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" every moming tunpﬁngyotﬁ:

< explore s, ifs
beautxes,l lndivi allty?
Nature turns stage - manager
with kaleidoscopic variety on the

ROYAL MAIL
#West Indies Voyages

From Halifax to Demerara: and
return to St. John—a six weeks
with a new port for you
: ::g?ee'and explore almost every
day. Visit Bermuda, Dominica,
Montserrat, St. Lucia and the

rest, with -everything done for
your comfort that' a voyager
would wish for,

The cost of round trip with meals

and berth isfrom $125.00t0 $145.00,
Wrife for descriptive booklet.

ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET CO.

AT Vel

| C oniroveréy

THE “BLUE PUT-
TEES.”

December 11, 1917.
,'ﬁdlt.or Evening Telegram, City

{THE CASE OF

Mr':‘

. 'Please find -attached copy of letter

/ﬁerwarded to-day td.the “Daily Star’’

Zin relation to an article which appear- }
in the ‘Daily S%r ot 30(.11 Novem;
. -

1 am, Yours ﬁ hfuny

W. F. RENDELL, Major, C.S.0.,

for Minister of Militia.

Dec. 10th, 1917.

o With reference to the article which
##ppeared in your paper of Friday,

=aiie,” and subsequent
pétiee, I have the honor to forward \ou
e attached statements made by
ajor W. F, Rendell, C.S.0.,, Dept.
ilitia, Major Montgomerie, D.0O.C.

.C. and Lieut. Bethune. Witlint

Mr'eptlon of Major Montgomer}g“a
ese officers have seen Actwyo» er- 4
ce with both the first agid’

pt. of Militia, Lieut. G. G. Byrr;ﬁj?

ttalions and make their" s‘taf@ﬁxen%s 3

rough knowledge of the actual facts.

# ¢ Other officers, at present in the

*#City namely: Major G. T. Carty;
“Lieut. R.-Herder, Lieut. H. Maddock,

&Tid Lieut. J. G. Bemister have also
“been requested to make their indivi-
d'ual statements.

Further, T am enclosing copies of
ﬂxe messages received from Sir Ed-

.l‘kard Morris, . Prime. Minister; and it

“I8 hoped that these-various statements

Sywill emmently repudiate the charges
-made in the article previously refer-
Lzed to. : B

I have the honqur to be,
Sir, &34

£  Your obedienf Séfvant, e

by S (Sgd) J R. BENNETT,

b Al Mimster of Migu
i '7.? L 2]
ﬁ Major W. F. Rendell, Clnet Staff

Afficer, states: I have read the ar-
g*le in the Daily Star of Friday, 30

ov., under the heading “Is This

@ P8, ‘and-eonsider - it - an: absolute
missstatement-of the fdcts, and liable
to. prejudige.- relations and .friends of
the men of our regiment overseas.

I left Ayr on the.29 August, and had
been with the Second Battalion since
the mijddle of March previously, as
well for a period of about five

«~months during 1916, During both
periods 1 was Second in Command in
the 2nd Battalion, and therefore in a
position to have a fair knowledge of
the condition:of affairs. The article
referred to sfates that there are able

. bodied young men attached to Head-
guarters in Scotland who should be in
the trenches in France. As far as I
am aware there are three. only with

-ihe Second Battalion who are fit (A.1.)
and who have not seen-Active Service,
these men have been considered indis-
pensable "to the efficient handling of

cor;espond-‘ ;T m‘%ﬁf&f

affairs at Ayr and have been kept with
War Office sanction. One would
judge by the article that there .are
officers and men of every rank living
in luxury in Scotland who should be
at the firing line. This is absolutely
untrue. As regards furlough, which
matter seems also to be a matter.of

complaint, 1 may say that fhe ‘Offcér] m"
T“lvaﬁ

COm dig 2nd Pattalion

,‘ has been limited :to delivering dr
from Headqilarters,

tiong: fromethe Goy B

letter dated 19th Octo 1946, to the
effect that no soldier sﬁouf& be re-
turned to Newfoundland except he
was repatriated for dlsmrge orz giva
en a statement by a i oﬂigs
that a seadrip would}y:

hegith. This referred

un%er °at°8'9:;§: 5 %&d bg)( 33
ﬁ‘mf"frog %

land unless in very wurgent private
cases, when an - exception is made
such as a severe illness of a payeRte..

Furlough from the 1st Battalomimp

rance to England is granted a/c‘ord-
‘hgﬂﬁﬁv tiais }a;g down by*
;)m oai H.eadqﬁarters fwhich 8 -e
hered fo. LY L3
Uﬁ’ﬂe?—-ﬁi% Fbgblatigheall men Jof
the Battalion get a period of fur-
lough. Furlough from the First Bat-
talion. in France .t Newfdundlind is’
granted in exceptional cases as quot-
ed above (cases of severe illness of a
parent.) o
During”the time that I was with
the first Battalion in France; and
with the Second Battalion in Ayr, I
can say that no discrimination was
shown 'in" the matter of - furlough.
What the writer of this letter states
“scandously treated in the matter of
field duty” is to my mind a matter
such" 88 soldiers of the Regiment
consider an honour.

The 29th Divigion

iment s second to

hasy a glbrioug‘i

repuhﬁon as a fighting force and thé
N

; . the-Bat! onscomposmuxat
division. Consequently our Battalion
together with others of the 29th Divis-
ion are constantly utilized in difficult
positions to check and drive back
{he enemy. Anyone who considers
his ‘scandalous treatment must " be:
suffering from delusion. If they are
being frostbitten -and: sun=scorched,
these are conditions over which the
military authorities have no control.
It is well known that the Newfound-
land Regiment is always the best fed
and clothed regiment in the army, the
statement that they are shirtless and
sockless is absolutely without foun-
dation.

No men are sent from the Depot in
France except such as have passed
medically as fit for general service,
no discrimination is ever shown.

I think it is a great pity that such
statements which are absolutely un-
founded and untrue should appear in
the public press. If such matters
would be referred to this department

for proper invesﬁga;ion, I fancy a lot.

*

1s strong, sturdy a

nd ,rehable,

‘very easy on fuel.
s for 1917, which have brdken alLreeai'ds; prove

; ‘t‘he papul&rrty of the Hubbard

O

1

§

l"‘ ¢ ' (‘~5\(;§ o

5y

| correct. ‘staténients
‘{'as théy exist with these-Battalions

actuakfacts.
k.

'mislnlomhéd or has set anelt

(Sgd.) W. F. RENDELL

< : Dec. 10th, 1917
Major A, * Montgomerie, D.G.C.
states - With  reference to the article

Star of Friday, Nov. 3
10 tnowledge of conditions at
mnt, "and, my ‘experienice of k

I am not db~
quainted with the procedure in cc‘){(
‘nection - with sending draits to e
‘front. 1 was stationed at Ayr from
November 1815 to January. of 19104
during which  period ‘thefe were no
men back from the fromt, the Regi-

t on Active Service at that time
being at Gallipoli. P

Durin tmg period thati I was .
Scotland, and at different times therQ
after, when I was in charge of drafts
to be Mmmd there, I 'found that the

manding, showed a keén
nterest in the welfare of the Regi-
ment ;.
While there in December, 1915, there
was some lm.le friction between the
membnrs\ot our Regiment and ‘the
civil “authorifies, and it was chiefly
owing to the energetic steps taken by
the Officer Commanding on behalf of
the: Regiment, that a better {feeling
was brought about.

1 have always heard him spoken of\
in the highest terms by the nom-
commissioned officers and men who
have served-under him at all times,
and have-found him c¢onsiderate where
the welfare of the men was con-
cerned 3

”%y tha ot
ﬁer&,\nwon

‘;the(e who ﬁa\m not yet seen Active

d naturally ‘be ~many
which is a supply Depot
t,;but, sir, I can flatly
uuon that there is dis-
t. Ayr in _their  favor.
;number of Lieutenants

Service, but.these have been “Un-
trained Officers” and as their train-
ina is now complete, are held wait-
ordeu from, War Office to pro-
OVerlm hich wm ‘not be is-
éorease in establish<

ment at the Front makes this neces-
sary, let us hope that they may cofi-
tinue loﬁx ‘there, In the: meantime

when ‘the Regiment: returns the’ men
who have done so well for King and
Countty” will have little to complain
of as regards there treatment abroad.

‘. Sgd. JOHN G: BETHUNE,
-2nd Lieut. 1st Nfid. Regiment.

Copy of message received from Sir
Edward Morris, Prime  ‘Minister, by
the Hon. J. R Bennett, Minister of
Militia > , :

“Just ba¢k from- Ayr I have held
an investigation as requested, and the
men and officers indignantly repudi-
ate unjustifiable -aspersions, on men
and -efficers of both battalions,
are ‘contained in-‘the lefter referred
to. No discrimination, either with re-
gard to ‘Blue Puttéés' or others, is
ever made,  The question -of furlough
for the men in France is deéalt with
entirely by the Commanding Officer
there. The furlough for the men at
Ayr is gaverned by the ‘rule that' was

was sent to Ayr from Newfoundlangd.

_ (Sgd.). A, MONTGOMERIE,
s TR N4 Majer:1st: Nfido Regt.

Lieut. G. G. Byrne, M.C.,
1. That I have read the article in
question, and I have no hestitation
in saying that the writer has gross-
ly and. wilfully m}srepresemed the |

withéFégand-to the charges
wljich e mp, s against “the Depot'-at

t.ﬁ ey Lunjust —@nd wnthzqyt
ounidation: * To cmyskEnowledge, /1o
soldier has ever been sent on serﬂce
from the Depot unless he was passed
“fit” by the - Medical - Authorities.
When a man is discharged from Hos- '
pital he goes on furlough; meanwhile
the report of his Medical Board is'
forwarded to the Depot—every man |
is boarded before being discharged
from the Hospital, and it is by this
report of the man’s condition that
the Awuthorities at the Depot are
guided. Everybody in the Regiment
knows that a °refurned soldier s
treated.decently at the Depot, and that
is Mot asked “tp go through | 1ha i
g5 of the trauxi«ug

Tl M “known a retar d
soldier to be put on the reg
schedule of parades, as laid down; 1:
all men training to go on active gét-
vice, until he has been pronountied
“fit” by the Medical Authorities. ?bt
course when a man is classed ¥
“fit” he is shown as such on the w¢

War Office, and he is then avai
for aective service once more. Wi
lament the fact that the boys ha
go back to the firing line a se §
and, in many cases, a third time, Hit,
kit ispaecessary, and the boys 0
needed, and are ever r y
0 itheir duty; and, to use the.
§ ¢ s
respect “Clestiida
gue " The proceduce with reiﬁd

&lcers is practically the sagei
once an officer is passed “fit” by:'his
Medical Boatd he s posted as sucin
the War Office, and from that mo-
ment he is entirely in their hands, and
he knows he will be sent out as soon
as a decrease occurs in the 1st Bat-
talion. The writer of said article en-
deavours to give the impression that
there are many of all ranks who have
been in Ayr since the formation of
the Depot, and have néver seen active
service.. To iy knowledge there are
four there who answer this descrip-
tion: one is permanently unfit and is
performing important . duties as ' a
gkilled mechanic, and the other three

doing valuable staff - work .and
?ir employment iﬁ-pﬁ)roved bythe
Office. £

3 That with. regard .tgithe condi’
‘tiong in Frange, t ever was:a
time when we sul’fel‘!ﬂ.&'lE the exfent
of being “Shirtless and Sockless.”
That as to furlough from Francejno
soldier expects more than his _ten
days, and then only when his tm-n
comes—~utiless e’ ‘gets dway' through
illness ‘or wounds. Officers and’ men
know that- when they jeoin the first
Battalion in France they come direct-
ly under the Orders of the Brigade
Headquarters, ‘and, gonsequéntly the
matter of their duties ‘or of fur-
lough cannot posaibly be subject to
outside "influence.

4. That, &8s a whole, the article is
false and misleading and will be re-
pudiated by every man who has seen
service, and that personally I find it
hard to believe it was written by a
“Blue Puttee” or any man in ' our
Regiment. 5

Sgd. G. ‘G. BYRNE,
Lieut.- 1st Nfid. Regiment.

Officers Mess,
2nd Nfid. Regiment.

Lieut. John G. Bethune states;—

I have secured a copy of the “Daily
Star” of November, 30th, 1917, and
very caréfully read the article head-
ed *IS ‘THIS TRUE” and ¢an with-’

{out the slightest hesitation say “IT IS}

NOT TRUE” éither in the statement:
made regarding “Blue Puttée Men” in
France or. at: Ayr, Scoflang, To my |
knowledge, sir, there i8 not a “Blue]
Puttee” man in France who has been’
long enough on continuous Active
Service to entitle him to furlough to
visit England who has not had it and
many have had turlough .several
times. ; 53 L

As regards the condition at Ayr.
the writer of the article is very much

myself o
t the article h question was

sented by “Blue Puttee Men” than by
 others

e ’fOur“IluePutteeMen"muma :

states '— '

' one of them—for I fm1
|sure that this article will be more re-| "%

As to the scandalous treatment alleg-
ed to be given the ‘Blue Puttees’ in
the matter of field duty, no soldier is
permitted to proceed on Active Ser-
vice ‘unléss he is padsed medically fit.
I find ne trace -of the slightest dis-
crimipation in the drafting of men
from” Ayr for active service. The al-
legation ‘that there are ablé-bodied
men at the Base who' could take the
place of the “‘Blue Puttees’ is without
|roundanon There are . ithree .cases
lere-of man who are physically fit
| but who' are detatned ‘under War Of-
fice orders, As to the question of how
Commissions have been obtained,
they have been granted by the Gow-
érnor on the recommendation of both
{ Colonels based on acquired know-
ledge of the gualifications of the can-
didatés.” The proof that the system is
sound - and the selections wise is
shown by the record of officers’ dis-
tinctions amnd decorations won. The
statement that some of the men, for
the gréater part of three years, have
been . from the firing liné to the rest
‘Billet anil’ again to‘the firing Jine -is
misleading. Therikd Battalion laaded
on GaHipoli-aheut twe years from the
11 datevof the letteriiTAs 10 the /sugges:
tion that the nearest .approach, they
got. .to turlough is when they are ‘not
in the trenches @nd-\When they “ard
ot 40 the ‘trenches! they' are dn hos:
pital is not correct. All men leaying
hospital get, furlough; to spend as they
please, and their fmlou sh is very ofr
ten extended. THE™ Jmmaint that
men were shirtless gnd sockless, even |,
AMBdEH thost! vext % circiimstadnces
and wigors aof active[ygervice, - is. zot [
true: jt.has mever,  the, case; p?&d
88 ;50 Teserve.bati the.-ani $
are more than adequate’ ﬂways Gen:
erally, 88«16 “thié -chifges madé;vthe
men and offficers-at—Ayr confidentl
appedl” t6° MaJors ‘Tendell; Meantgo
erie, and : Carty, angg. Lieuts. Byr,nq,
Hemer, and all othey officers and men
in Newfoundland to publicly ‘defend
the Battdlions from Bail accusations.
T am obtaining figures as to your sec-
ond cable and am sending a full re-
port on all matters by mail.”

(Sgd.) E. P. MORRIS.

Copy of Message received from Sir
Edward Morris, Prime Minister, by
Hon. J. R. Bennett, Minigter of Mili-
tia:

“In answer to your c&ble of the 3rd,
there are forty-six Officers and three
Cadets in the British® Isles to-day.
Clouston, Paterson, and Starkes went
inte training at Cambridge on August
5th. The Windsor Draft arrived at
Ayr on-April 30th. ‘On. May 10th, Sey-
Jmour, - Noseworthy,  Ellis, Newman,
LeMelsuner Tresise, ‘Cooper, Moors,:
Hopson, 'Strang, © Holmes, Bémiett,
Power, Méws, Greaves, Duley, Bdens
were granted Commissions-in order to
replace seventeen. officers, ordered to
France hy the War Office, Holmes
and Benmett transferred to the TFly-
ing Corps. Newman, Moore, Strang,
Greaves and Duley are now under
orders for France. [@Messurier is at- 3
tached to the Musketry Staff; Tresise
is Gas Officer; . Cooper. is Bombing
Officer;” Power is ~attending Signal-
ling Course.: The returns, showing
the actual number of oflicers.at Ayr,
are sent weekly to the War Office. The
sending to France of those officers
rests entirely with the War Office.
The. above-named officers detailed for
special duties are there by order of
the War Office. No officer can be sent |
to: France ‘without direct orders from
the War ‘Office. 1 am sending a full

report hy mail." % »
'L 3 (Sgd.) MORRIS. i
A mm Servanl
nuin -ro ‘WORK NIGHT OR DAY.

 your ever ready helper right]
u ﬂqr bome—nq
ery, no delays in getting

f»l

;atkowh‘gf%.’lt '

troyble, Study its um nt ‘o under-

lt.Ono

help you. can from it.. .
" Reftember that for Light, Heat - or

wm'vimhmmm
9

ed. , The high cost of

,;o' or- { without, -anhy ‘denominational
e a Httle| tion. We ‘only ry to remembér the

Lewis Rodgers, 84 Lime Street.

they are fully loyed\ in training
recruits, I am eql,l\]lll’teysun, sir, - that Chrishnas Cheer

for the Poor.

Lieut.-Colonel Otway begs to -acs| 3K
knowledge receipt of the
amounts: and* to
friends.

following

thank ' ‘the * kind

Will all who have received an ap-

peal letter kindly respond in order ’
that the provisions for the parcels 2%
may be ordered.

The Salvation Army have no Funds

that | apart from the result of this appeal,
and thus is unable to prepare the par-
cels until the money needed
ceived,

is re-

It will be remembered that since
last year the cost of 'goods have. con-
siderably advanced, hence extra

made on October 9th. 1916, and whichq money” 1§ needed, otherwise the par-

cels must be smaller.

It ‘will be 4 very sad calamity if the
suffering poor of St. John’s are ‘this
year left uncared for.

Contributions to Date.
$50—A. H. Murray, Esq.

L

A Work-a-Day Cnrset
as well as for Dress;

Warner’s Corsets are made to
wear, not to rust, break or tear.
You'may pay all kinds of money
for a Corset but you will never
have a better fitting, a better
wearing, or a more comfortable
Corset ithan a Wax:ner’s.

We can give you any Warn-
er’s style that is correct for
fashion and your figure, and we
confidently expect to fill every
Corset requirement with a
Warner’s Rust-Proof, so remark-
able are they in shape, comfort
and fear.

Price: $1.50 per palr up.

$20-—T. M. Winter, Esq., also  fifty

gifts for Christmas Tree - for
‘childrén.

$10—W. J. Cashin; 'Esq., D. Monroe,
Esq.

$5.00 each—J. Browning, Esq., W. T.
EIlis, Esq., Hon. J. Harvey, W. J. Hig-
ging, Esq., H. F. Goodridge, Esq., Hon.
D. Morison, Major Montgomerie, J. C.
Marshall, Esq., Newfoundland Cloth-
ing Co.,, W. P. Monroe, Esq., R. Wat-
son, Esq., R. Templeton, Esq., P
Templeton, Esq., E. Templeton, Esq.

$3.00 each—P. H. Cowan, Anonym-
ous,

$2.00 each—W. H. Crowdy, Esq.,
Mrs. W. Cook, T. B. CHft,’ Esq., H.
Keélley, Esq., 'Dr.- Leh¥, Percie John-
‘son, Bsq.,'J. Jackson, Hsq., W. H. Ren-
rie, E8q., J. D. Ryan, Esq.

“$1.00 fach—Anonymoits, D: Munn,

poor

YR 'MeNamara, Esq. ohe ‘clest of téa. :

P“ B Woda #nd*Co., candy

P

CllRISTMAS PUDDINGS FOR THB i

POOR

"'Y41, LeMarchant Road,
City.

!

To the Ladies of St John 8,—

lt wul poss{bly be. known. to you ;'

that the Salvauon Army is trymg to
arrange . to give . 350 Christmas Par-
Jeels. to the Poor.

the city to subscribe a  Christmas
denation towards this worthy cause.

The purpose of nry addressing yoir
is to lay before you the following
suggestion:

As a mother I feel very keenly for|'
1 the many poor people

who, unless
they are assisted, will not have a
Christmas pudding, and the thought
has occurred to me that
Christmas parcel, what a joyous sur-
prise it would be if each contained a
small Christmas pudding.

There is much real suffering just
now. among the poor, especially the
widows, the aged, the sick and afflict-
: living . has
brought. real privation and distress,

and I fear the outlook for Christmas|;:
Cheer is very poor indecd, unless theyj:

are assisted.

. “Would you like to contribute a small

Christmas pudding?: We shall all en-
joy our Christmas the more if we can
feel. we have tried to make others
happy, ‘especially the dear little ones.
When, therefore, you are making your
puddings this year, could you  lay
aside a small one for the poor. How
the “Tiny Tims” will rejoice when the
parcel is opened and Dickens’ “Christ-
mas story” once more repeated.

Our Girl Guards are being arra
ed to call for any of the above gifts.

If you would prefer to comtribute
a money gift our members of the
“Home League” would ‘be pleased to

4 make the puddings.

I you have any cast off garments,

1 we shall be pleased to arrange for the|’

same to be distributed.
I hope you will not object to my
appeal to you.

‘Our Christmas parcels are ‘given
distinc-

words of our Lord: “Inasmuch as ye

stand ‘how to ‘obtain;every particle of Ldid it to the least of these, my little
.ones, Ye did it unte Me.” 5
« On-receipt of: a Post Card to: the !

‘Cooking’it has no equal. If you have uﬁove address . we will arrange for a

11416 Aifficutties. W htﬁll Girl Guard to call, or a' phone mes-
d :3.?: Gas Offtce. m:‘ §0Vieg hEe,. PI8 NN Teach e

Thanking you in anticipation,
% Your: in Christian "Service,

(MRS.) FRANCES OTWAY.

My husband, Colonel
Otway, is askmg the gentlemen of '!b:”

with our ||

‘T onlty do'so because ':;
for doﬂv- I ‘@eésire to help the needy.
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Whole)
10 1b. tins

1 1b. equal in volume to 4 dozen eggs.

RAISINS

Seedless,

SODAS:

TIP-TOP (Harvey's).

JERSEY CREAM (McCormacek’s).

Seeded,
(Sun Maid)

Sultana.

PEELS? | ¢

% "e

A I’RICO T

FRUITS g

& 3§ (Pins.)
S, PEA‘RS,LI’L ACHES, PINE-

Citren,
Lemon,
slrange, | sers:s

Vegetables :

(Glass.)

TRING g)zlgs, 'xqu‘ PEAS,

Shelled Nuts;

Pare Gold

Teing. i

Bluenose ‘Bﬂﬂer -

16 5 1b. And 287ib. Wins.

-Baker's -
Chocolate,
Nonparieis,

BACON:

BEECHNUT, CEDAR RAPIDS;
SPERRY & BARNES’, LOCAL.

Glace
Cherries.

Bird’s CUSTARD POWDER.

BOWRING BROTHERS, Limited,

Phone 832,

GROCERY DEPT,

Lt ",,Ef‘ are still

splendid se-
lectionof : : :

TWEEDS

and

SERGES.

~ No scarcity st
M

However,we beg’
to remind our cus-
torhers these goods
are selling rapid-
ly, and cannot be
replaced at the
s{sam’e price,

‘showing a

il

il

|
gl
a

il
a

PIG

O

Sele:
Fa

“Favorite’

P.EIL

3000 b

Q

s,tu,th

WE@@DD@I

‘»’ ‘,<’ 3( 7Oy
2K PRRK S

CLEA

AT
Jol
Fa

174

LELLELEELES

M@@@@@D :

Military
Boots

For
Smart
Women !

Women?

for Fall
Brown,

wear are f{
Grey and

Laced, High or Lowj
§ Price:

Sielolololelolololololefe [oll|oloplofololol ol o

5 PARKER &
g m,tu,th,s 4 "

el loleleIolok ;

EXTRA LARGE SW

Good, Sound Winter K
RAISINS (Loose and 1
ONIONS—Both large an
NED FRUIT, such a
all at lowest prices




