
l/
THE CONCEPT I

rsnoginsm

1 'I ,

L.

3§Z; I

1 A?

|
i

Italy.—A congress of the principal 
partisans of Piince Lucien Mnraj;, who 
aspires to the throne of Naples, is about 
to be held in Savoy. This intrigue is 
expected to end in failure. France is 
not likely to favour the prince’s claims.

The Baltic.—The cholera is at 
{Stockholm. From the 7th to the 1 7th 
just, there were 14 cases, of which 9 
proved fatal, The crops in the vicinity 
of Hamburg are suffering from the con
stant rains. A few days more unfayour* 
able weather would destroy a large 
amount of grain.

The Paris correspondent of the 
‘ Times,’ alluding to the affairs of Spain, 
says—? The path of reaction, which 
leads to virtual revolution, is now openly 
entered upon, and even if the present 
Government be resolved to follow it but 
up to a certain point, they will find 
others waiting to relieve them of their 
burden and pursue it,to the end. Spain 
is apparently on the eve, of again becom
ing the prey of unscrujft^ous adventurers. 
There are already symptoms of financial 
embarrassments.’

At Sunderland and Middlesborough 
the magistrates purpose introducing the 
stocks as a punishment for drunkenness.

THE CONCEPTION-BAY MAN. 

Harbour Grace, Wednesday, Sept. 24.

Thé multifarious acts of the last Sessio§
of the Legislature imperatively demand 
something like attention and acknow
ledgment at our hands ; but with every 
disposition to “ render unto Geser the 
things which are C sser’s,” we fail to 
discover that prodigious amount of talent 
and patriotism which our actors, Legis- 
latiye and Judicial, so modestly claim 
credit for.

In opening account with this joint 
concern, it is to be regretted that we 
capnot place to its full credit the 
stereotype acts of this, or the daguana- 
type acts of the neighbouring Colonies, 
something may be allowed at the closing 
of accounts for tl,p partial applicability 
of one or two of the latter description ; 
but with all due respect to our authorities 
yve opine that for originality of concept 
tion, or general suitableness of applica
tion, the country is not much indebted 
to its representatives, particularly when 
we take into account the amount ofpublic 
specie which has been subjected to 
the process ol self-appropriation by 
those patriotic worthies.

, Such acts also as the Education, Road, 
-Light-house, with several other important 
measures were mere’y a continuation 
(with scarcely an amendment) of the pro
duce of other men’s labour ;—indeed the 
great bulk of our recently passed acts 
iire merely re-ena'ctments of our own, or 
the translation and adaptation of others 
without the grace-of acknowledgement, 
which, however creditable to ttie taste 
and ingenuity of'our legislators, by no 
means come up to cyr standard of sound, 
practical, and necessary legislation.

It is not to be supposed that we can 
fully appreciate the merits of those 
acts or amendments which relate to our 
courts of law ; we have, however, beard 
a legal functionary express grave doubts 
as to the absolute necessary for the 
sweeping changes which (lave been 
effected in our highest legal tribunals ; 
and the public would have felt consider
ably more confidence in their propriety 
and suitableness if the reform had been 
suggested by the Chief Justice and 
we coippidp in opinion with those who 
assei^ (hat in matters of such grave im
portance such variations should not be rung 
at the dictum of a second or third-rate 
lawyer; had the amendments on the license 
•law been calculated to lessen the consump
tion of spirituous liquors and thus relieve 
the country of a burden which must 
ft}ways bear oppressively—to say nothing

of the moral debasement which it en
tails—then would we hail its adoption 
with satisfaction, as a benefit indeed ; 
but when no such object was contem
plated, and the change went simply to 
transfer the traffic from the wholesale 
dealers, who were perhaps the political 
opponents of the Minister,to the retailers 
who were generally his supporters, then 
are we justified in asserting that it was 
a piece of unnecessary legislation, and 
like the Jury Bill introduced, less from 
an expectation of public advantage, then 
from a desire to annoy political oppo
nents, and to secure the reciprocal sup
port of men who may berinfluenced by 
such an unworthy consideration.

The Free Trade Act was, we be
lieve, an honest attempt to benefit the 
country, but like many other honest 
attempts the benefits have not yet be
come yet y apparent ; so long as the 
circumstance^ of the fishermen require 
supplies to be atkanced by the 
Merchant, so long must the advantages 
of Free Trade be circumscribed in 
their effect, and remain questionable with 
regard to those who most require the 
benefit of their full operation.

Tzk tenth literary periodical has been 
started in the Capital. We have received 
and filed the first number of The Telegiaph, 
which in an artistic point of view, is a fair 
specimen of what good taste with good type 
can accomplish , it abounds with foreign 
news and well selected miscellaneous mat
ter ; its avowed principles ore good, and 
will, we doubt nor. be well sustained ; but 
we could have wished the first Editorial to 
unmisiakeably evince a repugnance to the 
present political aspect of affiairs-/-prudence 
is a good thing, and so is politeness—but 
we could never approve of that Fteehman’s 
fastidiousness who might have saved 
another from drowning, but restrained the 
impulse because he bad not been previously 
introduced. In short, '.he time has arrived 
in Newfoundland, when her sons should 
“not hint, hut speak out;” and from Mr. 
Burton’s local standing and experience, 
we think the Telegraph should at once take 
up position and fall into line with other 
“ Leviathens afloatthose “ bulwarks on the 
brine" of politics. For ourself, we are con
tent with Gun Boat duty, armed with no 
heavier ordnance than the sealing gun, and 
impelled by no other power than the might 
which has too long slumbered iu the fisher
man's arm ;—we endavour to perform the 
duty of guarding our district from piratical 
privateers and political smugglers; but the 
Telegraph to be true to his cognomen, must, 
at least, keep pace with the Times, stimu
late the Post, outstrip the Courier and the 
Express, indissolutely unite the Patriot and 
the Newfoundlander, correct and balance the 
Ledger, give ample employment to the 
Reporter. electrify the Conception-Bay Man, 
and boldly display at the main the Charter 
of equal rights for our psendo-Liberals, 
mock-Solons, and anti-Responsibles, to 
Gaze at.

From the “ Daily Post,” with which 
we have been considerately obliged, we 
extract the following appropriate speech
es and remarks, delivered at an enter
tainment on board the “ Khersonese,” 
when about leaving Liverpool : —
THE KHERSONESE.—STEAM TO 

PORTLAND.

On Saturday afterubon this* fine screw 
steamer took her departure for Newfound
land, Halifax, and Portland, with a full 
complement of passengers and a valuable 
cargo.

A large number of ladies and gentlemen, 
inclnding the friends of the passengers and 
the owners of the Khersonese, sat down to 
a splendid entertainment, laid out in the 
grand saloon of the ship.

After partaking of the good things so li
berally provided, Mr. James Johnson, one 
of the owners of the ship, being called upon, 
briefly drew attention to the great importance 
of steam communication between Great Bri-

{

tain and Newfoundland, in addition to the 
advantage of getting their goods out in a 
much shorter space of time than by sailing 
ships-; and those persons visiting this coun
try would be able to do so by direct com
munication. The submarine telegraph, now 
about being completed, would make direct 
steam communication almost an absolute 
necessity. The Khersonese, the pioneer of 
this line, he knew to be a good ship ; and 
he wished those friends with whom they 
were so soon to part a speedy and pleasant 
voyage.

Mr. Munn, of Newfoundland, in respond
ing to the good wishes of Mr» Johnson, 
thanked him for the manner in which he,had 
adverted to the importance of Newfoundland 
as the nearest, and by no means the most 
unimportant, link that united the island of 
his adoption to Euiope ; begged to say that 
he not only felt most keenly the necessity 
for such a line being started, but that be and 
those interested in the prosperity of New
foundland would unite in giving it- the sup
port necessary to insure its present and 
continuous success ; and he trusted that 
those gentlemen connected with the enter
prise would give it a fair trial.

> Mr. Wier (of the firm of Messrs. Wier, 
Cochran and Co , managers of the enterprise 
in connection with Mrs. Charles R. Taylor 
and son, of Liverpool, and Thos. H. 
Brooking and sÇo., of London, and other 
gentlemen), being called upon, said, he was 
much gratified with the sentimeuis that had 
fallen from so; highly respectable a gentle
man as the last speaker ; and he was pleased 
to have the promised support of one having 
so large au interest in tlje trade of New
foundland, and rne who appeared to ap
preciate the benefits rf diiect g'.eam com
munication. He was pleased to see so large 
a number of the gentlemen of Newfoundland 
taking passage in the Khersonese ; and, as 
he was an active manager in organising the 
company, perhaps it might he expected that 
he would briefly detail some of the ad
vantages that this company would have. 
First, in regard to Portland, he was pleased 
to have it to say, that arrangements had 
been completed with the Grand Trnnk Rail
way Company (who own two miles < f deep 
water frontage there), granting us free 
dockage, wharfage, storage, coal depot, and 
other privileges of great advantage. The 
Portland merchants being alive to the ad
vantages of direct steam communication with 
England, so soon as the enterprise was sug
gested, at once called a public meeting, at 
which seven of the leading and influential 
gentlemen of Portland were appointed a 
committee, to raise capital, correspond with 

tihe promoters of thç^enterprise in England, 
and forward the interests of ihe companv. 
M r. VVier, after detailing other advantages, 
by making Portland the terrain us, adverted 
to the advantage of making Halifax a port 
of call, | And to show the interest that the 
merchants of Halifax take in this Jine.be 
had received last mail a written,8greement, 
entered into between forty-five of^the largest 
importers, and Messrs. B, Wier And Co., of 
Halifax, to support this line of steamers, at 
the rate of freight and passage put forward 
in the advertisement. Perhaps it was not 
generally known in this country, that the 
government of Nova Scotia had undertaken 
to construct railroads, to connect with some 
of the other provinces. The line of rail
way from Halifax to Windsor, at the head 
of the Bay of Fundy, will be completed in 
June, 1857; passengers could then be 
conveyed from Halifax to St. John, N.B.. 
in about eight hours. Another line of rail
way is also in course of construction, which 
will bring Prince Edward’s Island within a 
few hours of the fine harbour of Halifax, 
open all the year. He thought it reason
able to expect that aid from the government ! 
of Nova Scotia would be granted to this 
company, as it would be held as good 
policy to stimulate a compaby in its infancy, 
that w'ould bring goods and passenger 
traffic tn the lines of railway, from the traffic 
of which a portion of the revenue of the 
province would be derived. In making 
Newfoundland a port of call, he might be 
allowed to sây, that as a Nova Scotian he 
could perhaps appreciate, better than a 
person born in this country, the desire so 
long manifested in Newfoundland for direct 
steam communication with England ; be 
could say for himself: to the highly respect
able gentlemen of Newfoundland then

present — and he was sure he could soy on 
behalf of those gentlemen associated with 
him in this country—that their delire was 
to give Newfoundland direct steam com
munication ; in proof of which he had, as 
well as several gentlemen in England and 
America, at considerable j econiary respon
sibility, resolved upon opening ar d pushing 
forward the line, and be was pleased to say 
they had not been deceived, as wts 
abundantly proved by the handsome patron
age cx?end< d to this, the fiist boat, in her 
present va’uable cargo, and large passenger 
list, for the several ports ; but be must beg 
to say, through them, to the people of New
foundland, that, with oil the freight and 
passenger traffic, a direct line of steamers 
would open up, and an effort should nç^v be 
made to induce the legislature ol Newfound
land to grant a veiy much larger subsidy 
than had hitherto been offered. Newfound
land would do well to follow the good policy 
of Canada in this respect, and he felt assut- 
ed that she would now act promptly, and 
not neglect the efforts made for her interests. 
Capital, to cany out the enterprise, had 
been liberally cffeied in America and this 
country ; but he considered unity of purpose 
of the people of the different ports of more 
importance to insure its success. For that, 
be and his friends had been labouring, and 
with pleasing results. He wished to say a 
few words as to (be speed of the boats 
intended for the line. It is well understood 
that great speed and large carrying capacity 
on the tonnage could r.ot be combined in 
the same ship ; and he hoped Newfoundland 
would be satisfied with boots making the 
passage in ten days outward, and eight da) s 
homeward ; he considered that such a lino 
of steamers was wanted, and would be found 
eminently useful ; and from the yearly 
increase, and her requirements, tuch a line 
could not be considered antagonistic to any 
existing steam interests. Powerful paddie- 
steamers, making rapid passages, as ex
perience daily proves, will always command 
a certain class of passengeis, to whom speed 
is more on object than an expensive pas
sage. Having spent some twenty years in 
the Colonies in active business, he spoke 
from personal experience, when be said that 
this fine of steamers would meet the wonts 
of an important trade. He was also veiy* 

'much pleased to have it in his power to say, 
(bat he had been met with the best wishesf 
of nearly all with whom this enterprise had 
brought him in contact, mote especiallyV 

! was he bound tb speak in the highest tèi ms 
of the present owners of the Khersonese,

|then present ; Messrs. James Johnson and 
James Alexander, (who also having a 

) practical knowledge of the requirements of 
the trade, from a previous tesidence in the 
Colonies), had cordially, and without regard 
to expense, endeavoured to meet his views, 
in putting the Khersonese in the very 
efficient condition she now presented ; and 
he trusted, with the experience of Captain 
Powell, the commander of the ship, and his 
gentlemanly bearing, that the voyage would 
not only be a sjjfe one, but be as agreeable 
as it was possible to make it.

Mr. Brown, from Newfoundland, ta;d 
they bad the inclination and the ability to 
support a line of steameis to St. John’s, 
(aud proceeded somewhat humorously to 
prove) that they had been slighted hitherto; 
they were now determihed to show to the 
world^hat they were worthy of consideration; 
and whether individually, or through the 
legislature, they would assert their rights 
to a line. As to himself, he bad waited 
three weeks to take passage by the 
Khersonese.

The Hon. Mr. Fox, M.P. P., of New
foundland, in proposing the health of the 
owners ol the Khersonese, in forcible terms 
endorsed the sentiments of his Newfound', 
land friends, in their anxiety to support a 
line of steamers, and their determination to 
use every exertion to accomplish this object.

Mr. Alexander, one of the owners of the> 
Khersonese, replied briefly, to* the effect, 
that if the efforts (which he did not doubt) 
of the Newfoundland speakers, equalled 
their eloquence, and the Halifax and Port
land people equally responded, the steamers 
would certainly be maintained on the line, 
to the advantage of those ports and the 
profits of the company.

The speeches and toasts were now inter- 
îupted by the report that the steamer was 
rapidly going out to sea, and it was time
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