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wards Church Union,” were among the
opening words of this prominent church-
man. One reason was—‘‘they were per-
fectly sure of their motive, which was
to discover and do the will of God, and
t¢ bless humanity in a larger way than
thev could in their separate estate.”

Next, he said, they had been loyal to
the General Conference of the Metho-
dist Church, which, in their last gather-
ing, dealt with the subject unanimously.
Comment on the distinction between the
“Entity” and the “Identity” of a Church
was followed by a humorous reference
to the fact that he had been referred to
as “Pope” Chown, and also called a
“Pirate.”

* * & &

IN SERIOUS VEIN, Dr. Chown con-
fessed he had written articles for the
press and destroyed them. ‘“Determin-
ing what the will of God is from the pro-
vidence of God, we have gone forward.”
On the other hand, “they did not forget
that Presbyterians had had to fight for
their existence,” and in this connection
he referred to the story of the Coven-
anters . . . . “Perhaps the Scottish peo-
ple or people of Scottish ancestry”—(he
used “Scotch,” but he should have known
better) — “had a peculiar difficulty of
their own. They clothed their denom-
ination with all the glory of Scotland’s
national life.”

» * * *

DR. CHOWN WENT ON TO EXPLAIN
that the real attitude of the Methodist
Church had never been an aggressive
one. In briefly reviewing the negotia-
tions—from Principal Patrick’s state-
ment onwards—he said “Methodism never
desired that the Presbyterian Church
should come into union with any loss of
power.” Then he referred to the eighty
per cent. (Presbyterians) who had been
found in favour of it. . . . He added that
“if the opponents of union would preach
their creed every Sunday while the vote
was being taken, he thought that would
go far to settle the Church Union ques-
tion.”

* *® * *

CONSIDERING ITS BEARING ON
THE COMMUNITY LIFE, we make no
apology for giving space here to this
Church Union question—and may give
more time and space to it. Frankly we
believe in greater Christian unity, and,
on general principles, have no hesitation
in voting for Union. But it is quite con-
sistent with that to say that many peo-
ple who believe in Union may not be-

lieve in it (any more than in peace) “at
any price.”

In religion, as in politics however, one
big trouble often is that each side wishes
every one to take the *“all or nothing”
attitude; and those who have the for-
tune or misfortune to see on both sides
points that appeal and repel, may find
themselves in the most uncomfortable of
positions and be tempted to exclaim with
Mercutio, *“A plague on both your
houses!”; only duty must lead us in such
a case to say “blessing” instead.

Meantime it is certain that this Union
question bids fair to separate—so far as
individual church attendance at least is
concerned—friends and relatives, and
even to divide families. At the time of
this writing the number of Presbyterian
"‘nun-('on(‘url‘ing" congregations reported
is s}lch as 1o make the onlooker, not
carried away by the arguments of either
side, question if the powers that be in
the Presbyterian Church have not been.
over-hasty in bringing the matter to a
head throughout the country as a whole,

and whether (apart from the prairigs)
some system of increasing cooperatxon
for a further period of years might not
have been preferable, and reduced feel-
ing and friction to a minimum?

B & * *

AMONG PRESBYTERIANS, ADVO-
CATES ON EACH SIDE have included
men prominent in the life of British Co-
lumbia. Dr. Clay, of Victoria, may not
have been as conspicuous as Dr. R. G.
McBeth, of Vancouver, but both are
known as strong opponents of Union. Dr.
E. D. McLaren, originally for Union, lat-
terly adopted an attitude of “not yet”
or “too soon.” Principal W. H. Smith,
of Westminster Hall, on the other hand,
has been one of the most earnest and
strenuous workers on the Union side. In-
deed, it is not too much to suggest —
what will certainly be said anyhow —
that Dr. Smith’s attitude and expositions
have had not a little to do with the re-
sult just announced at St. John's Pres-
byterian Church, Vancouver, of which
he was formerly the minister. Mr. A. D.
McKenzie, the present minister, was late
in definitely declaring himself, but Dr.
Smith has been in evidence at different
times, and will no doubt get blame or
credit according to the strength of feel-
ing held by one side or the other.

* * L %

ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, VANCOUVER,
has usually been reckoned the outstand-
ingly representative church of that city,
and perhaps also of the whole of British
Columbia. On the occasion of the vot-
ing in 1911 and 1915 or 1916, it had a
majority against Union. Out of a vote
of 601 at this time it has given a ma-
jority of 89 in favour of Union. That is
a good majority no doubt — especially
considering that the majority was for-
merly on the other side—but it is none
too big to satisfy those who wished to
see substantial and preferably over-
whelming majorities. Criticisms affect-
ing workers-on both sides are inevitable.
In this connection readers will observe
what “the Wayside Philosopher” has to
say in this issue—of course in dealing
with the subject in a general way, and
without reference to any particular con-

gregation.
£ kS * *

POINTS IN THE CREED or theologi-
cal beliefs set forth by some opponents
to Union, on the one hand, and the pos-
sibilities for so-called “political” devel-
opment by ecclesiastical combinations on
the other, equally merit comment. But

space says this must be a case of “to be
continued.”

* % = *

GOOD LIGHTING AND CHEERFUL-
NESS ARE ASSOCIATED, and, apart
altogether from the question of Union,
St. John’s Presbyterian Church, Vancou-
ver, has recently been improved outside
and in. The congregation as a whole
and all who have occasion to use the
church building, may well pass votes of
thanks to those who collected and to
those who gave the extra funds required.
In this connection it may be in place to
note that ex-Alderman T. H. Kirk has
been the enterprising treasurer of this
congregation for quite a number of years,
and no doubt those who value sustained
practical interest in any worthy cause
will join in wishing him and his family
a pleasant and profitable time in their
projected round-the-world trip.

THE BRIT:iSH4 COLUMBIA MONTHLY

Vancouver Bible School

1601 West Tenth Avenue.

Evangelical Interdenominational
Missionary

The VANCOUVER BIBLE SCHOOL ex-
ists for the training of men and women for
the work of Christ at home or abroad, and
the maintenance of a testimony to the truth
of God and His Word. It stands for the
plenary inspiration and entire reliability of
the Bible.

IT HAS SOUGHT to place BIBLE STUDY
WITHIN THE REACH OF ALL, so that
any Christian can prepare for greater use-
fulness, and gain an increased knowledge
of the Bible.

IT PROVIDES FOR FULL COURSE
STUDENTS who take the whole curricu-
lum; EVENING COURSE STUDENTS, who
take the studies offered on Tuesday and
Thursday evenings; PARTIAL COURSE
STUDENTS, who may arrange to take any
proportion of either or both of the Day or
Evening classes.

FEES: Tuition ig Free. The only fee
asked is a registration fee of five dollars
for Full Course students, two dollars for
Evening Course students and proportionate
fees from others.

DIPLOMAS AND CERTIFICATES.

A DIPLOMA is given to those who pass
all the examinations and give evidence of
approved Christian character and of zeal
and ability in Christian - work. This
achievement takes at least two years.

A CERTIFICATE is given to those who
pass the examinations of the Evening Ses-
sion for three years and give the other evi-
dence required for the Diploma.

SUPPORT: No canvass is made for funds,
but the FREE-WILL OFFERINGS of the
people of God are welcomed in support of
the work.

SUBJECTS: Bible Synthesis. Bible Doc-
trine. New Testament Exegesis. Church
History. Christian Evidences. Life of
Christ. New Testament Church History.
Geography and Histor of Bible Lands.
Practical Christian Work. Homiletics. The
Sunday School Lesson. Elementary New
Testament Greek.

TEACHERS: Rev. W. Ellis, M.A.,, B.D.
Rev. G. H Wilson, B.A. Rev. Duncan Mac-
Dougall, M.A.

PUBLIC WEEKLY MEETINGS: Sunday,
3 p.m., Public Bible Lecture. Tuesday, 7
to 9.30, Evening Study Session. Thursday,
8, Study of the Sunday School Lesson for
S. S Teachers and other Bible Students.

INFORMATION: Send enquiries and ap-

plications to the Principal, Rev. W. Ellis,
M.A,, B.D.

Vancouver Bible School

1601 West Tenth Avenue
Vancouver, B. C.

THE CHINA
INLAND MISSION

Interdenominational, I¥nternational, Evan-
gelical, Evangelistic.
Supported by Free-Will Offerings.
Founded in 1865 by the Late
J. HUDSON TAYLOR, M.R.C.S., F.R.G.S.
General Director—D. E. HOSTE.
Shanghai, China.
Director for North America—
HENRY W. FROST, D.D., Princeton, N. [I.

PRACTICE—The Mission does not go
into debt. It guarantees no income, but
ministers to workers as funds sent in will
allow. All members are expected to de-
pend on God alone for temporal supplies.
No collection or personal solicitation of
money is authorized. Duly qualified work-
ers are accepted irrespective of nationality
and without restriction as to denomina-
tion, provided there is soundness in the
faith on all fundamental truths. Corres-
pondence from earnest young men and wo-
men who desire to serve God in China is
invited.

OBJECT and AIM—The preaching of the
Gospel to every creature in China.

EQUIPMEN (Jan. 1, 1924)—Mission-
aries, 1,101; Paid Chinese helpers, 2,211;
Voluntary Chinese helpers, 2,150; Stations,
258; Outstations, 1,764; Hospitals, 13; Dis-
pensaries, 91; Native Schools, 545: Schools
at Chefoo for missionaries’ children.

RESULTS IN THE FIELD—Churches,
1,165; Baptized in 1923, 5,892; Communi-
cants in fellowship, 64,350; others under
regular instruction, 65,428; Baptized since
commencement, 99,041,

Main Offices: Toronto, Philadelphia, Lon-
don, Melboburne, Shanghai.

Pacific North-West District Secretary:—
Rev. Charles Thomson, home and office,
1464 Eleventh Ave. W. Vancouver, B. C.
Phone: Bay. 1681,
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