columbia peni-
tgntiary. On that occasion the execu- |
tive of the association recommended
that J. W. McDonald, secretary of
tie association be given the position,
but Mr. Kennedy refused to listen to
the executive, and declared his inten-
tion of having J. C. Brown appoint-
ed. A short time later it was decided |
to hold a nominating convention for |
this district, and when the meeting to.!
elect delegates was held Mr. Kennedy
and” his supporters ‘were not elected.
The convention was, held a- short time
later, ‘but Mr. Kennedy ‘was not present.
and Robert Jardine was given the
nomination by a large majority.

Mr. Kennedy has now written to
friends here stating that he has repu-
diated the Liberal association of this
city in every way, and will not recog-
nize it,- and when the elections are
announced it is believed that another
Liberal convention will be called by

| Mr. Kennedy’s friends, and that he will

also be nominated to contest the 1
against both Robert Jardine; the pres
ent Liberal candidate, and J. D. Taylor,
the Conservative nominee.
To Discuss Church Union.

New Westminster, Dec. 18.—The ¢
tion of church union wi be discussed
by the Presbytery of Westminster at St.
Andrew’s church, Vancouver, the
first Tuesday in March. i vas the |
decision at a meeting of the Presbytery
here yesterday. Two resignations were |
accepted, those of Rev. Mr. Medil of
Agassiz, and Rev. Mr. McAulay of Lad-
ner. Rev. J. A. Logan will be mod-
erator in the latter case, and Rev. Mr.
McDermott of Mission, in the former,
fx request for assistance in the build-
ing of a manse at Mission was received
and will be further considered.

— 0O

Nelson Objects to Freight Rates

Nelson, Dec. 18.—The freight rate
committee of the board of trade made
an interim report upon the new tariff |
of the C. P. R. just at hand. This
deals with inward rates from thereast,
and the committee reports a reduction |
of about 25 cents per nundred on first- |
class freight to 10 cents a hundred on |
fifth-class rate. This, the committee |
declares to be totally inadequate, the |
bulk of foods arriving from the east
being fifth-class. Even if the class is
not raised the effect on lowering Koot-
enay prices in supplies and provisions
will be trivial. As far as Nelson whole-
salers are concerned, this reduction is '
no concession, inasmuch as the through |
rates to the east nave been so much
more lowered ,that it is nos;}ple,{pri
Mancouver merehants to undersel-Nel- {
although 400 -miles nearer the points |
of supply.

CHIEF COMMISSIONER

CAN GHANGE HIS MIND

<’

Result of an Appeal From al
Timber Decision of Hon,
F. J. Fulton

(From Thursday’s Daily.)
Acting on behalf of the [ Bend |
Lumber a Revelstoke con- |
cern, H.” B. Robertson yesterday pl‘ﬂ«i
sented a petition to the chief jnﬁti:'oi
by way of appeal from a decision of|
the chief commissioner of lands ;md%
works, Deputy Atterney-General Mac- |
Lean appearing for the department. i
From the petition it appears that the |
company had staked three

company,

timber |
claims in February, 1906, but instead|
of applying  for the licenses restaked |
them several times. Finally about a|
yvear afterwards Bert Blygh, of Revel- |
stoke, staked the same ground and |
adversed the company’s application for!
licenses when that application was'
finally made, on the grounds that thel
land had beén continually restakeq to!
avoid the expense of taking out li-
censes, that the company had not act-
ed in a bona fide manner and that
consequently his own application for
the licenses should -be granted, al-
though he had staked the ground after
the company’s stakes were in.

It should be said that the application
yvesterday also showed that the com-
pany had acted in a bona fide manner,
although the ground had been restaked
by them a number of times. It was
shown that the reason why the appli-
cation for licenses was postponed was
on account of the company being un-
able to secure the services of its sur-
veyor, who was very busy elsewhere.
It was also shown that the company
had spent $4,000 in constructing a
flume intended to carry the logs cut
on these three sections and another,
and had been merely waiting for the
survey to apply for the licenses and|
complete the work.

The lands and works department,
however, apparently thought the num-
ber of times the ground was restaked
suspicious, and refused to issue the
licenses but instead invited the com-
pany and Blygh to tender for the|
licenses. Subsequently the offer \\'usi
withdrawn and the company was in-|

stead invited to tender for the Iicenses;
in a competition to be open to every—t
one.

The timber act provides that an ap- |
peal from a decision of the chief com- |
missioner in the exercise of his discre-
tion lies in a point of law only, and
that his decision on the facts cannot
be questioned, but the point raised
yvesterday was that the chief commis-
sioner having once announced his de-
cision to permit the company and
Blygh to tender was functus officio,
and could not change his decision once
given any more than a judge can alter
a delivered judgment. His lordship,
however, held that the clause giving
the chief commissioner power to call
for tenders for a licensq, must be con-
strued as giving him power to vary the
terms of the competition. The petition
was consequently refused.

|the E. & N. vs. Mrs. Fiddick was ap-

| Registry act came into force July 1,

i to the ground.

tdence clearly
| fraction of t

' evidence

| accustomed

E. & N. RAILWAY'S CASE
GETS A SEVERE BLOW

Registry Act Does Not Affect
Fiddick Grant—Further
Evidence‘

(From Thursday’s Dalily.)

One of the chief supports of the
case for the plaintiff in the case of

parently = knocked away yesterday,
when . early in ‘the proceedings, Mr.
McPhiliips annolinced his discovery
that the Land Registry act did not,
according to its own provisions, apply
to any litigation which was pending at'
the passage of the act. The case was
started May 1, 1905, and the Land®

1906, Hence he contended that Mr. Bod-
well’'s arguments that the Fiddick
grant could not be received on account
of its not having been registered fell |
It was then suggested ;
that the Land Registry act of 1905, |
whica contained a similar clause, !

i could be used for the purposes of the!

Same argument, but Mr. McPhillips
pointed out that the 1905 act had been |
repealed by the 1906 act and so could !

i not govern this court, and that in any |

event the 1905 act under its provisions,

i did not eome into force until July 1,

1905, two months after this action had
been started, and as that act also con-
tained a clause declaring its - inap-
plicability to pending litigation, the
arguments for the-plaintiff were equal-
ly untenable,

Chief Justice Huntér asked Mr. Bod-
well ‘wnat he had to say to this “solar
plexus”’ blow délivered at one of his
main contentions. Counsel
that the action was only started on
May 1, whereas the act passed April
8, so even if the cperation of the act
were postponed till July,
not make this pending liti
in the meaning of the clause.
had not been started till after the act

tion with-

had received the lieutenant governor's | &

assent. He said, however, that he had
no authoriti to off on that point,{
and his lordship su
into the matter as had already be-
come evident that an adjournment of |
several days would be necessary.

In his remarks yesterday, Mr. Bod-
well laid a great deal of stress
what he considered to be the evidence
of lack of bona fides on Grandan’s
part when he took up the land as ag-
ricultural land. Fle held tnat the evi-

a cultural purposes, that no attempt
at rious agriculture been ade

i during the thirty-two years which had |

elapsed since the land .had been origin-

replied | &

that would ' i

ted that he look | B

on:g

showed that but a minute | i
> land could be used for [

Dainty Neckwear

for Christmas

= CAMP)
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Beautiful Belts
and Fars for
.Christmas (iift_s

Christmas Gloves

The Most Reputable Gloves in the World

DENT’'S ‘“Ladies’ Special,” kid walking gloves

“THE WARWICK” Ladies’ French kid glove

THE CELEBRATED “MAGGIONI” Ladies’ kid glove..........$1.50
GENUINE MOCHA Gloves, light, dark and blacK.......ce0eeee.. .$1.50
DENT'S “PIQUE” 12 button gauntlet gloves.........cenve.....$2.50
FOWNE’S 12 button, sacque gauntlet gloves

EVENING GLOVES, all shades, all sizes, all lengths,

DAINTY NECKWEAR

Space will not permit of our adequately describing
these beautiful garnitures, but we give a few of the
leading items and cordially invite inspection.

LACE BRETELLES, from $7.50 down to

in exclusive ideas, from
KIMONAS, from $3.75 down to.
in choice new designs, from

NEW LACE FICHUS,
DAINTY LACE
LACE SCARFS,

...81.25
saananes s aPAES
... 8$2.50
..25¢

PURITAN COLLARS, in lace and muslin, at 25¢, 20c and..,.......13¢

THE NEW LACE RABATS, at $1.25, $1, 75c and..+
FASHIONABLE LACE JABOTS,

“The suit | B

..00¢

from Freeereseesiins, ADC

SPECIAL FOR FRIDAY

AT SPECIALLY LOW PRICES

SILK UNDERSKIRTS

A large and very fine consignment of most fashionable RUSTLING SILK UNDERSKIRTS with
very deep frill flounces, accordian pleated flounces, etc.

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY'S SPECIAL PRICES, $5,00 $5.75, $6.75

ally taken up, and that Grandan’s ac- | §

i tion was a fraud on the act. i
Mr. McPhillips complained that this | [

was one of the instances in which his
case had been prejudiced by the form
of pleading

Mr. Emden on this point. The witnes
said he tnought that about 75 per cent

of the land could be used for agricul- |

tural purposes, and Mr. Bodwell was

| unable to shake him in this statement,
.though he endeavored to d i

credit his

by once ‘more éliciting

{fact that the witness was flefendant in | §

one nfgéh(‘ numerous _similar cases |
w 1 éndingy 1§ u o el i
-géréﬁalgdmer, P‘.D‘.é.i as 1

by the plaintiffs to contradict

above evidence. Mr. "Hunter stated |
that when he visited the property, coal
mining was going on at full blast and |
coal was being shipped. He described
his visit to the land and how he ran
the lines, and said that he was confi-
dent that not more than 15 per cent
of the land. or some 22 acres, could be
profitably farmed or could be classed
as first class land under the govern-
ment classification. Under cross-
examination he admitted that it was

{a matter ‘of opinion, and he was not

prepared to say that some of the rest
of the land might not be used for

| 8razing purposes.

On Mr. Bodwell renewing his drgu-
ment and asserting that everything

j went to show that it was the coal that

Grandan wanted when he took up the

land, as he was a coal miner and not |

a farmer, and had not tried to farm,’
while on the contrary coal had been
found on the land, it was suggested

that an adjournment be taken to per-

mit of further evidence as to the char- |

acter of the land being introduced.

His lordship remarked that he did
not think that such evidence would be
of much service as it was so mani-
festly a matter of opinion. He him-
=elf had some agricultural land which
many. persons might think was not
adapted for such purposes. However,
as the case would probably be appeal-
ed no matter what the decision was.
ne thought it was best to get in all
the evidence.

After some “‘discussion, the case

stood adjourned till Monday, January |
6.

Ward vs. Milne will be tried this
morning.

Water For Pulp Mill.

New Westminster, Dec. 18.—A record
of one thousand inches of water grant-
ed to Capt. H. A. Mellon, of
yesterday to be taken from Cates Creek
or Rainey River, on Howe Sound, for

to which he  had taken g
exception, and obtained leave to recall

Vancouver i

CHRISTMAS FINERY ALL OVER OUR SHOWROOMS

Gloves for
Christmas
o GRS

|
|
|
|

ANGUS CAMPBELL &

The Ladies’ Store

co.

| Handkerchiefs
for Christmas

Promis Block; Government Street, Victoria

TIMBERMEN COMPLETE
THEIR ORGANIZATION

Officers Elected and a Branch
Chamber Formed—Dr,
Clark Again Heard

(From Thursday’s Daily.)
formal organization of

The the

bia Timber and Forestry chamber of

commerce took place last evening in!

the A. O. U. W. hall. The attendance
was not particularly large, but after
a discussion of the objects in view by
those instrumental in the inception of
the organisation, officers were elected
as follows:
Hon. president, John Arbuthnot.
President, A. B. Ellis.
Vice-president, C. L. Betterton.
Second vice-president, D. Stevenss
Secretary-treasurer, H. H. Jones,
An executive committee consistlflg
of H. S. Pringle, J. H. McGregor and
William Allen was appointed, and at
a later meeting when a more repre-
sentative assembly has been secured
an additional seven will be added.
Dr. Judson Clark, secretary-treas-
urer of the parent chamber in Van-
couver, placed before the meeting the
progress of the movement in that
i city. He stated that at a general
lmeeting of the chamber December 13
| it was decided after full discussion to
eliminate everything from the peti-
| tion to be presented to the legislative

his proposed pulp mill. ‘ assembly at the coming session, which

Gus Peterson Passes Away' Suddenly
on Board the Ivy Es-
quimalt

(From Thursday’'s Daily.)

Gus Peterson, a middleaged man,
who has been acting as watchman on
the bark Ivy, which has been laid u
at anchor in Hsquimalt harbor for the
past seven months, was found dead o

sel to see him. The deceased had
been ashore several days ago, but for
the past two days nothing had beep
seen of him at all, and becoming
anxious, one of. his acquantances
rowed out to the Ivy yesterday after-
noon to see why he had not paid his
visit ashore. The .body
was cold in death, and the end had
apparently come a day or more previ-
ously.

Coroner Hart was notified, and he
will probably hold an inquest today.,
Peterson had often complained of g
weak heart, and it is supposed that he
died from heart trouble. He was un-
married, and lived alone on the boat.

O
Her Nightly Prayer

Teacher—“Why, Flossie! can’t you
tell what p-r-a-y-e-r spells? What's
the last thing your ma says when
she retires at night?”

Flossie—"She asks pa if he wound.
the clock and put the cat out.”

English brewers protest that they
pay $2.71 mere per barrel in taxes than
before ' the ‘repeal of the Malt Tax
in 1880.

n
| board the boat yesterday afternoon by! e

i a friend, who paid a visit to the ves-

! was not only or primarily in the in-
terests of the owners of timber.

| 1. That special timber licenses be
| made renewable at the expiration of
| the present renewal period of twenty-
one  years for a further period of
twenty-one years. :

2. That the present rate of annual
[rental for special timber licenses be
ideclarod to be statutory for the pre-
{ sent renewal term of twenty-one
I years.

The requested extension has become
matter of great public interest in
| view of the enormous amount of tim-
ber. which has been placed under
license during the past twelve months.

As regards the second point in the
petition, the best legal talent of the
province holds the view that the pre-
sent license fee of $140 is statutory
as it stands. The petition asks that
all doubt be removed by a declaration
to that effect.

As regards the amount of this an-
nual license it is generally admitted
that it is as high as the average limit
can bear. It is to be remembered
that the object of this tax is the pro-
duction of revenue and not the con-
servation of the forest. It is also
patent that the province in these
years of its early development needs
and must have a large and certain
revenue. As a revenue producer the
present license fee cannot be beaten.
If it were increased much land which
is now held under special license
would without doubt be dropped.

In the case of-small holders, much
would be dropped outright because of
inability to finance the license fee
in the case of larger holdings there
would be a great shrinkage of the
area so held following a more careful
survey with the object of eliminating

branch chamber of the British Colum- |

This {

FOUND DEAD ON SHIP !reduced the petition to two points:

such areas as were below a set stand-
ard. Thus the provincial revenue
would suffer. On the other hand any
material reduction of the fees would
undoubtedly likewise result in a
shrinkage of revenue.

A glance at the revenue returns of
the past year shows that the owners
of special licenses are bearing very
much the largest share of the Prov-
incial taxation. They will not com-
plain if in return they get a title to
their timber which will enable them
to cut conservatively and economically
and earn a fair return on the capital
invested.

It has been suggested that some
millmen whose timber holdings were
largely leases, crown grants, or Do-
minion licenses would find it in their
interest to have the present time-lim-
it on special licenses maintained in
that they would profit by the result-
ing slaughter of the timber by hav-
ing cheap logs for a season, and in the
end greatly profit by the enhanced
value that would accrue to their
leases, crown grants, etc., by the
spoilation of the greater part of the
Provincial timber resources. That any-
one would take so essentially selfish
a view of the situation may be dis-
missed as incredible. Besides the
over-production of logs incident to
the shipping of tthe licensed Jlandg
within 21 years would inevitably be
accompanied By a corresponding over-
production of lumber which would be
an exceedingly serious problem for
millmen generally.

Another rumor which seems to have
gained some credence -in Victoria is
to the effect that this move will be)
opposed by log speculators who are
interested in supplying logs to the
American market. It is pointed out
that the forced loggifg of the licensed
lands will force down all log prices
and as logs cut on licensed lands can-
not be exported in an unmanufactured
state it would be nuts for those who
by means fair or foul could deliver
logs at American ports. While it is
perhaps not incredible that such op-
position may develop it 1is hardly
probable that it will command any
more respect than it deserves.

Inasmuch as it has been said in
some quarters that owners of special
timber licenses do not in any sense
have any ownership rights in the
standing timber on the land so licens-
ed, it is pertinent to enquire what they
have and what they pay for it. $140
a year paid in advance for 21 years
amounts at 7 per cent. to $6,720 at the
end of the period. The cost of locat-
ing and surveying claims runs from
a minimum of about $250 to upwards
of $700 per section. This compounded
at 7 per cent. adds from one to three
thousand dollars to the cost of the
limit at the end of 21 years. 1In other
words the licensee will have paid $8,000
to $10,000 for his section at the end of
the 21-year term, and bears in addi-
tion the risk of loss by fire and tres-
pass. In view of this is it reasonable
to assume that this payment is merely
for an option to cut the timber?” Has
the payment of this large sum of
money not created an equity in pro-
perty which any government is bound
to respect?

Since many years the Dominion gov-
ernment has issued annual licenses to
cut timber on crown lands essentially
similar to those issued by the pro-
vince of British Columbia. The an-
nual tax assessed on these Dominion
lands was $5 per square mile on all
lands east of Yale, B.C., and 5¢ per
acre on all lands west of Yale. Some
two years ago the Canadian minister

of justice gave an opinion that all
owners of Dominion timber licenses
had an equity in the timber so held
and were entitled to a renewal of their
licenses in perpetuity so ‘long as they
observed the conditions of the con-
tract. This has since been made the
law of the land by an order-in-council
by the present federal government.

It is true that in most cases there
was a larger or smaller “bgnus” paid
when these licenses were first issued,
but the amount so paid was in most
cases merely nominal. It is also to be
observed that this “bonus” was paid
for “the right to cut” the timber and
is therefore strictly comparable with
other_‘ forms of payment so far as its
bearing on the question of equity is
concerned.

“And just here it is pertinent,” said
Dr. Clark, “to raise the question why
a ‘bonus’ paid to a previous holder of
a special license, which license = is
made transferable by the laws of the
land, is not as good an evidence of an
equity in the timber as if it were paid
to the government on the acquisition
of the license in the first place.

“I submit that the view that the
licensee has an equity in his timber
as distinguished from merely owning
an option, is correct both as a mat-
ter of justtice and of law. If, how-
ever, there should be doubt on this
latter point, it is a matter of some
importance that the doubt be forth-
with removed if it be desired to at-
tract capital for the development of
the provincial forest resources.

“Any legislation which would deny
an equity in timber held under license
for 21 years with an annual tax of 22
cents per acre, would be fair warn-
ing to capitalists that the country en-
acting such legislation would be a
good place to keep away from.

“I am very glad to see that the tim-
ber owners of Victoria are alive to
their interests ind this matter. I may
say that very encouraging reports are
at hand from all quarters and that in
a few weeks the British Columbia
Timber and Forestry Chamber of
Commerce will be truly provincial in
character and influence by the organ-
ization of branch chambers through-
out the whole province from Atlin to
Fernie.

“I would like to add just a word in
finances. The head office has been at
considerable expense in this work of
organization, and the treasury is not
only empty at the present time, but
money is needed to meet obligations
already incurred. It is hardly fair
that the burden of this organizing ex-
pense should fall so heavily on the.
Vancouver chamber. Will you not
help us in this important matter, and
do so now?”

Some further discussion arose with
regard to other matters of importance
to timbermen. Some of those present
thought that it was advisable that
the government assure investors of
the stability of the royalty, even if it
were necessary to adopt a - sliding
scale.

After the names and subscriptions
of those present had been taken, the
meeting adjourned to be convened at
the call of the president and execu-
tive.

Speed the Plow.

New Westminster, Deec. 18.—The
farmers of the Delta are hoping that
the present fair weathe: will continue
tiil Friday, when the first annual plow-
ing tournament will be held. The events
will take #lace on Gilchrist’s farm on
Crescent Island.




