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WATERFRONT AFFAIRSmuch greater—but was not the1 
cnunge, #so reducing the taxation, of value 
in the development of the mining industry?

On the subject of education the aim of 
the government was to preserve tne'System 
as now in a thoroughly efficient statu, pro- 
suhicient education, tree irom sectarian or 
viding for rich and poor alike g thoroughly 
sufficient education, free from sectarian or 
political influence—although some changes 
would be necessary It appeared In tne near 
future, in the direction of having tlie mun­
icipalities take more direct charge m edu­
cational matters. This aid nut meaq that 
the municipal system could perhaps ever, be 
introduced here to the extent prevailing in 
the sister province of Onario, for the nat­
ural conditions of the country forbade it.

The administration of justice aud the 
plans of the government in this connection, 
as well as with reference to the fostering 
ot agriculture, were briefly touched upon, 
and the Pï^mier passd to considration of 
the financial question, tracing the history 
of the British Columbia credit from the 
time of its establishment in 1891 down to 
the present day. Previous to the date in 
question some few loans had been floated 
privately at rates running from 4M, per 
had no place in the money market, and 
consequently no fixed credit upon which its 
financial status might be gauged. The in­
troduction of a proper financial system be­
came apparent as soou us the government 
became determined to inaugurate a liberal 
policy of provincial development by the 
creation of productive public works of the 
nature of railways, roads and trails. It 
was decided to place the loan at a low 
rate of interest, and per ent. was named 
in the empowering legislation. Three per 
cent, was afterwards decided upon, and 
when the flotation of the loan was taken in 
hand there were many who laughed at 
what Sir Charles Tupper—then agent-gen­
eral for Canada—was inclined to regard as 
presumptuous for an individual province. 
The representatives of the province perse­
vered, however, and the securities 
finally placed and British Columbia’s credit 
standard first arrived at, with 80 as 
figure. By the time the province asked the 
second loan, in 1893, the value of British 
Columbia three per cents had advanced to 
VI, and in 1895 it was 95—the highest 
credit of any colony save Ceylon or the 
Dominion of Canada. British Columbia at 
the present time was listed at 102, and this 
despite the charges of the opposition that 
the affairs of the country were being ho un­
wisely administered that only bankruptcy 
was to be anticipated. Could any sensible 
man believe, he asked, that the shrewd 
financiers of London—the money market of 
the world—would bid higher and higher 

or for British Columbia securities if they 
were not abundantly satisfied that the af­
fairs of the country, were in the hands of 
capable and trustworthy men, and the in­
vestments made by means of the several 
loans for the direct and substantial im­
provement of the province. At such a 
price as the present, should the province 
want more money to prosecute her public 

, works, it would be available at par, the 
11 province in reality getting its money at the 

low rate of 3 per cent. The declaration 
had recently been made by a Vancouver 
paper that while British Columbia’s securi 
ties had truly advanced ,it was not due to 
the condition or management of this prov­
ince particularly, but through a general 
cheapening of money the world over, and 
a comparison was instituted between the 
British Columbia threes and British con­
sols, the highest valued securities In all the 
world—itself an unintended, but neverthe­
less splendid compliment to the provincial 
stocks. Look into the matter, however, 
and what would be found? In 1891 British 
consols bearing 2% per cent, were worth 
99%; in 1895 they had advanced to 106%, 
or an increase of 7% per cent.
Columbia threes in the former year were 
worth 86, and in the latter 95, or an ad­
vance of 9 per cent. To-day the improve­
ment from the first year dealt with showed 
consols to have risen 12 per cent., and 

ay, there had been some delay in the British Columbia threes 19 per cent. (Ap- 
carrying of the proiect to a satisfactory P^use.j 
conclusion, chiefly through the failure of As to the cry of over-expenditure from 
the Dominion government to carry out its 1891 to date, it would be found that the 
contemplated measure of assistance to the province had expended in extraordinary 
road. Arrangements were, however, mak- public works a sum of $4,260,000, exclusive 
lug that would secure the carrying out of of railway charges, or $4,395,000; deduct 
that portion of the road from the Stiklne from this the amount contributed from 
river north at a very early date, while the special loans, $3,396,000, and it would be 
section- to a British Columbia . seaport seen that not only had the general 
would stand over for a time, and the pres- of the country been sufficient for the cur­
ent congestion be relieved by the makings rent cost of government, but it had left a 
of a good wagon rond immediately, that balance of over a million dollars to turn 
would at the same time provide employ- into the public works account. Was this 
ment for the army of north-bonnd pros- evidence of progress or of retrogression? 
pectors camped along the route and eager. With reference to Kootenay, the gov era- 
to get through into the gold country. ment had realized its great possibilities, 

The general results of the railway policy wen when it was represented m the legis- 
of the government he held to have been lature by a member who spoke for but 13 
highly creditable—indeed, no other country voters in all. and later on, when two mem 
similarly situated as to population, area bers were allowed it for a voting popula- 
and geographical conditions under the Brit- tion of 300. The government believed that 
ish flag had done so much in the way of its immense resources would justify a lib- 
bringing in railways to promote settlement oral expenditure to open it up properly, 
and make latent resources contribute to bat were met with many difficulties from 
the wealth and prosperity of the commu- the members who charged that the 
nity. The opposition were now quite agreed templated large expenditures for Kootenay 
that the railways that had been built were would be in the nature of speculation in un- 
for the best interest of the province—or at proved mines. But the government had 
least they knew that it would be fatal to gone ahead: the railways had been built; 
their chances to dispute the patent fact— and the country had been opened up as it 
and so they contented themselves by say- never cculd have been had the govern­
ing that while the railways were essential ment, Instead of going about the work on 
to the progress of the province, the bar- business like principles, devoted itself to 
gains that had been made with their build- the consideration of such fads as national- 
ers had not been the very best that could ization of railways, etc. In closing, the 
have been made had the government waited Premier satisfactorily explained the gov- 
a little. They would lead the public to ernment’s course and present position with 
believe, if they could, that it was the easl- reference to the Jtevelstoke protection mat- 
cat matter in the world .to induce capital- ter, and the necessity and possibility of se- 
Ists to put their*money into railway pro- curing from the Dominion an amendment 
jects for the opening up of sections of the of the terms of union, particularly with 
country, the resources of which—no matter regard to railway control, the tidal lands 
how sanguine British Columbians were question, the care of the Insane, and the 
with regard to .them—were decidedly proportionate refund of Dominion-collected 
problematical until the railways permitted .revenue. A series of questions were then 
of their development. Capitalists eager to offered, to which Hon. Mr. Turner replied 
build railways in a new and comparatively in the following order: 
unknown country were not as thick as “ 1. Why did the government attempt to 
blackberries In July, and as an illustration Impose a 2 per cent, tax on the output of 
of the difficulties experienced in securing metalliferous mines ? ” 
railway investment, he instanced the his- Because it was considered a reasonable 
tory of the Island road. Long before the rate, although representations were subse- 
matter of its construction was taken in qnently made from the mining regions, on 
hand by the late Hon. Robert Dnnsmnir, which it was decided to reduce’ the impost 
a number of other residents of the prov- to 1 per cent. This would be found In- 
ince, in conjunction with representative finitely more fair and more beneficial in 
Californians, succceeded in securing the promoting the Opening up of the mines 
passage of a measure known as the Clem- tiffin the former taxation on the value of 
ents bill, by which infinitely more exten- the mining property.
sive privileges were obtained than were •; 2. Why does the government impose a 
contained in the act under which the road tax on men working metalliferous mines 
was finally constructed. The company re- that is not Imposed on men worklifg in 
ceived some 300,000 acres more of land, coal mines or in other callings ?” 
and there was no provision in the charter Because the removal of the tax would 
by which they were bound to sell at any sweep away all contributions to the rev- 
low or- fixed price to settlers upon.the lands enue and the costs of government from the 
so granted—the Dunsmulr charter stipulât- aliens who come to British Columbia to 
ing on a price of $1 per acre for a stated reap the benefits of our mines, enjov the 
period after the passage of the grant. So protection afforded bv our administration 
soon as the Clements charter was secured, of justice, are cared for at our assisted 
the gentlemen interested in it went to the hospitals, and if they have children are 
moneyed men of Europe and America, but able to give them a good education at the 
could find none among them who would expanse of the public of British Columbia, 
take up the scheme, and were finally At\ the same time, he was quite prepared 
obliged to aoamlon tneh* endeavors and to a Irolt that there was a measure of injus- 
surrender their deposit of $15,000. This tfee in this impost when applied to the 
matter was instanced merely to show the worl ers in - mines who were not prospect- 
difficulties in the way of Interesting capl- ors. and It had been contemplated to take 
tay in the development of sections of the it of at the last session of the legislature 
country which, no matter how promising, until protests were actually received from 
were nevertheless regarded as risky specu- the ninlng districts. The coal miners 
la lions. It was for this reason that better were! not in the same position es the metal- 
terms were of necessity given sometimes lifercbs miners, for they were for th*> most 
to railway promoters than the subsequent part Settled members of the community 
showings of the country would seem to and toey did not enjoy the privileges of 
have demanded.The history of the several entry upon land, prof spotting, taking up 
assisted roads In the country, and the urg- claims, etc., unless thev, loo. secured the 
eucy that prompted their construction were miner’s licence at the 
traced, and the Shuswap & Okanagan ar- rods of them 
rangement described, it being explained dene.
road coming into the coffers of the province “ 3. Are you now a director of any speen- 
bow the 40 per cent, on the earnings of the lative mining company, or have you at anv 
was considerably less than what It other- time, while holding a portfolio, allowed 
wise would be had not the government your name to be "used in such connection 
for the advantage of the settlers and pro- with any speculative mining company? If 
dneers insisted on low freight! rates, the so, do yon not feel that you have injured 
commission on these being of course lower the standing of British Columbia abroad 
than it would have been had the company and are you not aware that Lord Salisbury 
been permitted to fix its rates, and fix them and his cabinet resigned all directorships 
on a high profit scale. before accepting portfolios ? •*

But while the direct profit from the line To this the Premier replied that he xvas 
to the government was thereby reduced, a director In two good English companies 
the advantage of the concession to the set- one of which, the Athabasca Minn 
tiers was apparent In an Increase of the pnny, was at present opening up a mine 
wheat exportation from the section In ten adjoining the Sliver King property Desides 
years from between 800 andl,000 tons per having fumerons other promising invest 
annum to upwards of 7,000 tons, while ments iff the province. He was still q three flouring mills established in the dis- local ajPsor in this company! and he had 
trict were being operated at substantial been UStrumental In interesting British 
profit, and shipping a considerable portion capital in British Columbia In this wav.
?£ rK!PpIy the co”8amers of It was at the time he was in England inthe Coast cities. This new railway from connection with one of the Mans that he 
Penticton would still further Improve the had been approached by leading financiers. 
n!ror the farmers of the Okanagan, who exnlalned to him* how advantageous it 

. j ® O. road in consequence might would be to the province to have some 
with confidence be expected very soon to be influential men connected with projects 
no longer a liability upon the province in seeking British capital, in order that in- 
any respect. vestors therein might hâve the advantage

Passing to the general public works of tbe of consultation with them. This company V1 p, Premier showed how over he spoke of was- one of the first to make 
M.000.000 bad been expended In public large investments in the province, and he 
works exclusive of railways during the past bad no reason whatever to be ashamed of* 
ten years—schools, hospitals, asylums, liis connection with it. or with the company 
homes _for the poor and infirm, etc.—and itself. The other company, 
t-h» with no appreciable increase in the company, had at present its 
taxation, although Mr. Cotton would very îving and .was also on the high 
probably, point to the 1 per cent, minerai cess. He had known of Lord 
output tax In eontmdlcloh. He would hold action referred to, but could not regard the 
perhaps that the mines should as before bn eomnaiison as fl fust one, as he was not 
taxed en assessed value and this no dnm>t in the same noslth-n as Lord Salisbury. He 
would have made the revenue from this was a man of business, nota man of great

wealth, and the salary attaching to a port­
folio in British Columuia was nothing like 
the £15,000 per annum viijoyed by the Brit­
ish prime minister.

“ 4. Barring this province, do you know 
of auy other prime minister who has al­
lowed his name to be used in advertising 
the merits of speculative companies "

Yea; there were several, he oelieved, al­
though he could not give the names with­
out reference. There were a number of 
them, however, in Australia or New Zea­
land, if his memory served him right. He 
could also mention a governor of the North­
west and the governor of British Columbia, 
aud there was no legitimate reason why 
they should not. As for any remuneration 
attaching, he had himself been required to 
spend in connection more than he had re­
ceived from either company.

Mr. Brown, of Kettle river, here ro 
inquire: “ Wuat is the reason the

and general advantage of this new sys­
tem are evident and it will worthily 

i commemorate the move into the perman­
ent headquarters of the future.

POLITICAL NOTES.
The watchword for the Victoria gov­

ernment supporters should be: The tick­
et, the whole ticket and nothing but the 
ticket.

Will Vancouver claim the disgraceful 
notoriety of electing the first avowed an­
nexationist to the provincial legislature? 
We do not believe it.

The three Esqnimait H.’s, Higgins, 
Hayward and Harris, or, as Robin Red 
Breast would say, Tggins, 'Ayward hand 
’Arris, will have an additional point of 
resemblance after July 9th, when their 
names will all be Dennis. At present 
there is only Dennis Harris.

Mr. G. A. Huff, the government, can­
didate for Alberni, feels very confident 
of his election for that district, but at 
the same time is not sparing any effort 
to bring it about. The feeling, he says, 
throughout the district is very favor­
able.

The present election affords the people 
of British Columbia the first opportunity 
they have had to express their opinion 
on annexation. The way to do it is to 
snow under by their ballots Joseph Mar­
tin and every candidate in sympathy 
with him".

Before a loyal British subject gives 
a vote to_an opposition candidate, he 
should require the candidate to publicly 
disavow hny connection with Joseph 
Martin, annexationist. It is fair to sup­
pose tha tthe opposition candidates, who 
are working in harmony with this man 
and stand ready to aid him in his am­
bition to secure the premiership, did not 
know that he was prepared to hand 
Canada over to the United States.

Mr. Booth’s friends feel sanguine of 
his success in North Victoria. It was 
thought at one time that Mr. Paterson 
would have a majority in Saanich, 
which it might be difficult for Mr. Booth 
to overcome on the islands; but as the 
campaign progresses it becomes clearer 
that it is doubtful if Mr. Paterson can 
count with any confidence upon defeat­
ing Mr. Booth in Saanich. The people 
are reviewing Mr. Booth’s legislative ca­
reer and -are asking themselves what 
they will gain by ousting him for the 
sake of an untried man.

Mr. Hagel, Q.C., gave Mr. Joseph Mar­
tin a hard rub at Wellington over the 
Northern Pacific scandal as it was call­
ed in Manitoba. In mentioning the trou­
ble between the Free Press of Winnipeg 
and Mr. Martin, Mr. Hagel remarked 
that the whole difficulty arose out of 
the fact that when the bill was brought 
into the house providing for the rail­
way, there was a provision in it setting 
aside $500 a mile without saying what 
this money was for. This sum was to 
be dealt with by Mr. Martin as railway 
commissioner. Asked by Mr. Luxton 
how this could possibly be justified, Mr. 
Martin, had, according to Mr. Luxton’s 
statement in court, said : “You know that 
these things cannot go through without 
promoters," and added Mr. Hagel, Mr. 
Martin was on the directorate of the 
Northern Pacific & .Manitoba.

Mr. Joseph Martin in a speech deliver­
ed last Tuesday in Vancouver endeav­
ored to create the ifiapression that the 
present administration is what he des­
cribed “as arVictoftji concern.” It is a 
gross piece of impertinence on the part 
of Mr. Martin, a comparative stranger, 
to attempt to re-introduce sectionalism 
into British Columbia politics; but there 
is not a base instinct of the human 
mind to which this man will not appeal 
when he sets ont on a quest of office. 
He desires now to set the Mainland 
against the Island. He will ignomin- 
ionsly fail; but it is right that the 
pie of British Columbia, whether they 
reside on the Mainland or the Islands, 
should bear in mind that this would-be 
leader of a new government starts out 
his campaign by raising the sectional 
cry, which we all hoped had been taken 
out of politics forever. As a matter of 
fact, so far from the Turner ministry 
being sectional, nearly everything that 
it has recently done has been done for 
the Mainland, as the measures passed 
and the appropriations. voted will show. 
The people of the Islands do not object 
to this, because they recognize that the 
greater part of the province is on the 
Mainland and that the necessities of 
that portion are greater. What they 
will object to most strenuously is any 
attempt to create a feeling of hostility on 
the Mainland against them.

The candidates in Nelson are Mr. J. 
Fred Hume and A. S. Farwell. Mr.’ 
Hume is in opposition; Mr. Farwell takes 
an independent attitude. In his card 
Mr. Farwell says he will advocate a 
change in the mineral act so as to com­
pel all partners in a mining claim to 
bear their share of the assessment work 
or forfeit their interests.’ He wjll seek 
to have the law amended so that liti­
gants, shall put np security for costs be­
fore advertising applications for improve­
ments. He will advocate promotion in 
the public service and the abolition of 
the mining license so far as it applies 
to the employees of mining companies. 
He expresses the opinion that Nelson 
will be best served by the election of a 
representative who is not pledged to 
either party. It is understood that, if 
elected, Mr. Farwell will give the gov­
ernment an independent support.

Mr. A. J. MeLellan returned on Fri­
day from a visit to Bossiand. He con­
firms the report that the government can­
didate will certainly be elected in that 
section of Kootenay, particularly since 
Mr. McKane, who is very popular, agreed 
to accept the nomination. At a meeting 
held at Trail a very strong feeling in 
favor of the government was displayed, 
the chairman of the meeting, Mr. Thos. 
Ha ugh ton, formerly a staunch supporter 
of the opposition, predicting that Mr. 
McKane will receive four votes to the op­
position candidate’s one in Trail.

Our Surrey correspondent writes:— 
"The candidates here are Mr. H. Benson, 

of Ladner’s Landing, who supports the 
platform of the provincial government, 
and Thomas Forster, farmer, of Port 
Kells, the opposition. The Delta riding 
in the past been a stronghold of the 
opposition, but reports from different 
parts of the constituency indicate a great 
landslide of public opinion, and thus the 
votes are so equalized that the chances 
for success are in Mr. Benson's favor."

THE PREMIER’S TOUR. source

Splendidly Equipped Quarters Like­
ly to Be Beady for Business 

Next Week.

The “Empress of China” Completes 
an Uneventful Trip From 

the Orient.

Nelson’s Electors Have Placed Be­
fore Them Government Policy 

and Mr.- Cotton’s Criticism.

West Indians En-route to the 
Orient — Waterfront 

Notes.

Special Quick Delivery Will Then 
Be Inaugurated—Customs and 

Other Offices.

Kootenay Issues Particularly Dis­
cussed and Mr. Turner Answers 

Several Questions.
se to 
gov­

ernment side ot the House went so hard 
against Corbin getting his charter for the 
Kettle river railway ? ”

With 1,060 tons of cargo beneath her 
hatches and a total of 470 passengers on 
board, the R.M.S. Empress of China, 
Capt. It. Archibald, K.N., arrived at 
William Head from the Orient 
o’clock yesterday afternoon, after a 
xoyage, smooth but hazy overhead. By 
7 o’clock the tender Willapa had reurn- 
ed to Victoria with the mails aud pass­
engers, having been but a very few hours 
at quarantine. There were 129 saloon 
aud 31 of the 236 Chinese of the China's 
passengers returned on the Willapa, the 
former including Mr. A. H. Rennie and 
wife, Lord Dormer, who about a year 
ago embarked at Vancouver for the 
Orient, and Chas. Methall and Francis 
Willark, of London. The passenger list 
was as usual made up mainly of tour­
ists, missionaries and commercial men, 
but of the exception a few of the most 
notable were Hon. E. Wittenoom, who 
some time ago was premier of Western 
Australia, but who has now been promot­
ed to the position of agent-general for 
that country with headquarters, at Lou­
don; Mr. Bethell, an Australian ship­
owner, who with his wife is here ; 
tially on pleasure and party on business, 
and Capt. F. K. Loveband, A.D.C. to the 
late commander of the British forces on 
the China station. A party of thirteen 
jugglers ivereyAlso passengers. Among 
the most important consignments in the 
ship’s cargo, apart from a big shipment 
of tea, were 611 bundles of silk, 155 

of silk, 25 cases of opium and eight 
of silverware. The steamer left

Amongst the many improvements 
which have been effected in the physical

Nelson, June 23.—(Special)—Mayor John 
Houston presided at a well-attended and 
orderly joint political meeting held here to­
night, of which Premier Turner explained

appearance of Victoria during the past 
few years none have been more urgently 
required or more fitting and commen­
surate with the growing importance of 
the capital of Britigh Columbia, than 
the erection of new postal offices for the 
transaction of the city’s business. A 
Colonist representative yesterday called 
on Postmaster Shakespeare, who kindly 
accompanied him over the new edifice 
and explained the many conveniences 
connected with the proposed modus oper­
and!. The postmaster expects to get 
everything in working order at the new 
centre by the first week in July. The 
completion of the works has it appears 
been unavoidably delayed owing to the 
non-arrival of various internal fittings 
which were ordered from the East, but 
these are now practically all in place and 
no further delay need be occasioned. 
Mr. Shakespeare is naturally well pleased 
with the change of location. The pres­
ent office, in addition to being too small, 
is too close to the level of the street and 
is notx healthy for the employees. In 
the new quarters ample space is one of 
the chief features, combined with good 
drainage, more modern apparatus for dis­
charging the work and more light. These 
are the prominent points.

The new building combines within its 
total area, not only the posai department, 
but also tiie savings bank, custom house 
head offices, these of course do not in­
trude in any way tbe one on the other, 
but are nevertheless in convenient prox­
imity which will be duly appreciated. 
The, Dominion government architect at 
Ottawa who was entrusted with the de­
sign of the Victoria building, has pro­
duced a duplicate as near as possible of 
the standard government office of this 
kind. It might not be called architectur­
ally beautiful from an external point of 
view, but this defect if such it be deemed 
is more than compensated for by the ex­
cellence of the internal arrangements, 
which are of a most up-to-date character 
throughout. Work 
about three years ago on the new pile, 
and it has been a long and patient wait 
on completion.

The building has a frontage of about 
100 feet on Government street over­
looking the James Bay bridge. It is of 
stone of substantial foundation and is 
four, stories in height, with a basement. 
Externally it presents a buttressed ap­
pearance, facing to the east with mans­
ard roof and lit by square lights on the 
grouped principle. The public entrances 
are on the angle at each front corner and 
aie led up to by wide stone staircases. 
The posting outside boxes are in the cen­
tre in front, being conspicuous by the 
large brass plate facing up the front. On 
entering at either side you find yourself 
in a large airy vestibule, which contains 
tbe saiycase leading up above and also 
the passenger elevator on the east side. 
Passing through the swing doors you en­
ter the general office, which extends t^ie 
whole length of the front of the building. 
Here, in the centre section, are located 
the private boxes, 000 in number, all 
easily accessible, whilst subdividing th 
again into sections as it were, are the 
private inquiry, general delivery office, 
with two windows, posting boxes and- 
stamp purchase office. The whole face 
of these various departments so to speak, 
is surmounted by a most artistic anr 
ornate, carved and panelled topping, the 
effect heing heightened by the row of 
fancy designed and colored glass patterns 
let in, forming part of the panelling. The 
electric light is festooned and installed 
throughout, the whole compartment of 
most imposing extent with its plaster 
walls, bronzed heating fixtures and orna­
mental and varnished diagonally laid 
w ooden ceiling, constructed on the 
squares principle, will when illuminated 
at night look exceedingly well. On the 
James Bay side of the public office is the 
door leading into the money order and 
registered letter department. There is 
no cramped space noticeable here and 
every convenience is about which the 
public appreciate in transacting this 
form of business. The postmaster’s pri­
vate room lies right behind the money 
order office and it is commodious and well 
appointed for his particular work. It is 
in direct communication with the west 
vestibule and thel main working office. 
This latter is of course right behind the 
general or public office. Here the great 
brunt of the- postoffice work is carried 
out. The mails arrive and depart from 
this point. The inward mails are hoist­
ed by elevator (not yet installed) from 
the basement, where they are dumped 
on to the preliminary sorting tables, 
thence on to the stamping tables and so 
on to the private boxes and general de­
livery department, where the postmen 
sort them into the various circuits. Thfs 
department is*well lighted naturally and 
srtifically and is provided with every 
device for speedily conducting the work. 
The telephone is in evidence in all the 
principal offices.

The basement embraces the whole area 
of tbe main building and contains the 
storerooms, boiler department, lavatories, 
etc. It is concreted underfoot, the 
walls plastered and it is well ligfited 

e throughout. The letter carriers have a 
private room here furnished with cup­
boards for their own convenience, with 
locks and keys. The lavatories are well 
found and due regard has been paid to 
the sanitary arrangements. The who»e 
structure will be heated by hot air, gener­
ated frojm four Oxford type boilers built 
by the Gurney Company, Toronto, and 
having connection with every room 
throughout the building. Tbe mall* ar­
rive and depart from tbe back, where 
they are transferred to and from the 
office through a large window built In the 
basement for that purpose, the elevator 4 
taking them up to the sorting room 
above. Here also are the public post 
boxes, leading down from the front 
street. Some enterprising people have 
already been posting letters here in mis­
take.

The new building is plentifully sup­
plied with fire-extinguishing apparatus in 
case of necessity should it ever arise, 
and while thus completing a description 
of it there only remains to be said that 
it in every way is a distinct credit to the 
designer and those entrusted with the 
carrying out of the work and likewise 
to the city in which it has been erected, 
i It should be mentioned that a new sys­
tem will be inaugurated after July 1, in 
reference to the delivery service, and I 
while a new departure it is a good one, 
unique and will be largely taken advan­
tage of. A letter can after that date 
be posted at any of the offices in the 
•country and if its delivery be urgently 
desired, by affixing a special 10c. delivery 
stamp iq addition to the ordinary post­
age it will immediately ob arrival be 
sorted out and despatched to its destina­
tion by special messenger. The utility

“We had a very good reason,” replied 
the Premier. “ Having subsidized a rail­
way from liobson to open up the very same 
district, it would not have been business 
lo nave enabled another railway to come 
in aud take the trade from the line the 
province had endorsed. When we pay out 
a subsidy for a road, we have to do what 
we can to promote its interests and prevent 
it, if possible, from 
ily a charge upon the province. Besides, 
our policy is British Colum(bia for the 
British Columbians, not for the United 
States or the city of Spokaue.” (Ap­
plause.)

“ What made your country here, 
though ? ” persisted Mr. Brown. “ Was it 
not the Americans ? . Aud besides, isn’t 
competition the life of trade ? ”

the situation as viewed by the government 
jand its friends, and Mr. F. C. Cotton, of 
Vancouver, set forth the claims on which 
the opposition ask to be given control of the 
country’s affairs on the 9th proximo. The 
Premier was strongly argumentative in 
his address, which unquestionably turned 
many wavering votes, while Mr, Cotton 
was evidently telling the strict truth when 
he declared that he had lost heart—al­
though he said it was with trying to re­
form the government, while the probability 

that it was with trying to defeat the 
government.

According to the arrangements, Hon. Mr. 
Turner was first accorded the platform, 
and being limited to time, prefaced his 
theme very briefly. He outlined the good 
work that had been done by the govern­
ment for the upbuilding of the province by 
practical business methods, and contrasted 
those with what was to be anticipated 
from a party whose policy appeared to be 
chiefly the promulgation of impossible fads 
of more than 
best, such as 
ways and the remission of the mortgage 
tax by the substitution of single tax.

Instead of such experiments with 
province and its credit 
government proposed a distinct and defiqite 
policy, the wisdom of which had been abun­
dantly proved by profitable experience. As 
a first and foundation plank came the de­
velopment of the country by means 
railways, roads, trails, bridges and surveys. 
Then came education, the administration 
of justice, agricultural expansion and main­
tenance of provincial credit—the latter be­
ing the engine working the entire machin­
ery of the country, and making possible 
the carrying out of public works essential 
to further

Each of

at 2

becoming uuuecessar-

is

“ There Is some truth in what you say 
with regard to tne Americans assisting in 
the development of our mines,” replied the 
Premier. - But what did they do it for? 
Because they could come over into British 
Columbia and make money out of our re­
sources. And they got good value for 
their assistance—in the profits of our 
mines, the protection of our laws, and the 
amenities of civilization wre have provided 
lor all who come within our borders. Let 
a Canadian workman go _
American mines, aud will he get as well 
treated? Not-by any means. The first 
thing he will be asked is, 1 Are 3*ou an 
cent, to 7 per cent., but the province had 
American citizen ’—and if not he will be 
politely requested to gel out. We are 
pleased to be neighborly with the Ameri­
cans, and to welcome them among our 
citizens and treat them well. But the 
policy of the present government Is, and 
will continue to be as long as I am identi­
fied with it, British Columbia for our own 
people.” (Applause.)

Mr? Cotton followed, giving practically 
the same address wdth which he has favor­
ed the electors in other places since the 
Initiation of the present campaign. He 
first of all twitted the Premier for having 
dealt in ancient history, reviewing matters 
of nÿlway policy inaugurated prior to the 
formation of the preseut government, and 
then proceeded to take the government to 
tusk tor what he termed the bad bargains 
in these identical arrangements.

Passing the redistribution measure, 
he argued that the system should have 
been based on a greater consideration of 
tbe factor of representation by population; 
the Water Clauses Consolidation bill, he 
maintained, had boon bungled, as the re­
cording fee should not have been made an 
initiatory charge; and the miners’ tax, 
according to his view, if it were intended 
simply to apply to aliens, should provide 
exemption for British subjects. Mr. Tur­
ner’s planks of policy, as he regarded them, 
were not planks of policy ^t all, but ele­
mentary propositions that no government 
could or would disregard

Then the mortgage tax

the

questionable advantage at 
the flationalization of rail- pa r-

over into the

the
aud resources, the

cases 
cases
Hongkong on June 8 and Yokohama on 
June 17, and will arrive at Vancouver 
early this morning.

’FRISCO STEAMERS.progress, 
these points The steamship Queen arrived yesterday 

morning on her first trip from San Fran­
cisco in the place of the City of Puebla, 
reaching port nearly half a day late, 
through meeting head winds on the voy­
age north. She brought 109 passengers 
and 141 tons of freight for Victoria. 
On the Umatilla sailing for San Fran­
cisco last evening were the following pas­
sengers ticketed at Victoria, in addition 
to a large number of overland travellers 
taking the snip here: W. S. Kramer 
wife and child, Miss Edwards, Mrs. 
Rose Short, Miss E. Robinson, J. D. 
Milligan, D. Wise, H. Rosenbarsen, B. 
Wood, B. Wilàon, C. F. Hutchins, J. H. 
Hutchins, F. W. Runing, R. Dennison, 
D. Clark, Wm. Hatfield and O. Owen.

AFTER SEA OTTERS.

of policy was then
taken up, with railway matters first, 
was shown how, through the policy of the 
present administration, construction had 
been secured of upwards of 500 miles of 
railway, while the Crow’s Nest lino was 
now fast approaching completion, work 
was going on on the Columbia & Western 
road from Robson, and the connecting line 
from Penticton into the Boundary country, 
these connecting lines forming a direct 
route, via Sicamous, to the Okanagan val­
ley and the coast. Arrangements had also 
just been completed for the carrying out 
of the direct road from Penticton to the 
coast, and two parties of surveyors had 
this week taken tne field to locate the line, 
and one party would shortly be on the 
south side of the river at Chilliwack. The 
first mentioned of these undertakings 
would be completed within the present 
year; the other* would be rushed to com­
pletion with all speed consistent with 
good work.

With regard to the Teslin lake or Yukon 
railw

was commenced

British

% . ,,, The fact that the sea otter has return-
length being described as^dua?^^taxation* ed to tbe island shores has been made

was the policy of the opposition to abolish the Eastern fishing schooners that re­
ft altogether, for there was no result to be eently came around from the Atlantic 

Iender8 ^should Coast with-a party of gold hunters, has 
not be permitted to insist upon the bor- been nurehased hv Cantain White who rower paying the tax—borrowers were in Z.fSFJïurenasea py captain wmte, wno 
all cases the suppliants, and the lenders, Wl. “er ou^ I°r an* ^expeditioh. Gap­
having them at their mercy, would simply tain White is an old sealer, but he in- 
say, ‘Very well, you will have to pay 1 per tends to hunt the sea otter, which is 
cent, more for the money, that’s all. In- probably the most valuable fur animal > 
stead of meeting the difficulty manfully, tho world . *
the government had seen fit to set aside a me ° 1<3‘ 
sum of $1,000 for the appointment of a 
commission that would make a comfortable 
thing for some legal friend, and would no 
doubt result satisfactorily In the end. As 
to the government’s action In the sewage 
matter, he Insisted that the government 
should have controlled the board of health 
and set aside their report, rather than put 
the Kootenay cities to the cost involved, 
and which many of the towns could not 
bear. The necessity of applying to the 
Dominion or Imperial government for the 
prevention of further Chinese immigration, 
and an analysis of the financial situation, 
as viewed through opposition blue glasses, 
concluded the address.

revenue

The charge against a Chinese laun- 
dryman, who refused to give the tax 
collector a list of the men in his em­
ploy, was yesterday withdrawn upon the 
payment of costs, the Chinaman having 
since the case was last before the court 
furnished the required list.

em

peo-
The Whole

Civilized WorldReplying to a question by Mr. Renwick, 
Mr. Cotton took all credit to the opposi­
tion’s policy of obstruction in the ho 
for having procured for Kootenay Its addi­
tional member.

use

Then Mr. John Miles asked a question.
“ Are you willing to put a tax on all em­

ployers of Chinese labor ? ” he asked.
Mr. Cotton doubted if such legislation 

would be within the limits of constitutional 
law.

“ I have always disapproved of the em­
ployment of Chinese on contract work.” he 
said, “ and anything I can do In that direc­
tion I would be glad to do If we had the 
power.”

“ Ypu say you haven’t the power,” pur­
sued Mr. Miles, “ but if we gave you the 
power, would you do It ? ”

“ If we were in power, I would do all I 
could to discourage the employment of 
Chinese on railway or public works,” was 
the reply. “If we could Impose such a 
tax, I should* favor it.”

4‘ I can explain why Mr. Cotton is 
doubtful,” said Hon. Mr. Turner, t 
coming forward. He then p 
explain how the leader of the opposition 
(Mr. Semlin) is himself a large employer of 
Chinese, his ranch in Yale having been 
worked for years by Mongolian labor, while 
the chief supporters of the opposition 
cause, the New Vancouver Coal Co.—are q,t 
the same time the largest employers of 
Chinese labor in the whole province.

In replying to Mr. Cotton generally, the 
Premier then explained the action of the 
government with regard to the sewage 
matter touched on—holding that It was the 

y of the government to protect the 
1th and lives of the people In a manner 

decided to be necessary by the best medi 
decided to be necessary by the best experts 
of the medical profession, even although it 
did entail unfortunately a heavy cost upon 
the towns, which no one regretted more 
than he. As to the Water Clauses Consoli­
dation act, not one of the companies using 
water was as yet other than perfectly sat­
isfied with the arrangements made. Redis­
tribution was next reviewed in its several 
phases, and the mortgage tax problem 
carefully gone into—reference being made 
to the pertinent admission 
Cotton that even if the law made the im­
position of the tax upon the borrower 11- 
egal ,the desired result would not be 

achieved, for the lender would increase the. 
Interest, having the borrower at his mercy. 
This was the kernel of the entire matter. 
Money would always bring Its current-price 
and tbe personal bargain between lender 
and borrower could never be regulated by 
legislation in the nature proposed by the 
opposition.
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Pile’s Celery Compopnd
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Wonderfül Cures.

It Saves Men and Women 
When All Other Med­
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make better 
A little care 

birth is often 
that can be

Healthy, happy children 
men and women of us all. 
and a little planning before 
more Important than anything 
done after. On the mother’s health and 
strength depend the life and the future of 
the children. A weak and sickly woman 
cannot bear strong and healthy ch Idrvn. 
Most of the weakness of women is utterly 

Proper care and proper 
mediciFe will cure almost any disorder of 
the feminine organism. Dp. Pierce’s Fav­
orite Prescription has been tested in 30 
years of practice. It Is healing, soothing, 
strengthening. It is perfectly natural In 
its operation and effect. By its use, thou­
sands of weak women have been made 
strong and healthy—have been made the 
mothers of strong and healthy children. 
Taken during gestation, it makes child­
birth easy and almost painless, and •nsures 
the well-being of both mother aud child. 
Send 31 cents In one-cent stamps to the 
World’s Dispensary Medical Association, 
and receive Dr. Pierce’s 1,000 page “Com­
mon Sense Medical Adviser,” profusely 11- 
bistrated.
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A CONVERTED PHYSICIAN.
With the Aid of South American Kidney 

Cure, He Nurses His “Hopeless ” Cases 
Back to Health.

A prominent physician writes thus of 
nW'“" 44 Personally until very recentlydiabetes:

" have never known an absolute cure. ___
this same physician says further that he 
has noted the wonderful work accomplished 
in patients of his by South American Kid­
ney Cure. Patients whom he had ceased 
to treat, because In his estimation there 
was no cure and no hope. What a tribute 
this is to be the medical genius in the 
compounding of this great remedy—this 
kidney specific. It sooths, heals and cures 
the diseased parts Does it quieklr and 
Permanently, 
arid Hall & Co.

v- PROPRIETORS 
BURLINGTON. VT.

the Klondike 
steamers run- 

road to F1K1-
Sailsbnrv’s sick headache is misery, what ar« 

Carter’s Little Liver Pills if they will 
positively cure it? People who have

Tf
Ask for “PAINE’S" With Trade 

Hark As Above.
Does It quieklr and 

Sold by Dean & Hiscock used them speak frankly of their worth. 
They are small and easy to take. »
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