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Germany Makes Proposal of Separate Peace to Belgium
PRESENT OFFERS FORESHADOW 

DESPERATE FtACE OFFENSIVE
INDIGNANT REPUDIATION, IS 

KEYNOTE OF LONDON COMMENT
Court Martial 
on Local Farmer

(

George Henry Vanloon, Con­
scientious Objector, On 

Trial at Niagara
By Cburier Leased Wire.

Niagara Camp, Sept. 16.—Geo. 
Henry Vanloon, a young farmer 
whose home is near Brantford, 
was tried by a general courtmar- 
tial here today for having refus- 

' ed to put on a uniform. He said 
he was a Baptist, and because he 
had been born into the family of 
God he refused to take any part 
whatsoever in the war.

Vanloon admitted having receiv­
ed notice on May 9 to report, btit 
he had not done so, and was ap­
prehended by the Dominion Po­
lice on September 6.
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Austria is Seen asGermany Seeks to 
Buy Belgian 

Neutrality
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the Catspaw of 
Germany
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> "HAudlOMomBy Courier Leased Wire.
Washington, Sept. 16. — Bul­

letin.—Launching of an offensive 
against the Bulgarians on the Sa- 
loniki by the re-organized Serbian 
army, in co-operation with the. 
French forces, and the capture of 
three strongly fortified Bulgarian 
positions is announced in an of* 
ficial Serbian communication re­
ceived here today from Saloniki.

The positions taken arc Tek 
. Vetrenik, Dobropolie and the 

Mountain Sokol, which the Bul- 
gars held for 18 months, and were 
regarded as the strongest places. 
Starting yesterday after artillery 
preparation, the Serbians and the 
French moved forward, reached 
their objectives and were still go­
ing strong when today’s dispatch 
was filed.
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Offer to Belgium 
a Shameless

The Central Powers 
Doomed to 

Failure
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MM EliBy Courier Leased Wire-
New York, Sept. 16.—The As­

sociated Press this morning is­
sues the following:

“While Austria was preparing 
her note to the belligerent na­
tions, proposing that they meet 
in formal discussion of peace 
terms in a neutral country, Ger­
many was making ready to 
make' another offer of separate 
peace to Belgium. It is an­
nounced that the Belgian gov- 
ei tawwt haa—been --approached*' 
with a proposal that if she will 
remain neutral during the re­
mainder of the war, Germany is 
ready to withdraw to the fron­
tiers that were violated in Au­
gust, 1914.

“It is affirmed from Berlin 
that the Austrian government 
acted on its own initiative in 
sending out its peace proposals, 
but the offer of Germany to Bel­
gium points to what may be said 
to be more than a coincidence, 
and probably a desperate 
‘peace offensive’ is now well un­
der way.”

If official sentiment is reflected by 
newspaper comment at the Entente 
capitals, the efforts of the Central 
Powers to reach a peace by negotia­
tions are doomed to failure. In 
London and Paris tl»e offer of Aus­
tria was very coldly received, while 
at Washington It is pointed out that 
the United States will not entertain 
any peace tentatives that 
best, bring about only 
respite from hostilltil 
leave Germany and Ahstria free to 
break the peace of the world at any 
future date.

By Courier Leased Wire.
London, Sept. 15.—Austria’s 

invitation to the belligerents to 
meet in informal peace discus­
sions is given a warm reception 
by the London morning newspa­
pers. The warmth, however, is 
not that of -cordiality, but of ins 
dignant repudiation. The note 
is seen by commentators as à 
German trick by which Austria 
is made the catspaw in an en­
deavor to gain tints to enable 
the German high 
reorganize lta.aha 
The-offer of peace to ^elgitim 
is regarded as a shameless in­
sult.-

“The Austrian note does not 
bring real peace any nearer," 
says The Express. “Prelimin­
ary conditions to peace have 
been stated over and over again 
by the Allies, and there to not 
the faintest suggestion that the 
Central Powers will agree to 
anyone of these conditions. 
They who drew the sword are 
scheming to save themsdlves 
froirç perishing by the sword* 
The disingenuousness of the 
note betrays that it was written 
in Wilhelmstrasse, Berlin.”

On *e above Map the Shaded Area is an Estimate of the Allied Gains 
Thursday. The seriousness of the- position of the Germans in St. Mihiel 
region is suggested by the location of the battle front. The line of cross­
es indicates the fortified line on which the rendrai* of the Germans ill 
the salient are expected to retire.

Establish Posts in Vicinity of £auchy and Oppy—Suc­
cessful Operation Results in Advance Astride 

Ypres-Comines Canal
Pte. Percy Mead Reported 

Missing — jU* Cliff 
Slemin Wounded . * ;

other ‘casualties I BABES AND WOMEN ARE
sr1—CT SURVIVORS OF GALWAY

MISSING __________________ __

ttsÆLm: <®>K(in wiLMAMS. Slightest Warning
Sergt. T. HoweU

Sergt. Thomas Howell, of this city' 
has been killed in action according 
to a message recelived here by his 
wife, M:u. Thos. Howell, 17 Walter 
street, thi's morning. Sergt. Howell 
was sengt.-major in the 125th bat­
talion, and reverted to the rank of 
sergt. in order to go to France with 
the 54th battalion. He was formerly 
a sergeant in the > 3 8th Dufferin 
Rifles, and was employed at the Ver­
ity Plow Co. for over five years. He 
leaves to mourn his loss a wife and 
two small children.

Pte. Harry Turner
The saw news was received this 

morning by Mrs. J. Crowley, 247 
Marlborough St., that Harry Turner, 
late of Brantford, was killed In action 
on Aug. 20th. The family, now resid­
ing at 328 Dundas street, Woodstock, 
will have the sympathy of many 
Brantford friends in their bereave­
ment . Turner was a single man, and 
went as stretcher-bearer from Wood- 
stock with a battalion from London.
He was well known here.

PTE.*>ERCY MEAD.
Another well 'known Brantford 

ethlete beieved to have made the su­
preme sacrifice Is Pte. Mead, late of 
the 125th Battalion, who has been 
missing since August 30, according 
-to official word received 'by his wife,
Mrs. \Mead, 48 Colborne street. Pte.
Mead was well known In local hockey 
circles, being -goal tender for the 
first professional team in the city.
He was bom and raised In Brantford 
prior to enlistment. In April, 1017, 
he was wounded, and only returned 
to the trenches a short time ago.
Hie wife will have the sympathy of 
many friends In the uncertainty 
surrounding Pte. Mead’s fate. A 
brother of Mrs. Mead’s was killed In 
November last, and another brother,
John Hubert, recently met Pte. Mead 
in the trenches.

LIEUT. CLIFF SLEMIN.
Chief of Police Slemin this morn­

ing received word that his youngest 
son, Lieut. Charles Clifford Slemtn 
had been admitted to the 3rd Gener­
al Hospital at Letreport, suffering 
from slight gunahc\ wfind in the 
right heel. Lieut. Slemin was at­
tached to the 125th Battalion and 
was the first officer of that unit tto 
go to France. He was formerly com­
pany commander cf the B.C.I. cadets, 
and prominent In athletic circles at 
the Collegiate Institute. His bro­
ther, Duff, was wounded a month 
ago.

By Courier Leased Wire
London, Sept. 16.—British troops 

last night advanced their line north 
of the Arras-Cambrai road, establish­
ing posts in the vicinity of Sauchy- 
Cauchy and Oppy, according to to­
day’s report from Field Marshal Haig 

On the Flanders front, the British 
pushed ahead in a successful minor 
operation astride the Ypres-Oomines 
canal, on a front of more than two' 
ttfiles.

The text of the statement reads: 
“During the night we carried out 

à successful minor operation astride 
the Ypres-Comines canal, on a front 
of over two miles, capturing a num­
ber of prisoners and machine guns.
* ‘On the battle front encounters

With hostile raiding parties and pa­
trols have taken place in the neigh­
borhood of Moeuvres and near 
Gavrelle. We have established new 
poets in the vicinity of Sauchy-Cau- 
chy and Oppy.”

- . , The Situation »
Along thé battle line, the British 

are creeping nearer the Hindenburg 
Mne-ln Picardy. Maissemÿ, northwest 
of St. Quentin .has been taken from 
the Germans, who were also forced 
out of Holnon wood, further south.

The German retirement In the 
Flanders area Is still going on. the 
British pressing closely on the heels 
of the enemy as he extricates his 
forces from the perilous salient into 
which he rushed last Aprih

PTE. PEHCV
tO ■—
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By Com-ier Leased Wire There seem® no reason to doubt
tt P5m<0U^» Sunday, Sept. 15.— that the vessel was torpedoed wiith- 
H*art-rend«ng sdenes were witnessed out the slightest warning The ex- 
here wihen hundreds of survivors of plosion occurred between the engine 
the torpedoed steamer, Galway Cas- room and the stokehold, a fact wbidh 
tie, were landed at 7 o’clock Thurs- is taken to rule out any possibility 
day morning. The passengers were that the ship struck a mine. The ex- 
mostly women and children, end it I plosion caused comparatively little 
is believed that whole families have noise, but caused the ship to buckle 
been lost. in a most extraordinary manner. She

Among the survivors were little was injured at the extreme bottom, 
tots scarcely able to Walk, crying in and was bent and torn dear to the 
vain for their parent^ Parents were upper /deck, and seemed likely to 
searching in all direAlons for news break in two at any moment, 
of -their children, and Women were In spite of the extent of the dam­
seeking vainly for thoir lost hus~ arc done to the Galway Castle, some 
bands. of the crew declared' that the impact

It mattered not that warm, dry was hrrdlr greater than that of the 
clothing was distributed tn take the -fo—;q\ hnmning heavily against the 
Place of the scanty attire the snrviv- ride of a quay. The inrush of water 
drs snatched as -they left, the ship. - was tromendoufe. One engineer was 
Their one thought v"ifl to g"t news of swept into the tunnel of the engine 
relatives and friends. .. Continued on Page Six
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LABOR’S WAR IS EH GERMAN 
GOVERNMENT, AND E PEEE

Attitude Taken in 1914 Reaffirmed by 
Executive of Canadian Trades and 
Labor Council in Session at Quebec 
This Week’

Relative to the offer of peaçe to 
Belgium, The Express says: _

“This is another Brest-Litovak 
scheme and part of the siaimd plan for 
preserving the power of the Hohen- 
zollems.”

After referring to the sinking of 
tile liner Gâlwaÿ Castle as a coinci­
dence to the' offer pf peace, the new», 
paper says:

“The Allied peoples will not 
shake hands. They will not be friends 
nor1 will they agree to any hole in the 
negotiations. Democracy 'is new at 
the helm of the world’s — affaire. 
Militarism is tottering and if the 
German people desire to save them­
selves from falling with It, they 
must insist on the preliminary con­
ditions which alone make useful talk 
possible.’’

“Our peace terms have been made 
clear,’’ says The Post. “When Ger­
many and her dependents are ready

an old one which they are eager to 1°. acce£î,Eh®m-the? M us know.
S66 re-created. There will l^e no abatement to thfcin.

To the efforts of business men of Germany must be beaten and must 
connecting towns and villa gee on Jeeoenze to beaten. Until then 
the line of the Lake Erie and North- 7ier suggestions for peace conferences 
era railway, no less than to the resl- *-° be regarded any more
dents of the port, must go the credit t-,nT^the crackling of thorns under a 
of bringing to the attention of the poL ’ n
government the crying neeiV of Ini- T°e nacifist Daily News Is the sole 
provements to Port Dover Harbor. exception to the prevalent tone Of 

From as far north as Elmira tWe comment. Anticipating a gen- 
which at present lias no direct com- eraü rejection of t^n Austrian pro- 
municatlon. anil continuing along to Foes Is. It says that res-nohSlMe, 
Waterloo, Kitchener. Preston, Hespe. “oher-mlnded men should,
1er. Galt, Paris. Brantford, 'Water- ’osa, face the proposals 
ford and Slmcixi, all have taken The paner argues that discussions 
part in the agitation, which has been n"ns*; occur sooner or later as apre- 
puslied since the advent of the new llmfnarv to peace and slave: 
radial lino Into Dover. “There is no solid ground rnion

Following a meeting at the Port which statesmen Nneerelv zealous — • 
last summer of representative* from for peace can Instifv the re 
the Boards r.f Trade from the .var- the Austrian proposals. I 
lous municipalities. It waa decided would not Involve an i 
to send a delegation to Ottawa to ’t'bore would he no queetio: 
press the mutter, and to call the at- Allies compromising fun 
tention of the Minister of Public prlncinles. Against the ir 
Works to the Imperative needs of 'remote nrosmec 
this section of tho province. What mleht- lénVe Gen 
was needed, It was pointed out was might have a v 
a deepening cf tbè harbor, and per- in the esse of T 
niauent docks built, so that ferries even Austria. The A Hie 
could cross the lake carrying coal npsesnilable moral case h 
and other freights. thing to gain mad
- The delegation received a sympa- discussion.”
thettc hearing from the MlnfsW, impudent sham ” Is The
who assured them he would, at the Mari’s editorial head over Its com- 
flvvt oppoitunity visit Port Dovei ment^ on the note, which.il r„«, 
and inspect conditions. Mr Carvel? ** “Another form of an old Germé# ' 
was as good as hl« word and on ad trick ” . 1
vice from Mm that he would inspect German Emneror to a ven-
the port on Sept 14th . notice war WËE,* wh0se voice we tnav hear' “ 

(Continued on Page Elgfht.) CoMMu^

El ON PORI EER EK 
TO BE COMMENCER THIS EKcan, at 

a temporary 
ee and will

By Courier Leased Wire
Quebec, Sept. 16.—The report of 

the Executive Council of the Trades 
and Labor Congreas of Canada, which 
opened Its annual convention here 

'this morning announces that viewing 
the situation from both industrial 
and political aspects, the organized 
labor movement has- every reason to 
be proud since the last convention. 
The report points out that the some­
what astonishing decline in the mem­
bership of trades and labor organiza­
tions during 1915 and 1916 afforded 
cause for anxiety, but the turning of 
the tide during 1917 and 1918 had 

than compensated for the 
strenuous efforts to prevent a 
further slump in membership, 
the close of 1917 the membership 
for all classes of trades unions was 
240,630, comprised in 1974 branch 
unions, a total Increase for the year 
of 44,223 in membership and 132, In 
local unions. During the year 1917 
there were 4,839 trades unionists en­
listed for active service. With the 
enforcement of conscription, the 
total of unionists with the army rose 
to 32,000.

The report states that the large 
Increase in the membership of the 
unions has given added virility to the 
movement for Increased wages to 
meet the increased cost of living. 
Through the industrial disputes in­
vestigations act many dispute® had 
been settled In the Interests of the 
workers without resort to strikes 
and while strikes had been neces­
sary In some casés In proportion to 
the number of demands for higher 

,n wages, the industrial disturbances 
had been few.

of the Government In Ignoring the 
demands of labor and unlike the 
Governments of other Allied coun­
tries, no action had been taken to co­
operate with the labor movement In 
the prosecution of many of the essen­
tial policies of the war. With the 
entry of the Union Government Into 
power there wias an Immediate 
change in the policy and the repre­
sentatives of organized labor were 
Jnvited to Ottawa to confer with the 
members of the war council and the 
cabinet with reference to such im­
portant questions as to the conscrip­
tion of labor for farm ami industrial 
purposes, national registration, the 
enforcement of the Military Service 
Act and other vital question-;. There 
was also a noticeable change in the 
attitude of the Imperial Munitions 
Board towards the labor organiza­
tions afid the friction which was f-o 
evident during 1917 has almost dis­
appeared. Dealing Vrlth the ne^d 
for a thorough organization re­
port says, that there are onl • 4 ons 
women in the ranks of the nui'-riFt’. 
However, in the machine and textile 
industries Important progrecs- has 
been made. The enfranchisement of 
women has made It all the more 
Important that women should be 
organized Industrially as well as 
politically.

In regard to the war the exe­
cutive council states its attitude 
Is the same as it was in 1914, 
when it was announced that 
“our quarrel Is with autocracy 
and not with democracy, hence 
our quarrel is with the German 
Government and not with the 
German people.”

NATIONALIZED RAILWAY.
The report also touches on > gov­

ernment ownership of railroads, ap­
proving of the acquisition of, the 
C.N.R. and the G.T.P. and stating 
that the congress cannot be eatis- 
fied until the GFR is included in the 
railways under government control, 
demands from the government a 
declaration of a policy on the ques­
tion of ownership and control of air­
craft, regrets that the government 

Continued 6n Page Four

Promise Given Big Deputation by Hon. 
F. B., Carvell, Minister of, Public 
Works on Saturday—Visit to Port 
a Memorable Day

Even in the German 
feems to be little hope that the Al­
lies will agree to meet representa­
tives of the Central Powers, 
newspapers of Berlin poitlt out that 
similar steps by Germany and Aus­
tria have failed in the past and that 
while the people will no doubt be 
hopeful for a causation of the strug­
gle there is Httle prospect of its 
early termination.

German Press Doubtful.
Amsterdam, Sep. 16.—-The peace 

initiatives should bar A been left to 
the Urdente Allhs. ncrordK" to The 
T-tvec Zeitimg of Berlin, which rom- 

nn t)ie Auslrlah ndace note.
"The fare of all nrcvloits announ­

cements as te ruiiirinese for peace 
rml a cenei|i:1torv sph't on the part 
Of t|,P Central Powers does not en- 
0,1,11age great hopes that this offer 

meet, with greater success.” 
the newspaper says, “it must nat- 
urallv encounter great skepticism on 
our narl.

“After ,vir o-uerienees hitherto 
with peace proposals,” savs The 
Tokal Anzeleer. “we rennet help 
feeling thoroughly skeptical.”

press there

The

“There arc times in the life 
of a man when he must think 
and act individually. Tliut time 
Is now.”

“X disavow in llic most em­
phatic manner that it was not 
necessary that these gentlemen 
should go to England.” (reler- 
ing to visit of the Premier anti 
Colleagues.)

“I assure ynn.Tf the Grand 
Trunk dites not become the 
property of the Government, 
the harbor will. We have the 
power and we will use it."

“I have been Impressed with 
the conditions, and the work or 
repair will be commenced at 
once.”

“1 have decided to hand this 
work next week to some compe­
tent firm, and that goes."

“I have formed conclusions 
which I will endeavor to carry 
out.”

“My colleagues ami I under­
stand that "wheels ami keels" 
are- necessary before yon eu» dp 
business."

more
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PTE. GORDON O’HERON.
‘Mr. and Mrs. Bert O’Heron, 142 

last night received 
eon Pte. Gordon

"William str 
word (that 
O’Heron wai admitted ou Sept. 3rd 
to the 2'6th General Hospittal at 
Staples, wounded In the Jaw. 
O’Heron vent overseas with the 
21'5th Battalion, which he Joined at 
the age of 17 years after undergoing 
an operation to become physically 
fit. He was a former student of the 
B.C.I. and at the time of Ms en­
listment was employed at the Wat­
son Manufacturing company. A 
brother, -Leo, is also In 'France, 
where he has seen ’27 motiths’ ser­
vice, and the father was recently dis­
charged after going overseas with 
the 125'th Battalion. Two weeks ago 
Mrs. O’Heron received1 word that her 
■brother, Pte. E. C. Luscombe had 
been wounded. ; Another brother, 

Continue don Page Five
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WEATHER BULLETIN
Toronto, Sept. 

16. — Showers
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have occurred in 
Ontario and Que­
bec, while 
the West the 
weather

that dtocu

ent result ' 
Igaria and 
i with an 
ive every- 

ig to lose by

f
has

been fair and 
cool.

Political Field.
In the political field, the report 

continues, considerable progress has 
been made, both In the recognition 
of the organized labor movement by 
the Goverment and in the organiza­
tion of thelndependent Labor Party 

cloudy and cool,, in the different provinces. Prior to 
light rains to- the general election, It Is contended 
night and part In the report, the congress had every 
of Tuesday, reason to protest against the action

Saturday was a red lei ter day m 
Port Dover. So much so that the 
Older inhabitants— those whose meia 

ifs carry them back to the days 
when the port was a hive of industiy. 
could vision again a harbor filled 
with freight carrying boats, 
streets lined with teams carrying 
freight.

, To the younger generation tho 
story of former days at ihe port is

;or
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