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The battle of Aisne already has been merged into the battle
of the Somme and the battle of the Lys, and if the long left
tentacle of the Allies continues to stretch out in its present
direction the finale of the titanic struggle may be fought out
on the banks of the Scheldt, and may decide the fate of the
beleaguered fortress of Antwerp, now a prey to German
howitzers and air craft.

Whether or not the garrison of Antwerp will be able to
stand its ground until the fate of the attempt to relieve the
fortress is decided, it is impossible to foretell, as the situa-
tion is liable to'change vitally with each round of the Ger-
man 16-inch siege guns.

While some pictures of the bombardmeént of Antwerp
may have been overdrawn, it is nevertheless fully confirmed
that the damage done by the incendiary shells and bombs
showering upon the citadel from the German howitzers and
air craft is extensive.

The aerial raid on Dusseldorf, presumably by British
airmen, is confirmed by the German official communique,
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ARDUND ARRAS

[By Special Wire to the Courier]

LONDON, Oct g—The Times’
Boulogne correspondent, who
has been on the scene, . relates
some phases of the fighting on
the French left wing.

The correspondent says that
he went unsuspecting to Arras on
September I13. The battle of
Arras began October 1, and the
whole region became a veirtable
inferno.  All around was an urn-
ceasing hail of shells and shrap-
nel, violence, destruction and
death.

“On the previous Thursday,” |

the correspondent continues, “the
allies were battering at the gates
of Cambrai. On Friday the en-

! emy developed a vigorous coun-
* ter attack from Valenciennes on

Lens and from Cambrai and Bo-
paume on the allies position south
and east of Arras, :

“On Saturday the enemy great-

' ly reinforced. attacked with great

violence all along the line, The

* allies were compelled to fall back

fighting

from Lens and Douai,
The en-

stubbornly ‘the while.

| emy occupied Bethune and sent

troops into Lille, firing from
windows as they went.

“When I left Arras the enemy’s
shells were bursting within three
kilometers of the town. I since
have heard that shells fell in the
town and that three streets were

set on fire. The enemy did not

enter £rras. They swept around
it. They cut a ling betwen
Arras and St Pol, seeking to
effect a junction with their Be-
thune force.

“They came into contact with
strong French reinforcements
and were driven back in the south.
In the north they retired to La-
basses, with their right wing
resting on Lile. The tide of
the battle has been stemmed per-
haps has turned in favor of the
allies.

“This battle of the north de-
veloped with amazing suddenness
as may be gathered from ihe
diary of my experiences.”

The diary describes - the begin-
ning of the battle on October 1,
and goes on to say:

“As darkness fell the tired,
blood stained soldiers began
streaming into Arras and -for
hours the air resounded with the
din they. made. Throughout
the night the boom of guns could
be heard in the distance from
the east ‘and southeast.

“The next morning opened
quiet in town, but the roar of
guns was_still heard and appar-
ently as the day advanced the
sound was coming nearer, but the
citizens showed a stout heart and

vm(-Contir;J;d on P;kz; Four:)_

[By Special Wire to the Courier]

LONDON, Oct. g—A despatch
to the Chronicle from Rocendaal,
Holland, dated Thursday evening
says:

“Severe fighting is proceeding
outside of Antwerp. k am jnform-
ed that shrapnel struck the Aras-
mus 'hospital in Fontaine street,
breaking many windows. In Turn-
hout, and its vicinity many houses
have been destroyed.

“Jt is reported here that the

. | + Even Hospitals
Are Under Fire

Germans have been compelled to
retreat for a short distance.

“A number of Ursuline nuns
have arrived at Breda, Holland,
from Londerzeel, near Malines,
wehere their convent was destroy-
cd by the German fire, although
they were nursing there, it is
said, hundreds of wounded. The
wounded were courageously re-
gcued by Belgian soldiers, who
dashed through the flames to get
them out.”

British Bureau To-day

[By ' Speciail Wire te the Courler]
LONDON, Oct. - —The official
press bureau to-day gives an eye-
witness’ narrative of operations in
France, supplementing that -of
October 3. It follows:
“Wednesday, the .30th. of Sep-
tember, merely marked another
day’s progress in the gradual de-
velopment. of the situation, and
was - distingnished by no activity
beyond - slight attacks by the
enemy. There was -also artiilery
‘fire at intervals. One of our air-
men succeeded in dropping nine
bombs, some of which fell on the
enemy'’s rolling stock, collected
on the raiiway near Laone. Some
of the enemy’s front trenches
were found empty at night, but
nothing ‘much- can be deduct-
ed from this fact, for they are fre-
quently evacuated in wiis way, no
doubt to prevent the men in the
back lines from firing on their
comtades in front of them.
“Thursday, October 1st, was a
most perfect Autumn day, and the

most peaceful since the two forces

became engaged on the Aisne.
There was only desultory gun fire
as targets offered.  During ‘the
night the enemy made a few new
trenches, and a French aviator
dropped one bomb on the railway
station and three bombs on the
trogIPs massed . near it.

“The weather on Friday, the
2nd, was very misty in the early
hours, and it continued hazy un-
til two in the afternoon, becoming
thicker again at night. The Ger-
mans were driven out of a miil,
which they had occupied as an ad-
vanced post, their guns and ma-
chine guns, which supported it,
being knocked out one by one, by
well directed artillery fire from a
flank. During the night they made
the usual two attacks on the cus-
tomary spot in our lines, and as
on previous occasions were re-
pulsed. Two of their trenches
were_captured and filled in. Our
lose was six men wounded.

“Up to the: 21st- Septemoer, the
air mileage made by our airmen
since the beginning of the ;war
amounted to 87,000 miles, an aver-
age of 2,000 miles per day, the to-
tal nearly equalling four times
the circuit of the world. The total
time spent in the air was 1,400
Hours.

“There are many points con-
nected: with the fighting methods
of either side that may be of in-
terest. The following description
was given by a battalion com-
mander who has been at the front
since the commencement of hos-
tilities, and has fought both in
the open and behind entrench-

. merfts. It must, however, be borne

in mind. that it only represents

the particular unit. It deals wl:?

the tactics of the enemy’s i
fantry:

“w

Tiae important points to watch
are the heads of valieys and ra-
vin.s and woods, especially thos:
on the sides of hollow ground,
and all dead ground to the front
and flank. The German officers
are skitled in leading troops under
cover in closed bodies, but once
the latter are deployed, and their
is no longer the direct personal
leadership, the men will not face
heavy fire. Sométimes the advance
is made in a series of lines with
the men well opened out at inter-
vals of five or six paces; at others
it is made in lines with the men
almost shoulder to shoulder. But
it is followed in all cases by sup-
ports in close formation. The lat-
ter either waver when the front
line is checked, or crowd on to it
in moving forward under the or-
ders of their officers, and the mass
forms a magniticent target.

“‘Prisoners have described the
fire of our troops as pinning them
to the ground, and this is cer-
tainly borne out by their actions.

“ ‘thn the Germans are not
heavily entrenched no great losses
are incurred in advancing against
them by methods in which the
British army has been instructed.
For instance, in one attack over
fairly open ground against about
an equal force of infantry shelter-
ed in a sunken road and in dit-
ches, we lost only ten men killed
and sixty wounded, while over
400 of the enemy surrendered.
After some men had been killed,
each side had the support of a
battery of artillery, but the fight
for superiority of infantry fire
took place at range of about 700
yards, lasted only half an hour.
By this. time the Germans were
wavering. Some of them put up
white, but others went on firing
and our men continued to do the
same. Eventually a large number
of white flags improvised from
handkerchiefs, pieces of shirts,
white biscuit bags, etc.. were ex-
hibited all along = the line and
many of the men hoisted their
helmets on their-rifles.

«n the fighting behind en-
trenchments the Germans endea-
vor to gain ground by making ad-
vances in line at dusk or just be-
fore dawn and then digging them-
selves in, in the hope no doubt
that they may eventually et sO
near as to be able, as duriag
manoeuvres, to reach the hastilz
trenches in a single rush. They
never have succeeded in doing
this against us. If by creeping tp
in dead ground they do succzed
in forwarding their position by
night, they are easily drivet back
by fire in the moerning. A few of
the braver men sometimes remain
behind at close ranges and ei-
deavor to infilct losses by sniping.

Sharp.hooters-also are oit n noti-
ced in trees or wrigglng about
until they get goed cov:r, Their
remedy is to take the initiative
and detail men to deal with the
enemy’s sharpshooters.

“‘Few night attacks have been
made against us. Previous to one
of them, a party of the enemy
crept up close to tne British line
and set alight a hayrick, so it
should form a beacon on which
the center of the attacking line
marched. Generally, however, in
these night and early morning at-
tacks widely separated one from
the other, and making every en-
deavor to obtain any advantag:
from cover. Light balls and
gearchlights on some Occasions
have been used. Latterly these
attacks have become more and
more half-hearted.

“¢‘Against cur men the enemy
never has closed with the bay-
onet.

«The German trenches I have
seen were deep enough to shelter
a2 man when firing from a stand-
ing position. As regard our own
men, there was at first consider-
able reluctance to entrench, as
always has been the case at
the commencement Of fighting.
Now, however, having bought
their experience dearly, their de-
fences are such that they can
deny the German artiliery.”

“On the lighter side of the
picture is the following anecdote
which is current at the front, al-
though its absolute wuth is not
vouched for. On 1 1ecent occa-
sion a British cavalry subaltern,
who was cut off from his men,
hid himself in the edge of a wood
by a road. It was not Jong before
he saw an unsuspecting armed
German soldier
road. .He could have shot the
man without warning, but-felt that
it would be akin to murder to kill
him in cold blood. In order to
instill a little of the $pirit of com-
bat into the affair, the dubai.ert
crept from his cover, ran up he-
hind the “bosch” as our Frenh
allies wouid call hiff, and gave
him a ferocious kick: Instead of
showing fight the startled and
pained German gave a yell "and
ran for dear life leaviliy the subd-
altern laughing too hard: to
shont.’

A despatch from Athens says
that German officers have placed
large German guns in the forts

on the Dardanelles and the Bos-

phorus,
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1By Speciai Wire to the Courler]
LONDON, Oct. g—So far as
gland knows tkis morning

ftwerp, the latest of the be-
leaguerea cities of Belgium, is
still holding out against the Ger-
man onslaught. King Albert has
withdrawn from the city toward
Ostend, where the administration
is now fully established, but prac-
tically the entire Belgian field
army has remained to resist so
long as possible, the fire of the
great German guns, the horrible
effects of which were made so
plain at Liege.

From the standpoint of those
nations opposing Germany the
hepe was that the defenders could
Liold out till the allies delivered
come decisive blow along the bat-
tle line in France which has now
almost reached the WNorth Sea,
and taken in conjunction with the
fighting which extends across the
Belgian frontier to the northward
of Lille. makes a.gigantic front,
sprawling like a snake half
across Belgium  and practically
all of northeastern France.

Though separate conflicts, the
siege of Antwerp and the battle
of the Aisne are thus becoming
more and more closely rleated
anid both the Cyrmans and the
allies are making the most desper-
ate efforts to crush each other
and smash through the ever
lengthening right and left wings
respectively,

It is contended that the Ger-
mans failed in their great effort
to drive a wedge through this re-
gion and the latest Paris com-
munication contends that the situ-
ation is stationary, though most
violent fighting continue

1f Antwerp falls, it wsill prove
the ineffectiveness of modern for-
tifications against the even more
modern_guns, for Antwerp s the
last ord in ingenious barriers.

To the east the situation on the
East Prussian frontier is becoming
more like what happened in
France after the German invasion
and retreat. . Being driven from
Poland the Germans are g
a stubborn stand and with rein-
forcements from Koenigsberg will
doubtless give a battle, which will
determine whether the Germans
will again invade Rusisa in this
region. §

Al reports of the surender of
Przemysl appear to be premature
* ag were various reports about the
begnning of a battle at Cracow.

The general
west .has

»

ccurring in the. WoeyTe '
Otherwise nothing ¢ :

e on the right or off the .

center of the allies is reported

by the French.”
-

- -

The Paris announcement sa
that Montenegrin troops continue
their advance on Sarayevo, the
capital of Bosnia. A similar re-
port has been made almost daily
fcr many days.

- - ¥

The Austrian ‘war office, in its
most recent communication re-
ported successes against the
Montenegrins and a decisive blow
against the Servian invaders of
Bosnia and \.Iishqgrad.

* %
The latest reports from the eas-

( tern theatre of war are that the

Russians,who invaded East Prus-
sia and later were defeated and
driven back to the Niemen River;
have again invaded East Prussia,
driving the Germans back as far
as Lyck. On the other hand the
Germans are in force in Russia
Pcland, having reached almost to
Warsaw, while the Russian move-
ment west through Galicia is
meeting a stubborn re.nmmct
from German and Austrian for-
ces. The Russians claim to have
captured one of the forts at Prz-
emys!l. A similar claim was made
several days ago.
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By Special Wire to The Oonrler]

PARIS, Oct. 9.—Thf_‘iollcwins :
ofticial announcement was given
out in Paris this afternoon:

“The general situation has un-
dergone no change.

«“On our left wing, the two ;m
posing bodies of cavalry are
operating to the north of Lille ¢
and of Labasse and _the battle
continues along the line :
by the regions of Lens, Arras, -
Bray-Sur-Somme, Chalons, Roye
and Lassigny. ; 2,

“On the center of the Oise and
on the 'Meuse, only actions of
minor importance have been fé-
ported. = L

“On our right, in the Woevte
district, there has been an artil-
lery contest along ‘the entire
front. <

“In Lorraine, in the Vosges
and in Alsace, there has been 10
change. b :

“In Bosnia, Montenegrin troops
have continued their adv in
the direction of Sarayevo as far
as the fortified line which gw-

e from

tects the city at a &gﬂﬂ‘?
it of eight kilometers.”*
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