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EASTER.

The Easter festival holds a warm
piace in the heart of Christendom. This
is not only because it commemorates an
event, which to millions of people is the
only sure evidence that there is any hope
beycend the grave, but because the busy
and toiling world, which in spite of all
that civilization has accomplished is
Lound more tightly to the headmill of
lakor than ever, feels the need of somne-
thing to stimulate hopefulness. Intelli-
zent hope is perhaps what most distin-
wuishes the civilized man from the sav-
age—a hope that trusts not to blind
chance for the fruition of its desires, but
recognizes a divine law of cause and ef-
feet as permeating every field of human
activity., The gospel of Easter is a gos-
pel of hope.

1t would be impossible ‘to measure the
zood which this old festival has done
for humanity. We mean now the Chris-
tian festival, not the pagan one for which
it has been substituted. It touches the
life of Christianity, and in spite of the
cavil of skeptics, Christianity ' is the
greatest force that ever has operated in
the world for the betterment of human-
ity.

Vwhen one comes to think of it apart
from the religious syinpathy, and preju-
dice, if you will, that the customs and
teachings of centuries have thrown
around it, that is when it is regarded
purely in a historical sense, Easter is a
most remarkable festival. To commem-
orate the birth of an individual is com-
mon enough. To set apart a day as sa-
cred to the memory of his death is by no
rieans extraordinary. But it is worth
stopping ‘- to think a little over the as-
tonishing fact that m-d{ly hundreds of
wiliions of people will gather to celebate
a resurrection from the dead. And this
celcbration has continued for nearly
nineteen centuries. It was observed dur-
ing the days of Imperial Rome. It was
not forgotten during the Dark Ages,
when the northern barbarians held sway
over Hurepe. It held its place during
Renaissance.  And the last four hundred
years of marvellous progress in arts,
science and general education it has not
only kept its place, but gained a stronger
Lold than ever upon the mind of the
civilized world. And what is it? It is
the festival of an event without prece-
dent or repetition.. It. stands unique
among all' the events upon which men
ponder. The evidence supporting it is of
tho scantiest kind. Indeed one may say
that without the testimony which .the
inner consciousness of many generations
zives, and which Job expressed in his
historic phrase:  “I know that my Re-
-deemer liveth,” the resurrection would
long ago have been relegated to the do-
main of fable and Easter would have
ceased to be observed. It is this feature
of the teachings of Christianity, that is
the strength which théy gain from the
testimony of millions of individuals, that
makes the religion,. whose, chief witness
is the open tomb of its -founder, the
greatest force in the world.

s

The Columbian talks abolit the atti-
tede of the Turner government towards
the Japanesé. Will our contemporary
obiige us with answers to a few ques-
tions? 1f so will it please respond to the
fcllowing? Does the Columbian believe
that Japanese immigration is. an actual
-ménace to.white labor in this province
.and’ what are the facts upon which its
belief is based? In view of the fact that
the ‘Imperial ‘government has extended
tor the Japanese the same privileges in
British territory as are extended to the
people of the most favored nation, does
the Columbian believe that legislation
discriminating against them is likely to
recei\;e the sanction. of the crown?
©Qught not the prospective trade relations
between Canada and Jagan"and the ex-
isting identity of interest between the
British and Japanese governments ‘in
Oriental matters to be taken into con-
sideration, and ought our legislature to
seek to enact laws, which will have a
tendency to create a friction between
the two countries?

It is stated on good authority that
Hon. D. C. Fraser will be either appoint-
ed a puisne judge or to the vacant chief
Jjusticeship of British Columbia. Should
he be given the minor position ‘it is as-
serted that Mr. Justice McColl will be
appointed chief justice. It is more than
iikely the latter course will be followed,
as it is believed that it A would- prove
more acceptable to the British Columbia
public. So far as Messrs. E. V. Bodwell,
of Vietoria, and E. P. Davis, of Van-
cecuver, are concerned, it.is now said that
they never had the’ slightest chance of
receiving the appointment. It is further
s2id that it is the intention of the Do-
minion government to secure imperial
legislation to legalize such an appoint-
ment, if it is made, and also a similar
one madé some time ago in Manitoba.

General Lee, United States consul at
Havana, has a daughter and she is de-
cidedly, a_good-looking girl, if we may
judge: from . her = portraits., But why

should ‘her picture find a place in every
paper on the continent, Canadian as well

as American, that prints pictures?
Things like this give journalism in’ Am-
erica a character all its own.

A SLIGHT UPON THE PRO_YINCE.

The appointment of g¢n Eastern prov-
ince lawyer to the vacancy upon the Su-
preme /court bench in’ British Columbia
will be resented alike by. the friends and
opponents of the Laurier ministry. Es-
pecially will this be the case, if the ap-
pointment is of a gentleman, Wwho what-
«ver his qualifications as a political cam-
paigner may b& has yet to earn even
mediocre standing at the bar, and that
mnot because of lack of ability; but be-

‘travagant public opinion will approve o

czuse his attention has been given to the
practice of politics rather th:}u to that of
the law. If-a prominent Eastern lawyer
were selected, that is one who is promin-
ent as a lawyer and whose experien(_'e at
the bar would be considered such as
would fit him for a place on the bench
of his own province, it would be objec-
tionable enough, but to send out a man
who . is wholly unfamiliar with the sta-
tute law with which he will have to deal
would be utterly indefensible. If the
office is to be given, as now seems likely,
simply as a reward for political services,
we say an outrage of the most flagrant
kind will be perpetrated. There may be
something in the point that there would
be nothing illegal in filling the present
vacancy. We do not know and are not
disposed to do any hair-splitting over
that question, for the spirit of the terms
of union will be violated by such an ap-
pointment whether the letter is or not.
The reflection upon the bar of the
rrovince implied in the appointment of
an outsider will bé of the gravest possible
kind. If the Dominion government is of
the opinion that British Columbia is so
destitute of lawyers of talent that it is
necessary to send in an inexperienced
man from elsewhere, it is time steps were.
taken to disabuse_its mind and prove
the contrary. In the party that- has
hitherto supported the ministry there are
gentlemen quite as fit for the vacant
position as any Eastern man’ who has
been named in connection with it; but
even if this were not the case, there
are lawyers on the other side of politics
who could fill the post in a highly effi-
cient manner, and. it ought to be possible
for the Ottawa authorities to rise above
partizanship, if necessary, in the matter
of the judiciary.

We do not like the proposed action
for another reason. Is it to be under-
stood that hereafter British Columbia
is to be a sort of pasture where worn-out
political hacks can be turned out after
their usefulness in the East is gone?
There is a great deal of feeling on this
point. If judges are to be imported, why
not every official? This question is be-
ing asked not only by those who have
hitherto opposed the administration, but
with a great deal more earnestness by
those who have supported it. The pro-
posed appointment is “bad politics,” a
bad precedent and an uncalled for slight
upon the whole provinee.

A RAILWAY TO THE NORTH.

Vancouver is alert to the necessity of
prompt action being taken by the Pro-
vincial as well as the Dominion govern-
ment to secure the construction of the
railway to Teslin Lake. We think we
express the feeling of the people of this
city when we say that they want to see
a plan adopted that will secure a railway
from a British Columbia seaport to the
Yukon waters at the earliest possible
day. They are willing to lend their in-
fluence and support to the immediate
construction of the line from the Stickine
river to the lake, but will not be satis-
fied unless the contract goes furtherand
provides for a road from tide water on
the British Columbia coast. We think
also we may safely-say that, if this can,
be secured, the question of cost to the
province will be regarded as secondary,
provided, of course, that the amount
given is not so unreasonably large that
it is clearly a needless bonus. What
they want to see done is a contract made
that will bring about the building of
the wagon road at once, the railway
from the river to the lake this season
and the remainder of the line within two
years. They arg willing that the prov-
ince should give enough to secure this
and will accept the judgment of the gov-
ernment as to what is sufficient, provided
the work is done. By this we mean that
it the government asks the legislature to
give a sum which is not palpably ex-

the act. . !
We think that Hon. Mr. Turner and
hs associates are ready to do what is
right in the premises, and this' quite
apart from any political considerations
whatever. They are influenced solely by
the business interests involved, and . they
-are quite ready to ask the house to do
what the province can afford to do for
such a purpose. Naturally they wish
to make as good terms as possible for
the province, and it is fair to remem-
ber that other important enterprises
must also' be considered. We are not
without a strong hope that a means will
be discovered whereby the legislature can
extend sufficient aid to warrant the im-
mediate inception of the work, without
in the least hampering it in respect to
the other projects calling for assistance.
One thing is very certain, Hon. Mr.
Turner and his associates are fully im-
pressed with the immense importance of
something being done at once. Never-
theless it is desirable that public opinion
should make itself felt, so that they may
know that the people are with them in
the adoption of any policy which may
be found to be necessary.

The News-Advertiser admits the ne-
cessity for the building of a railway from
the Stickine to Lake Teslin and its ex-
tension to the coast of British Columbia,
but insists that the provincial govern-
ment ought not to take up the project
'or 'do anything for it. It says it takes
this position “because both on principle
and practical grounds.any provincial aid
is neither desirable nor possible.” It
says that the province cannot afford to
aid the project and that the Dominion
will build the road anyway. The Van-
couver paper is wholly wrong as to the
inability of the province to subsidize the
railway, and it has no means of knowing
whether or not the Deminion will do
anything more than it has done. If
any one were in a position to say that
the Dominion will at once take up the
matter, we should join with our contem-
‘porary in‘urging that none of the mgney
of the province should be put intd it;
but no such guarantee can be given. On

the government of Canada has decided

ference, to correct the alleged public

the contrary, so far as.the public knows,

couver ;contemporary will not elaim to
have ‘any sources of information as to
the “intentions of the Laurier ministry
not available to the rest of the world.

Neither can our contemporary give any
assurance that when the government

does act it will not take hold of the pro-
ject for a road from Edmonton. The

same influences which contributed to the
defeat of the Mackenzie-Mann, contract
are urging the Edmonton route. The
News-Advertiser warmly “endorses what
they have already done. Are we to un-
derstand that it is prepared to aid them
in th¢ second part of the programme?
The News-Advertiser does not seem to
appreciate the pressing nature of the
emergency or the danger of lings being
built which will divert the trade of Van-
couver or Victoria. Our contemporary’s
attitude on this matter is its usual one
of obstruction. The News-Advertiser is
prolific in “don’ts;” it overflows with that
sort' of wisdom that discovers obstacles
in the way of every proje¢t and objec-
tions to every possible policy. tritish
Coiumbia has bad just a little too much
of that sort-of thing. If the construe-
tion of the railway between the Stikine
anit Teslin lake goes over for another
year, it will be. because of just such ar-
guments as those indulged in by the Van-
couver paper. In view of the pressure
for the Edmonton route, of the effort be-
ing made to secure a route that will start
from the head of Lynn Canal and thus
build up a city on what is now de facto
United States territory, and also in view
of the great advantage it will be to Vie-
teria, Vancouver and the whole Coast
section of the province to have the Can-
adian road begun at once and pushed
through so as to be ready for traffic this
autumn, the province is justified in going
to a considerable responsibility, if it is
necessary, to avoid postponement of the
work.

As to the credit of the province not be-
ing equal to such an outlay, we need only
to say that the financiers of the Old
World reckon the credit of British Col-
umbia very much higher than does the
News-Advertiser.

The description which our correspon-
dent gives of the condition of things in
the ditches around Havana seems in-
credible; but unhappily there is only too
much reason to believe it to be in no
way overdrawn. This state of things
cannot be allowed to continue., It is
undoubtedly very bad that the Queen-
Regent of Spain may be compelled to
go back to Austria and take her boy
with her, as would likely be the case if
Cuba is taken out of the hands of Spain,
but wherein does she deserve more con-
sideration at the hands of mankind than
thee wretched women of Cuba. W
have not much to say in favor of the
Cuban rebels. ‘They are a bad lot, al-
though infinitely better than the loud-
mouthed Cuban junta in New Yerk; but
a nation that has shown itself so utter-
ly unfit to govern a dependency as Spain
has in regard to Cuba, is entitled to no
consideration = whatever. -The -island®
should be" taken from her, and if the
residents are not fit to govern them-
selves, as is altogether likely, some na-
tion should take it in hand, that will be
influenced by at I®ast the commonest in<
stincts of humanity. .

Mr. J. T..Pierre has asked the Colonist
to reproduce his letter, which appeared in
the Times last evening in regard to his.
case against the Western Assurance
Company. We do not think it advisable
to do so, and upon this principle: The
case has been tried in court and has been
decided in favor of the defendants. The
question involved seems to be a mixed
one of fact and law, but chiefly of law.
Now the proper course for a party to
tuke where a case turning on such points
has gone against him is to appeal to the
higher court and not to the public. If
the higher court holds to the decision of
the court: below, . then it will be time
encugh to agitate for legislative inter-

wrong. It would, be very: unwise for
newspapers. to permit litigants to try
their cases over -again in print.

An. Atlantic liner, like the St. Paul.
burns 350 tons of coal a_day in order to

make 21 knots. Running at half speed,
she can get along with’ 50 tons.. In
other words, " in order to double her
speed, she must increase her fuel con-
sumption seven-fold. The explanation of
this very great disproportion between
speed and fael lies in the fact that water
is noncompressible, - Any one can try
an experiment for himself to prove this,
and may at the same time illustrate why
great power is' needed to secure a com-
paratively small increase of speed. Take
a basin of water, rest the hand upon it
and lower it slowly and it will be 'sub-
merged with the greatest ease.. 'Strike
the: water sharply and a strong moment-
ary resistance:will be felt. This is. be-
cause water eannot be compressed and
must be shoved ont of the ‘way in order
to let anything pass through it. -The
slowly moving steamship moves its own
volume of water much ‘more slowly than
the swiftly moving vessel does, and the
latter process requires a vastly greater
exertion of force.

Thé Rossland Miner makes what seems
to be a very well founded complaint that
foreign mining corpotations are not com-
plying with the'provision of the law. re-
quiring them to fmve.an office in this
province. It does not:-say that no com-
panies are observing the law in this
particilar, but that there are some very
flagrant instances of neglect. The Miner
says ‘that no one wants to take upon
himself the prosecution of the offend-
ing companhies. We suggest that the
Attorney-General’'s department might.
give this matter its attention. Doubt-
less a circular note to the delinquent
companies would have the effect of lead-
ing them to comply with the law. While
we agreé with the Miner about the un-
willingness of individuals to set the law
in motion for the recovery of thé penalty
there can be no possible objection to any
one furnishipg the Attorney-General
with a list of such companies. The de-

[ upon no line of action at all. Our Van-
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partment cannot itself know which of

A

them are at fault. i

Mount St. Helen’s, a beautiful conical
elevation upwards of 9500 feet high, sit-
uated in southern Washington, -was in a
state of moderate eruption last week.
The farmers living in the vicinity were
so» much alarmed that many of them
left their homes and moved to the towns,
This mountain was in a violent state of
eruption in 1831, again in 1843 and again
in 1854. The eruption of 1843 lasted for
three month, when lava flowed freely
from the crater, the summit being bril-
liently illominated at night. The other
eruptions were briefer, but were very
violent while they lasted. The Indian
name of this mountain signifies the abode
of fire, showing that® it has been subject
to such outbreaks as that of last week.

We reproduce from the B. C. Mining
Journal a description of the country
around Lake Teslin. There seems to be
very little doubt that this is one of
the most promising portions of the whole
Pacific Northwest and that its devel-
opment taken .in conneetion with what
the Cassiar Central will do upon its
leased ground, will be instrumental in
filling that portion of the province with
an industrious and prosperous population
at an early day. Northwestern British
Columbia seems destined to follow
Southwestern British Columbia in at-
/tracting the attention of the world.

The Senate is under fire again. Quite
irrespective of anything it has lately
done or omitted to do, one one can defend
the Senate as a part of the parliament-
ary .institutions of Canada. It is wholly
irresponsible. The House of Lords is
responsible not only by reason of its tra-
ditiens, but because its members have in
the very great majority of cases great
interests at stake in the country. The
United States Senate is in a sense rep-
resentative of the several states. The
Canadian Senate is not chosen according
to a principle that is at all likely to make
it representative. On this point nearly
all of us are agreed; it is when an effort
is made to suggest a new method of fill-
ing up the chamber that we disagree. As
Yyet not many people advocate a single
chamber for parliament.

At the last Ontario elections the Lib-
erals polled 215,644 votes, the Conserva-
tives 208,436, and the Independents
9.995. That is, the Liberals had a
minority of- all the votes cast. This
year the Liberals polled 7,208 more than
the Conservatives as against 28,622 more
than in 1884 on a considerably smaller
‘vote. These figures, whiech are taken
from the Toronto Globe, show that the
Liberal . hold upon Ontario has been
very greatly weakened during the last
four years. The comparison or votes is
much more significant than the reduc-
tion of the government majority in the
house.

The Spokesman-Review is not correct
‘when it says that half the time of the
‘provincial legislature is spent by mem-
bers in hurling abuse across the floor at
each other. As a matter of fact there is
‘wery little of that sort of thing in the
houpe. The debates as a,htnlég are:very
‘moderate in tone and are conducted in
.gentlemanly language, with ‘an absence
of party rancor that is unusual even in
Canadian legislatures.

A LLain]and opposition paper gives
currency to an alleged rumor to the ef-
fect that Mr. Semlin and Hon. Mr.
BReaven are about to enter the lical gov-
ernment. It is scarcely necessary to
deny anything so absurd. No such ru-
mor is in circulation. The statement is
an invention pure and simple, and we do
not think very much ingenuity is needed
to discover why it was invented.

The Ressland Record thinks that the
merchants of Victoria are not reaching
out sufficiently for the trade. of that
part of the province. We neither endorse
nor reject . the proposition, but simply
mention this for the benefit of our neigh-
bours what the Rossland paper says.
Qur impression was that Vietoria mer-
chants had secured a very fair share of
the Kootenay trade, considering how
they are handicapped for want of direct
means of transportation.

THE “BOSCOWITZ” RETURNS.
Steamer Barbara Boscowitz arrived
shortly arter the C. P. R. steamer Prin-
cess Louise made port yesterday morn-
ing and brought no news of special in-
terest. The women, as also the invalid
members of the Grider party reported at
Port Simpson, were still there and the
latter now shows an inclination to re-
join the party theugh at first he did not
speak any too well of it.  Police Con-
stable Jones and Dr. Jackson and wife,
of Bella Coola, were among .those te
arrive on the Boscowitz. ’
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Annual Sales over 6,000,000 Boxes

BEPLLT S

FOR BILIOUS AND NERVOTS DISORDERS

such as Wind and Pain in the Stomach,
Giddiness, Fulness after meals, Head-
ache, Dizziness, Drowstess, Flushinus
of Heat, Loss of Appetite, Costiveness.
Blotches on the 8kin, Cold Chills, Dis-
turbed Sleep. Frightful Dreams and all
Nervous and Trembling: Sensations.

THE FIRST DOSE WILL GIVE RELIEF
IN TWENTY MINUTES. Eyery sufferer
will acknowledge them to be

A WONDERFUL MEDICINE.

BEECHAM’S PILLS, taken as direet-
ed, will quickly restore Females to eor:-
plete health. They promptly remove
obstructions or irregularities of the sys-
tem and cure sick Headache. Fora

Weak Stomach

Impaired Digestion
Disordered Livet

IN MEN, WOMEN OR CHILDREN
Beecham’s Pllls are

Without a Rival

And have the

LARCEST SALE
of any Pateant Medielne in the World,

at all Drug Stores,

SEE
‘THAT THE

FAC-SIMILE
SIGNATURE

—OF—

AVegetable Preparation for As-
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ting the Stomachs and Bowels of ||§

Promotes Digeslion,Cheerful-
ness and Rest.Contains neither

m,Morphine nor Mineral.
OoT NARCOTIC.

Recgpe of OL2 Dr SAMTEL PITCEER
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WRAPPER

OF EVERY
BOTTLE OF

GASTORIA

. Oastoria e put up in one-size bottles only. It
not sold in bulk. Don’s allow anyone to sell
anything else em the ples or promise that it
"just as good™ snd “ will answer every pur-
that you get 0-A-8-T-0-B-I-A.

Aperfect Remedy for Consti .

ﬁo’l’\e.rfSout Stom'zch.Dlarrl_x?; il
Worms Convulsions.Feverish- {
ness andLOSS OF SLEEP. |
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How do you feel when your work isdone ?
Is your back weak? Are you weary? Do
your nerves tremble ?

Do you feel as if all your sirength was
gone—theb you are not able to stand the
work you used to? Does old age seem to
be coming onr, while you are still young in
years? Does your back give out? Then get

Dr. Sanden’s
Electric Belts.

It ﬁllsydu:r- system with Electricity, which is natural strength, and builds up you
vitality so that you are'as strong as ever in. your life. Get it to-dby,l or send for the
book, *“Three Classes of Men,” free, sealed,. by mail.

DR. A. T. SANDEN,

156 8t James Btreet, MONTREAL, Quebsc.

|| PRICE LISTS X
| NOW READY

| BWILAWS &GO,

e, y
CLOTHIERS and HATTERS,.
97 and 90" Johneow Btireet,

Victoria, B.C.

The Senate. . .

‘}  Should attend Kindergarten and
b study up the great Northwest. "Twas
ever thus. Victoria interests count
for nothing: Railroad or me Railroad
we are offering this week.

s SN : Vi : Large Navel Oranges, . . 25c.dozen
Y FreshEggs, . . . . . 20c.dozen

7 7PN 847 !Prunes,31bs.for . . . . .. . 256
- b s&¢ | Potatoes, per sack - - - .7bc.
i _r Morgan’s Eastern Oysters, always re-
/ liable.
) z Use Dixi Hame and Bacon.

DIX) H. ROSS & CO.

~COLUMBIA FLOURING MILLS CO.

'Enderbv arn-1 Vernon. -
Bran.s

HOKGIAIN, PREKIR, SPERFE D *** SPEGL

(' R.P.RITHET & CO., Victoria
Agents. .
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