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ARBITRATION REFUSED

As was intimated in the Conservative
press some time ago, Hon. Mr. Flem-
ming has refused to accept Dr. Pugs-
ley’s proposal to arbitrate his claim
agalinst the provinca for services ren-
dered and expenses incurred during his
term' as Attorney-General. The Pro-
vincial Secretary cffers instead to sub-
mit a portion of the claim to the con-
sideration of a lawyer selected by him-
self ‘who, by a peculiar coineidence,
happens to be a personal and political
friend and constituent of his.

This action is thoroughly charaecter-
istic ot/ the deliberately and maliciously
unfair’ campaign which Mr. Flemming
-and Mr. Hazen have carried on qgainst
their political opponents, both prior and
subsequent to the late provinclal elec—
tions. Whatever the merits of Dr.
Pugsley’s claim,, the way these K men
have met it is indefensible. He  has
bresented it in detailed specification, so

 — ——

“that every item can withéut difficdlty’

be verified or disputed. If the whole
claim, or any item of it, is unjust or
exorbitant, what possible honest objec-
tion could there be to his proposal that
“a leading barrister be mutually agreed
on as arbitrator to decide what ‘it
would be equitable and just that °I
should be paid in respect to my ser-
vices and disbursements re Eastern
Extension ‘claims, ‘St. John ' Lumber
Company suit, Lovett case,’” etc. ?
Dr. Pugsley may be prejudiced in his
own favor; Mr, Flemming and Mr.
Hazen are certainly prejudiced against
him; but it is fair ‘to assume that a
“leading barrister mutually agreed on”
would be able to deal equitably andn
justly in the matter. Does the gov-
eramant desire anything more tisn
equity ? Wil Mr. Flemming or Mr.
Hazen admit that Dr. Pugsley, in their
opinion, deserv2s less than justics ?
One might at least have respected
them for frankness if they had bluntly
claimed the right to ~ déal <vith this
claim themselves and had refused to
permit’ dutside intervention. But in
professing to be willing for arbitration
they admitted their own inability to
deal fairly with the question; and by
their endeaver to have the matter ad-
judicated by one of their own parti-
sans, and by their refusal to submit
even to him the whole claim they
prove their determination mot to deal
fairly. ) y
Decidedly Dr. Pugsley has come out
of this unpleasant controversy much
more creditably than his opponents.
He has shown to the public not only
that he believes hig claim is reason-
able and that he desires nothing more
than a just and impartial settlement,
but also that - the provincial govern-
ment is unwilling to permit an impar-
tial settlement for reasons which they
do not explain and which they cannot
explain upon honest grounds.: In ef-
fect he has placed the matter for arbi-
tration before the indeépendent tribunal
of public oninion, by the verdict of
which, as of any other fair tribunal
he will confidently abide. $
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THE EFFECT OF OBSTRUCTINN

While the hardship suffered by the
Civil Service because of opposition re-
fusal to allow the voting of money to
carry on the departmental business of
the government, has loomed larger in
the public eye than any other result
of the obstruction which has marked
the whole course of the present ses-
slon, it has been by no means the most
serious result. It has been embarrass-
ing and inconvenient of course for .the
civil servants who have been forced to
walt weeks: overtime :for wages . due,
but once the checks arrive their hard-
ship ends. ' This is by no means the
case with the public work of the vari-
ous departments which has been held
up for lack of funds so long this sum-
mer that a year has heen practically
» asted—practioally wiped from the cal-
endar of progress.

1t is probably a safe estimate to say
that nine-tenths of the outside work,
the constructive work, of: the country
must be done in summer, f it is to be
done satisfactorily and economically.
The Domjinion governiment has a large
a.mountl} such work always on hand.
The survey of new laad in the unset-
tled portions of the west, the erection
of public buildings, the repair of pub-
lic works, the building of railways—
such work must go on rapidly if the
country is to be developed, and it must
80 on during the months from April to
December or not at all.

In order that money for summer con-
struction should he early available the
government a year ago changed the
beginning of the fiscal year from July
1st to April 1st, the idea being that
during the four months of the parlia-
mentary session from November to
April supplies of money cufficient for
the summer's work could be voted and
made avaflable before the summer
opuned. But this year ths. season be-
8an before the funds were ready. The
four months had been wasted in sense-
less obstruction and when the summer
opened the season’s work did not open,
(for the simple reason that ‘there was
no money available to pay for it. As
@ matter of fact the money has not
yet been voted in the gredter part and
the work in large measure has not yet
begun. However rapidly the money
may be voted now, three months of the
working season will have passed, with
little or nothing done, before it ig avail-
able,

As an example of w}‘mat this means;
the Ottawa Free Press quotes,an in-
stance from the department of the, in-
terior, an Instance which could be du-
plicated over and over in any of the
departments. Settlement in the west
Is spreading over the land as fast as
it is surveyed. Settlers have even gone
into unsurveyeqd sections and squatted,
trusting that when the surveys are
made they will be accorded rights of
prior possession. In other sections set-
tlement has beén positively prevented
because the survey parties were unable
to block-out the land fast enough. Yet
two parties of surveyors are today held
up and have been held up from work
for nearly three months because no
money is available to put them in the
field. Of the thirty-five parties in the
field many are héndlcapped, and in
Eonie cases the men in the parties have
ben s~ Jena without pay thew gea

| threatening to prosecute the surveyors
for thelr wages.

In.the southern portion of the West
immense irrigation projects ‘are neces-'
sary to fit the land for agriculture.

A department has been created to
survey this land for firrigation pur-
poses, But the work is tied up. The
parties are at a standstill, and the
worst feature is that the most favor-
able season’for this work is now past.

Thres survey parties started for the
Yukon early this spring to co-operate
with the American surveyors in locat-
ing the international boundary. These
parties are now ly¥'ng at Vancouver,un-
abk to proceed until money is forth-
coming to provide supplies and pay
wages. DMeantime the United. States
survey parties are on the ground, but
unable to proceed until the Canadians
arrive. The bparties locating the 4%th
parallel are similarly situated. Thus,
not only is this necessary work pre-
vented, but Canada is humiliated in the
eyes of the neighboring republic, whose
people must be wondering what kind
of governmental system we have that
the credit of the eountry and the pro-
secution of public work are so little
considered.

Meantime, land agents, homestead in-
spectors, timber inspectors and forest
rangers have not been paid either sal-
aries or travelling expenses for May.
These officials number 370, not one of
whom has been paid the money due
him for May. Two hundred newspapers
have presented accounts for advertis-
ing homestead, mining, timber and
coal regulations and none of them
has been paid. No money has been
voted to carry on work at Banff Na-
tional Park and the road making gangs
must be discharged unless supplies are
granted forthwith. Only $15,000 has
been voted for administration of the
Yukon, and as .the expenss is $12,000
per month, the Yukon government is
in debt for every item of expense for
May.

This i{s the situation in one depart-
ment alone, which has been produced
by the refusal of the opposition to con-
sider the estimates. But it is fairly
typical of the conditions ‘prevailing in
all departments. . It has already cost
us half the season’s work and there is
no prospect that it will not cost us an-
other month’s lost time at least. And
this is only part of the price Canada
must pay for the furtherance of the
political designs and ambitiong of op-
position leaders who hope, at the coun~
try’s expense, some day to become gov-
ernment leaders. X

BUSINESS AND BOOZE

A few months ago the C. P. R. Com-
pany took effective action to prevent
the sale of liquor at McAdam Junc-
tion, a divisional centre where its shops
are located and many men employed:
The town was under Scott Act, but
the public sentiment ‘essential to the
strict enforcement of the law was ap-
parently lacking, so the C. P. R. for
its employes' sake—and incidentally its
own—assumed the place and provided
the driving force of 'intelligent and re-
formatory public opinion. More re-
cently the company has enlarged this
policy to the extent of closing its bars
in all the stations along its transcon-
tinental and branch lines.

Now thes C. P. R., like most corpora~
tions, is probakly little troubled with
moral consciousness. Its attitude to-
ward the liquor traffic is purely busi-
ness-like. Where there is- profit for
the company from the sale of lquor,
the company not only permits but par-
ticipates in the sale. Its dining cars
are well stocked with alcoholic drinks
‘'of every description; its large hotels
maintain and will continue their bars;
for such cof its passengers as many ‘de-
sire alcoholic stimulant ample oppor-
tunity is and will be provided for re-
fréeshment or destruction. ‘It is no part
of its mission or intention to reform the
general public. But the managemen:
hag learned, from hard experience, that
drinking by the company’s employes is
detrimental to the company’s interests.
While there is profit in selling liquor
to. the travelling public, the sale of
liquor .to its own men spells loss; so
that sale is to be stopped.

The cold pusiness motive of this ac-
tiorn will probably not cause so much
enthusiasm among temperdance reform-
ers as if the C. P. R. had taken a simi-
lar stand upon moral or sentimental
grounds; but it should prove a greater
stimulant to reform. Never wag the
handicap of drlnk more impressively
emphasized than by this décision of
one of the ablest and most progressive
business institutions in the world that
business and booze are deadly ene-
mies, except in the case of the liquor
dealer. The field of opportunity for the
man who drinks is becoming every
year more limited. In every line of
work, manual, business or profession-
al, the man who tampers with alco-
hol runs continually a greater risk,
assumes a greater handicap, and the
time is at hand whbn every youth at
the ‘outset of his career must choose
definitely between sobriety-and failure.
And as the general appreciation of the
tact! grows, the drink evil will de-
crease. Beyond doubt there will al-
ways be those who lack the intelligence
to realize the danger, who need protec-
tion’ from their own folly and weak-
ness; but as the C. P. R. has recog-
nized, if not its duty to .such individu-
als among its employes, at least the
interest of the company in ensuring
them as far as possible from tempta-
tion, so soclety will come by such steps
as these, to a similar realization of the
need for protecting its weak members
' for the common good.

&>
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PLAYING POLITICS

t 18 announced now seml-officially
that parliament will Drorogue |some-
where about July 18th. This imeans
that in the next three weeks the House
of Commons must transact about three
times as much actual business as it
has done during the past seven mionths.
Much of this business has been before
the House sines the beginning of the
session.. Of the estimatés for the en-
fuing vear, which were ready for par-
llamentary consideration over six
months ago,- only about 25 per cent.
have been passed. The most import-
ant bills of the session and undoubted--
ly the most tmportant of the pdrlia-
mentary term have yat to e consid-
ered.

It is obvious that if the public inter-
est demauds close scrutiny of these es-
timates and all this leglslation, if
perchance some item deserves deter-
mined opposition, the time now allow-
cd i far too short for the purpose. And
it they are not deserving'of criticism
and protest it is equally obvious that
in delaying their passage for the past
seven months the opposition has been
gulllty of a gross waste of +he time of
paxliament, time thet means much

.or how full the treasury ihe govern-

noney—about $24,000 & day—to the
beople of Canadi. Thets 18 the "dilem-
ma which the reckless ang inconsider-
ate conduct of the opposition has forced
upon the Conservative party.

It is sllly as well as untrue to at-
tempt, as Dr, Daniel has done in a re-
cent interview, to pldce the blame for
this delay upon the government. “In
reality,” says Dr. Daniel, “the cause
was the* government’s faiture to bring
down its legisiation.” As a matter of
Tact almost every bill of bublic im-
portance, save the ¢ivi] Service Reform
and the Western Lands Bills, which
demanded much rare in their prepara-
tion, has been before the, House for
months. And even \if the government
had been slow in submitting 1ts mea-
Sures, that.would be no excuse for the
failure of parliament to clean up the
estimates, main and supplementary,
long before this, The country can get
along for a while without more laws,
but it cannot get along without the
money required to carry on the public
business. -

No matter how buoyant the revenue

ment cayinot get a dollar to spend until
parliament votes it, and. by methods
within their present privilege, but not
within their constitutional right the
opposition, month after month, have
obstructed the process of voting sup-
ply. The main estimates for the year
were on the table of the House within
two weeks after the session began. Day
after day since thén the government 4
has moved the HMHouse into committee
to consider the items, ang day after
day on one pretext angd another, no
matter how irrelevant.or trivial, the
opposition has talked the hours out,
cften preventing the consideration ot
this business, and when the House dia
occasionally get down to the figures,
deliberately obstructed by persistent
questioning and criticlzn the voting of
the money.

Not that theres was any fault to find
with the items, mind you—their offer to
let the whole lot slip through unques-
tioned if the government would surren-
der its constitutional right to rule, and
their willingness now to do in three
weeks much mwore business than has
been done altogether in seven months
proves this. Why then? Just politics.
1t is no part of the present opposition’s
conception’ of their public duty to assist
in the administration of the zountry’s
affairs. Their business, as they con-
ceive it, is not to promote wise legisla~
tion or to oppose only imprudent gov-
eérnment measures; but to oppose the
government, to hinder it in its work
ard at whatever cost, to discredit it
by whatever means, and eventually to
turn it out that they themselves may
rule, .

It is a game they are playing, a game
in whieh the people are pawns and the
prize power., This session, possibly the
lasgt of the term, they wanted to con-
vihce the people of the fighting strength
of their party and incidentally io retain
unfair political conditions by which
their party profited in Manitoba.
Hence their obstructive tactics, with
all the hardship involved to the public
service and the enormous expense to
the people at large. Angd now, either
convinced that their strategy has failed
of its RUrpose, or believing that they
have %o0'prolonged parliament that an
election is unlikely this fall, they have
turned right about face. Hitherto
they have deliberately obstructed pub-
lic business without regard to the mer-
Its of the item under consideration or of
the public need for its dispatch. Now
they apparently propose with equally
deliberate disregard of merit or demerit
to railroag the rest of the business
through.

A vigilant and active ang patriotic
opposition is an essential factor of good
government. . This _country  needs,
rather than g change of ministry, a
radical change in the’ spirit, leadership,
methods ang membership of its par-
liamentary opposition. ‘
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AN EMBARRASSED OPPOSITION

It i3 becoming continually more ap-
barent that if the Conservative oppo-
sition desire to continue the practice
of throwing stones they must move
from their bresent premises of glass,
or, at least, place shutters over some
of their wider windows.

For instance, Mr. Foster in the Com-
mons the other day made protest
against the policy of giving the governs=
ment’s legal business into the hands of
monopolistic lawyers in the various
provinces, instancing Mr. Mecllreith of
Halifax as one who acted as the gov-
ernment’s legal agent for all Nova
Scotia, farming some of his work out
to the local lawyers. Now this might
have been a good point, -for the prae-
tice is open to attack, but for the faot
that, not long since when Mr, R, L.
Borden, now the Conservative leader,
Was a prominent lawyer in Halifax, ne
and his firm enjoyed the same privi-
lege that Mr. McIlreith now possessas,
and profited by it far more extensively
than any Liberal lawyer has done

Of course, the eircumstances wera
Somewhat different. In favoring Mr.
Mellreith, the Liberal government may
perhaps be open to the accusation of
endeavoring to reward his long and
faithful service to the Libera]l party.
‘Mr. Foster and his fellow Ministers in
the old Conservative government gre
at least free from that charge, for Mr.
Borden had no party claims of this
nature. He may not have been a ILib-
eral at that time, but very shortly he-
fore he began to receive remuneration
at the rate of $10,000 a year from the
Conservative goverpment he hag been
actively ang prominently associated
with the Liberal party in Nova Scotia.
Why he changed his politics is not gen-
erally known nor is it relevant to this
discussion, the essential point being
that, unlike Mr. MecIlreith, he had no
claimg upon the government on ge-
count of past serviceg and s0 may pos-
8ibly have been selected as Conserva-
tive legal agent in Nova Scotia solely
because of his ability as a lawyer.
Still it is somewhat embarrassing to
the Conservative party to have it
thrown up to them that their present
leader was once guilty of tomplicity in
the very practices they now religiously
condemn.

There is one apology which might
have been offered—that Mr. Borden at
the time had not fully cleared him-
self of his Liberal taint; but even this
does not extenuate the action of the
then Conservative government. In the
circumstances it is not surprising that
Mr. Foster, after being reminded of
this incident, had not a word more to
say in denunciation of the Liberals and
of Mr. Mecllreith. Mr. Macdonald, of
Pictou, who heartlessly did the re-
minding, was sure that the ex-Minister
would be bubbling with indignation

exl-oun gentleman emitted nary a bub-
ble.

It is obyious that the field of oppo-
sition criticism, under existing condi-
tiors, is gradually.*becoming niore re-
stricted. For same time they have
been unable to mention graft without
Injuring the feelings of Mr.' Foster and
Mr. Fowler; and now they must either
éxpurge the words ‘‘rake-off” and *pa-
tronage” from their vocabulary or ex-
hibit callous disregard for the feelings
of . Mr. R. L. Borden.,
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THE CHURCH AND SOCIALISM

Because the Pan-Anglican Congress
received with eviden: approval utter-
ances which were interpreted\as svclal-
istie, it is by no means safe to. con-
clude that any larze nuinber of the
assembled representatives wyuld sup-
port the ‘general proposals of socialism,
But this much is certain, that in any
gathering of churzh leaders and work-
ers a sympathatic statement of the con-
dition of the poorer classes and a de-
mand for a fairer divisioa of the pro-
fits of industry, is most certain to re-
ceive a cordial reception.

Much is made <verywhere of the
estrangement. which undoubtedly ex-
ists between the church and -he work-
ingman. If one may judge by the ex-
pressions of leading church workers
that estrangement ;s deplored by no
one more than by those who have at
heart the interest and work of the
‘church. Denominational leaders are
keenly slive to the fact that there has
beén need to drift away from the in-
stitution of religion.

But becsuse workingmen manifest a
tendency to stay outside the churches
it is not fair to conclude that the
clergy and laymen of the churches are
not in intimate touch with individual
workingmen and in cordial sympathy
with their desires and aspirations,
their struggles and their needs. It is
extremely doubtful whether we have
anywhere a class of men who know the
small wage carner better than the min-

ance of their parish duties. They
there have a point of contact which
cannot and does not fail to create a
mutual understanding. They are in a
pesition tp see the individual and social
effects of poverty. They know its at-
tendant suffering and its consequent
sin. It is small wonder, therefore, that
a demand for social position rouses the
enthusiasm of the clergy.

But though the clergyman may not
be estranged from the workingman it
is a fact that the workingman shuns
the church. For that there are evident
reasons. For centuries the idea of
caste and class remained unchallenged;
it was the established order, existing
by right divine. But ' the break-
ing-up-period of the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries disclosed a new
discontent. BEquality and liberty be-
came words to conjure with.
The man at the foot of the social lad-
der was no longer content to remain
at the foot. He did not accept his in-
feriority and its attendant harfiships
as a matter of course. The thing most
evidently to be desired was material
and social advance, Institutions po-
litical, educational, religious and of
every sort, came thus largely to be
Jjudged by the measure of  assistance
they gave him in the realization of his
purposes. The hope of a future hea-
ven or the salvation of «ithat. wvague
something called the soul, could not
satisfy a man who demarded:the sure
comforts of worldly wealth. The church
did not give the man what he sought.
Fortunately, however, the church is
learning that when a man asks for
bread he is so constituted that he will
regard the proffer of spiritual food as
an insult until his more pressing phy-
sical wants are satisfied.

Again, ‘it may appear that not the
least reasonable explanation of the pre-
sent situation is the fact that the
church has not yet learned to adjust
her social life to the changed condi-
tions. The upper class and the lower
class worship together so long as the
lower class admite and acc¢epts its in-
feriority. But so soon as men refuse
to be despised social contact becomes
impossible. The workingman does not
propose to go to church tao be patron-
ized by the wealthier neighbor whose
superiority he does not admit. Con-
sequently he stays away and by no
artifice of a poor man’s church will he
be lured back to allegiance.

The church has her serious prob-
lems, but the hopeful part bf the situ-
ation is that manifestifg %self in the
applause of the Pan-Anglican Congress.
It signifies that church leaders every-
where demand the social Justice which
alone will solve the problem.

WHARVES OR MR. FOWLER .

George Fowler, with echaracteristic
modesty, informed the House of Com-
mons the other day that if the people
of New Bruuswick had to choose be-
tween necessary public works and him-
self, they wculd cheerfully forego the
works. Like the poet who would sell
his last'loaf of bread for hyacinths, for
the nurture of his soul, New Bruns-
wick folk, Mr. Fowler beleves,  wouid
eschew the practical »rofitt which
might accrue from g8ross material
&tructures, wharves and such, rather
than be shut off, even temporarily,
from soulful contemplation of his frag-
rant and beautiful personality.

We trust, however, that no such
trying alternative will be forced upon
this province. Not that we would ques-
tion Mr. Fowler's judgment of the peo-
ple's aesthetic sense, or that we would
exaggerate the value cof material
things—but hoth have their place anil
usefulness.: We need the bread as well
as the hyvacinths. We need wharves
and railways and the liks in our busi-
ness, hut we need also things beautiful
ard of goecd repute—Mr. Fowler for
instance— for the stimulation and
strengthening of our highar natures.

It is with great comfort therefore we
note’ that there is little likelihood of
such a dilemma arising as Mr. Fowler
fears. The Minister of Public Works
nas assured parliament that no such
threat has ever been made, “I may
say,” he said, “to the honorable gentle-
man (Mr, Fowler) that nothing that he
may say and nothing that he may do
will influence me in the slightest de-
gree as to the treatment I shall accord
to the people of the province of New
Brunswick. I have made up my mind
to a certajn policy with 7egard to the
building of wharves. I intend to ask
parliament for certain appropriations
for the bullding of wharves on the St.
John and its tributaries, ang nothing
he can say or do will cause me to de-
part one iota from the policy I intend

at Mr. Borden and the late government,
but that honorable and generally vocif-

1o pursue”

isters who cre faithful in the perform-

DOMINION DAY

The Canadian small boy has not, wa
fear, been altogether satisfied with the
celebration of thé first of July. The
boisterous jubilations of the glorious
fourth have not tended to minister to
his content. In the face of the brag
and bluster of his cousin from across
the line he has been forced to hang his
head in shame. Indeeq, it is well with-
fn the mark to maintain thdt such
shamefacedness has not been limited
to the youthful Canadians. National
malcontents have formed a certain
grim pleasure in the apparent indif-
ference and apathy of Canadians to
the celebration of Dominion Day.

But the eommon sense of the nation
has not been disturbed by the discon-
tent of the small boy nor the grum-
blings of the c¢roakers. The initial
moments of a nation’s history deter-
mine the character of national celebra-
tions. Though Canadians can scarcely
be expected to enter into hearty sym-
pathy with the jubilations of the people
of the TUnited States, yet even Can-
adians can understand that it is but nat-
ural to celebrate a victory with tumult
and shouting. The incidents of the
original fourth do not produce on the
citizens of today a feeling of humility.
But the first Dominion Day was mark-
ed by no victory, and indeed was at-
tended, as many remember, by nerv-
ous forebodings for the future. It did
not bring the easy rejoicing of a bur-
den thrown off, but rather the sober-
ing sense of new responsibilities as-
sumed. It marked a stagein the slow
and tedious process of national evolu-
tion rather than the end of national
revolution. The fourth celebrates a vie-
tory over British arms. The first cele-
brates the faith of certain far-seeing
men who dared to believe that the
separate provinces lwere one in senti-
ment and purpose and that united they
would perepetuate British ideals upon
the North American continent in a new
and a great nation.

—

The early days of Conflederation did
not abundantly justify the faith of the
pioneérs in that movement. Their
ideals appealed to the imagination, but
their scheme did not invariably fill the
pocket-book. All Canadians did not
come suddenly nor easily to believe in
Canada. But the passing years have
demonstrated the fact that unbelief
wgs due to ignorance. Today there is
no dissenting voice in these Dominion
Day celebrations. The discovery and
devélopment of boundless natural re-
sources has created,a confidence that
here at least was a plaée in which a
great people could find sustenance.

Our present satisfaction may be
largely dule to the fact of this assor-
ance of prosperity. We recite glibly
the recent astonishing development. In
terms gratifying to the pride of all Ca-
nadians we number the value of our
possessions. - W2 perhaps sometimes
create the impression that such ma-
terial greatness constitutes in itself a
fulfillment of the dreams of Confed-
eraticn. In so far as such is the case
we will discover eventually that this
attitude brings its own punishment. A
nation cannot live by bread alone. It
nust mean something to its citizens
and to the world.To be a Canadian must
mean more than to live in Canada if
we are to command the allegiance of
strong men.

For the present at least it is ap-
parent that Canadian life miust ex-
press itself in the administration of
Canadian rather than international af-
fairs. But in such administration there
is abundant room for the application
of the highest ideals. The problems
of the day do not involve war be-
tween ndtions, but they deé imply the
constant possibility and the actual
existence of war between individuals
and between classes.

tice and to cause peace between ra-
tions is a high office; but to secure

justice and peace within a nation is
of greater import if of less repute.
That, today, is the business of Cana-
dians. To establish justice within the
land must be-our national purpose. To
that end it is well that each new
Dominion Day should be made an oc-
casion for some rejoicing over the-ac=
complishments of the past, and a day
of sober judgment of the endeavors
of the present.

To enforce jus-
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THE HARBOR COMMISSION

The Common Council is handling the
Harbor Commission problem with in-
telligence and dispatch. In two ses-
sions of the general committee the hill
prepared for the purpose of transfer-
ing control of the deep-water faecili-
ties from the city to a natioaal com-
mission has been gone through  and ac-
cepted with few amendments, which in
only one instance matergially change
the scheme ag originally framed.

The additional clause providing that

the Commission “may also from time
to time, by agreement or expropria-
tion, acquire any other properties with—
in the limits of ‘the city of St. John as
they may deem advisable subject to the
approval of the governor-in-council’”
is valuable only in so far as it eluci-
dates the proposition more clearly to
the popular ming. The bill as it stood
had a similar provision. The plan is
to place under commission control
only such facilities as are used in
national import and export businoss.
At present these facilities are lim-
ited to Sand Point and that wvicinity,

&0 the Commission bill provided only

for the appropriation of these proper-
ties just now. But as the natlonal
traffic demands wider scope’ ik, is
plain that the aut}forl‘ty of the Com-
mission must be increased and the bill
clearly provided for this extension in
sections 22 and 23. The additignal sec-
tion proposed only emphasizes this,
and though unnecessary does no harm.
But there was. one amendment pro-
posed and put through in commMttee
which the Council should certainly
throw out—that is the provision com-
plicating the Commission’s duties by
loading upon it responsibility for the
construction of a bridge over the Lar-
bor by way of Navy Island. That tris
bridge would be of value to both divi-
sions of the city goes without saying;
that it will become absolutely neces-
fary in the near future is probable.
But its relation to the problem of Lar-
bor improvement is distant, to say the
least; and its advantage will be local
rather than national. The Commisegion,
which is to be financed by the federal
government, must confine its attantion
to such facilities as are of national
import. To impose upon ‘it Iocal bur-
dens, to endeavor to work it for local
advantage, is at.variance with its pur-
pose and would not only oparite
against its usefulness, but might pre-
judice its favorable consideration by
parliament. “We trust to the common-
Sense of the Council as g whole to
keep these enterprises separate and to
see that the Harbor Commission con-
fines its attention to the businesss for
which it has been designed—the busi-
nees of Jevoloping the harbor' nf St.
John as a national port without ex-
pense to the citizens of St. Jonn,
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C.P.R. AND I. C. R,

Mr.. Emmerson’s strong - protest
against any proposal for the sacrifice
of Intercolonial interests for the be-
nefit .of the C..P. R. or -any other cor-
poration will find hearty echo through
this province. There is barely enough
local business now to make the gov—-
ernment road pay and to permit a rival
company to .intrude upon Intercoplonial
territory and canvass for its traffie
would mean the beginning of a down-
hill process the end of which would un-
doubtedly be the alienation of the peo-
ple’s road, the loss to Canada of one
of its most valuable assets and the
delivery of the Maritime Provinces de—
fenseless into the grip of the corpora-
tions, 3

The Intercolonial has played a large
part in the voolitical and commercial
history of Canada; has done great
work for the unification of the Domin-
fon and for the development of the
provinces which it serves. And under
popular control and prudent manage-
ment it is destined to play in the com-
ing years a larger part and to do a
greater work. Broadened at its base
in the Maritime Provinces by the ab-
sorption of its branch lines and extend-
ed gradually westward to the produc-
tive prairies it will provide the -Can-
adian people not only with a great

transportation line operated ia their
interest at the lowest possible expense,
but—even mdre importani—with a -bul-
wark of defense against corporation
greed and aggression. As it is .the
Intercolonial guarantees the Maritime
Provinces and those who trafiic there-
with; freight and passenger rates
based, not on “all the traffiec - will

an oppaortunity - which the comn
would be quick to seize as it we
thoroughly in line with its poli
where. -« And with the Intercoloni:
feeding lincs, the roots  thr
which it draws the most of its t
sustenance, cut off,
road would wither and
ually falling into the hands of the ¢
pany which had ruined it as a natio
institution.
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HOARSENESS BECOMING COMMG

Changeable weather causes co
tion and ultimately loss of voice.
blood must be drawn from the infia
part, and this is speedily done by a
plying Polson’s Nerviline, which 1
only equalizes the circulation,
soothes the irritated tissues into n
mal, healthy condition. Being ever
much stronger, and . unlike oily. lin
ments which the surface.retains, Nc:
viline penetartes deeply and quickly—
that's why it always cures coughs,
colds and pains; try a 25c. bottle. .

oLIFS FROM BOAT
AND 15 DROWNED

Unknown Man Me/ets Sud-
den Death at Westfield
Beach

St e

the govern:

waste, ¢\

fe

An unknown man, who gave his age
as nineteeen, was drowned off West-
field beach Monday at noon. The n
was employed on construction work
the Nerepis bridge. At noon hour s
started out in a boat to hdve :

On his return he started to Y

the boat to the bridge. He slipped

fell backward into the water. i~
men who saw the accideént hastencd +
the rescue. In ‘a few! minutes
managed to get hold ¢f the man
pull him ashore. He fvas unconscion
and every effort.was made to reviy
him, but all to no avaik

The man landed at Westfield on VW -
nesday last, having been ejected from
the westbound express train on whic!
he was stealing a ride. Mr. Logan wi
has charge of the work at the bri Y
gave him-a- job, and he obtained borrd
at Mrs. Lane’s. To his room-mate ho
said his name was Alexander ,and tlnt
he was a deserter from the Canadiin
regiment at I‘{alifax.

Coroner Ballentine ,after
into the facts, decided - the

inquirin;
dromg
was accidental and an inquest was 1
necessary. The remains were: buriec
yesterday in the -graveyard of Saint
James’ Church. . -

Coroner Ballent:ne told The Sun last
evening that the man had stated that
he had a brother in the fur business»
in Halifax and another in the same
business in Montreal. Mr. Ballentine

.
inz
i3
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in-chief at Halifax and with the Monw
treal police.

THE BANE OF THE RACE.

The one disegse that destroys thou- ..

sands is constipation. Cure it-now, to=
day—this you can do, with Dr. Hamil-
ton’s Pills, easy to take, no gripe, sure
relief. Try Dr: Hamilton's Pills your- .
self, 25c, per box.

AXTELL TAKEN 10

stand.” but on the actual cost of oper-
ation. The farther it is extended ths
broader will be this guarantee — the
more effective the road will be as a )
regulator of rates on all other roads.
Thus armed Canadian people could
face with confidence the coming battle
with the growing strength of the great
railway corporations; deprived of this
defense we Should be, if not at their
mercy, at ITeast in a position demand-
ing constant watchfulness and legis-
lative effort.

Canadian interests demand the con-
tinued strengthening of the govern-
ment railway; and it is obvious to
allow the claim of the C. P. R. for
equal traffic rights betweeen St. John
and Halifax must lessen I. C. R. pro-
fits and weaken its position. If it is
proposed to continue the mail subsidy.
arrangement which compels the C. P:
R. Empresses to stop at Halifax, . the
company has certainly a strong claim
for the right to run trains to meet
these boats in order to handle their
mails and passengers as expeditiously
as possible. But such privilege should
be limited to through trains and traffic,
To give the C. P. R. the unlimited
rights it desires to compete with the I.
C. R. for local business would cut I. Q.

ISHNE ASHLU

Declared Insane by’P'hly'sicié—m'
—Family in Greglt Need
of Help

The mam Axtell of Sand Poiat road,
Who was taken.to the police station on
Monday night, was examined by Dr.
Jas. Christie yesterday and revorted
insanle. e was taken to the asylum-
in the- afternoon.

" Secretary Wetmore of the §. P, .C.
’ stated to The Sun last night -that
tHe Axtell family were in great need of
‘#ssistance, for absclutely nothing te
eat was found in the house on his last «
visit. However, since then several i
ple. have taken provisions to the f:
ily and there is enough now to last for
scveral days, What will e done to a
sist them after that has not been dec
ed.

R. revenue in half and make profitable
operation impossible. More than that, |
it would give the C. P. R. the oppor-
tunity .to appropriate the branch lines—

ABSOLUTE
SECURITY.

Carter’s
Little Liver Pills,

Muct Bear Signature of

See Pac-Simile Wzanper Eelow.

Very smazll and as easy .

€0 take as sugar,
FOR READACHE,
FOR DIZZINESS -
FOR BILIOUSNESS, -
FOR TORPID LIVER.
FOR CONSTIPATION
FOR SALLOW SKIN.
FOR THE COMPLEXION

ONES MugY INATURE,

GARE §ICK HEADACHE.

While confined in the police station
Axtlell repeated over again that he had
not done anything to hurt anyone and
he could net imagine my. anyone would
want -to murder hing. While . b
taken to the lockup he gave the pol
men, &-lively chase, but was finally
captured. - :

R e e s

BAD FIE I KENT‘EUUNTY_

RBEXTON, N. B., June 30.— A de-
structive fire occurred, at East Gallo*
way, yesterday afternoon, by which
the heuse of Philip Maillet and”™ the~
holise and barn of Damas Richarl
were burned to the ground. The fire
is supposed to have Leen started by
children playing with matches in the
barn. = There was no. insuranecs.

The public examinations ars goingon
In thel schools here. Miss ~Mitchell's
was. held Friday afternoon, aal Miss
Wright's yesterday. In «ach roem =a
good programme of songs and reeita-
tions and dialogues was _carried out.
There was a attendanea of -vi
itors who were much pleasa@ with ths:
work done by the pupils, 9 .

Rev. Fr. Duke of Buctouche celebrat
ed mass at South Braneh Sunday- ¢
preached beautiful sermons boia morn-
ing and evening. = Rev. Fr. LaPointe
sang mass at Richibucto Village in
place of Rev. Fr. Martineau, who is8
very ill. v

large

e,

A BIG SUCCESSION TAX

MONTREAL, Que., June 20.Yester—
day a check of the Burland estate for
$166,649.78 was deposited in the Provin-
clal Bank to the credit of ‘the prévin-
cial treasurer. x ; ‘

This sum represents the government
Succession tax on:said estate, vaiued
at about seven million dollars.
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WEAK MAN
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