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OUR EXCHANGES.

Protestantism is making rapid progress 
in Spain. There are now congregations 
in nearly all the principal towns, with an 
estimated attendance of 10,000. Over 
5/100 children attend the schools.

Thu widow of the Jewish Cologne bank
er, Baron Abw.baui von-Oppenbeim, who 
in 1870 gave the munificent sum ot £150,- 
000 tor the wounded, has handed £'30,0u0 
for a hospital for poor children of all con
fessions, in memory of her late husband.

At a recent examination for admission 
to the British Indian medical service, out 
of twenty-six successful candidates, nine 
were natives ot' India. A Mohammedan 
from Oudh passed fifth, closely followed 
by a Biahnnn from Bengal.
- The strength of six English-speaking 
religious bodies is estimated in round 
numbers as follows: Episcopalians, 17,- 
75U.0O0 ; Methodists, 14,000,000 ; Roman 
Cutbohcs, 12,500,00V; Presbyterians, 10,- 
000,000; Baptists, 8,000,000; Gongrega- 
tioualwts, 7,000,000.

In New York, recently, a jury of news
paper men recommended, as a means of 
reducing the number of suicides, the revi
val of the old French method of exposing 
the suicide’s body, and afterwards turning 
it over to the tender mercies of the medi
cine men.

A woman has been elected Lecturer of 
Modern Literature in the University of 
Wooster. Ohio. She ie Mias Irish, the 
translator of several volumes of German 
literature. She has had entire charge of 
the foreign correspondence of Secretary 
Carl Schurz, during Hayes’s administra
tion.

In the Presbyterian Church, North and 
South, the candidate» for the ministry and 
the licentiates are decreasing in number. 
In 1877 they numbered in both churches 
1,242 v in 1880 they were 1,109. If the de
crease goes on in the same proportion the 
danger of an overcrowded" ministry will 
eoon be a small one.

A Washington telegram reporta that 
in remodeling the White House during the 
absence of President Hayes and his family 
on the Pacific coast, the billiard-room has 
been demolished, and now forma part of 
the conservatory. This is another form of 
dissipation banished from the Presidential 
residence.—N. T. Advocate. t

The empire of Jspsn has concluded 
Contract with L. W. Mason,late superinten
dent of mnsic in the schools of Boston, to 
introduce the American system of musical 
instruction into that country. Arrange
ment» are making at Tvkio, on the most 
liberal scale, to furnish the means and 
appliances needed in the lmeof Mr Mason’s 
profession.

The largest orchard in the world is pro
bably that of Robert McKinstry, of Hud
son, N. Y. It contains more than 24,000 
apple-trees, 1,700 pear, 4,000 cherry, 500 
peach, 200 plum, 200 crab-apple trses, 15.- 
U0O vines, 6,000 currant-bushes, and 500 
chestnut-trees. Tbe apple-crop of 1878 
on tbe farm was 30,000 barrels.

Conference and

A ma & who bad been sway in the Arctic 
region s for some four years, engaged in 
whali ng, landed at Dundee Wishing to 
hear the gospel preached he entered one 
of ‘.be churches. When he came ont one 
of his mates asked him. ‘Well, Jack how 
'.lid you like the sermon ?” ‘O,’ be replied, 
“ it was a nice sermon enough ; bnt there 
was no harpoon in it.’—Religiout Telescope.

Rev. Dr. Gordon says of the revival in 
Boston in connection with the labors ot 
Messrs. Moody and Sankey, that he knew 
of fifty men redeemed from sin and intem
perance, twenty-seven of whom were in 
his church. In regard to the expense con
nected with building tbe tabernacle, to 
which some made objection, one of the 
converts had since given $50.000 for the 
advancement of tbe gospel, and another 
had given as much more.

Tbe colored Baptists of Texas, Arkan
sas, and Northern Louisiana, numbering 
about 100,000, have determined to arise 
and build a college for the education of 
ministers and teachers, in the city of 
Marshall, Texas. They arc making a vig
orous and successful effort to raise $10,- 
000 for this purpose among themselves, 
and they are hoping that a like amount 
may be contributed through the American 
Baptist Home Mission Society.

Years ago Sir Frederick Gray founded 
the Home of Rest at Sunninghill, Eng
land. a lovely spot near Windsor Castle. 
He gave the site, sketched the ground 
plan, and collected a large part of the 
funds. Death put an end to hie useful
ness, but Lady Grey completed tbe work, 
and last July the Primate opened tbe 
Home, It is for overworked girls and 
women—not those actually sick, bnt those 
to whom a fortnight’s holiday, under 
agreeable health-giving circumstances may 
prove to be invaluable.

The women are steadily coming to the 
front in the United States. Here is Dr. 
Alice Bennett in fall charge of the wo
men’s department in the Eastern Pennsyl
vania Horpital ; Dr. Mary Cleaves, super
intendent of the women’s department of 
tbe Harrisburg Asylum ; Dr. Jennie 
QilWi assistant 
Pleasant (Iowa) 
rev, assistant physician in the Danvers 
(Massachusetts) Hospital ; Dr. Bliza 
Phelps, at the new Iowa Asylum ; Dr. 
Helen Bieseil, at Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
and Dr. Emma Randall, at Pontiac, Mich
igan.

Carrent estimates of the number of 
Church livings advertised for sale in Eng
land vary greatly. An experienced agent 
pate the number annually offered at shout 
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mise that “ 19 per cent, of the entire livings 
in tbe Church—«boat 13,000, If ell be tak
en ; about 7,900, if only thoee in private 

be referred to—are in some way 
every year. The truth 

probably lies between these two extreme 
estimates. It thoee exchangee, which are 
really sales in disguise, be included, per- 
haps the annual average will not be far 
from one for every day in tbe year.

Chicago h.is a floatirg hospital for poor 
mothers with young children. There ie 
an awning wer the wharf, which extends 
so far out int i the lake as constantly to 
catch the co<-i breezes. A lady physician 
is in attend»» e throughout the day. A 
kindly-looking, matronly woman sits and 
ladles ont nie- fresh milk for the children, 
all that they may desire. The mothers 
bring their own lunches and their sewing 
or knitting wurk. There they take the 
boat and steam away two miles or more. 
Some mothers come back on the same 
boat—thus spending only one hour. The 
boat makes four trips a day.

forward as the

We go through the

Dr. Pusey has come 
! champion of the orthodox belief, in reply 

to the ( hallenge of Dr. Farrar in his 
meet wiTh Methodists who say, our fam.ly “ Eternal Hope.” Dr Farrar admits that 
™ - mightily split up” one a Baptist, an- it clear, a good deal of ground, and many 
other a CauipbeUite, a third ” believing in others w.U thmk that it clears a wider
nothing, ’ but leaning towards tbe Ep.scc- scope than the canon recognises. While nuiumg, b / , tv.. Pusey has, we regret to say, strong□aliaus. By cW enquiry it wilt be found ur. jrusej ........  /L.jJpalians. By clo«e enquiry 
that there bas been uo Methodist litera- 
tuie m that family.—Richmond Advocate

*• I wish this steamer to be maintained 
on the Congo, and its affluents, until Christ 
and his salvation shall be known all along 
the Congo, from Stanley Pool to tbe first 
càtaiacts of the Congo, beyond tbe mouths 
of the Arzzwimi ana Mebura rivers.” So 
said Mr. Artkington te the English Mis
sionary Society on presenting them with 
a steamer.

Premonition of a storm is often given 
in the falling of a branch from a tree. 
During a camp meeting servies at Hanni
bal, Mo., recently, a heavy beech limb fell 
upon a tent when the sky was clear and 
there was no wind, bnt a heavy storm 
soon followed. Farmers tell ns of numer
ous falls of trees and limbs in the stillness 
that precedes great storms of wind and 
rain.

The mortality of insurance companies 
in the past fifteen years ie quite as •ti
ling as that of railroad compan es. Of 
107 in New York State in 1865, only sixty- 
four remain, and twenty-one of the thirty- 
eight since organized have passed away. 
Twenty-two of these were wrecked by the 
Chicago fire. In Massachusetts only 
seventy-two companies survive of 199 
chartered during the past century.—The 
Spectator.

leanings to Popery, we are bound to admit 
he has ever maintained a formidable front 
against scepticism in every form. In one 
of the twelve propositions in which he 
sums up his belief, he says “God the Holy 
Ghost visits every soul which God has 
created, which will be judged, as it did 
or did not respond to the degree of light 
which He bestowed on it, not by onrmak- 
ims but by the wisdom and love of Al
mighty God.”—Irish Evangelist.

The fact of a Hornellsville Presbyterian 
minister having lately brought suit against 
an estate for $50 for funeral expenses and 
recovering tbe amount, has called forth a 
great deal of hostile criticism. The real 
circumstances of the case are these : A 
wealthy man, previously living in the 
country, died. The family wanted the 
iunerai on Sunday, and also wanted the 
minister in question. He gave up his ap
pointments for that day, hired a carriage 
and went. Nothing was said about remu
neration for some time, and a bill was sent 
for $25, covering his Sunday’s salary and 
team hire, and the bill was refused pay- 
ment. So for bill and damages the suit 
was brought for $50. It seems that the 
man was not in the habit of hiring a pew 
nor paying for preaching, and the family, 
depending on tbe Christian graces of tbe 
minister, concluded he could ‘ work for 
nothing and board himself.’

said, “ not for the propagation of a creed, 
but for the preservation of society.” He 
expressed a desire, also, to become a per- 
eonal participant in the spiritual truths 
taught by Protestants.

Foot months after this, as the pastor 
of the Proteetant Church, in the city of 
Troyes, closed his discourse upon “ The 
Dying Vision of Stephen,” a young man 
aroee m the congregation, and coming to
wards the pulpit, requested the privilege 
of speaking. It was Reveillsod. Having 
obtained leave, he said in substance : " My 
brethren, I desire to bear witness to the 
Holy Ghoet, and to declare that there ie 
an invisible and supernatural world, not 
known by the senses, bnt apprehended by 
fa*th and heavenly grace. Last night it 
pleased the Holy Spirit to reveal Himeelf 
to me and to give me that baptism in 
which, according to the promise of the 
Soripturee, we become the children of the 
Father and joint heirs with Jesus Christ. 
By this baptism,” he continued, “ I have 
been born again, and have put off the old 
man with the lusts of the flesh. I feel the 
grace, tbe power, the love of God. I have 
entered into the invisible Chnrch of 
Christ. I am converted. I am saved.” 
Relating m detail tbe wonderful incidents 
of his supernatural spiritual birth, he ex
horted all present to seek and accept 
Christ. Since then he has moved to and 
fro, preaching the glad tidings of a Gos
pel that bad saved him, and dedicating his 
life to the work of evangelizing his coun
trymen.

Happy France, with such a flaming 
evangelist! It is just what she needs. 
Bnt we want the same baptismal birth of 
the Holy Spirit here just as vitally as 
does France. We are discussing pnlpit 
gifts and modes of administration, how 
to reach the masses, or to call the multi
tude to the churches. Here is the answer. 
When the Holy Spirit fell upon the com
pany at Jerusalem, tbe mnltitndes rushed 
to the upper room where Peter was about 
to preach. * * * * The preacher
must stand up as did the young journa
list to bear witness of the Holy Ghost. An 
effusion of tbe divine power would make 
our sermons like the tongues of 
oui prayers and experiences overwhelming 
in their convicting force. There is a sin
gular reluctance to confess to ourselves 
our iœpoten J in this work ot Christianiz
ing our fellow-men. We are full of human 
devices to catch the eye, to charm the ear, 
and to fascinate the imagination. We 
succeed in drawing crowds, perhaps. We 
awaken admiration ; we make the house 
of God popular ; we may move tbe sensi
bilities and induce the half persuaded, but 
still worldly-minded to unite with the 
Church ; but this thoroughly melting, re
newing, crucifying, consecrating work of 
tbe Holy Spirit, bow little of it is seen in 
our modern church work ! This is what 
we need. Reveilland said, in tbe inter
view at tbe pastor’s in Paris, that when he 
stood up before an audience and simply 
•poke as his own mind might lead him, 
he seemed to produce no effect ; but when 
be earnestly prayed for the presence and 
aid of toe Spirit before preaching, and 
threw himself in human helplessness upon 
the divine Arm, a manifest power attend
ed the Word.—Zioat Herald.

FATHER CCRCI.
Hojw Rome crushes every head info one 

Hat—that a very small one, and then seeks 
to make capital out of the divisions of Pro- 
testaatiem, which are the simple and not 
unhealthy result of different views upon 
minor points of doctrine, the case of 
Father Curci well shows That priest’s 
outspoken words respecting the “ tempoi - 
al power" made Ruine nervous, and pro. 
cared for him special attentions from the 
Vatican, bnt later words occuring in the 
introduction to his translation of tbe New 
Testament, have caused him to eee that 
Rome no more permits freedom of speech 
now than she did three hundred years ago, 
though her means for enforcing “unan- 
mity” are less effective, A correspondent 
of the Pall Mall Gazette, who has visited 
Father Curci at Naples writes :

“ I tried to ascertain how the Father’s 
affairs stood at the present moment, know
ing that he had had some prospect of fa- 
vof, on the accesion of Leo XIII. Cardi
nal Franchi invited him to Rome ; Mon 
signor Pecci, the Pope’s brother, not then 
a cardinal, though he resided in tha Vati
can, invited him ho share hie apartments, 
veiling him His Holiness counted the 
hours until he should embrace him. But 
a month of hours passed, and the Pope 
never dared receive him, save by secret 
lobbies, and without passing through tbe 
official ante-chamber, where Monsignor 
Macchi kept watch and’guard. Neverthe
less, when the Father’s first volume of the 
New Testament, prefaced and annotated, 
was published, the Pope dictated to 1)>8 
private secretary a most flattering letter 
to the author, and ordered four copies to 
be sent to him openly, destined as a pre
sent to his beloved seminary at Perugia, 
la this letter he expressed hie hope that 
the Father’s troubles were ended, and en
couraged him to continue bis work : and 
hearing that he intended to retire to hie 
native city of Naples, recommended him 

archbishop. Now Padre Curci

in modern times of Catholic 
owing in large measure to the prohibition 
of the Bible to the people. He insists 
upon the neoeseity of studying the New 
Testament, and naturally hoped that tbe 
Pope would encourage such study among 
Italian Oatholioe. Vain delueion! Tbe 
Renben-like Pontiff, influenced by the 
enemies of Padre Curci, bat suffered his 
New Testament to enter etill-born into the 
Catholic werld, so that the magnificent 
edition remains unsold at Rome, as at 
Turin. The most curious part of the af
fair is that the Father hae been sent to 
Coventry by High Churchmen. Low 
Churchmen, by Jeeuite, all alike. Not 
four priests turn to greet him out of the 
3,000 that parade the streets of Naples. 
Tbe other day, when he paid one of his 
rare visite to the Duomo, a fat, burly, 
loud-voiced priest sang out in tbe cathe
dral itself : * Halloa, Father, how does it 
pay to preach against tbe temporal power ?’ 
The Father vouchsafed no answer; but 
the words told home. Clearly, he counts 
on poverty and misfortune for restoring 
purity to the church and people of its fold. 
As the Pope has allowed him to perform 
mass, he hoped that tbe right to preach 
would be restored to him.”

THE WESLEYAN MISSION IN CHINA
On tbe afternoon of Sunday, tbe 11th of 

July, our Hankow Chapel presented a very 
encouraging appearance. On the front 
seat sat five men, of whose baptism I will 
speak by-and-bye. On the second seat sat 
Mr. G. H. Cooke, of Portsmouth, a warm 
heai ted Methodist, and an officer on board 
her Majesty’s ship Mosquito. It so seldom 
happens that we receive the visit of a Me
thodist layman that when we have the 
pleasure of doing so we feel bound to make 
aj note of it. Behind Mr. Cooke sat tbe 
adult male portion of our congregation- 
on this occasion a very good one. To the 
minister’s right sat the wives of the mis
sionaries, with the female members and 
Visitors, and behind them about thirty-five 
girls belonging to tbe day school. The 
left side of the chapel was fully occupied 

fire and by about forty scholars belonging to our 
* hoys’ day school. On the platform or

rostrum (fur we discard pulpits in China) 
stands tbe communion table, having a 
fair white linen cloth upon it, adorned 
with a very neat communion 
somebody’s gift if I remember rightly. 
Near by, on a small table, stands tbe beau
tiful little marble font, given to tbe writer 
■t Scarborough by Mrs. Marris, wife of 
the Rev. W. J. Marris, now of Halifax.

Tbe service was in tbe bands of tbe 
Rev. J. W. Brewer ; but, as the candidates 
to be baptized were members on trial in 
my class, at bis desire I baptized them. 
Arranging them before tbe communion- 
fail in tbe order of seniority, I had on my 
ngbt hand, first Lin Tung San, sixty-four 
years of age. One of a family of nine 
members, like many of bis country-men, 
be lives some distance away from home. 
He is in business at Hankow as a bean- 
curd seller : beancurd being an article of 
food of daily consomption by the Chinese. 
A tall pleasant looking old man, he is evi
dently very sincere in his faith, through 
as yet only partially informed of the truth.

i F or years be has resolutely abandoned 
i all faith in idolatry.

Next to L;m ^tandis Fu Chivh Yum, 
aged 62. He is in a very small way of 
business, keeping a stall in the street for 
the sale of sundries of all sorts. The only 
member of hie family still living ie a eon. 
aged 26 years, who ie serving in one of 
the large Mohammedan butcher’s shops 
in the citv. This old man has gained a 
very fair knowledge of the Gospel, and is 
apparently a keen and sincere seeker after 
truth. When asked if it were his habit to 
pray to God daily, he replied, “ Not daily 
merely, but constantly; when I am at 
leisure my heart silently prays." Next to 
him stands Ren Yow Hen, 46 years of 
age a tailor by trade, whose wife and child 
have been for sometime members of the 
Chnrch. As guileless a man as one could 
find, he seems to be th iroughly in earnest 
and is certainly a man of great faith. 
For instance, he firmly believes that, in 
answer to his wife’s prayers, both she and 
her child were cared of certain diseases 
which afflicted them some time ago, and 
that his trade has been greatly increased 
by the same means. I have known sever
al oases of this sort, showing that Chinese 
Christians have great faith in the power 
of prayer.

The next man is Mao Huei Wu,a black
smith aged thirty-four. He, too. has for 
years abandoned the worship of idols, and 
has attended the Christian ministry at in
tervals for a long time. He is a very can
did and open-hearted man, and has ac
quainted himeelf pretty thoroughly wish 
the fundamental truths in religion. Un
fortunately he is in a delicate state of 
health, and his tenure of life will not pro
bably be long. 1 The same may be said of 
Tsang Tao Yah, the last of the five. He 
is a young man of twenty-two, and is suf
fering from an affection of thechest, which 
will probably only give him a short lease 
of lire. By trade a tailor, he is an intelli
gent man, and has made himself familiar 
with the element* of Christian doctrine.

I can say respecting these fire men what 
hae seldom been my privilege to say of so 
many at onoe, that I have no doubt of the 
sincerity of any one of them. Since some 

and the rest of the*» m
irch

enough for ne if, through our imperfect 
instrumentality, they gain admittance 
into the kingdom of heaven. Reader, will 
you not gladly join us in the prayer that 
theee five men may be preserved faithful 
unto death, and that by their godly fives 
they may be tbe means of bringing many 
others into the Chnrch which they them
selves have eo recently entered P

RIGHT WORDS.
The Methodist chaplain at the Cur- 

rag h Camp, Ireland, fnrnishee this inci
dent to the Irish Evangelist, when writing 
about the annual drill.

Our beautiful Church, which some tar 
seeing and economically prudent people 
blamed tor being built so extravagantly 
large, wae quite full at our parade services ; 
and eo hearty was the singing of our Wes
leyan soldiers that a veteran artillery offi
cer, whose clasps and medals betokened 
that his ears had not always been accus
tomed to Æ dian sounds, exclaimed, when 
Coming from one of our services, “ The 
singing was grand ! why, it seemed to 
strike like thunder against the gable of 
the church!" And this, too, without any 
instrument to aid it. Of course our friend 
who had brea privileged mutely in com
mon with the congregation with which he 
worsbipped;to listen to the praises of God 
played and sung by a good bond and nice 
little choir elsewhere, was not accustomed 
to the vulgar singing of our Methodist 
hymns. Anyhow, our pleading though 
simple psalmody on this occasion awoke 
an echo of right earnest praise in hie 
heart, and seemed to lift bim a little near
er heaven. Might not some of our much- 
to-be-pitied friends, who are falling out 
with old-fashioned Methodist worship, and 
whining and pining after the dilettante 
furors and brass and tinkling chimes of 
some other Churches, with some little pro
fit lay this thing to heait?

This incident reminds us of singing we 
once heard in Staffordshire, at a Confer
ence Temperance meeting, when Rev. T. 
B. Stephenson on the platform started one 
of Arnold’s grand old tunes to “ A charge 
to keep I have” and tbe Methodist congre- 

service— gation caught up tbe song in such style 
as to make us think of “ the voice of many 
waters." Methodist congregation» are 
giving up to choirs their right to praise 
God, at a heavy sacrifice of attractive 
power. _

Mr Alexander Donaldson, a respected 
Elder of the United Presbyterian Church. 
Scotland, has recently gone to Paris to 
labor in connection with Mr. McAll s 
mission in that city.

In 1845 tbe English and American mis
sionaries in China assembled in Hong 
Kong, and numbered twelve. In Hong 
Kong they had six converts. At tbe pie 
sent time there are in China 240 Protes
tant missionaries, 90 principal missionary 
stations, 500 out-etitions,and some 12,0» 
or 14,000 Chinese communicants.
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