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December 8 was the anniversary of{ dispatch of Rear-Admiral Sir Doveton

the naval battle off the Falkland Is-
lands, in which ‘the British squadron
under Rear Admiral Sir Doveton Stur-
dee destroyed the German squadron
under Von Spee, and amply revenged
the sinking of Admiral . Cradock’s
ships off Coronel on Nov. 1, 1914,
Cradock’s fight against hopeless odds
filled the empire. with gloom, but five
weeks later Von Spee, expecting to
find the Canopus an easy prey at Port

Stalney in the Falklands, discovered:

there a superior force and realized
too late that he had fallen into a trap.

The following account of the battle | the Carnarvon, 10,850 tons, 22.3 knots,
of the Falkland Islands is taken from |and an armament of four 7.5-inch and
A History of the British Navy During ; six 6-inch guns; the Kent and the
the War; adapted from Colonel John ' Cornwall, each of 9,800 tons, 23 knots,
Buchan’s history of the war, by H. C.|and an armament of fourteen 6-inch
O’Neil, and published by Thomas Nel- ) and-eight 12-pounder guns. At sea

son & Sons; Ltd.:

The news (of tite loss of Cradock’s Bristol, which belonged to the we§t|
ships) woke the British Admiralty up' Atlantic station, and was of the same kept a ecomplete secret, a = wonderful

to the necessity of dealing finally with s class as the Glasgow, and he was ac- | achievement when we remember that
Lord -Fisher had'companied by the armed liner Mace- jour ports were full of German spies |less lochans, their prevailing mists,

Admiral Von Spee.

succeedeg Prince Louis of Battenburg ! donia.

| proceed to Port Stanley in the Falk-
land Islands, where, ghe was informed, |
she‘would be perfectly safe, since the
new guns for the forts had  already
arrived. This message was intercept-

.| ed by the Germans, as it was meant to
'be, and, as was also’intended, they re-|
garded it as a ruse designed to mis-
lead them as to_the security. ‘of. the
Canopus. ‘They believed that all ‘ta.lk_
of forts and guns was nonsense, as it
was, and that the Canopus lay in Port
Stanley an easy prey. Admiral Von
Spde, therefore, resolved to make a
prize of her, and at the same time to
capture the wireless station at Port
Stanley, which would give him a real
strategic advantage. After the battle
of Coronel, he had lingered for some
time on the coast of Ckile, probably | [&
waiting for his colliers, but on Nov.
15 he left the Island of Juan Fernan-
dez and headed for Cape Horn. The;
Japanese fleet was beginning to make | A4
things awkward far him in the Pacific.
His intention, after he had disposed of
the Canopus, was to sail across the
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Sturdee, who had been chief of the
war staff at the admiralty, with a
squadron ‘to the. South Atalntic. He
had with him the Invincible and the
Inflexible, the two first battle cruisers
built by Britain. These vessels had a
tonnage of 17,250, a normal speed of
twenty-five knots, which could be in-
creased under. ‘pressure to twenty-
eight, and were each armed with
eight 12-inch guns so placed that all

' Come in and let us show you.
eight .could be fired on either broad-,
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side. Their armor was T-inch plates.
He also had three armored cruisers,
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where -he might have caight the Union

force which had landed at Luderitz

Bay, and interfered, with "disastrous |pecember the British squadron - ar-

effects, in the local war. rived at Port Stanley, which lies at
Admiral ‘Sturdee’s expedition was |the eastern corner of the East Island.

The Falklands, with their bare brown

moors shining with quartz, their ehd-

he.was,joined by the light cruiser

Somewhere in the South At-|and that naval information had a |their grey stone houses, and their pop-

as first sea lord, and one of the earli- ; lantic he picked up the Glasgow, |knack of finding its way very speedil7 | ulation of Scots shephards, look like
est acts of his administratfyn was the which had made her way through the [to the enemy. On the morning of 7th |a group of the Orkneys or Outer He-
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brides set down in the southern seas.

Port Stanley is a deeply-cut gulf fead-’

ing to an inner harbor on the' shores
of which stands the little capital. The
low shores on the south sides almost
give a vessel a sight of the outer sea.
The entrance has been defended to
some extent by mines. December the
7th was spent by the British 8§
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gow, and ‘the Bristol were in ‘the id-
ner harbor, while the Invincible, In-
flexible; Carnarvon, Kent and Corn-

{wall lay in the outer gult. .

" About daybresk on'the morning <

| the 8th, Admiral" Von . Spee

from the direction of Cape Horn. He
had sent ome. of his . light -

abead to.scont, and this vessel re-|'
ported the presence of two' British

ships, probably the Macedonia and

‘(the Kent, which would be the first

vessel visible to a ship rounding the
islands. Upon this Von Spee gave the
order to prepare for battle, expecting
to find out the remny.nta of Cradock’s
squadron. The Germans advanced in
line, the Gneiseman leading, followed
by the Nurnburg, the Scharnhorst, the
Dresden, and the Leipsig, and steersd
northeast towards the entrance of the
port.’

At 8 o'clock the signal station an-
nounced the presence of the enemy.
It was a clear fresh morning, with a

 bright sun, and light breezes from the |

northwest. All our vessels had finish-

ed coaling, except the battle cruisers,

which had begun only half an hour
before. Orders were at once given to
get up steam for full speed. The bats
tle cruisers raised steam with oil fuel,
and mads ‘so dense a smoke that. the
German lookouts did not detect them.
The Germans fired a shell at the wire-
less station about 9, and the Canopus
had a shot at the Scharnhorst over the
neck: pf land, directed by signal offi-
ders om shore. At 930 on Spee. came
abreast of the harbor mouth and was
able to see the strength of the Brit-
ish squadron. He at once altered his
course and put to sea, while Admiral
Sturdee’s command streamed out in

.ﬂu‘puit. ey

1= Thé © Line of Battle.

First went the Kent and then the
Glasgow, followed by the Carmarvon,
the battle cruisers, and the Cornwall.
The Germans had two transports with
them, the Baden and the Santa Isabel,
andithese fell back to the south of the
island, ‘with the Bristol and the Mace-
donia in ‘pursuit. The Canopus re-
mained in the harbor. At about 10
o'clock the two fordes were some

s - twelve fnhes apart, Von Spee steering

about due east. The Invincible and
the Inflexible quickly drew ahead but

Jbad to slacken speed to twenty knots
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to allow the cruisers to keep up with
them. At 11 o’clock about eleven
miles separated the twec forces. At
five minutes to one we had drawn
closer, and opened fire upon the Leip-
zig, which ‘was the last of the German
line. e

Von Spee, seeing that flight was im~-
possible, prepared to give battle. So
far ag.the battle cruisers were con-

‘jeerned, it was a foregone conclusion,
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for théy had the greater speed-and the
longer range. His three light cruisers
turned and made off to the south, fol-
lowed by the Kent, the Glasgow, and
the Cornwall, while the Invincible, the
Inflexible and the Carnarvon engaged
the Scharnhorst and the Gneisenau.
About 2 o’clock our battle cruisers
had the range of the German flagship,
and a terrific artillery 'duel began.
The smpk_.e was getting in our way,

ihdéjﬁnim Sturdee used his superior

| speed to Zet to the other side of the

enemy. -‘We simply pounded the
Scharnhorst to pieces, and just after
4 o'clock.she listed to port and then
turned bottom upwards with her pro-
peller still going round. The battle
igerg’and the Carnarvon then con-
on the Gneisenau, which
gering off to the soutehast, and
at 6 o’clgck ghe too listed and went
under.
Meanwhile the Kent, Glasgow, and
Cortiwéll; ‘were hot in pursuit of the
three light cruisers, and here was a

-4 moref equally matched battle. The

Dresden, which was farthest to the
e, pged to escape. The other
;3 ightly the advantage of
speed of the British ships, but our en-
giﬁgoi' anil stokers worked magnifi-
cently, 4nd managed to get twenty-
five knots out of the Kent. It was,now
;sl thick jnisty day, with a drizzle of
rain, and each duel had consequently
thé air of & separate battle. The news
of 'thé sinking of the Scharnhorst and
the Gneiseneau put new spirit into our
men, and &t 7.27 p.m. the 'Nurnbersg,
which had been set on fire by the
Kent,i wéptidown with her guns still
firingy - The Leipzig, which had to face

| the Glasgow and the Cornwall, kept

afloat till 9 p.m., when she, too, heeled

| over and Bank. ‘As the wet night clos-

ed in the battle died away. Only the
Dresden, battered and fleeing far out
in the southern waters. remained of

the proud squadron which at ‘dawn|

had sailed to what it believed to be an
easy victory. The defeat of Cradock
in the murkey sunsef off Coronel had
been amply avenged.

Honor For Fight Dtvidei. ;

The Battle of the Falkland Islands
was a brilliant piece of strategy, fora
'plan, initiated more than a month be-
fore and involving a journey acrgss
the world, was executed with ‘com-
plete secrecy and precision. The hon-
ors must be divided between Sir Dove~
ten Sturdee and the Admiralty at
home, which conceived the enterprise.
Technically, the sole blemish was the
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tion of Germany. It annihilagyg
one squadron left to her outsids
North Sea, and it removed g on
able menace to our trade Tolfes.
ter December 8 the Dresdel:‘

Karlsruhe were the sole eney ad

ers left at large, for the
never very fortunate in her off
seemed to have temorarily digp
ed. These, with the armorej
chantmen, the Kronprinz - Wy
and the Prince Eitel Friedrich,
the only privateers still at work
the high seas.

The British losses were. smaj| ;

sidering the magnitude of the yiud

The Invincible was hit by eig
shells, but had no casualties,
Inflexible was hit thrice, and hag

man killed. The cruisers gyfta

more heavily, the Kent, for exm
Laving four men killed and

wounded, and the Glasgow .nlne i

ed and four wounded. Unlike:
Germans at Coronel, every effort
made by our ships to save Jife
cnly sign of a lost vessel wasat

the slightly discolored water. T

the wreckage floated up with

clinging to it, and boats were lg

and sailors let down the sides oniy
lines to try to rescue the gt

who floated past. The water was
cold—about 40 degrees—and pre
ly many of the swimmers grew n
and went under.  Albatrogses §
attacked some of those clingingto
wreckage, pecking at their eyes
forcing them to let go. Alfogel
we. must have saved a oo
hundred men, including the eap
cf the Gneisenau. Admiral v §
went down, with two of his sms

An Offieer’s Story.

From a graphic description of
action by an officer of the Kent, 0
mander Eric Wharton, we take #
extract:

“It,is near dusk now, 7.30, aud
have been two hours in action
comes everyone from below, &
casemates and turrets, to stare
rejoice, but they are all immedis
hustled away to do what can bed
to save life. All our boats areH
dled, and none of them can be
paired for an hour. We do what
can with lifebouys, and lumps
wood paid astern, but it's mighty
tle; its a loppy sea, and dresdid
cold. All this was - beastly.
were so many of them in sight
we could ‘do so little till our M
were patched. At last we could
one cutter and the galley, and @
then life saving was no easy job

(Continued on 1ith page)
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