_ THE DAYS OF THE.
\ RED-RI%ER EART

Rev. John R.Matheson, Well Known
in Alberta, Tells of the Life of
the Old Timer.

Winnipeg, Oct. 28—Interest is never
lacking in the early history of the
west and with the growth of civiliza-
tion the desire to learn more and more
of the happenings when the west was
young becomes insatiating.

Modern inventions have so rapidly
driven out the customs of the pioneers
that there are a great many old-tim-
ers still ‘living in #he country who
were here when “Fort Garry was but
a little'village, hundréds of miles from
the nearest railway and the fur har-
vest was the great business that occu-
pied all attention. Red river carts in
summer were the only carriages in use
but travelling by horseback and on
snowshoes were the only means of get-
ting over the country.

It is hard to get the old timers to
tell of things as they were for the men
who lived the pioneer life are reticent.
One of the men who was born near
Fort Garry and who lived the strenu-
ous life of that day is Rev. J. R. Math-
eson, now an Anglican missionary at
Onion lake. A descendant of the Sel-
kirk settlers, his has been a checkered
career since the days of his boyhood
when he joined the -buffalo hunters
and for years lived on his horse.

y Scourinig the Plains
of Alberta between Calgary and Ed-
monton. Theére was éxcitement in the
life which had a lure for young men.
As buffalo hunter, scout for the mount-
ed police and guide for government
parties, miner, prospector, he roamed,
over and knew ever foot of the great
west from the great lakes to the Pa-
cific. * When sixteenn years ago next
St. Patrick’s day he was converted in
New Westminster and preached his
first evangelistic sermon, his whole
life was changed and from that time
onward his life has been devoted to
the cause of Christianity as a mission-
ary among the Indians and his labors
have béen blessed. He has followed
the teachings of the Bible as he says
himisel, “I believe in the old Book
from cover to cover.”

“Survival of the Fittest,

The greyheaded pioneer, large of
stature, shows in his rugged features
the tale of early days when the life,
devoid of luxuries,was one of the “sur-
vival of the fittest’”” and one who talks
with him can understand how his
wonderful = physique carried  him
through. He was born on his father’s
farm near the old Kildonan church,
60 years ago. His maternal grandfath-
er, John Pritchard, and his paternal
grandfather, Angus Matheson, were
two of -the original settlers brought
out by Lord Selkirk in 1811. The for-
mer was the only white ‘survivor of
the massacre of Seven Oaks. Angus
*Matheson, father of the subject of this
sketch, was born in Kildonan and died
there in 1864. Mrs. Matheson is stil]
living with her daughter at 252 Austin
gtreet, Winnipeg, at the age of 22
yvears., There were seven children in
the family of whom four are now liv-
ing. Mr. Matheson is a cousin of
higs Grace Archbishop Matheson.

In the days of the first Riel rebellion
“Jack” Matheson, as he was famili-
arly known by his friends on the
plains, was with Gabriel Dumont and
the buffalo hunters of Saskatchewan,
There were not more than a dozen
whiteé “freemen’ in the Edmonton
country in those days and the proud
frontiér city of today was them but a
collection of log shanties where the
great fur company did their business.
The tide of immigration had not them
set towards the prairie lands.

The young buffalo hunter had his
first chase -after the monarchs of the
plains forty years ago when less than
20 years of age. There were 407 rid-
ers who left Edmonton on that fall
morning very early but of all the num-
ber there was but one white person,
J. P. Matheson, He had been injured
a few days prior and was somewhat
frightened about taking part in the
¢hase, but his blood was stirred with
the prospect and he joined, Part of
the band of Indian and halfbreed
hunters had crossed the river- the
night before the start and some of
their horses were stolen by the Black-
feet Indians, but were recovered again
after a brush with the thieves in
which some of the culprits were kil-
led. The horses which were stolen
had been placed inside a ring made of
the ‘carts belonging to the party and
were thought to be secure.

y 10,000 Buffaloes.

Soon the hunters came upon the bui-
faloes in large numbers and the kill-
ing began for they were after their fall
supply of mieat and also wanted the
hides to bring to Winnipeg. for sale.
There were probably 10,000 that they
attacked. Mr. Matheson’s first hunt
was a most satisfactory one to him
as he shot three cows and a cali,
which was more than some of the
older members of the band secured.
Of ‘course the veteran hunters shot a
larger mumber, but the total kill on
that hunt was about 1,500 buiffaloes.
The buffalo hides were 'sold. to the
Hudson’s Bay company for from four
to ‘seven shilliings and an extraordin-
arily good skin sometimes brought as
high ‘as ten shillings. The meat was
céut in strips by the Indian women
and was dried’ for féod, being ground
and made into pemmiican, which kept
well and was the staple article of diet
sn those days: Bread was a rarity
and often for months during both sum-
mer and winter pemmican was the

food.
onghen the time came to trck to Win-
nipeg and dispose ‘of the hide and
pemmican harvest there would be up-
wards of 1,000 carts in the brigade
and they took a long time to mgke
the 800 milés to Fort-Garry, killing
their méat on the way. After so long
a time ;n the wilds of the west they
relaxed somewhat when they got to
civilization, for Fort Garry to fhem
was what a big city is {o the resident
of a small town in the country. Horse
races- were  often held, at Fort Garry
when the buffalo hunters were camp-
o “outside thé town for a few days and
usually the town was “painted red.”

Carried First GoverAnment Mail.

At the.time of the Fenian raid Mr.
Matheson was a scout for the mountéd
police: force in the west and he was
also the first man to get a government
mail contract for ecarryiing the mail
from Fort Garry to Fort Pelly, the
headquarters of the police in the west
at that time -was let during the first

winter that the police were out here

on duty, 1875. Matheson was then a
young man in the prime of life and
had the reputation of being one of the
best ‘““mushers,” as snowshoe travel-
lers were called, in the west. It was a
400-mile trip away to the northwest to
Fort Pelly, and the mail for the police
and for the Hudson’s Bay men was
carried. There were also at that time
gome surveyors for the C. P. R, in
that part of the country and their
mail was in the same contract. The
mail package was a good sized bundle
when it Wwas made up at Fort ‘Garry,
but as it was only carried in the ‘win-
ter during the first year it slipped
along easily over the snow on a sled
drawn by three or four dogs. Mr,
Matheson preferred a team of three
dogs as they were more easily man-
aged. His dogs, however, were the
very best available. No friend or com-
panion accompanied the mail driver
on those long trails through the snow
and cold, but he travelled alone but
for his canine friends. The route fol-
lowed in carrying the mail on ,that
first winter was northwestward by
Lake Manitoba and the chain of lakes
to Swan river, There were occasional
Indian encampments along the trail,
The lakes and Indians were very con-
venient as it was not necessary to
carry so much food for the dogs. Fish
could be caught in the lakes or pro-
cured from the Indians. At night,
when it was time to camp, a hole
was scraped in the snow and some
brush or-grass was opiled on the
ground upon which the blankets were
spread to make a bed. And a most
comfortable couch it made for those
hardy men accustomed to the nipping
atmosphere of a Manitoba winter, and
they look mot upon such things as
hardships. .In Winnipeg Mr. Mathe-
son’s headquarters was at the Gerald
hotel, the “Farmer’s Hcwe,” which
was . sitnated someéwhers ahout where
the Queens hotel is now located. Pem-
mican was the “staff of life”” on these
long tramps, but Mr. Matleson tt.m"
the precaution. to tak: along a few
luxuries in the way of a small auant
ity of flour, tea and sugar. When he
made camp and boiled the kettle, a
bannock  added to the regular fare was
a treat which appealed to him. Iut
pemmican was “what he trained on.”
Persons nowadays are teo ap: to Lo
of the opinion that snowshoe carrying
was a slow process, Dut it is but an-
other of the mistakes. As an instance
of what a man can do on a stunt Mr.
Matheson made the trip from Mani-
toba post to Winnipeg, a distance of
120 miles between six (,'(-lock_ one
morning and ten o’clock the follow-
ing nigi%. This was 28 hours and
would make less than five miles per
hour but time must be allowed for
sleeping and for eating, which will
show what _endurance the human
frame is capable of when In perfect
condition and exerted to its utmost.
Free Press in Early Days.

The next year the apail route was
extended to Edmonton and Hon. Jas.
Mackay got the contract.

Mr. Matheson, however, still con-
tinued to carry the mail sacks, though
he had then a trip of nearly 800 miles
to make. It was carried by horses and
cart in the summer months and by dog
train in the winter.. Many a copy of
the Manitoba Free P was carried
over the plains,in thcse days to ine
men who were is ted from their
homes and families. It was a dis-
tance of 5,000 miles that was covered
by the mail carrier during the sec-
ond year of the government mail sys-
tem in the west.

Colin H. Inkster, now. sheriff, once
made the trip on gnowshoes from
Prince Albert to Winnipeg with the
mail carrier, The sheriff was then a
boy of 17 years, but was an excep
ticuaily strong man physically and
good for a tramp of any distance on
snowshoes. / He happened to be. in
Prince Albert and wanted to come
home so travelled along with Mr.
Matheson.

Ran Faster Than a Horse.

One of the supreme tests of a man
in' those early days was a . footrace
and many a man showed his prowess
by making a race across country at
phenomenal speed. “Jack” Mathe-
son was a contestant who came off
with all the credit from a race from
the corner of Portage avenue and
Main street to Headingly against the
best horse in the settlement. The
manner in which the race came
about was somewhat peculiar. The
horse was owned by a cousin of Mr.
Matheson’s and he was driving to
Headingly, 14 miles, that night. Ma-
theson asked him for a “life” that
far and it was agreed that they should
drive out together. Matheson was at
the Gerald hotel, and when his cous-
in came along with another passenger
aboard. This led to some good-natur-
ed chaff and Mr. Matheson informed
his relative that “he could run to
Headingly faster than his old horse
could go.” Further talk led up to a
wager of £25 being put up. At this
moment “Jim”, Hill (mow J. J. Hill,
of the Great Northern railway) hap-
pened along on horseback. He was
then looking after ‘goods shipped to
Fort Garrv from the Twin Cities. Hill
inquired what all the discussion was
about on such a fine Sunday evening.
He was informed and the stakes were
placed in his -hands.- He at once gal-
loped off to Headingly to see the con-
testants come in and the race started
soon afterwards. The sky was over-
cast and looked threatening, but it
was hoped (by the driver of the
horse) that rain would not come, The
racers. pulled away té6 the westward
with the cheers of their friends be-
hind them. WMile after mile man and
horse " kept up a good speed and at
Sturgeon Creek they were abreast, the
driver evidently waiting till near the
eénd of the codrse when he would put
his man out of business with a spurt.
Alas, he counted without the elements,
Just as they reached Sturgeon Creek

.rain began to come down in torrents

as though a cloud had burst. This in-
terfered but little with the runner but
the horse could make but little head-
way in the Manitoba mud. The horse
was eompelled to go “into camp”’ and
Mr. Matheson romped into Headingly
and took the £25 note from the hands

of the futuré railroad king of the
continent. Though he won the race
the old veteran says a man cannot
run against a horse on a long distanee
and the rain was all that saved him
that 'day,

Good Deed . Repaid.

Such -were but a few of the inci-
dents which made up.the active life
of the buffalo hunter and as he him-
self says, “I have lived 150 years in
my short 60.” Since that memorable
day in New Westminster the life of
the buffalo hunter has been consecrat-
ed to the work of God. He went to
Onion Lake Indian. reserve there to
takg up the work of bringing the red
men to know their Creator and to live
up to His teachings. Some mission-
ary work had been carried on. there
prior. to Mr. Matheson’s arrival, but
he put new vigor into the work. There
are 900 Indians in the Onion Lake re-
serve and in the missionary’s congre-
gation are the remnant of Big Bear’s
band and some of the Stony Mountain
prisoners as well as some of Pound-
maker’s warriors, though the latter’s
reserve is eighty miles distant. The
Indians are all Crees, and the great
majority have embraced Christianity.

As a proof of the value .of a good
deed to future generations there are
in the Onion Lake reserve and at-
tending Mr, Matheson’s boarding
school a number of the great grand-
children of Cuthbert Grant. It is a
long look back to 1815 = when the
“Warden of the Plains’’ saved the
life of Mr. Matheson’s grandfather on
that fatal day at Seven Oaks. Angus
Matheson lay on the ground wound-
ed and his life would have been sud-
denly ended by the Indians, but
Grant called them off, saying the
slaughter had gone far enough. It is
interesting to note that now the de-
scendants of the famous leader of the
redmen dre being ministered to by the
grandson of the man whose life he
saved from the bloodthirsty .Indians
so long ago.

Missionary ‘Work among Indians.

In addition to the Anglican mission
at Onion Lake there is also a Roman
Catholic mission- with 11 nuns ‘as
teachers in the school. - In connection
with his work of preaching the gos-
pel, Mr. Matheson has organized ' a
boarding school for the Indian ¢hild-
ren and now has sixty-four pupils.
There is a-large residence, where the
children live, so that they are taken
care of all the time during their at-
tendance at the school. There are
four lady teachers besides thei'mis-
sionary and his wife. The children
are taught not only academic sub-
jects but also useful trades and they
assist in the building of the houses
that are ercted for the use of the
school and mission. The mission con-
sists of several large buildings in ad-
dition to the school and residence,
but the old residence has become too
small for the accommodation of the
rapidly growing number of pupils and
it has recently been converted into a
hospital, where the sick can be cared
for properly. The Indians have not
vet been gotten to take to the soil.
but all of them have from ten to fif
teen head of cattle, and by means of
hunting in winter and fishing during
the summer they make a comfortable
living. * The soil around Onion Lake
is not well suited to agriculture as
it is the bed of an old lake, and has
not the deep layer of humus whieh
makes the prairies so’fertile. There
1s a large garden at the mission and
nearly everything can be raised suc-
cessfully.

His Great Assistant.

When the mission work was first
taken up by Mr. Matheson at Onion
Lake, there was no medical doctor
near and it was then that his wife
showed the courage of the pioneer
women of the west, She left her chil-
dren at home and went to Toronto,
where she continued her studies until
she graduated as an M.D. She thep
returned to the mission, where her pro-
fessional" skill greatly enhanced@ her
work among. the natives.
ago she returned to Winnipeg - and
took a post graduate course at the
Manitoba Medical college. Medical
skill was badly needed at the mis-
sion. as the bodies as well as -the
minds of the redmen need healing.
Mr. Matheson gives all credit for the
work that has been done through him
as a missionary to the Supreme Being
who is directing him and the work.
He has spent all his life among the
Indians and hali-breeds, and is pecu-
liarly well adapted to the work which
he is mow pursuing with such suec-
cess.

Mr. Matheson’s fame as a guide was
pretty widely known, as is instanced
by the fact that when Lady Selkitk
and Lady Shrewsbury came over to
Canada at the time the Seven Oaks
monument was erected, about twenty
years ago, they were conducted by the
old time buffalo hunter. He was at
the coast, but was called to Montreal
and accompanied them clear across
the country and showed them the
great country for the supremacy of
which the rival fur companies  had
struggled in the early part of last
century.

Snowshoes Faster.

‘Mr. Matheson is at present in the
city visiting his mother and sister at
252 Austin street, as it is vacation
time at the school at Onion Lake. He
was in the city last March and ecame
down at the time of the snow block-
ade, and in speaking of that trip he
knew he could have made better time
on snow shoes as he. traveled in the
old days. Up at Onion Lake, there is
a government . telegraph wire, and
news- of the world reaches there early.
At the time of the Stanley cup hockey
matches at Ottawa Mr. Matheson sat
in the operator’s room and got thé
moves from the ice as—they were
made, He returns to his work in the
north next week.

STRATHCONA. DISCUSSES
ITS TRAMWAY FRANCHISE.

Large and Representative Meeting of
the - Ratenayers Present—Mayor
Griesbach Present, and Makes a

Plea for Co-operation By the Two
Cities.

Probably the most interesting mu-
nicipal meeting in_ the history of
Strathcona was held last might $h the
Stratheoha City Council chamber to
diseuss the street railway franchise
and other by-lawg to be submitted to
the ratepayers on Wednesday. The
hall had been filled with seats which,
however, did not afford sufficient ac-
commodation and many .were compel-

led to stand outside;

A few yearsy (On

Mayor Mills presided, and on his

right was Mayor Griesbach of Ed-
monton,"
The feature of the meeting was the
avowal of Mayor Mills that he would
support the street railway franchise
by-law. It was also supported in
strong ‘speeches by F. C. Jamieson,
solicitor for the company, and J. R.
Lavell, acting solicitor for the city,
while it was opposed by ex-Mayor
Sheppard, T. P. Malone, D. H. Mec-
Kinnon, Capt. Carstairs. and others.
The general sentiment of the meeting
seemed to be opposed to the granting
of the franchise, though all of the
speakers received attentive hearings
and warm applause.

Mayor Mills Explains By-Laws,

The chair was occupied by Mayor
Mills., In opening the meeting he ex.
pressed the regret of the council that
there was-not a larger hall to accom-
modate, the ratepayers. On Wednes-
day next, there was fo be an election
at which three by-laws were to be
submitted, The first was a money
by-law to raise  $96,000. Of this
$39,000, for waterworks and sewerage
construction, had already been voted
upon in 1905, but as it had been de-
cided . to change the sewerage con-
struction from local improvement to
general city assessment, this portion
was re-submiitted; $11,000 was to pay
the remainder of the Deitz and Main
contract, and $46,000 was for new ex-
tensions to fhe waterworks and sew-
erage. .

The second by-law was to authorize
the dividing of the city into wards.
In this conneetion the mayor, after
outlining the proposed divisions, said
the ward system might produce larger
attendance -and ¢loser serutiny oi the
work of the council by the different
wards.

The third by-law was the street rail-
way by-law.— This was outlined by
the mayor at considerable  length.
The feature that appfaled most to
himself and the council, he said, was
the radial feature of the franchise,
this making Btrathcona the centre of
a large outlying district. The coun-
cil desired -that the question be. left
entirely to”the ratepayers. In ex-
plaining why no penalty was exacted
for non-fulfillment of contract, he
said Strathcona owned no charter and
only granted a franchise, and he had
vet to learn of a municipa_hty grant
ing a franchise only, enacting a pen-
alty. y

D. H. McKinnon asked ii the by-
law and the agreement, as published,
had no discrepancies between them,
ind the Mayor replied that they had
not.

A. G. Baalim—“Do I uderstand you
to say that this company owns a
charter?”

The Mayor— ‘They own a charter,
but not a franchise.”

Mr. McKinnon=—Is it a perpetual
charter?”

F. €. Jamieson—“The charter was
sranted in 1904 and provides that
three miles must be constructed in
the city by two™years from the 8th
i next month. :The radial lines ¢ .
constructed within seven years of the
sranting of the charter cannot be con-
structed afterwards unless further
xtension is granted by the govern-
ment.” o ) o

Mr. Jamiesonyw in his positien as
ity selicitor, ga¥e some. further ex-
slanation on-the by-law granting the
$96,000. {

Resuming the discussion of the
‘rontage assessment of sewerage, Mr.
McKinnon argued that that system
should. econtinue until the work was
jone instead of reverting to general
agsessment. _ oz

The Mayor replied that/no injustice
was being done_ fo anyone as no work
had yet been constructed under this
4,\'slein. The. gewerage already con-
structed had been done on general as-
sessment, and the provision now was
that all extensions should be paid for
n the same way as the original sys-
tem,
the suggestion of Capt. Car-
stairg the by-laws were taken up one
by one for consideration.

The Money By-Law.

Mr. Campbell—* Why was the Deitz
& Main contract not completed?”

~Mr. Jamieson replied that Deitz &
Main’s contract was thrown up by
them, and the city was now finishing
it and a lawsuit was now on to see
where thev were at.

A. T. Mode endorsed the construec-
tion of the gewerage by the general
1ssessment system.

The Ward By-Law.

The Mavor faid one gentleman had
objected to the by-law, pointing out
that the city would likely grow south
and west, making those two .wards
larger, or if a mew ward, Ward 5,
might be in the opposite end of the
sity from Ward 1.

An elector—“Has a person a vote
in every ward in which he owns prop-
erty.”

The Mayor—“Yes, wherever he has
an assessment of over $200, but only
one vote for mayor. These wards
might be re-arranged by a new by-
law ag the -city grows.

A. H, Richards—"Is it mnecessary
for an alderman to live in the ward
in which he runs?”

The Mayor—Not necessary if he
owng property there, but his chance
of election would not be as good if
he did not live in the ward in which
he ran,”

The Street Railway By-Law.

The Mayer opened the -discussion
on this alldimportant question by
stating: “I may say that I intend to
vote for this- by-law, -and for that
matter for them all, if you want to
know where I stand. I think this
iranchise ig the best thing for the city
of Strathcona, and I don’t care how
it affects anyone else.”

J. H. McDonald asked for particu-
lars as to the:eharter and its provi-
sions, which were explained by Mr.
Jamieson.

D. H. McKinnon eriticized the char-
ter, which he_said in one part provid-
ed that the company would be dead
and in the other part alive. The
company -if thev did not do certain
work in a certain time would expire
with referencei 4o their radial lines,
but ‘would still be alive within the
city.

Mr. McKinnon said he had no in-
ntion of wvoting for this by-law.
Applause.) He had understood that
western cities were committed to mu-
nicipal dwnership. - A leading body
of capitalists in America had written
him some months ago asking him to
approach Edmonton and Strathcona
to seek a franchise, but he had re-
plied that such was useless, and he|

|

‘

had never dome go. It was only i
the past month or two that any cor
porations had approached these ecit
ies’ to secure franchises, These pri
vate companies should be watched
very closely. Only a short time. agc
Toronto had an agreement with ¢
private street railway company, and
thought it meant one thing, Mann &
Mackenzie, the owners of the franch
ise, said it meant something else, anc
after being carried to the.Privy Coun
cil, the people of Toronto found out
they did not knmow what they were
talking about.

Ex-Mayor Sheppard— “What guar
antee have we that this company wil
complete and put in operation at the
specified time, the preseribed portion
of the railway?”

Mr. Lavell replied that the guar
antee was contained in the first claus
—the company weuld lose their char
ter at the end of the time if the work
was not done,

Mr. Sheppard—“1.don’t see any
guarantee there at all,”

Mr. Lavell—“There is no guarantec
except a complete loss of franchise.’

Continuing, Mr. Lavell stated that
the franchise granted by the City o
Toronto had been the great bug-bea:
of all persons drawing up street rail
way franchises, and one which they
always avoided.

Mr. Blackwood—“Could an exten
sion be granted without another vot
of the ratepayers

Mr. Lavell—“I do not think such
could- be granted without a vote, . as
there is no provision in the agree-
ment.”

Mr, McLean—“I suppose there i
no provision to prevent the compan)
selling the charter?”

Mr. Lavell—“‘No, there is none. 1
tried to draw this agreement as if 1
were dealbng with individuals un
known, to me. Any member can sell
his shares to another person. W
can’t prevent that.”

Capt, Carstairs—“Shouldn’t that be
an additional argument for having a
penalty attached to the franchise. foi
non-fulfillment?” ]

Mr. Laveil, replying, said suel
might be so, but he and the counci
had watched more particularly the
parts giving ultimate profits to the
city. The council had urged that
their profits be on the gross, not the
net earninga. afser a certain number
of years. Xe also outlined at con
siderable length some of the question
that had come before the council in
considering the draft agreement. The
object had been to give as large as
possible municipal’ control over -a
railway under private ownership.

T. P. Malone enquired with refer-
encs to the fares and the mayor quot-
ed from the agreement in answer,

Mr. Malone argued in favor of one
company owning both lines or the
both municipalities forming one com-
pany, ior joint management.

The mayor said the city of Strath-
cona was not able to build at the
present time. The case put by Mr.
Malone was a hypothetical one, while
there was a more tangible one before
the people.

Mr. Sheppard and Mr. McKinnon
asked with referénee to other clauses
which were explained by Mr. Lavell,
but were discussed for some time by
both gentlemen.

Other questions were asked by W.
G. Congdon and Capt. Carstairs’ and
answered by Messrs.Lavell and Jamie-

on. With reférence to the apparent
delay in starting under the proposed
agreement, Mr. Jamieson said that it
was now almost winter and' in view of
the state of the machinery market the
date set down was .ae earliest pos-
sible one at which the company could
get to work. He had never heard of
a company making a deposit when
they only procured a franchise.
Edmonton’s Mayor Speaks.

Mayor Griesbach ,of Edmonton, .be-
ing called upon by a number of the
ratepayers, was introduced by Mayor
Mills, who referred to the delicacy of
his (Mayor Griesbach’s) position in
appearing at the present time before a
Strathcona audience,

Mayor Griesbach, upon taking the
floor, said his status as mayor of Ed-
monton had been removed by the re-
marks of the presiding officer, Mayo:
Mills. He, therefore, would speak as
W. A. Griesbach, barrister, on behalf

f a ratepayer of Strathcona, whoown-
ed large interests in the city, but was
unable to be present at the meeting.
To strengthen his position he present-
ed his credentials in the form of a
letter from Mr. McGrath, of McGrath,
Hart & Co., authorizing the mayor to
appear and speak for him as his (Mr,
McGrath’s) sentiments ‘“‘were those
as expressed by the mayor of Edmon-
ton in the press on this question.”
There has been rivalry between the
two cities in the past,the speaker said,
in commerce and in athletic sports
and he himself bore the scars which
he had received on the football field
from the muscular youth of Strath-
cona, but as these were healed so he
hoped all other ill feeling would be
healed. The question of the proposed
bylaw is not a local one, Edmonton is
also interested not from ulterior mo-
tives but for the common good of both
the cities. He quoted statements made
by the Strathcona local press which
he answered. The proposals made by
Edmonton, though they cannot be pre-
sented to the Strathcona council till
Tuesday night, are public ones, as
they have appeared in both the Ed-
monton and the Strathcoma press. The
Strathcena agreement is identical with
the Tretheway agreement, made with
Edmenton and dated March, 1904,
which he outlined, but without the
forfeitures. And this agreement made
with Strathcona had been made in the
light of Edmonton’s experience. The
latter had collected $10,000 for™ forfei-
ture while Strathcona would not get
a cent. . Strathcona is asked ‘to give
away her franchise for thirty years
and if the company do anything in
contradiction to the contract the only
remedy is to go to law, As an Ed-
monton commissioner he had - been
superintending the constructing of a
street railway and heé could say that
the $25.000 to be expended by the
Strathcona company would not go very
far—in fact, $100,000 was but a small
factor in building the railway. He
outlined the proposals of Edmonton,
which proposed that a spirit-of mutual
benefit mark the dealings of the two
municipalities. If Strathcona disposes
of the franchise all control is gone for
thirty years; if she keeps it now it
will grow more valuable yearly and a
mutual agreement can be reached Dbe-
tween l’.dmnn!un' and = Strathcona.

v
fwo franchises 'together are more |
raluable than either one singly. ;
At this juncture Mr. Mills arose |
nd asked, with some degree of irony, !
hat close attention be paid to the re- |
narks of the mayor of Edmonton—
1e begged his pardon—of the solicitor
f Mr. McGrath. One thing w ag cer-
iin, hewever, on election day Mr. Me- |
rath would_have to come over and
rote himself; ‘his solicitor could not
{o that.
Mayor Griesbach—“If Mr, Mills will
teep his seat while I have the floor
will look after the attention of the
wudience without his interference.”
Continuing, Mayor Griesbach refer-
ed to the growth of the two cities,
heé one automatic telephone service
or which they had made a mutual
igreement, for the interchange of
slectric power as had been done in the |
ast two years, all of these being ex-
unples of co-operation. The people of
idmonton .and Strathcona should
tand shoulder to shoulder and should
woid anything that would prevent |
heir union and the formation of one |
ireat metropolis on the banks of the
jaskatchewan. Vote down the bylaw,
oncluded $4we speaker, and thus keep |
ourselves free for co-operation and
or mutual benefit,

Mr. Jamieson Renlies.

Mr. Jamieson thought very many |
atepayers would be disappointed at
Tayor Griesbach’s remarks., Many
'xpected a definite proposition but
such had not been made.

Mayor Griesbach—“You did not give
ne—or the mayor didn’t—the status to |
leal with vou.”

Continuing, Mr. Jamieson said, if
he Strathcona company got the fran-
chise the president had stated that the
rompany would confer with a view to
ecuring an entry to Edmonton or the
iranchise of that city. No proposition
1ad been made by the Edmonton peo-
ole and even -should -they agree on
Tuesday night at the council meeting
he proposition would have to be sub-
nitted to the ratepayers there.

Other speakers wer¢ James Weir, J.
P. Malone, Mayor Mills, J. R. La-
vell and John Walter, president of the
rompany, who said the work would be
1t once proceeded with, if the charter
were granted, should the finances per-
nit.

It was a quarter after twelve before
he meeting broke up after one of the
most interesting discussions in Strath-
cona for a lon i

PRINCE ALBERT BOY DIES
FROM GUN WOUNDS.
Victim of Step-Father’'s Anger—Pre-
liminary Hearing of Charge of
Murder. |
Prince Albert, Sask., Octobe: ‘.39.—?
B. Johnston, > boy who was shot by
his step-father at his homestead on

| half running and
{ when I got there knocked the door in
and’ walked straight in.

1t was an accident.
[ the revolver

[ mother.

| me the gun, which was
{ baby in the ecradle, and Mr.
{ then went in and nursed the boy. I

the prairie not far from Prince Al-
bert on October 14th; died in the his-
pital last night, and G. R. Garrett.
who fired the fatal shot. is held on a
charge of murder. - The inquest open-
ed this morning before Coroner Dr.
Dayvid. The prisoner, Barrett, was

{ put in charge of the Mounted Police,
| but his wife, who witnessed the

shoot-
ing, was too sick 1o attend. The prin-
cipal witness heard this morning was
Blem Thompson, a teamster, who
was staying at a farm-house thre

miles away from Barrett’s on ]

night of the tragedy. “I was sleep-
ing in the kitchen,” he said, ‘*‘and
about half-past twelve I was roused
by a dog barking. Mrs. Barrett ran
in erying ‘Will you go and save  my
children: I replied “What is th
matter?” and she said, ‘My husband
is shooting them all down.” I dr

ed and gyent over to Barrett’s place,
half walking. and

The lm:; W
lying on the floor by the stove,
Barrett was kneeling beside him b
ing his arm, from which blood wa
flowing at two wounds. [ asked hin
if he had shot the bay, and he said
1 asked him fq
but he refused to give it
to me and asked me to fetch the boy’s
I took the prisoner’s team
and brought Mrs. Barrett back, but
she refused to go into the house until
I had secured the gun, saying she was

| afraid her husband would shoot her.

After some persuasions Barrett gave
under the
3arrett

sent my own team to Prince Albert
for the police and the doctor, and at
seven o’clock went on with Barrett’s
team, leaving neighbors, named Gra-
ham and Viggets. at the house.”

A new lease of Un.

derwear Comfort

A size to fit you perfectly.

A fabric to agree with your skin.

A weight to suit the season.

A price you are willing to pay.

Your money refunded on any garment trade-

marked with the Pen-Angle in red that is defective
in material or making.

no further questions about quality.
been the leading clothing house of
styles but not our reliability.

Hamilton, Oat.

See that your new suit bears this little stk label, and you need ask

For half a century we have
Canada. Fashion changes cur

W. E. SANFORD MARUFACTURING CO., LTD.

Winnipeg, Man. -

Once Used
Always Used
Because

The Best Dye

; Made in England
e but sold everyiviiere.

used.

gists and Dealers.
Book all'about it—free by addressing
FRANK L. BENEDICT & CO.. MONTREAL. 72
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For Dyeing Cottons, Wobollens, Silks,
Blouses, Shirt Waists, Dresses, Cur-
tains, Ribbous, etc. :

[iaypole Soap

It Washes and Dyes any coior.
Sold by leading Drug

S

Once used—always

SOBOSORAC B0GC S0 BOBOEC 80!

Sold by
Leading

Dealers

For outdoor work.

for every day wear,
for

walking and

driving. Elmira Felt
Shoes are the warm-
est, easiest, lightest
and most comfort-\
able of all footwear.

The trade mark, shown above,
is‘on the sole of every genuine
ElmiraFelt Shoe and Slipper.
Look for it whenever you buy.

<

GRAIN EXCHANGE,

GRAIN SHIPPERS

weights and grades, and
Gramn handled on commission, or will wire
net track offer, to any point when cars loaded.
Write for further particulars.

JAMES RICHARDSCN & SONS

Consign your grain to Fort William our
advice, and get highest prices, Government

prompt adjustments.

WINNIPEG, MAN.

EXPORTERS, TRACK BUYERS, AND CONIMISSION MERCHANTS
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"urday, October 12,

HAIL INSURA
M e0d, deput

Indemnity

plete

Exper
Clerieal
Examinat

Estimated
Crop
Acreage 1nsure

Approximate

Just
runs up ¢
from here t
given below
the =m

obstac
encounter are also given.

A rancher near Brool
of carloads of fat catt
decided to try the Chica
He communcated with
and asked fer cars, whig
pany absolutely guarantee
by October 8.  On that
rancher was ready, but he
the cars until October 2th
connect- with a full tria
from another station near

48 Hours Without H

At H).30 that morning
were loaded at Brooks.

a Wednesday. They
Moose Jaw at 11 a.m=-on F
ing, having taken over 4
make the trip of about
During that time, the cat
no feed. For two whole
starved- on the train, and f
unloaded at Moose Jaw an
A passenger train makes t
between Brooks and Moo
exactly 11 hours and five

From Moose Jaw to Port
five hour and forty minu
passenger train, the diz
made in 13 hours and 30
the cars were reloaded at
at 6.30 Friday evening
at Portal at 8 p.m.=on Satu

Went as Way Freig

All the way to Portal th
hitched on way {freight.
tween Swift Current
a distance of 111 miles.
side track was a _stop,
hours were lost in this wa
ing way freight and w
through trains to pass.

Of course, the rancher w
16 hurry through to Chic:
knew what price cattle we
on. the day he leit for his 1
was not sure how the pric
ing. He had already lost
day by the railroad not del
cars when promised, and e
delay was further detractin
value of the hungry cattle

Customs Troubles

At 8 o’clock on the even
the two
placed in the yards at Por
was no place to feed or w
There were stock yards, so
they were mnot capable
stock. Portal is a cust
and here the cattle had to
before they could be sent
cago. As stated before, it
on Saturday that the
Portal. The owner of t
unable to get them
until 9.15 on the foll
Then he préceeded on
riving there at 5 p.m.
and unloading to feed and

One Experience.

At Portal is the main -troy
a man shipping in trainload
experience. It is in tl
shipper must go before
customs officer there and m
invoice stating the price
cattle would bring per 1
home ranga. To this
affixes his signature.
go to the American custo]
and that man goes with
inspects the cattle.  The
S])t’\‘hwi t ) hich
rancher s
the track beside th
squint through the slats.
law in the States that if
per fre I
valuati
put on
shippei
the price |

passe|

logd wl
per by
parience.
$30 a
toms «
each.

fine and
'H"h“ M1
he found
over the
which «
animals
matter -up




