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the ability of his owner 35 a breeder and feeder) ::+
to brinyg hiim vut in fine show~condition, vet 1 ¢oa-
tCl\\l it 1S out of ])]Zl(‘e to offer a I)ri/(- for this a
the local fair. It has lost its eduvcationa! i
fluence and we want somethine new. As i
politics we want to cry “It’s time for a ctunus
and yell it loud and long throughout the lan
Let us get up tc date and make the annual tair
an educationu! event as it was originally intendedd
it should te. A step in advance !l alungz the
line is wanted. Somethin: new tu attain to—
hicher ideals in accordaace with present duv
truths and proygress.

It is ezsier to criticise than to suggest improve-
ment, because improvement in this case can only
be brought atout by acitation and education
along new lines. At present the framing of a
prize list is a thankless task and any upsetting of
present plans must he gone about 1n a carefal wayv
or those who have heen in the habit of receiving a
share of the spoils will lead orposition that mav
upset everything. It is strange, you know, how
we cling to habits and customs of our forefathers.
In the first place it is necessary for the directors to
thoroughly understand local needs and then de-
cide how best the fair can be made to help by
educational methods to bring about a fulfilment
of these needs.

The following suggestions along the various
lines of work may be helpful.

Live Stock:—At most fairs all prizes for pure
bred animals can be cut out. Leave this to the
big fairs. It is no longer necessary to demon-
strate the superionity of these breeds. We are
past that stage now and it is a business proposition
which should stand on its own merits. The
survival of the fittest in this case can be fought
out at the big shows. The owners of this class of
stock might, however, be given free entrance to
the vrounds, if thought advisable, so the people
can compare animals and make a selection.

Prizes mirvht be cuntinued in the erade classes
as at present because we have frequently seen
these classes much superior to the pure bred ones.
Here is where the educational effect will be
noticed. In no case would I allow an animal
that has won a nrize in one class to show again
in the same class next year. I do not mean to
debar a vearling showing as a two-vear-old the
next season. This would, I think, encourage new
exhibitors to come out because 1t would be
known that no excellent animal would he there to
scoop the prize year ufter vear. I would also
have classes for exhibitors that have never shown
an animal before or that had never won a prize.

Bv havine fewer classes and only grade animals
the judees could supplement the work of the
stock-judyving schools by taking time to explain
fullv the reascns why they nlace the ;u‘.mx;}';s as
they do without injuring the value of the animals.
The judging would thus he a kind of stock-jadging
school and @ practical  demonstration.
Competitions in practical judeing of classes of
micht be opened for men, vouny men and
bovs. This would supplement the work of the
Gock-iudeine schools.  In this way if the judges
‘(\ll«;\<‘("(l, si{'itn; their placing and reasous, the
educational benefits would ke derived.

stock

oreatest

[ would cut out herd prizes and ail sections
that tended to duplicate.

[ would cat out all prizes for grade males. Al
stallions shovld be enrolled under the Horse
Breeders’ Ordinaiice before they can wirt a prize

Owners of sires might ke enconraged to Jive
special prizes for the get of Lheir respective an:-
mals.

Cut out the general purposc class in he i % 3
insert a miscellaneous class with power to the
iloe to place the animals in theiwr proper lass
rosts a good prize for those who have

'l‘}wi\‘ 1\‘"\ SU : 4
attended the stock-iadeing schools, that 1s a mot
lev cliss of horses, one containine all Jdass ol types
whi. h the vontestants must sort ont and ¢ Tassity
C "".illj,i to type.

(lisses should be arranged according ot
rathor +han weizght, making two Wlivisiuns wher
1ec :"\'in«HIC.(‘l.’{,\\d«\ yrdine 1o weight. .l hert
iS I work 1o be done by suchy 11

recent one in Jdefinine myre tl
‘;’!Lig\'('\.
he live stock classes, the it 3 |
nderstand the needs of the distr
¢ the prize list accordingly, DN ’
lasaes for. which the leewity 15 Suite
Rize in those items which are non-es
neourave the essontial S.
Wtrv  Classes:—The time ¢

re fair is held is not

i

THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE

out a fine exhibit. The summer fairs come at
an «tl scason for the older birds and iust a Ittle
tco socn for the voung ones. Therefore prizes
should be reduced for the older birds and an effort
M to encourage the early hatching and devel-
pment of the young chicks.  This has a double
esson, 1t brings the chicks on the market early
and provides winter lavers.

The utility breeds should be encouraced if
there is to be the development along the }ines
ot supplying the market for dressed fowl. Don't
be tempted to give a prize for all the breeds re-
presented in the district.

Spieciul effort shou'd be miade to brine cut cocd
entries of dressed poultry at the fall fairs. . Prizes
micht be offered for crate fattened poultry and
demonstrations made of the methods of fattening
by the (rate system, as well as the proper miethods
of killing, plucking and preparing for market.
Why shouldn’t the society spend some money cn
this line of work? It is educational and will do
the communmity more good than the same muney
thrown away in a useless prize  Plucking con-
tests would bLe instructive as well as amusing.

More attention should be given to prizes for
ezgs, both according to color and size.  An educa-
tional exhihit migkt be made of eggs classified ac-
cording to market requirements.

Grains and Grasses:—For a country growing so
large an amount of vrain. the classification is
unsatisfactory and the amount of money out of
proportion to. the importance of the subject.
The sections should be developed in accordance to
the district. The idea suggested in connection
with the live stock ¢lasses could be used here, that
18, rizes for those who had never won before, the
idea beiny to ‘tuterest those who have not been
miterested before. Note should be taken of all
attemnpts to introduce new varieties, or tu develop
carly maturing varieties.

The usual way of describing grain is a$ short as
possible—two bushels of spring wheat, etc. Don’t
be afraid to use printers’ ink. If a little more
specification were added of what is wanted, it
would improve the prize list and assist the judges
as well. Prizes should be offered for a greater
variety of sheaves of grain and grasses, but the
size of the sheaf should be specified together with
other hints about putting up the sheaves. This
would tend to greater uniformity in the exhibit.
Special encouragement should be given to bring
out exhibirts of home grown seed of alfalfa and
other clovers and new varieties of grasses.
It is from this source that we are going to gcet a
start along these lines. All grain and grass seed
should be shown in clean sacks of the same make
—even if it is necessary for the society to supply
them. »

Vecetables:—Everyone knows the country is
famous for its vecetables. At the summer shows
it is hard to get out any kind of an exhibit: then

developed in every way possible.

' 1923

why not encourage the growing of them in hot-
beds or cold frames? At the fall fairs more
sheuld be done to bring out the essentials required
i a good veeetaltle of the various kinds. How
often one style ot vegetable wins a prize one vear,
and another another vear. Lducation is wanted

More attention should be paid to flowers.
Prizes should be offered for individual plants.
because many people have cood single plants
that cannot make a collection of three or six.

Fruit culture should be encouraced because
all the small fruits do well.  There is vet much t«
learn : but if more of it were erown it would greatly
improve the average farm home. and it 1S there-
fore worthy of euncouravemn:ent.

'thi L:‘llln‘x Interest:—1I have purposely left
ﬂn\ td the last, because, though not the most
mmportant Ircm a farmer’s Smlld[mitn. vet where
would the fair be if it were not for the ladies”
T'hey have a part in this work that must be re

: , (9} L
nized : that must be encouraged, and th

at must b
i ) ¢ Preserving
fruit, baking, fancy work, and all utilitv work
must. be encouraged along progressive lines
L‘o_nkmjr demoenstrations, and even contests of
this nature would interest. Butter-making com-
petitions  would also interest. l

This article would be incomplete without some
referem_"e to sports; but as the subject is to be dis-
cussed 1n another paper I will pass it with a few
words.  The sports need not be expensive: but
need to be original. A horse-race confined to
farmers’ sons, and to horses never in a race hefore
will make as good sport us a professional race.
Haruessing and unharnessing races, potato races.
and things of that sort are just as cood as more
expensive affairs.

The prize lists should be hand-books of inform-
aton. Where new classes are introduced the
object sought should be defived and some hiuts
¢iven about preparing exhibits and what is ex
pected will be brought out.  Our prize lists are
tou often short in their descrijitive matter in
manyv cases.

The farmers are hungry for informaticn. an
there is a great opportunity for societies ‘o supply
this information. The differenice so apparent
1s because of the lack of any educational value in
the annual fair aside from the holiday aspect. \l
have tried to point out that the conditions hu\(",p
chanzed, and that the orize list and eceneral
method of operating a fair are out of touch with
present day conditions; are, in fact, obsolete. Let
us revise these things, and bring them up to date
Let us prut first things first, and make the fair the

success al 1influer.ce 1t houald b
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