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A’ CRISIS REACHED.

‘Payne mining stock fell $1.10 per

share in Montreal during the last eight
days. We do not know if the end of
the decline is in sight. What has taken
place already fepresents a depreciation
in the value of that property at $1,100,-
000. The decline has beem general in all
mining stocis, and the aggregate loss in
this respect suffered by investors in this
province during the present month' can
only estimated in millions of dollars.
‘This is the direct visible loss. It does
not take account of what has been lost
through the stoppage of all negotiations
for the sale of mining properties, the
interruption of business and the enfore-
.ed idleness of workmen. It takes no
account of the great and incalculable
injury dome to the province by the dis-
trust excited in the world of capital. '
The great. drop in Payne stock serves, |
however, to bring the gravity of the!
situation home " with special force, be-
cause its effect will be felt severely in
Montreal, the financial centre of the Do-

minion, and s quarter to which, until

this pernicions eight-hour law came into'

force, the province could look with con-
fidence when seeking investors.

Only a few months ago the prospects
©of mining in this province were very
bright indeed. The proverbial timidity
of capital had been overcome. Every
English paper that spoke of the matter
at all treated the mineral wealth of
British Columbia as demonstrated. Peo-
ple in touch with the London money
market were unanimous in the opinion
that hereafter we might look with- con-
fidence to an inflow of much needed capi-
tal, The moneyed men of Eastern Can-
ada were satisfied with their British
Columbia investments and were ready to
wvespond to fresh calls. To-day these
<onditions are reversed and a long time
must elapse before they can-be again
vendered satisfactory.

The responsibility rests upon the Sem-
lin ministry, upon the whole ministry
and not upon one minister more than
any other. This ministry has dealt blow
after blow at the industries of this prov-
.incg. Every line of business suffers from
its blighting touch.. We do not wish to
indulge in the language of exaggeration,
for that would defeat our purpose, which
is to draw the attention of the Lieuten-
ant-Governor to the very grave condi-
tions, which the policy pursued by his
advisers ‘has precipitated. He is about
to leave Victoria to be absent for some
time in the Northern country, Before
he leaves we wish to submit for his
-consideration if it is not his duty to call
wpon his chief adviser, Mr. Semlin, for
a full statement of the effect of this
eight-hour law upon business, and if he
does not receive assurances, as we are
satisfied he will not, that the interrup-
tion of work and consequent great de-
preciation in the value of property are
only tcmporury, that it is his duty to the
province {to call the legislature together
at the earliest possible day. Such action
on his part would not necessarily mean
an expression of want of confidence in
his advisers, although -they have cer-
tainly forfeited the confidence of every
oue else. The Lieutenant-Governor is
in possession of the journals of the leg-

ssislature. From these he can learn the
~circumstances under which this eight-
hour law was passed. He will learn that
the provision was not in the bill original-
ly submitted to the house, but was an
amendment moved in committee without
notice to any persons interested and
without any petition asking for it. If
there can be such a thing as clandestine
legislation this' is an instance of it. It
the Lieutenant-Governor chooses to
make the inquiry he. will learn that
many government supporters regard the
Mmeasure as a grave mistake, and that it
would be impossible, with the knowledge

now possessed, to get such a law through
Ahe house.

‘It is not necessary to tell the Lieuten-
-ant-Governor that he is not a mere-pup-
.pet to be moved by his ministers when
and how they like, He knows that he
ihas the power which Wwe ask him to ex-
-ercise, that is to call upon his advisers
for an explanation of the results of the
legislation to which he assented at their
request, and if he is not satisfied with
the explanation given to insist that his
-advisers shall consult the legislature.
The present is one of those” crises when
‘the utility of the prerogative vested in
ithe Lieutenant-Governor can be demon-
Strated, We do not suggest that he
should dismiss his advisers, for we are
as strongly opposed to-day as ever to the
assumption by the representative of the
Crown of powers which constitutionally
ought, except in rare instances, to be
exercised only by the representatives of
the people. What we say is this:

The Lieutenant-Governor should either
«all upon his advisers for a statement of
the effect of the eight-hour law which
will have a tendency to relieve the rap-
idly waning confidence of the public in
-the chief industry of the province, such
:Statement to be published for the bene-
it of all concerned, or require his ad-
wvisers to call the legislature together
swithout delay, for the purpose of dealing
“with this important question,

—— Y —————
MAJOR HALDER'S VIEWS.

Whether the views expressed by Major
‘Halder in yesterday’s Colonist commend
‘themselves to the approval of the people
<of British Columbia, there can be no
: doubt that they are worthy of the great-
¢ est consideration. Any country is very
likely to t‘hin_k its own way of doing
-things the best; but when the co-opera-

tion of foreign capital is asked for the

weight. In the first place they are those

. of a man who has enjoyed exceptional

facilities of forming opinions on mining
questions, and in the next place he repre-
sents the greatest news agency in. the
world, and his mission to this Coast is to
report upon’the condition of mining as
he finds it. His reports will reflect his
ideas necessarily. They would be of
little value if they did not, for what he
is expected to give is not news only, but
an expert opinion., His letters will be
read by millions of people, whose interest
we are all very desirous of exciting in
our mineral resources. It is of the
greatest importance that the people of
British Columbia should know in ad-
vance how he regards the matter, so that
if he is in error he muy be set right, and
if he is correct in his judgment the neces-
sary changes may be made.

Major Halder said among other things
that our mining laws are antiquated.
This is not a pleasant sort of criticism,
but it means nothing more than that
from his point of view, the province has
not kept pace with the experience of
other mining communities. We think it
will be freely conceded that there has
not been in the last twenty years much
effort to examine the mining laws in the
light cast upon them by the experience
of other countries. There was really no
gréat necessity for such an examination.
‘While more or less mining was carried
on, until within a comparatively short
time, British Columbia made no claim to
be considered among the choice fields for
investment. When this claim was not
made, there was no reason to concern
ourselves with the laws in force else-
where, or the conditions which capital
found in other countries. But we are
on different ground usw. YWe have
shown to the world that there are oppor-
tunities for investment here. It is wise,
therefore, to ‘inquire what are the con-
ditions prevailing in places which are
competitors with us in the investment
market, and if they are more favorable
to investors than those existing here,
and if they have the prestige attaching
to great success, to shape our laws ac-
cordingly. Major Halder’s letters seem
likely to disturb the self-complacency of
the province, but possibly a little shock
in this direction may prove very healthy.

AN OPEN QUESTION. *

A Seattle paper says there is fear that
Great Britain intends to demand further
concessions in regard to the Alaskan
boundary. 'The great mistake of our
United States contemporaries in dealing
with this subject is to lose sight of the
fact that the question is an open one.
Their own government admits this. If
it were not an-open question is it suppos-
able for an instant that the Washington
government would discuss arbitration, or
assent to the establishment of any kind
of a modus vivendi? As long as the
question is open, it is absurd to talk of
concessions being made by either party,
except simply for temporary convenience,
and these will bind neither power in the
final settlement. For example, the fact
that Canada has tacitly assented to the
occupation of Skagway by United States
officials does not estop the British-com-
missioners from setting up a claim to
that point, nor does the hoisting of the
British flag at any point on the White
Fass or anywhere else along the possible
frontier estop the United States from
claiming territory beyond it. CIf our
friends across the border weuld charge
their memories with the fact that the
whole boundary question is open as far
as both nations are concerned, they
would” not be in such a fever all the
time for fear their government, in the
exercise of a spirit of neighborliness, may
make no objection to the exercise by
Canada of temporary authority at cer-
tain disputed points pending the final
determination of the boundary. It will
be time enough ‘to talk abput concessions
when an understanding has been arrived
at as to what the treaty of 1825 means.

STANLEY PARK.

The action of Mr. Justice Martin in
continuing the injunction against Mr.
Ludgate must be understood as an indi-
cation that, in his epinion, the contention
made on behalf of the province is tenable
under the evidence as far as it has been
presented, and consequently that the Do-
minion government has shown no title
to Deadman’s Island. If this view is
upheld on the hearing it will fol-
low that the Dominion government
has no title to Stanley Park, and if so
that the lease granted to the city of Van-
couver is null and void. This point was
expressly taken at the interview between
the Vancouver delegates and the govern-
ment, that is presuming the authorized
version of that interview printed in the
Vancouver Province to be correct. Mr.
Woodward, the chairman of the delega-
tion, is reported to have stated the case
as follows:

. If Mr Ludgate’s lease from the Domin-
lon government is null and void then the
title to Stanley Park, being an order-in-
council from the Dominion government in
1887, is null and void, and the position
the citizens of Vancouver find them in is
simply that they are without a park,
without ‘a recreation ground, without a
public drive, and the reservoir erected
at sugh an enormous expense to secure
a supply of water in the event of sudden
eémergency is no longer the property of
the city, nor is the pipe line on the city’s
property, according to Mr. Cotton’s
theory and the action taken by the pro-
vincial government. If the province owns
the park and if Mr. Cotton’s view of put-
ting up at public auction is carried out,

V.ancouver will have to repurchase the
rights she has already so dearly bought
to secure to the city the water supply.

To this statement of the matter no ex-
ception appears to have been taken, both
Mr. Martin and Mr. Cotton appearing to
think the case to be governed by the

sdevelopment of loecal resources, it be-

provisions in the Public Lands act re-

eases of w’nlnndn for

the following purposes:

For cutting hay,

" For personal occupation and cultiva-
tion, R

For general purposes for a term not
exceeding ten years. :

The last paragraph applies to land with-|
in the limits of any corporate city. Asa

ten years’ lease would not meet the re-

quirements of the people of Vancouver,
this section would not help them to-a
satisfactory title to the Park. A lease
granted under this provision is not a sub-
ject of public competition, but may be
granted by the Lieutenant-Governor-in-|
council “upon such conditions as may
be deemed advisable”” We find nothing
in the law authorizing, much less requir-
ing, the government to put up at public
competition leases for park purposes, nor
indeed for any purpose except for cuttl_n.g
timber. If this reading of the law is
correet, then Mr. Cotton is quite astray
when he intimated to the delegation that
Stanley Park and the ground on whigh
the reservoir stands must under certain
circumstances be put up to competition to
the highest bidder; and Mr. Martin was
equally wrong in suggesting that Van-
couver “might find itself in a fine fix

If the authorized version of what tran-
spired at the interview between the Van-
eouver delegation and the government
is correct, we have another instance af-
forded of the hap-hazard way in which
the present advisers of the Lieutenant-
Governor deal with legal questions.

Before proceeding to set out what we
submit is Vancouver's remedy in the
premises, we may pOint out that in the
act incorporating the city the ‘Govern-
ment Military Reserve is spoken of. This
is in the second section where the boun-
daries of the municipality are desecribed.
The closing phrases of this section are as
follows:

“Thence along the shore across the
.mouth of Fdlse Creek and along the
shore line of lot number 185 in said New
Westminster district and the government
military reserve to the First Narrows;
thence along the shore line of Burrard
Inlet to the place of beginning.”

‘We express no opinion as to the effect
of this legislative recognition of the exist-
ence of a government military reserve.
It is not germane to the proposition now
under consideration, which is as to how
Vancouver can secure a title to Stanley
Park if the ownership is vested in the
province. .

In 1881, which was five years before
Vancouver was incorporated, an act was
passed realling as follows.

It shall be lawful for the Lieutenant-
Governor to grant and convey any pub-
lic park or pleasure ground set apart or
reserved out -of any crown lands of this
prayince for the recreation and enjoy-
meant of the public to the municipal coun-
cil or corporation of any city or town
within the province upon trust to main-
tain and preserve the same for the use,
recreation and enjoyment of the public;
and any such corporation to whom such
grant or conveyance shall be made shall
have power to hold the lands thereby con-
veyed upon the trusts and for the pur-
poses aforesaid.

This was the law of the province at the
time Vancouver was incorporated and
Wwe submit applies to the city of Vancou-
ver as fully as it does to Victoria, al-
though the former city has its special act
of incorporation. The section last above
quoted now forms a part of the Muni-
cipal Clauses act, but we do not think
this limits the scope of its general lan-
guage, which applies, it to any city. It
is under this law that Vietoria holds
Beacon Hill Park, and if Stanley Park
belongs to the province, we submit that
Do reason exists why it should not be
handed over to Vancouver.

It the view of the law above taken is
correct and Stanley Park is crown land,
then the government has ‘full authority
to set it apart and reserve it as a park
and issue a grant forthwith to the muni-
cipal council of Vancouver. It is not
Décessary to inquire how this would
affect \that city’s right to those portions
of the park which are leased for com-
mercial purposes. At first sight we in-
cline to the opinion that they would have
to be exempted from the grants, but we
Suppose this is not material. The title
to the site of the reservoir would not
be affected, Because the erection of a
reservoir is not inconsistent with the
user of the property under the terms of
the law. The Colonist recommends the
city council of Vancouver and the gov-
ernment of the province to examine into
the above suggestions. If its view of
the law is correct and the province has
not, intentionally or otherwise, divested
itself of its title, Stanley Park may be
made as fully the property of Vancou-
ver as Beacon Hill Park is of Victoria.

—— e T Ll
BUSINESS SUFFERS.

It is probably quite correct to say that
for the first time in its history the busi-
ness affairs of the people of this prov-
ince are suffering from the result.of un-
wise legislation. Ordinarily it makes
very little differenceé to the merchant, as
a merchant, what laws the legislature
may pass. Ninety-nine per cent. of legis-
lation, as a rule, does not directly affect
trade. A conspicuous exception is fur-
nished by the eight-hour law. 'The
Colonist learns on excellent authority
that since the effects of this law began
to be felt there has been a marked fall-
ing off in collections from merchants in
the localities directly affected, and in
their orders for further supplies. The
reason of this is plain enough. When
men are out of work they cannot buy
goods and pay for them. That tells the
whole story. « >

The effect of the steaithy passage of
this meddlesome legislation is like a
frost upon a half-ripened wheat CTop.
No one can tell the amount of dainage
that has been done, for the harvest has

. For stone quarties and fishing stations.

some day with the water cut off from it.”

setting up the Attorney-General as a
scape-goat. His colleagues are as deep
in the mud as he is in the mire. - They
are even more culpable than he, because |
they have been long enough in the prov-
ince to understand something about the
conditions of mining, and have not.even
the poor excuse that they were simply
ignorant of what they were doing.

It has already been shown in the Colo-
nist that about a score of companies,
intending ‘to invest -in mining in this
province, have been 'prevented from
doing business by the arbitrary refusal
of the government to grant them miner’s
certificates. How much loss this means
to the merchants of Vietoria and Van-
couver, we have no means of ascertain-
ing, but it must be very large, Cer-
tainly a score of companies engaged in
mining would consume large quantities
of goods.
the demands of a large number of wage-
earners. Twenty mining companies
would have pay-rolls aggregating many
thousands of doHars monthly, and their
disbursements in other ways would be
large. . This has all been prevented by
the mere whim of the government. We
note a disposition among the friends of
the government to cast the responsibility
for this upon Mr. Martin, but ‘no such
excuse can be accepted. His colleagues
must either heartily approve of this
policy, which he is understood to have
originated, or be too weak to revolt
against his dictation, and in either case
they are undeserving of public confi-
dence.

The business interests of British Col-
umbia demand that the combination of
reckless demagoguism and political in-
capacity, now essaying the role of a cab-
inet, should be got rid of in the speediest
manner possible.

o

A TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT.

A wave of temperance sentiment is
sweeping over Europe. It has royal
sanction from King Humbert of Italy,
who.is a total abstainer; it has a staunch
advocate in William of Germany, who
while not going as far as his royal
brother of Italy, teaches extreme mod-
eration both by precept and example; the
young Queen of Holland lends the in-
fluence of her gentle example to the re-
form. Perhaps it is in France that the
movement is the strongest. The' more
thoughtful classes in that country are be-
coming alarmed at the progress of intem-
perance. Formerly it used to be the
boast of the French people that, though
they drank often, they did not drink
much, and they especially prided them-
selves upon the claim that they were a
more sober people than either the British
or the Germans. . Recent statistics show
the contrary of this. They show that
the Belgians are the first on the list in
the constimpiion of alecohol, with France
second, Germany third and Great Britain
fourth. It is interesting to note that
Canada occupies the lowest place on the
list, the consumption of alcoholic bever-
ages being smaller per capita in the Do-
minion than in any other civilized coun-
try. It is not only the amount of intoxi-
cants consumed in France that causes
alarm, but the quality of the liquor
drunk and the prevalence of intemper-
ance among women. The favorite drink
is absinthe, and its mental effect upon
its victims is even worse than the physi-
cai. Omne French physician has de-
clared that if the habit is not checked
the people will become a nation of mad-
men. It is frightful to think of children
begotten of absinthe-besotted parents be-
ginning in early life to use this soul-de-
stroying liquor. In Normandy, once the
home of the very flower of the French
race, so addicted have the peasantry
become to intemperance, that the average
working hours are not more than five
out of the twenty-four, and most of the
small earnings of the people are spent in
the drinking houses, which are so numer-
ous throughout rural France that they
are in the whole country in the propor-
tion of ong to every thirty people.
Hitherto it has been the favorite claim,
of the opponents of total abstinence that
in France, though every one drinks,
drunken people are few in number. This
was attributed to the custom of drinking
only at meals; but even this has been
carried to such an extent that one French
writer says that while the people are not
often drunk in public, the people are
almost all in a *“ fuddled condition of
mind ” the greater part of the time.
R&éent]y the habit of drinking at bars
withoup eating is growing, especially
among the devotees of absinthe, and it
is accentuating the evil, :

It is very clear that not in France
alone but in all civilized countries there
must be a great change in the habits of
the people or disaster will surely result
from the excessive use of alcoholic
stimulants. The mischief that is being
wrought by this practice is no longer de-
nied. Seventy years ago, when the total
abstinence movement was in its infanecy,
it was almost as much as a man’s posi-
tion in society was worth in any part of
Europe to declare himself favorable to it.
But the world has grown wiser in this
respect as in many others, and the names
of many of the foremost men of the time
will be found on the list of those who
either do not drink intoxieants at all or
else discountenance their use except in
extreme moderation. The notion that
the best type of hospitality is not possi-
ble without the use of alcoholic drinks
is rapidly being exploded- It is true
that many persons, who are themselves
abstainers, continue to provide wines
and other spirituous liquors for the use
of guests, but the number of men in
prominent positions, socially and other-.
wise, who abstain from their use is

’

-public' functions has been aban-

the subject. . An interesting sign of the
times. was the very rapid growth of the
u-treating movement started in Chi-
cago a short time ago. All temperance

| reformers long ago recognized that the

great danger to the community and the
individual is not in the use of alcoholic
drinks at regular meals, but in the treat-
ing habit, which ‘alone enables the saloon
to flourish, The movement, which has
been begun in Burope, aims at the re-
duction in the number of drinking places,
and in the education of the people to
the dangers of excess. It is not, strictly
speaking, a total abstinence movement;
it is not a prohibition movement. 1ts
object is to show the evils resulting from
the habit ‘of frequent drinking, and to
lessen the temptation to indulge in it by
reducing the number of places where it

Their trade would reprwenﬁ?r can be practised.

PASSING COMMENT.

The Globe takes the sensible view that
the views of a gentleman like Major
Halder =. to the effect of our mining
laws upo. investors ought not to be
treated li_htly. :

The Fernie Free Press looks forward
very hopefully to the early opening of
the Spokane market to Crow’s Nest Pass
coal. This will be brought about when
the Bedlington railway is open for
trafic. Spokane’s coal supply at pres-
ent is poor and costly.

The Trail Creek News thinks . it
“ simply ridiculous” that a man who
wants a liquor license he has to go all
the way to Cascade City for it. We are
living in a day of ridiculous administra-
J tion,

The “Wellington Enterprise and the
Nanaimo Review join in the request that
sportsmen will *allow the pheasants
another year’'s immunity from their guns.
This is a capital suggestion. The pheas-
-ants are thriving, and they ought to be
given a fair chance. By and bye.there
will be plenty of them for every one.

The Nelson Miner informs the Colo-
nist that the city in which it is published
would just as soon think of levelling its
mountains as of doing away with thun-
der storms. It can have them as often
as it likeg so far as Victoria is concerned.
Thunderstorms are like the gout—very

entertaining whem other people have
them.

The Times thinks it necessary to dis-
cuss editorially the alleged action of the
E. & N. railway company in carrying the
Hobbs case to the Privy Council, and
winds up its observations with this sapi-
ent sentence: “ The law will not allow
contracts to_ be violated because some
one has blundered in drawing them; if
it did, what would be the use 6f making
contracts?’ 'What would be the use
indeed? Also what would be the use of
courts if suitors are to be attacked in the
newspapers because they resort to them
for the purpose of ascertaining what their
contracts are? Mr. Hobbs says his con-
tract was for a certain thing; the rail-
way company say it was for something
else. One court held that the railway’s
understanding of the matter is correct;
another that Mr. Hobbs has the right
idea about it. If the company see fit to
get the opinion of a third and the highest
court, what right has any newspaper to
object? Would any pbjection have been
made if Mr. Hobbs had lost at Ottawa
and had determined to carry it to West-
minster? Would he not have been ap-
plauded by the Times for his courage?

The things that people see are inside of
them and no outside. No two people see
the same things exactly alike. One woman
may look out at a beautiful landscape and
See all the beauty and restfulness and
grandnes® that there is in it. Another
one will look out at the same scene and
see nothing. The man who is perfectly
well and vigorous enjoys life to the full.
Dr. Plerce’s Golden Medical Discovery
makes people well. There isn’t anything
miraculous abount it—it is the most natural
thing in the world. It simply puts the
digestive organs, the stomach, the liver,
the bowels, in perfect order, and thereby
makes the blood pure and rich. All dis-
eases live and thrive on impure biood. Keep
a stream of pure, rich, red blood flowing
into a diseased spot and the disease will
not stay. A man lives on rich, pure blood,
and disease dies on it

Dr. Pierce’s Golden Medical Discovery
makes pure, rich blood. Send 31 cents in
one-cent stamps to World’s Dispensary
Medical Association, Buffalo, N. Y., and
receive Dr. Pierce’'s 1008-page “Coainmon
%entsed Medieal Adviser,”” profusely illus-
rated.
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