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DEVELOPMENT or the TOWN.

It* marked growth during tl)#ÿn»t few y« 
indicates that it will t

ÉTANT CITY

of the countiy that sustains the town. 
We would have liked to have pre­
sented ii^ these columns detailed re­
ports upyi * all the villages of the 
Countjw-ïndeed that was our ordinal 
design, but already the limits of the 
paper are filled. And much,very fr.uch 
matter already* prepared is excluded.

St Thomas derives its name from 
Thomas Talbotat one time a* officer
in the British 
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OF THE DOMINION.

OUR MANUFACTURERS, BANKERS 

AND MERCHANTS.

ITEMS RELATIVE TO AYLMER AND 
ITS TRADE.

Together with such other "Mem." ae our 
Note Book ehowe.

It has not been long since quite a 
detailed history of the County of El - 
gin was published ; we have there­
fore decided to refrain from any at­

tempt at history in the following re­
sume. In the comments which fill 
these columns it has been, as a mat­
ter of course, necessary to make 
more or less allusions to the past by 
way of contrast or for the purpose of 
tracing the growth of many of the 
enterprises of which we speak. Our 
design has been to make such a show­
ing of St. Thomas, and incidental! y 
of the County as may serve to attract 
attention and cause inquiry—if it re. 
suits in that our purpose will have 
been fully accomplished.

It is within the memory of many 
residents of the County when, save 
here and there, this whole section o t 
the country was a veritable wilder­
ness. The work accomplished by 
the last and present gen erations has 
been a work of_jnere-than ordinary 
magnitude ; and even now, if it 
scarcely holds true that “thechaos of 
a rhig hty world is rounding into 
form" it is true that “the rudiments 
of empire here are plastic yet, and 
warm," and that the development of 
the past promises to be more than 
equalled by that of the future. The 
large area throughout the county 
that has been brought under cultiva­
tion, the thriving, busy centres of 
trade that have sprung up,the schools 
and churches that have been built are 
all so many guarantees of future pros-
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what progress has begiFtnade—a*

history of tfnytan(HJian town. This 
development, both in population and 
in the variety and exterlt of trade in­
terests has been most noticeable dur­
ing the past six or eight years. With­
in that time not only has the “East 
End” sprang into being' but in the 
old town have been builf some of the 
finest business blocks, banking houses 
and private residences that are to be 
found in the Province. And even at 
this late season of the year there is 
remarkable activity in*building mat­
ters. Upon Talbot gtreet, the main 
thoroughfare, one can count at least 
a score of substantial business blocks 
now in progress of completion while 
others are but little more than begun. 

The village incorporation dates
back to i8537 the population of St. 7

perity—they point unmistakeably to­
ward a condition of things that shall 
reflect the fullest credit upon those 
who have been co-labourers in the 
great work which fell first upon the 
earliest settlers, and to which the 
people of to-day have fallen heir. 
That work is the up-bnilding of town 
and country—the careful fostering 
of those enterprises that give semb­
lance, at least, of healthful life, as 
well as the discarding of those pre­
judices and the abatement of that 
sectional feeling which rivalry ap­
pears to always engender.

No one conversant with this por­
tion of Ontario will for a moment 
dispute the assertion that it is the 
garden spot of the Dominion—des­
tined, in the years to come, to sup­
port teeming thousands where now 
are hundreds. The fertility of the 
soil, the character and habits of the 
population, the present and pfospec- 
live facilities by which the surplus 

ji_„; products of our farms and workshops 
reach the great mass of consumers, 
the growth of educational, church 
and social interests are indicative of 
t^e future, and when the Times 
màltes claims of present prosperity 
and future greatness for the County 
of which St. Thomas is capital it 
wishes its claim to be accepted in the 
fullest, most material sense. A 
glance at the map of Ontario will 
convey something of an idea of which 
we wish to make plain. The obser­
ver will notice how the railway system 
affects the Coimty. The Canada 

. Southern road passes through every 
township but one ; the London and 
Port Stanley branch of the Great 
Western bisects the County, and the 
Air Line branch of the Great Wes­
tern gives us competiGSh with the 
Canada Southern both to the east 
and west. As a natural result of 
these roads centering in St. Thomas, 
this immediate section has reaped 
the most pronounced benefits thus 
far, but they are benefits that are cu­
mulative in their character, and the 
effects, following a natural law, radi­
ate from centre to circumference.

As this report shows in detail some- 
, thing concerning the growth of the 

commercial interests of St. Thomas, 
so, by induction, it shows the growth

Thomas then being 1,300. In 1861 
it numbered 1,63t. and in 1866 but 
few more. In 1870 it was less than 
2,000 and in 1878 it approximates 
very closely to 7,000. The secret 
of the growth of the town during the 
present decade is largely owing to 
railway enterprise. The great dis­
bursements made by the various 
railways not only stimulated every 
branch of business but awakened into 
new life the dormant energies of the 
people. Enterprising, energetic men 
from all portions of the country found 
their way here, and Canadians, 
Scotchmen, Englishmen, Americans 
—indeed all nationalities have seemed 
to vie with each other in their efforts 
to promote their own and the general 
good. The contrasts presented by 
this lapse of timfc are necessarily very 
great. Since 1874 the town has *een 
lit withgas, and a very efficient sys­
tem of water works, with hydrants 
at required points gives most excel­
lent protection against fire.

In the matter of schools and chur­
ches there is much to boast of. Of 
churches there are ten—“one Presby- 
erian, two Baptist, two Methodist' 
Church of Canada, one Methodist 
Episcopal, one Roman Catholic, one 
Bible Christian and two Church of 
England. - Seven of these are brick 
structures, and all are nearly new, 
neat and comfortable. The Presby­
terian, Roman Catholic, Methodist 
Church of Canada and the English 
Church buildings are especially no­
ticeable for their architectural beauty 
and finish." '

The educational advantages afford­
ed by St. Thomas are in keeping with 
its church privileges. The St. David’s 
Ward school house is a fine two story 
white brick structure and contains 
four rooms ; the Central School con­
tains nine rooms. The Roman Cath­
olics have just about completed a 
handsome brick school house adjoin­
ing the church, and work upon the 
elegant Alma College buildings is 
being pushed forward as rapidly as 
possible.

In ascertaining facts relative to tile rapid 
development of St. Thomas during the past 
half dozen years, we have naturally gath­
ered together memoranda -relative to the 
marked growth of the “ East End. ” It is 
but a short time since that the portion of 
the town where are now railway depots, 
great shops, handsome business blocks, and 
scores upon scores of private residences, 
was noth mg but farpi land, destitute of any 
appearance 4u town life and prosperity. 
The changes that have been wrought within 
these few years may be attributed to vari­
ous pauses. The location of the depots and 
shops of the Canada Southeiki Railway was 
one great primal cause, and the persistent, 
unflagging action of a few energetic men has 
proved a continuing cause. These gentle­
men haVe evidently believed that the 
“ logic of events ” pointed unerringly to a 
not distant future when the “ East, End ” 
should be the seat and centre of trade, and 
though it would be unwise ip us as a jour­
nalist to advance an opinion as to whether 
or not these hopes are to be realized, it is 
our duty to show, as fairly as we can, what 
has been, is being, and will be done toward 
advancing the material interests of that

platted. They are laid out at right adgles, 
and, for the most part, are 66 feet wide. 
“ Forest Avenue, leading to the College, 
is 99 feet wrae, and promises to become a 
hahdsome thoroughfare. - The grade of 
these streets is Éuch that* excellent and 
easy drainage can he had ; and already a 
movtf has been made in the right direction 
-toward setting out shade trees.

In view of tne very large transactions in 
real estate in the East End " during the 
past two or throe years, we have “inter­
viewed 11 a number of gentlemen who are 
more or less largely interested id property 
or property improvknssrits in that section ef 
the town. Among those called upon werd 
Mr. Edward Horton, one of our old resi­
dents and a leading barrister, the <(Bcials of 
the Canada Southern railway and others. 
Mr. Horton has, its a certain sense, stood 
God-father to the “East End/' ^ A

w i thin Vie rorportuion limits 
an<Dsince£has become owner of 

lands adjacent*;- "All told,dfce has 
Lslionÿ 150 acres. From the outset 

ie has had grentifaith in the growth of St,
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the railway shops and depets would eventu 
ally centralize trade in that locality, and h( 
has proved his faith by his works. He has 
laid out darge sums of money in grading 
streets and building sidewalks, h&gave the 
town three acres of ground for market pur­
poses, and built a market-house thereon at 
his owp expense, and he has not only sold 
large numbers of lots to those intending to 
build, but in many instances he lias ad­
vanced money to assist individuals in build­
ing homes. His policy, evidently, has 
been to encourage working men and others 
to provide themselves with homes, and 
that, too, upop the most favorable terms. 
A large proportion of the lots he sells are 
upon time, or else they are leased for ten 
years, at the expiration of which time he 
will buy or sell at a valuation. His prop­
erty interest in the “ East End ” now em­
braces about 300 lots, ranging in value 
from two hundred dollars per lot to forty 
dollars the front foot, according to location. 
In this connection we may add. that values

lots during the past two or three y< 
except at a material advance. Next y) 
values will undoubtedly be much greal 
than at present. Mr. Hi^rton intend] 
erecting a large hotel ou the mi 
next spring, which promises to be a hand­
some affair. The architectural designs are 
very fine, and the structure will be an orna­
ment %o the town. Naturally enough, he 
wishes to make such improvements as will 
enhance the value of his unimproved prop­
erty, and we have no doubt he will be glad 
to answer either letters of inquiry or per­
sonal applications for information. At all 
events, he has done a good wark for St. 
Thomas, and we feel disposed to give him 
a deserved compliment therefor;
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not a difficult matter for him to adapt him­
self to the role of manager. Having for­
merly been engaged in extensive merchan­
dizing and grain transactions here he had 
an acquaintance that waa of great value to 
the Bank, and that personal acquaintance 
has resulted in the opening of many an ac­
count with the Imperial. Under hie 

more ire eo manv »r management » good, healthful business has 
Then too, its reooM b*î* built up, eeptcUlly with the merchants 

*-■ • and gram operators of Town* while at the
sante time the general trade with the 
farmers, manufacturers and others, con­
stantly grows, The savings department is 
also in excellent shape, and though we 

(might say that the entire business is satis­
factory yet we wouldn't wish to imply MMWümwmUMEe • That
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We may with equal justice place the firm 

of Strong & Co,, with either the manufac. 
turers or merchants of Town, for they are 
both. In other words they are furniture 
manufacturers and dealers, and as the house 
has obtained a leading place as a represen­
tative of that interest in the County, we 
refer to it somewhat in detail. The 
present co-partnénhip, comprising J. H. 
Strong and W. JtfV Triggerson, was foamed 
two years ago, then succeeding to the firm 
of Strong & Sons, that had been established 
some six or sevgn years. Both of the co-

bngl and native Cana-
well.

J- 8c W. Mlokleborough-
The ‘ ‘ Scotch Warehouse ” ia known far 

and wide throughout the county ax Elgin, 
and the Times reporter takes the liberty of 
telling the thousands of readers of to-day’s 
paper “ what he , knows,” or thinks he 
knows, relative to it and the firm who con­
trol itp destinies. To begirt, the house has 
been in existence twenty years or more.
Mr. R. Carrie, now of Toronto, was its 
founder ; be was succeeded by James Car­
rie, and he gave place to the present firm, 
formed one year ago. Mr. W; Micklebor- 
ough has been connected with, the house .. *
over since coming here from Galt fourteen 
years ago ; Mr. J. Mickleborough came 
about the time of the f 
ent firm. He a

The Banking Interest of St- Themis.
In preparing a report upon Stf. Thomas 

and its varied interests it is but natural 
that detailed space should be accorded Ah* 
Barks. By andthrough their aid the ^eat 
majority of enterprises, public and private, 
are carried forward,and the contents of their 
vaults prove both the fulcrum and lever for 
which Archiinides Bighed—by their aid the 
world is raov#d. We cannot hope, in this 
issue to give a detailed history of the past 
banking enterprises of town—it is the prov­
ince of a newspaper reporter to more espe­
cially deal with things as they exist, and so 
in commenting upon our banks we merely 
allude to the past. The oldest established 
of any of our banking houses is the

Merchants Bank of Canada.
As all the monetary world knows the 

Merchants is an outgrowth of the old Com­
mercial Bank. The Merchants, as a dis­
tinct bank, was incorporated in, the year 
18C8, and it absorbed the business of its 
predecessor. So far as the Merchants is a 
St. Thomas interest it dates back to that 
time. The intervening ten years have 
been characterized by nothing phenomenal 
—the bank has simply pursued the 'even 
tenor of its way, gaining friends and patrons 
year by year, and more and more closely 
linking its fortunes with those o f the com­
munity. The parent institution, as well as 
its branches, deserves meritorious mention, 
and that the confidence the people of On­
tario especially have . placed in it has 
pot been misplaced is shown by its 
career. Although the head quarters of the 
bank arc at Montreal yet the interest may 
with equal propriety bo designated as be­
longing to Ontario. Throughout this Prov­
ince especially the Bank has aimed to culti­
vate business. In the number of its bran­
ches and the extent of its business it ranks 
with the first, and in its dealings with the 
people of this section as well as otfyer parts 
of the Province it has given unmistakeablc 
evidence of a proper consideration of the 
importance of the business to be done. In 
everything it has pursued a liberal policy— 
it has extended every favor to our people 
consistent with wise banking management, 
and the results are as we see. The manage­
ment of the St. Thomas branch of the Mer­
chants is with Mr. John Pottenger, who 
succeeded Mr. A. M. Crombie, now of 
Hamilton, in May, 1876. Mr. Pottenger 
came here from Owen Sound, where he had 
had management of that branch, and his 
connection with the banking interest of the 
country now covers a period of about twen 
ty years. We don’t think our people have 
had any occasion to regret his appointment 
here, and it is certain that the bank has 
lost nothing of its popularity under his 
management. The Merchants is now the 
oldest of our chartered banks. Of the par­
ent institution a few words will suffice, 
Wielding' the great capital of five and a I 
half million dollars, and having a surplus ' 
or reserve of nearly half a million dollars,it 
stands a giant among the monetary institu­
tions of the Dominion. Its officers are men 
whose position in the banking world is one 
of great responsibility, and they are men 
whose names may well be taken as syno­
nyms of commercial integrity. They are 
gentlemen of wealth, too, as well as of hon­
orable standing. The President is Hon. 
John Hamilton. John McLennan, Esq., is 
viee-President. S$ir Hugh Allan, Andrew 
Allan, Esq., Hector Mackenzie Esq., llobt. 
Anderson, Esq., Wm. Darling,Esq., Adolph 
Masson, Esq., and Jonathan Hodgson,Esq,
----...„ 17--------1 .( TV__.i____ _ i -1 _ /'i....

Molson family had been engaged 'in priv 
banking in Montreal. They deternâiied ijpoiF 
merging that private bank into a joint sfcck 
enterprise, and their friends and co-labourers 
in the work suggested that the new enter­
prise should be christened after those v who 
originated it. It wat done, a joint stock 
bank was established, au^iu 1855 Mrilsons’ 
bank was dulv chartered. The St. Thomas 
branch of Molsons’ bank waa opened in 
March, 1871, with Ml1. Thomas Ètakency 
as manager. Mr. Bh*k.-mey was stfoceeded 
by the present manage)?^ Mr. Geo. K. Mor­
ton, in September, 1875, he then being 
transferred from Morrisburg, where he had 
been manager for the four years proceed­
ing. Since Mr. Morton has been here the 
bank has made valuable improvepients, to 
the town in the way erecting a* suitable 
bank building, on Talbot street, and id a 
central location. The bank building is] of 
handsome and yet solid architectural 1 
pearance, and, so far as we c&n learn, Jts 
cost approximated closely to 815,000.
■ matter of course it is a model of coim 
idnee. The banking office proper, the pi 
ate offices, the vaults, -ttc., all show 
completeness of equipment, and bespeak the 
fact that the institution is located here not 
for a brief time but pedfeaneutly. Thoi 
he could not hop i to veam any of 
tails of the business, ydb the Times re_ 
ter has gathered an itcjtn or two together 
relative to the St. Thonaaè* branch of M di­
sons that are not without interested Wé 
have incidentally learnp$ that, in addition 
to its general oommercyil business it has 
most satisfactory relatidns with the fanners 
of this section. With title millers autfgrain 
shippers, too, it does a very large bareness, 
and, if tfie fact were known, we doubt not 
it would prove true that a large per cent, 
of the grain crup of Ontario is moved to the 
seaboard with the financial |iid of Molsona’. I 
There are, of course, o£ber departments to 
the business of the bank, and among the ! 
leading opes is the Sing's Department. 
This has ihcreasecL W't/i- «'-rked rapidity, 
until now lutf- d.^deftor^'htmmbcr a very 
large percent, of those of economical habits 
in town and country. It appears to be the 
policy of the bank to combine safety with 
profits—safety to depositors combined with 
such rates of interest as the bank can pay 
in justice to itself and in justice to a legiti­
mate business, and the result is a patronage 
that speaks well, both for the bank and its 
depositors.

As regards the parent bank, located at 
Montreal, it is needless to say more than a 
word or two in this connection. Its oifi 
cers are : John Molsous’ Esq., Pres. ; Hen. 
Thos. Workman, M, V., Vice-Pres., and 
the Directory embraces the names of T. J. 
Claxton, V. P. of the Montreal Life Insur­
ance Company ; K. W. Shepherd, Esq., 
President of the Ottawa River Navigation 
Company, Hon. D. L. Macpherson, Sena­
tor, Horatio Nelson, M. P. P. and Miles 
Williams. M. P. J\ The Cashier is F. 
Wolferstan Thomas ; the assistant cashier 
James Elliot, Esq. To quote the language 
of the Chatham Planet^in a recent article 
upon the bank : “These are gentlemen of 
known probity arid integrity, and their 
names are to be found allied only with 
those schemes that are above reproach.” 
To which we may add the statement that 
the officers, directors and stockholders arc 
gentlemen possessing largo mean#, and 
their combined capital forms an aggregate 
that is a bulwark of protection.

We might refer to the bank at much 
greater length, but the foregoing suffices to 
show to those who are familiar with it what 
relations it bears to our own community 
as well as to the country generally. As a 
great monetary interest it has been weighed 
in the balances of public opinion and not 
found wranting.

modious building here, two flats and 1 
sard, to be entirely devoted to banking and 
office purposes. A magnificent vault is one 
of the features of fche building—the door 
and iron lining alone of, the vault cost $900, 
while the safe, which has two combina­
tion locks, cost $1300 more. Twenty-two 
hundred dollars paid out for ^rotectiôiti1 
against fire and burglars means that security ^ 
will l>e had if possible, and we certainly 
would’ut hesitate to risk our répertoriai 
sayings in such a strong-box. The new 
building will doubtless be ready for oc­
cupancy by May 1st, next year, and the 
town owes a debt of gratitude to the'Bank 
for providing such an ornament to Talbot 
Street as it will prove to be.

By way of conclusion, we can say this to 
the readers of to-day's Times : You can 
well plade confidence in the banks of St. 
Thomas, and we feel sure that the manager 
of the Imperial will be glad of an opportu­
nity to convince you that it is to your 
interest to do your banking business 
through it.
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Geo. T. Claris.
Having written in detail of our chartered 

banks we next find memor anda upon our 
note-book relative to private banking, and 
as a representative of that interest we here 
refer to M r. George T. Claris. He is to be 
accredited, too]1 with having been the first 
here, of late years at least, to engage in 
such an enterprise* and his success in pro­
moting the interest to the point it now holds 
in the business circle of Town is to be 
highly commended. Mr. Claris embarked 
in private banking in 1871. He was by no 
means a stranger to this community, for, 
though absent in Chicago a few years, most 
of his life has been passed in this county, 
and when he opened his banking office it was - 
not to compete with the chartered banks, 
but to supply the people with conveniences 
that did nut then exist. The result, in a 
pecuniary sense, has been more than was 
expected, and a business has been built up 
that the community would hardly be willing 

! to dispense With. While buying and selling 
I Exchange upon all the principal cities,
I making loans and the like, Mr. Claris espec- 
1 ially makes it a business to discount farmers 

and general commercial paper, afaA to 
vance money upon notes, stocks bonds and 
other collatiral securities. He knows 
the financial standing of everybody here­
abouts, and hi ; resources arc àuch that he 
is alvrrj < prepared to give advantageous 
rates to those whom necessity compels to 
realize upon “paper.” In addition to his 
banking business he also is at the head of a 
General Railway Office, acting as agent here 
for the Great Western and connecting lines. 
Ocean passage also receives attention, and 
we believe he has the agency here for every 
line of steamships sailing out of the port of 
New York. As if all this was not enough 
to keep him busy Mr. Claris also does a 
ia.rge insurance business. He represents 
some of the staunchest companies, such as 
the Royal of England, the Commercial 
Union of England, the Imperial and the 
North British as well as the Canada Fire 
and Marine, and the Canada Life. His 
Insurance business constantly increases in 
importance, and those seeking sound 
policies will find it to their interest to call 
upon him. Merchants, manufacturers or 
others entrusting their insurance business to 
Mr. Claris’ care will fin'd that it will be care­
fully placed, and that they will be relieved 
of all care or anxiety in the matter.

Mr. Claris has further shown his identity 
with St. Thomas by his connection with the 
building of the Opera House, at a cost of 
something over $20,000. In brief, he has 
demonstrated himself to be an energetic, 
public spirited mau, and it wouldn’t hurt 
any other town to import a few more young 
men of the same sort.

[ture, both in cham- 
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the salesrooms will 
^ pitiful specimens of 

their handiwork—tMrjiatterns are new, the 
styles modern—the vTOitnanship of the best 
—evidently the goods a* made to wear aa 
well as to sell. Qf course full lines of com­
mon and cheap furpiture are carried, but 
we would especially like the readers of the 
Times to know that there is no necessity 
for sending abroad in Order to obtain furni­
ture that would grace any parlor, drawing 
room, dining room or chamber in the county 
—that such goods can be purchased here, 
of a reliable firm, and of their own manu­
facture. The undertaking department of 
the business is very large. We would’ut , 
have any one infer that more people die 
here thau iu utUer towns of like size, nor 
would we advise any one to “shuffle off this 
mortal coil” just to inakç business for Strong 
& Co., but the fact fremains that they do by 
far the leading undertaking business in 
Town. The firm is a live, wide-awake one, 
they are having an excellent trade, and we 
congratulate them upon the result of their 
efforts.

arance of the build- 
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portion of the town.
As we have said, in 1871 this part of St.

Thomas was farm property, and the entire 
town had va population of scarcely more 
than lJSOO. Now we find the erstwhile 
farms plotted into town lots. Streets have 
been laid out and graded, parks s,set aside, 
and great public and private improvements
have been carried to completion, or ai*ë in ______  _ ______________________
progress. The Canada Southern ltoad_ h$^, ..comprise the Board of Directors, \riiilc G

The Imperial Bank of Canada-
Those of our readers who are familiar 

with the banking interest of this Province, 
will readily call to mind the old Niagara 
District Bank, which, for nearly or quite 
two decades, wielded influence aud power 
for good throughout] tldi section of the 
country. Five yo»rs ago*might have bfecn 
written of it the old legend *\L’ lloi eat 
mort—vh* F Roi,” for abdut that time the 
business of the Niagara District Bank was 
merged into that of the knperial Bank of 
Canada.1 The headquarters of the Bank 
were removed from S: Catharines to To­
ronto, the capital was increased to one 
million dollars, and a larger sphere of use­
fulness was entered upon. The Hon. 
Hamilton Merritt was the originator of the 
Niagara District Banlc, and his son, Thomas
R. Merritt, Esq., is Vice-President of the 
Imperial. The other officers arc : Hon. H.
S. Howland, President; D. R. VVilkie,Esq., 
Cashier. The Directory of the Imperial 
embraces the names of well-known residents 
and prominent business men of this Pro­
vince», the Board consisting of Hon. James 
R. Benson, John Smith, Esq.. Robt. Carrie, 
Esq., John Fiskin, Esq., T, R. Wadsworth, 
Esq., William Ramsay, Esq., and P. Hughes, 
Esq. These gentlemen have identified 
fied themselves with an enterprise that

lomplishing much good—an enterprise

M- T- Mooro -
We could hardly hope to mention a name 

An this report which the Times makes upon 
St. Thomas that is better known throughout 
this section of country than that of the lato 
M. T. Moore. The St. Thomas Tannery 
owrcs its origin to him, and to his energy 
and perseverance and that of his sons may

expended a half million or more of dollars, 
the Great Western fifteen to twenty thous­
and, and hundreds of thousands have been 
laid out by individuals. Another impeti 
to the growth of the “East End” was 
given by the location of Alma College, upon 
which seventy-five thousand dollars are be­
ing expended. This summçr, especially, 
has witnessed a really wonderful work of 
improvement. Residences and business 
blocks have been built as if by magic—from 
early dawn till dewey eve the sound of the 
mason’s trowel or the , carpenter’s hammer 
has been heard,and buildings could scarcely 
be built rapidly eiiotigh to meet the wants 
of intending tenants. The same prosperity 
appears betokened for next t summer, and 
property owners naturally feel jubilant.

One/eature concerning the “ East End ” 
that commands approbation is the regu­
larity with Which the streets have been

;ue, Esq., is general manager and^AVin.Hi
S. Ingram, Êsq., is assistant 'general’Vhana- 
ger. To further comment upon these gen­
tlemen would be simple adulation.

Some idea of the relations the Merchants 
Bank bears to the general public may be 
gained from the statement that' it now has 
thirty-five branches. These branches are, 
for the most part, in Ontario. The most 
advantageous openings have been secured, 
and the success of the St. Thomas branch 
may really be said to be typical of that of 
most of the others. We are not empowered 
to make any statements as to the business 
here—it is apparent to, all, however, that 
both in the commercial and savings depart­
ments the patronage accorded is of tfie best. 
And so it should be. As a leading member 
of the great and powerful fraternity of 
bankers throgliuouVthe country, it coni- 
inands the confidence of rich and poor alikè.

that depends for its well being upon the 
friendty^feeling of the business men of 
Ontario, and the relations which the Bank 
sustains toward the 1 1
of that friendly charn 
ciprocal interest.

As we have said, the head office is at 
Toronto. The Bank has also branches at 
St. Catharines, Ingersoll, 8t. Thomas, Port 
Col borne, Welland, Dunn ville and Fergus. 
As will | be seen these branches are all 
located within short instance of the head 
office, so that the entire interest be­
comes of quite a local character, although 
the business (lone is as comprehensive in its
nature and as wide-reaching in its results 
as is that of ,any chartered bank of the 
Dominion.

The St. Thomas branch was established 
two years ago, and was opeiiod by one of 
St. Thomas’ old citizens M- A. Gilbert, Esq., 
The Bank could hardly lift' 0 made a better 
selection. Though Mr. Gilbert had been 
for a short time previously engaged in 
private banking yet his experience às a 
banker was limited. He was a business 
man, however, and it is evident that it was

be attributed the position which the enter­
prise to which wo here allude has gained.
If we are not mistaken, Mr. Moore came to 
Canada from the United States in 1836, 
and in 1838 He located in St. Thomas. He 
purchased an old and small tannery that
than stood upon the site of or near the 
present model one, and n6t long after he 
built a new tannery—the present one— 
which, however, has been largely added to 
in the years Intervening since then. Mr. 
Moore remained proprietor of the business 
up to the time of his death, in 1874, and 
since then E. and W. H. Mooro have con­
tinued it, though under the old name. The 
tannery is located in the “ East- End,” 
upon Talbot street,', central to all parts of 
the town. It is operated by steam power, 
and its production may be fairly stated at 
160 sides per week. <tTliis production com­
prises slaughter sole, calf and kip uppers, 
harness leather, &c., All, Or nearly all, being 
hemlock tanned. Twelve or fourteen per­
sons are employed in the business, and the 
trade extends throughout all the adjacent 
country, being chiefly with the shoe and 
harness makers, though occasional supplies 
are furnished the large manufacturers. 
Adjoining the tannery the fîrnlQïave a large 

. warehouse and salesroom, where they keep 
pie have become I not only full lines of leather, but of findings 
that bespeaks ro- j and other material, and through the home 

1 house mosjfçf the goods made at the tan 
nery are handled. Each of the brothers 
gives tlie business his personal attention— 
occasionally one or the other takes to the 
road,—and they report trade as being in 
excellent shape this fall—that is, an active 
demand exists for all the tannery can turn

The Messrs. Mbore, father and sons, 
have don ex much for St. Thomas bpsidi 
establishing the largest tannery in this sec­
tion of the country. They have built one 
large brick block of four stores, as well as 
throe frame stores, and in donating the 
land upon which Alma Collegfe stands they 
gave exidence of their real interest in the 
welfare of their home. Recently, also, the 
firrii have opened a boot and shçe house, to 
which we elsewhere refer. In conclusion 
we can but tender them our congratulations 
upon the success of their business enter­
prises, and wish them well for the future.

Haggert 86 Ooohraae-
That the success of an enterprise, mer­

cantile or manufacturing, depends very 
much upon the men who conduct it is for­
cibly illustrated ip the business of Messrs. 
Haggert & Cochrane, and in order to 
“ point a moral ” if not “to adorn a talc,” 
we hei-e make a synopsis of what they are 
doing as well as what they propose to do. 
Everyone who ia familiar with St. Thomas 
knows what a really first-class establish­
ment is presided over by these gentlemen. 
The architectural appearance of 1 
ing» ia Wtaroely eqiwtyi A \*y. 
dozen factories in the Province.
■works are of brick, four stories in height, 
and front 150 feet on Talbot street, beside 
which there is a commodious L on 
Hincks street. The ground area is much 
larger, and to still further accommodate 
the business the firm have recently pur­
chased five lots in the rear of the main 
building. Heretofore the only serious ob­
jection to the location was its distance from 
the railways; now the Canada Southern 
has agreed to put in a swith, thus connect­
ing tl^e shops with the main line, and, when 
this convenience is completed thero^ will be 
little to wish for in the way of facilities.

The shops were built some six years ago 
by Wm. and Thomas Haggert, now of 
London. These gentlemen carried on gen­
eral agricultural implement manufacturing, 
but, if the truth must be told, this enter­
prise languished than otherwise. Last 
April, Messrs. Jolm Haggert, Adam Coch­
rane and Roderick Cochrane, purchased the 
works, plant, etc. Two of these co-part­
ners, Messrs. Haggert and Roderick Coch­
rane constitute a firm that arealso largclyen- 
gaged in manufacturing at Brampton, aud so 
the firm-namo is one familiar to a large part 
of the people of the Province. The manage­
ment of the business here is with Mr. 
Adam Cochrane. He also used to be en­
gaged in manufacturing operations—in 
fact, has baen in harness for a life-time. 
For twenty-live years he was engaged in 
manufacturing in the county of Grey, and 
this long experience certainly fits him to as­
sume charge of this enterprise

During a conversation not long since 
held by our reporter with Mr. Cochrane 
he learned that since last April the works 
have been kept very busy, having given 
employment to an average force of sixty 
workmen. The principal products of the 
works arc stoves, reapers and mowers, hay 
rakes, cultivators, plows, etc., and the firm 
arc now about engaging in the manufacture 
of portable engines lor farmer’s use upon an 
extensive scale. Some idea of their antici­
pations of ïiext year’s business may be in­
ferred from the fact that for next season 
they expect to turn out three hundred 
mowers and five hundred reapers. During 
the first ten weeks of business this year 218 
mowers were made, aud the firm were un­
able to fill all orders during the summer. 
Their inower ia the famous Meaelow Lark, 
but it embodies improvements over others 
of the same general make. Messrs. Haggert 
& Cochrane have introduced a new “tilt ” 
to the machine ahd madfe other improve­
ments, thus -adding materially to the desir­
ability of the old style. Their reaper is 
the equally famous “ Roycc”-—1the name is 
a household word among our farmers, and 
„the machine requires no other comment.
In hay rakes, cultivators and other imple­
ments, Messrs. Haggert & Cochrane aim to 
produce the best—they have placed their 
standard of excellence high, and the people 
know it. And in the proposed manufacture 
of threshing engines they intend to spare no 
effort which will result in perfect engines. 
At all events,the firm in that specialty as in 
their other lines of manufacture appear to 
remain content to bo judged upon the 
merits of the article.

The production of stovçr fs an important 
branch of the business. Both cooking and 
hôating stoves are made in large numbers, 
and in the admirable n-desroom at the 
works are shown not only a large variety of 
stoves of the firm’s own make but those of 
other manufacturers. These atç<fçamed 
for the purpose of catering to a gcheral re­
tail trade here in St. Thomas, and tliht they 
may reach out more and more into the ad­
joining counties the firin’ have recently pur­
chased property and established a branch 
house at Ridgctown, where they carry full 
lines of goods of their own manufacture. 
We believe that this last move of the I inn 
was a wcll-advised one, ànd wc can cordial­
ly recommend the enterprise to our numer­
ous readers in that portion of Kent.

It is very apparent that the establish­
ment of Messrs. Haggert & Cochrane has 
entered upon an era of prosperity. T lie 
business is in the hands of energetic as well 
Kb practical men, who not only have abun­
dant capital but the prestige of oece^s al­
ready gained. They, at least, loon hope­
fully to the future, and wc wish them the 
realization of every wish. .

it old liabita
associations evidently proved too

mg,- and sO he re-engaged in trade here.
; The house is, we believe, the oldest in its 
lines liere, and as such we give it deserved 
conspicpity. But not only is it the oldest, 
but it commands a trade that few retail 
dry goods houses in the Province can boast 
of—a well-established trade, too, that could 
hardly be diverted into other channels. 
Under its former proprietors a record for 
fair, dealing, for courteous attention, for 
reasonable profits, and for a spirit of ac­
commodation was gained] That prestige 
ha^not been lost.

Were wo to attempt1 to describe the 
Jiouse in detail more space would be re­
quired than can be accorded any one inter­
est in this issue. We can only generalize, 
therefore. There are a number of depart­
ments : dry goods, clothing, carpets, mil­
linery, merchant tailoring, mantles, dress 
making, &c., and these departments are 
again sub-divided. Some idea of the ex­
tent of business transacted by the house 
may be gamed from the subjoined state­
ment of the working force employed in 
these various departments :
In Drops Making:...................................... .*... 15
“ Millinery......................................................  10
“ Clothing iMerchant. Tailoring)................  12
“ Salesroom.................................................... 11

Or a total of..........................*........»... 48
These figures vary somewhat at different 

seasons of the year, but the fact remains 
that J. & W. Mickleborough give employ­
ment to an average force of nearly fifty 
persons—more than any of our manufac­
turers, with two or three exceptions. The 
trade done is all at retail, but patrons of 
the house come from nearly every part of 
the county. The three flats and basement 
of the building occupied are used. The 
first floor, 110 x 20 feet, is the general 
salesroom, and is amply stocked with every­
thing pertaining to tne general lines of dry 
and dress goods, millinerymantles, &c., 
the second liât is for carpets and clo.thing, 
the third for work rooms, and the basement 
for duplicatè stock. English floor oil 
cloths of the firm’s own importation are 
carried in large stock ; so arc furs. The 
senior member of ,the firm attends to the 
buying, and scarcely a month passes in 
Which he does not visit the leading Cana­
dian luaikcU; arvA the firm also imports 

i 1 itws oT goods direct from the States ,
aim frdni Euro net The business in its 
entirety, wo need scarcely add, is propor­
tionately large. Each of the co-partners 
gives it his personal attent^j  ̂and under 
their joint management “Scotch
Wareliouro ” contlnuesthc tenor of its

S. Fraino-
There arc few merchant tailoring estai), 

bailments in Ontario that* equal that of Mr 
Fraino in point of general appearance or 
stock carried. As regards the work done 
everyone hereabouts knows, for the reputa­
tion of the house has not been “hid under a 
bushel” by any means. By nativity, Mr. 
Frai ne is an Englishman, but he removed 
from New York city to London,Ont., about 
eighteen years ago, ami from London came 
hero live years ago. Very soon after he 
opened a merchant tailoring house under 
the firm of Denton & F raine, but that part­
nership was dissolved not long after, and 
for the past four years he has conducted 
the business alone. He has a really elegant 
establishment in the Opera House block, 
and unexceptionable taste is displayed in 
the arrangement and show of goods. We 
noticed, during a recent visit, how full 
were all the lines of tweeds, cloths, etc. A 
very large per cent, of all the material han­
dled by Mr. Fraine is of European make 
—a customer has a wide range of selection 
from English, French and Scotch suitings, 
and for this fall and winter trade the styles 
and goods arc very attractive. But even 
with the finest material, everything de­
pends upon the cut, and in that respect Mr 
Fraino may well rest his reputation and 
his business upon his work. An experience 
of twenty-five years, and much of that time 
pasted in the leading tailoring establish­
ments of the country, bas perfected him as 
a master workman, and so wo dont hesitate 
to recommend him. His trade, as a matter 
of course, is chiefly hero at home, but he 
makes many a suit of clothes for parties in 
the States and as far away as Illinois. Some 
of these customers he has never met, but ho 
fits them just the same, and their orders 
come,in as regularly as clock work. In his 
business lm employs eight to twelve work­
men, and ho personally sees to it that gar­
ments arc well-made. His business has 
grown very much within the past four years 
too, and wu hope ib will continue prosper­
ing. —

o. B. Spohn.
The wholesale liquor and cigar trade of 

St. Thomas finds an able representative in 
the house and person of C. 15. Spohn, and 
we have collated an item or two bearing 
upon him and his business. Tho origin ~£

M

the house dates bock some seven or eight 
years, when it was established wider the 
auspices of the. firm of Spohn & Lind op, and 
that co-partnership continued until October 
1877, since when Mr. Spohn has been alone. 
His trade,as we have intimated,is at whole­
sale, being mainly confined to Elgin and the 
adjacent counties. Both imported and 
domestio liquors are handled—one can find 
in stock the best grades of old Scotch,Irish 
or Canadian whiskey ; the vineyards of 
Franco mul other countries supply pure 
wines and brandies, while the lovers of- 
“Old Tom” or “Holland” can find the juice 

of the juniper in packages to suit. In 
brief, the stock carried by the house is one 
in everyway worthy of it, and whether it 
be in wood or in bottles, whether wines, 
liqtirs or «vies are called for, Mr. Spohn’s 
facilities for filling orders arc of the best. 
A considerable—wo may say a great portion 
of the trade comes to the house ; when tra­
veling is resorted to Mr. Spohn takes to 
the road, and usually with tho most grati­
fying results. The cigar business of the 
liouse is very large also, and it, like the 
other departments of trade, is constantly 
growing. Last year’s business^was the best 
in tho history of the house-this year the 
trade has shown increase over that of last, 
and tho prospect is encouraging. Mr. 
Spohn is quite an old citizen of St. Thomas; 
lm has lived hero since 1853. then coming 
from Ancastcr. For thirteen years he was 
connected with the dry goods trade of town 
so that locally he is well-know n. His pres­
ent business, as, a distinctive one, has devel­
oped very largely, thanks to his own efforts, 
aud the future promises to bo equally pros- 
pérpus0
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