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FORTY SEVENTH YEAR

ALLIES

Germany

PRESENT OFFERS FORESHADOW
DESPERATE PEACE OFF

Germany Seeks to
Buy Belgian
Neutrality

AN OFFER MADE

The Central Powers
Doomed to
Failure

By Courier Leased Wire.

New York, Sept. 16.—The As-
sociated Press this morning is-
sues the following:

“While Austria was preparing
her note to the belligerent na-
tions, proposing that they meet
in formal discussion of peace
terms in a neutral country, Ger-
many was making ready to
make another offer of separate
peace to Belgium. It is an-
nounced that the Belgian gov-

SERBIANS LAUNCH
DRIVE IN SALONIKI

By Courier Leased Wire.
Washington, Sept. 16. -—— Bul-
letin—Launching of an offensive
against the Bulgarians on the Sa-
loniki by the re-organized Serbian
army, in co-operation with the.
French forces, and the capture of
three strongly fortified Bulgarian
positions is announced in an ofj;
ficial Serbian communication re-
ceived here today from Saloniki.

The positions taken are Tek
. Vetrenik, Dobropolie and ‘the
Mountain Sokol, which the Bul-
gars held for 18 months, and were
regarded as the strongest places.
Starting yesterday after artillery
prepiiration, the Serbians and the
French moved forward, reached
their objectives and were still go=

ing strong when today’s dispatch
was filed, -

BRITISH ADVANCE LINE
ON ARRAS-CAMBRAIROAD

Establish Posts in Vicinity of Sauchy and Oppy—Suc-
cessful Operation Results in Advance Astride
Ypres-Comines Canal

By Courier Leased Wire

London, Sept. 16 .—Britlish troops
last night advanced their line north
of the Arras-Cambrai road, establish-
ing posts in the vicinity of Sauchy-
Cauchy and Oppy, according to to-
day’s report from Field Marshal Haig

On the Flanders front, the British
pushed ahead lin a' successful minor
operation astride the Ypres-Comines
canal, on a front of more than two

ot Lpasbhes-beerr ~approgehed | tittes

with a proposal that if she will

remain neutral during the re-
mainder of the war, Germany is
ready to withdraw to the fron-
tiers that were violated in Au-
gust, 1914,

“It is affirmed from Berlin
that the Austrian government
acted on its own initiative in!
sending out its peace proposals,
but the offer of Germany to Bel-
gium points te what may be said
to be more than a coincidence,
and probably a4 “desperate
‘peace offensive d8 now well un-
der way,”

If official sentiment is reflacted by
newspaper comment at the Entente
capitals, the efforts of the Central
Powers to redch a peace by negotia-
tions are doomed  to failure. In |
London’ and Pards the offer of Aus-
tria was very coldly received, whl]e
at Washington ‘it is pointed out tha
the United States will not entertain
any peace tentatives that ecan, at
best, bring about only a temporary
respite  from Hostilitles and will
leave Germany and Ahstria free to

break the peace of the world at any
future date.

Even in the ((erman press there
feems to be little hope that the Al-
lies will agres to meet representa-
tives of the Central Powers. The
newspapers of Berlin poifit out that
similar stehs hy Germany and Aus-
tria have failed in the past and that
while the people will no doubt be
hovefnl for a eessation of the strus-
¥le. there jg little prospdct of its
early terminatioft.

German Press Donlit tul.

Amsterdam, Rop, 14 ,—The peaca
initintiveg ;qhonld havé heen left *n
'he I'ntente Allics, areordine to The
Taccs Zejtnne of Nerlin, which com-
mente nn the Ausirian ndace note.

“Thea fate of all nfeyinne annonwm.
fements ae tn rondinece for peace
‘nd a enngllinftory spi’’t An the part
of the Cerntral Powets dops not on-
fomrage wreat hopes that thig offor
Will  meet. with = «rénter sueccess.”
the newspapér savs. **1+ mnst nat-
nirallv encounter great skepticism on
onr nay{ .,

‘“After mr ovneriences hitherto
with  peace pronosals,”  sayvs The
Tokal Anzelger. ““we ecannot help
fee lmg thoroughly skeptical.”

WEATHER BULLFTIN

Toronto, Sept.
16. — Showers
have occurred in
Ontario and Que-
bec, while in
th‘e West the
weather has
been fair ‘and
cool.

‘Forecasts.

Moderate

rortherly winds,
cloudy and cool, _
light rains to-
night and part
of Tuesday,

The text of the statement reads:

“During the night we ecarried out
a successful minor operation astride
the Ypres-Comines canal, on a front
of over two miles, capturing a num-
ber of prisoners and machine guns.
‘ ‘On the battle front encounters

with hostile raiding parties. and pa-
trols thayve taken place in the neigh-
borhood of Moeuvres and near
Gavrelle. We have established new
posts in the vicinity of Sauchy-Cau-
chy and Oppy.”

The Situation @

Along thé battle line, the British
are creeping nearer the Hindenburg
line-in Picardy. Maissem§, morthwest
of St. Quentin-has Wken from

the Germans, wheé’ were also forced|

out of Holnoi wood, further south.
The German retirement in the
Flanders area is still going on, the
British pressing closely on the heels
of the enemy as ‘he extricates .his
forces from the perilous salient into

which he rushed last Apnil

LABOR'S WAR 15

WITH GERMAN

GOVERNMENT, AND NOT PEOPLE

Attitude Taken in

1914 Reaffirmed by

Executive of Canadian Trades and

Labor Council in
This Week -

By Courier Leased Wire
Quebee, Sept. 16.—The report of

the Executive Council of the Trades
and Labor Congress of Canada, which
opened its annual convention here
this morning announces that viewing
the situation from both industrial
and political aspects, tha organized
labor movement has. every reason to

be proud since the last sonvention.
The report points out that the some-
what astonishing decline in the mem-
bership of trades and labor organiza-
tions during 1915 and 1916 afforded
cause for anxiety, but the turning of
the tide during 1917 and 1918 had
more than compensated for the
strenuous efforts to prevent a
further slump in membership. At
the close of 1917 .the membership
for all classes of trades unions was
240,630, comprised in 1974 branch
unions, a total increase for the year
of 44, 223 in membership and 132, in
local unions During the year 1917
there were 4,839 trades unionists en-
listed for active service. With 'the
enforcement of conseription, the
total of unionists with the army rose
to 32,000.

The report states that the large
in¢rease in the membership of the

unions has given added virility to the

movement for increased wages to
meet the increased cost of living.
Through the industrial disputes in-
vestigations act many disputes had
been settled in the interests of the
workers without resort to strikes
and while strikes had bLeen neces-
sary in some' cases in proportiou to
the number of demands for higher
wages, the industrial dlsturbances
had been few.

Political Field.

In the political field, the report
continues, considerable progress has
been made, both in the recognition
of the organized labor movément by
the Goverment and in the organiza-
tion of the Independent Labor Party
in the different provinces: Prior to
"the general election; it is contended
in the report, the congress had every
réagon o protest against the action

Session at Quebec

of the Government in ignoring the
demands of labor ané unlike the
Governments of other Allied coun-
tries, no action had been taken to co-
operats with the labor movement in
the prosecution of many of the essen-
tial policies of the war,
entry of the Union Government into
power there was an immediate
change in the policy and the repre-
sentatives of organized labor were
invited to Ottawa to confer with the
members of the war council and the
cabinet with reference io such im-
poriant questjons as to the conscrip-
tion of labor for firm and industrial
purposes, national registratien, the
enforcement of the Militurv Service
Act and other vital questions. 7There
was also a noticeable chanve in the
attitude ‘of the Imparial 'Muonitions
Board towards the labor crganiza-
tions and the friction whirh wasg so
evident during 1917 has almost ‘dis-
appeared. Dealing With the nend
for 'a thorongh organization. tha re-
port says, that there are onl- 409%
women in thie ranks of the nuni-nists,
However, in the machino and iextile
industries immnortant - progress. has
been made. - The enfranchisement of
women has made it all the more
important that women should be

politically.

In regard to the war the exe-
cutive council states its attitude
is the same as it was in 1914,
when it was announced ' that
“our. quarrel is with autoa'acy ;
and not with democracy, hence
our quarrel is with the German
Government and not with the

German
Nuionumsm RAILWAY.

The report also touches on , gov-
ernment ownership of railroads, ap-
proving of 'the acquisition of the
C.N.R. and the G.T.P. dlltatinl
that the comgress cannot be satis-
fied until the CPR is included in the
railways under government control,

tion of ownership and control of air-

craft, regrets that the- government
Continued 6n Page Four

-

‘Court Martial
on Local Farmer;

9| George Henry Var ,Con-|

He was well_known here.

With the.

organized industrially as - well. as-

demands  from ithe government a
declaration of a policy on the. ques- |

scientious Objector, On
Trial at Niagara

By Oburier Leased Wire.

Niagara Camp, Sept. 16.—Geo.
Henry Vanloon, a young farmer
whose home is near Brantford,
was fried by a general courtmar-
tial here today for having refus-

* ed to put on a uniform. He said
he was a Baptist, and because he
had been born into the family of
God he refused to take any part
‘whatsoever in the war.

Vanloon admitted having recew-
ed notice on May 9 to report, but
he had not done so, and was ap-
prehended by the Dominion Po-
lice on September 6.

SERGT TOMAOWELL
- HARRY TURNER

Ptg. Percy .Mead Repo'rted

N ACTFON

Slemin dended

OTHER CASUAL S
KILLED IN At'nox»j

Sergt. T. Howell i
Serigt. Thomas Howell, of this city,
has been_ killed in action according
to a message recelived here by his
wife, Mi;, Thos. Howell,' 17 Walter
street, tLils morning. Sergt. Howell
was  sengt.-major /in the 125th bat-
talion, and reverted to the rank of"
sergt. in. order to go to France with
the 54th battalion. - He was formerly
a sergeant in . the +38th ~ Dufferin
Rifles, and was employed at the Ver-
ity Plow Co. for over five yvears. He
leaves to mourn his loss a wife and
two small ehildren.
Pte. Harry Turner
The saw news was received this
morning by Mrs. J. Crowlev, 247
Marlborough St.. that Harry Turner,
late of Brantford, was killed in action
on Aug. 30th. The family, now resid-
ing at 328 Dundas street, Woodstock,
will -have the sympathy of many
Brantford friends in their bereave-
ment. Turner was a single man, and
went as stretcher-bearer from Wood-
stock with a battalion from London.

PTE. PERCY MEAD.

Another well known Brantford
athlete beieved to have made the su-
preme sacrifice is Pte. Mead, late of
the 125th Battalion, who has been
missing since August 30, according
10 official word received by his wife,
Mrs. \Mead, 48 Colborne street. Pte.
Mead was 'well known in local hockey ¢
circles, being. goal tender for the
first professional team in the city.
He was born and raised in Brantford
prior to énlistment. In April, 1917
he was wounded, and only returned
to the trenches @ short time - ago.
His wife will have the sympathy of
many friends in the ' uncertainty
surrounding Pte. Mead’'s -fate. A
brother of Mrs. Mead’s 'was killed in
November last, and another brother,
John Hubert, récently met Pte. Mead
in the trenches.

LIEUT. CLIFF SLEMIN.

Chief of Police Slemin this morn-
ing received word that his youngest
son, Lieut. Charles Clifford Slemim
had been admitted to the 3rd Gener-
al Hospital at Letreport, suffering
from slight gunzko. wriand in the
right heel. Lieut. Blemdn was  at-
tached to the 125ith Battalon and
wag the first officer of that unit tto
go to Franée.  He was formerly com-
pany commander cf the B.C.L. cadets,
and prominent in athletic circles at |
the Collegiate .Imstitute. - His bro-
ther, Duff, vﬂ twonnded -a lnbnth
ago. s o o
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On the above Map the Shaded Area is an Estimaté of the Alhed Gains osg
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region is suggested by the docation of the battle front. The line of cross-’
es indicates the fortified line on which the remhant of thé Germians i

the sahent are expected to retire.

By Courier Leased Wire

Plym'cuth, Sunday, Sept. 15—
Heart-rending scenes were wiitnessed
here when hundreds of survivors of
the torpedoed steamer, Galway Cas-
tle, were landed at 7 o’clock Thurs-
day morning. The .passengers were
mostly women and children, and it
is ‘believcd tha't whole fammes have
been lost, -

Among the survivors were. little
tots-scarcely able to walk, crying in
vain for their pax-ent Parents were
searching in all diredtions for news
of ‘their children, and women were
seeking vainly for their 1lost hus~
‘bands. 4

It mattered not that worm, dry
clothing was distributed tn take the

jace of the geantv attire the surviv-

snatched .as thev left “the ship.
‘Their one thought vs to & news of
relatives dnd friends: -

There seems no reason to doubt
out the slightest warning, The ex-
plosion occurred between the engine
room and the stekehold, a fact which
is taken to rule out any possibility
that the ship-struck a mine. The ex-
plosion. caused comparatively little
noise, but caused the ship to bueki
in a most extraordinary manner. Shz
was injured- at the extreme bottom,
and was bent and torn clear to the
upper deck, and seemed likely to
break in two at any moment,

In spite of the extent of the dam-
afe dohe to the Galway e, some
of the eraw declared that 1

va~ael humning heavily against the

Contlnued on Page Six =

Promxse Gwen Btg

- Works on Saturday— Visit. to Port'

Deputatton b_y Hon.'
F. B. Cafve“, Minister of, Pub lic|s

a Memorable Day

“There are times in lhe life
of a man when he must ' think
and act individually, That time
is now.”

“I disavow in the most cm-
phatic  manrner that it was not
necessary tlut these gentlemen
should go tc England.” (refer-
ing to visit of the Premier aml ¥

ves.
S “I :unre on, 7't the (lraml
. Trunk ' does Dot . become - the
E prm of . the" Govmmut.

will. We have the

ml we wm use it.” .

"!*h‘v‘p ‘been impressed Wlth: S

mlﬂdﬁuwoﬂtet
l‘elnll’ ﬂnbbéammtm l(%

once.
“i !me ufceided m hqud tms

an old one whic¢h they are eager tc
see re.created.
To the efforts of business men of

ern: railway, no less than te the resi-
dents of the port, muht go the credit

jof hrmgmg to tho mtenﬂon

governmel nt - the
.pr«;:émontn to

that the vessel was torpedoed with- |’

|the faintest s

e impact | IT
was hordly ereater than that of the | T

reida of a quay. The inrush of water |’ ‘
‘was tremendoul. One engineer was |
swept into the tunnel of the engine

connecting tewns -and villages on
the line of the Lake Erie and North- |

Austria 15 Seen as

‘the Catspaw of
Germany

TEUTON TRICK

Offer to Belgium
a Shameless

Insult

By Courier Leased Wire.
London, Sept. 15.—Austria’s

invitation to the belligerents to

meet in informal peace discus-

sions is given a warm receptlon
by the London morning newspa-
pers. The warmth, however, is
not that of -cordi hty, but of in=
dignant repudiation. The note
is seen by commentators as 4
German trick by which Austria
is made the catspaw in an en-

. bggvor to cﬁn.. tim to. mble

P ey of pe

mlregarded as a shame ess
sult

- “The Austnan note does not
bring real peace any meérer,”
says The Express. ‘“Prelimin-
ary conditions to peace . have
been stated over and over again
by the Allies, and there is not
uggestion that the
Central Powers will.; to
anyone of these con 4
"l‘hey ‘who drew the sword\

scheme sml part of therB

* {preserving the powr,nt tho] Hol

zollerns.’”

After referring to the sinking
the Hner Galwa tgx:i:

5 a:

dmmu ,mdch a!one mr.e‘ ﬁm

‘poseible.” AN 2
. “Our peace tel‘ms h;tc m

clear ” says The Post..

many and_ her dmh

to accept them, tlley mllet"




