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1 may be asked whether 1 am not
somewhat {mprudent in gpoaking 80

frankly of Methodlsts hopes of gaining
eventual control of this country.

only wish I was. If Methodism could
be irritated by remarks upon her
schemes of domination, there would be
more hope of frustrating them. But
she is perfectly secure of the future

and therefore pertectly amiable.

spoke frankly enough nineteen years
ago, in the Bibliotheca Sacra, but I
have never had the slightest reason to
suppose that my remarks were thought
to require notice, much less that they

aroused any serious displeasure.

man who attacks Mathodism in this
country is like that Roman knight
under Tiberius who tried to run off to
the Parthians. He was soon over-
taken, but his attempt was viewed a8
so utterly fautile that even that jealous

emperor took DO further notice of it.

1 will therefore go on with some added
{llustrations, advertising my readers
that I mean to pay just as much and
just a8 little attention to facts and
proofs a8 s ususl in getting forth the
designs of Rome upon Cslambla’s
happy land. Not having an suthentic
and reliaple ghost at hand, let us do

the best we can witha conspiracy.

A clergyman who for a number of
years held & leading Congregational
pastorate in Michigaa, asgures me that
all the patty offices in that State are
beld as & provision for euperannuated
Methodist ministers. It is no wonder,
then, that & bill was brought up a few
years ago in the Michigan legialature
for removing crosses from all churches
and bnrylng-grounda. However, as
reflaction showed that this would strike
not only at the Catholics, but also at
the Episcopalians and Lutherans, and
even more or less at the Congregation-
lists and Presbyterians, {t proved too
much for even the united forces of
Methodist and Masonic fanaticiem to
carry through. If Michigan could set
up for herself, she might very possibly
pass such a law, but she is still a mem-

ber of the American union.

The Michigan Conference, &3 the
Tribune has pointed out, already be-
gins to dictate politically. It has di-
rected its ministers, if they would
avold severe ofti ial displeasure, to
vote the Prohibition ticket. The next
step will paturally be to express dis-
pleasure by expu'sion. The third
would be to command the laity tojoin
the same party on pain of excommuni-
cation. Now the present writer has
repeatedly voted the Prohibition
ticket, but what man or minister
that 18 worth his sa't would consant
to be dragooned lnto this by
church control ? As the Tribune says,
what an outcry there would be if the
Catholic hierarchy of America took any
guch action. Trues, my late valued
friend, Bishop Glimour of Cleveland,
was accused of acting in this way
against the Republicans, and he did
not deny it when I pleasnutly taxed
ulm with i1 ~ lattar. Yot T have
pever heard that the Bishops of his
province, not to say of the whole coun-
try, sustained him in such action.
There were great laments in Protest-
ant papers over Dr. Gilmour’s political
despotism ; I hope the church jiurnals
are equally severe upon the Michigan

L wmii it

Annual Conference.

No doubt this Conference hopes yet
to carry the General Conference with
it. Here, however, the forces of sanity
and tolerance are still much too strong,
and there s good hope that they will

remaln 80.

I have heard it eald that {n Indiana
the best thing a rising politician can
do for himself 18 to join the Mothedist
church, 1t was this which, some forty
years back, carried into the Berlln
legation Mr. Wright, on whose utter
unfitness for such & place I have
heard German gentlemen of the first
standing in Naw York gcornfully re
mark. However, the Indiana Methodists
have shown that they can value 87
ludianian who was & Presbyterian
elder. Nor do I believe the stories
abont Prestdent Grant's brother-in-law,
the IR yv. Mr. Cramer, whom he sent to
Copenhagen. The great Bishop Mar
wensen, of that city, in his latters
describes Mr. Cramer a8 & worthy
though commonplace man, which ha
ceriainly would not have done had

Cramer given soclal seandal.

Even had these stories about Cramer
been true, they would merely have
shown, what needed no showing,
General Graut's utter indiffarence, out-
side the army, to the uufitness or un-
worthiness of his favorites, not to say
of his kindred. Babean, and Babcock,
and Tom Muarphy, or indsed the heroes
of the Whisky Trust may have been
worshipers of John Weeley or of King
Gambrinus ; it would have made no
difference to Grant. They were his
flatterers and sycophants, and this
merit, in his view, covered the multi-

tude of elns.

Grant's speech at Dag Molnes, how-
ever, in which he endeavored to make
up for the lack of a solid reason for
giving him & third term by kindling
the people to & crusade agalost the
Catholics, because these hesitate 10 Bay
that our Public schools are infallible,
bears the imprint of the Maethodist
Bishops as plainly a8 {f his friend
John P. Nawman had stood at hisel-
bow. Indeed, he may have done Eo,
for all that I remember. I can not
understand why Blshop 0'Connor,
after having accused this speech of
being prompted by the Bishops, should
have revoked b8 charge. He carried

hie charity to excess.
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