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an alarming rate. It was
_____ the express and the snpwelide..
Thw last car had just got by a steep 
point when the elide struck the rails, 
not ten feet behind. An enormous 
ffWMw of snow and ice tangled to with 
frees Is enmeshed with buried rails 
to a depth of twenty feet The pas
sengers. according to private despat
ches received by Vancouver friends^ 
declare that it was, the most thrilling 

they ever experienced. The 
tod» U. now stalled at Field awaiting 
the clearing of the line before proceed
ing to the-coast The slide which they
___ is. being dug out and the line
at that point ta expected to be open 
late **»** afternoon.
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HOMESTEADS 
TAKEN AWAY

Peter Veregin Complains of 
the Treatment Given the 
Doukhobor.

Peter Veregin, leader of the Douk- 
hobors at Veregin, Sask., who is Win
nipeg with a committee of his fellow 
colonists tor the purpose of purchas
ing implements, dry goods and other 
requirements for the community, was 
interviewed at the Mariaggi hotel x>n 
Monday. . ~

Mr. Veregin does not speak English, 
but with the assistance of an inter
preter he gave a number of Interest
ing details to a Free Press reporter.

"Our purchases,” he said, “will total 
in value between *35,000 and *40,000, 
equally divided almost between Imple
ments from the manufacturers and ln 
dry goods.

“Last year our crop would total 
about 1,000,000 bushels, wheat and 
barley about one-third and the balance

n
y

a- oats.
id “We would have done much better 
in had we been allowed to retain our 
it land as was at first arranged when we 

settled in the country, but of the 2,000 
homesteads we were to have for our 
community, 1,500 have been taken 

>t- away from us, notwithstanding the 
>r, fact that we had cultivated a good 
at portion of the land. Although we were 

deprived of these 1,500 homesteads, 
the *10 we paid for each homestead 

In- entry fee was withheld, a total of *15,- 
hr 000. The government has apparently 
|ie changed the regulations since we 

We were guaranteed that

LS

came out. 
we could live as a community to vil- 

but this stipulation has

is.
Aie

noti lages,
| j been allowed, and because we refused 
ldi-1 to separate, the land, much of which 
ph- We had cultivated, has been taken 
Ind from us and given to other parties who 
60,- in their turn, have offered It back to 
27,- us for sale at *10 per acre. We have 

in already spent *160,000 in repurchas
ing this land from those who appro
priated It after we had improved it. 

Bol- it would cost us at the rate we are 
be- asked to pay now *2,400,000 to recover 
ped the whole, that is 1,500 homesteads of 
|urt i60 acres each at *10 per acre.

“The whole trouble seems to be that 
:he we would ot take the oath as Is re

quired by the Canadla law, but that Is 
against our religious principles. We 

ree don't believe in oaths, as Christ’s 
th- teachings are against the principle, 

a vve are a community and every per
is equal, our shepherds, our far- 

workers in mills; we believe

1er

;nt son
in mers, our

that, kings, noblemen and peasantry 
all equal and we gfive no special 

privileges in our colony, and 2,500 of 
these are old enough and to every 
way qualified to work and take up each 

quarter section of 160 acres, but we 
cannot conform with the requirements 
which are against Christ s teaching. 
We intend to continue the cultivation 
of the land we have and under favor- 

should have even

;ed
are

led
of
id-
a

mi-
ie

ith-
able conditions we 
a larger crop than we raised last year. 
If the land we think we are entitled 
to had not been taken from us, we 

could have raised 5,000,000

ran-
Ot

■OBI think we
inti- bushels of grain Instead of what we 
ling bave under the restricted conditions.” 

“Some of your colony are leaving to 
,n settle in British Columbia?” remark-

ia-

ed the reporter.
“Yes, we have there what promises 

to be 10,000 acres of good fruit land 
and I think about half of our people 
will move to that province, leaving 
the others to look after the present 
colony. We were poor people when we 

to Canada, but now we have 
flour mills, our saw mills, our

isi-
tov-

it of 
lake

to
con-
ice.”

came
our
brick yards, our farm buildings, thresh
ing engines and other farming machin- 

We have forty villages and one

thç
the
im- ery.

flour mill to each village, so that lt 
is not necessary for the farmer to take

umb-

his grain too far.”
con- 

pedal 
in .by Will be Guest of King 

London, Feb. 20—Theodore Roose
velt is expected to arrive here May 9. 
Already Ambassador Rçld is rejecting 
invitations for him, many of them from 
persons seeking to advertise 
selves. - ml:

Col. Roosevelt has expressed to Mr. 
Reid his wish to have as quiet a time 

possible, but he will have difficulty 
In achieving It, to rhe has been be
spoken already for every breakfast, 
luncheon, dinner and supper, he will 
take while in London. Besides, he is 
pledged to as many public appearances 

he can make between times.
It is certain that Col. Roosevelt will 

be King Edwad’s guest,, either at 
Buckingham Palace or Windsor. It is 
considered the greater compliment to 
be Invited to Windsor, 
be Ambassador Reid’s guest at Dor
chester house. It is probable that he 
and Hermit will pass a week end at 
Wrest Park, the Reid’s country resi
dence, and meet a party of distinguish
ed men there.

Mr. Reid is busy arranging for Col. 
Roosevelt’s reception but propably the 
ambassador will be able to spend a 
fortnight at the Villa Michal, Cannes. 
His wife and Mr. and Mrs. John Ward 
and their baby go tnere next week.

The Duchess of Marlborough will 
probably give a party at Sunderland 

for Mr. Roosevelt Besides, he 
has promised to visit William North- 

MacMillan, whose guest he was In

the
iven :
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Such are the arrangements made 
know Col.tentatively. Those who 

Roosevelt say 
such social lionizing. Very likely the 
crisis in politics will be at hand when 
he reaches here, and that may be more 
interesting to a man like him than be
ing made the centre of a frivolous
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