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Some Notes I

OME time
New York ‘“‘Sun’’

some lengthy editorial
Schools.”’ Of course, the
dealt with  the matter from the Am-
erican educational point of view, and
especially in regard to the Catholic
Church. The theory of the “‘Sun’’
was simply that it was ‘‘a dangerous
question,”” and should not be raised.
The ““Sun’s’’ article brought forth a
great number of letters; all of them
were important, and no two of them
treated the subject from the same
standpoint; but the combination of
them all might be considered a pret-
ty exhaustive treatise. It is not
my intention to refer in a special
manner to all these letters; but there
is one which I desire to analyze, for
the very good reason that it contains
matter applicable in a special way
to this country and in general to
the whole of Catholicity. Before I
touch upon that letter, I wish to ac-
centuate a few facts and advauce a

few arguments on the subject as a
whole.
THE CONSTITUTION. — What is |

said of the Constitution of the Unit-
ed States may be equally said of all
other constitutions—especially in new
countries. Against the demand of the
Catholic Church for relief from tax-
ation, or State aid, it is argued that
the Constitution prohibits the grant-
ing of any such request. Yet the Con-
stitution may be amended. It is not
a cast-iron machine that is inadapt-
able to the changed conditions of the
country. When the framers of that
Constitution separated the American
colonies from England, they did so
on the broad ground that injustice
of a burden upon the people justifies
that people in declining to obey the
power or abtide by the laws that gov-
ern them. On that same principle, if

subject of ‘‘Religion and the
com-
paper

BAISING A DANGEROUS QUESTION

last March the / This point he develops more fully
published

i - BY CRUX.”

later on. Then, having expressed
admiration for the American educa-
tional system, he wishes to point
out the paramount danger that it
contains, and in so doing he inci-
dentally gives us this piece of infor-
mation :—

““The Israelites 'before the Chris-
tian era taught only in the family,
Rome and Greece had no public

school system under the State. Un-
der Christianity the Church took the
place of the parent. Then the State
stepped in. All over Europe wher-
ever the State teaches, it teaches or
encourages and aids religion in the
schools, except in France, and there
it teaches imorals, such as they are.
In Germany and Great DBritain it
opens the school door to all denomi-
nations.’’

EXPEL GOD AND MORALS. —
Thus he pictures the unenviable posi-
tion of the American State educa-

tion system in the presence of the
entire world :—
‘“In the whole world, our public

school alone has expelled God and
morals. I say expelled because it
was not always the theory or prin-
ciple of the American school that re-
ligion, or at least the semblance of

it be shown clearly that the Catho- .

lics of the United States suffer from
a burden of injustice imposed on
them by the State, it becomes their

right to demand either the amend-
ment of the constitutional laws, or
relief from all obligations towards

the State. The Constitution itself
provides for its own changes by the
provision in relation to amendments,
s0 that the State has at its disposal
the means of making what the Cath-
olics ask constitutional.

A DANGEROUS QUESTION.—The
constitutional aspect of the issue be-
ing thus made clear, we find that the
‘“Sun’’ falls back upon the plea, that
“‘it raises a dangerous question.”
‘All questions affecting the rights,
privileges, liberties and powers of
the jpeople and of the State, respect-
ively. are more or less dangerous. If,
then, it were wrong to raise, or to
discuss all questions of vital inter-
est to sections of the people, simply
because they were considered to be
dangerous, the result would simply
be a drifting into the most confused
and confusing,of all waters—into a
regular political chaos. I would not
say that questions of a vital and
ticklish nature should be raised, at
all times, in season and out of sea-
son: but when a supreme act of poli-
tical justice depends upon the raising
of a question, and when that ques-
tion affects in a most vital manmer
the interests of a vast and most im

portant factor, or elerent, of the
population, it would be both con-
free-

trary to the spirit of national
dom and that of modern democracy,
10 allow such a question to remain
untouched. Every-day momentous,
and dangerois c-estions arise, and
the soluticn of them make for the
good of the State and the greater
liberty of’ the citizens.

MR. WEBBER’'S LETTER.—There
are several exceedinglv important
points raised iu this letter, signed
by C. A. Webber, of Prooklyn. The
first indicates that the necessity of
religion in the schools is a matter
““far above the mere removal of any
burden unjustly carried by any
Church.’”” Godless schonls  consti-
tute the danger. As the writer says :

‘“There is a mpidly increacing and
‘widespraad alu-m less it inmiperil (he
nation. Certalnly a very prominent.
if not the dnmlnn.nt tone in numbers
f the spoken and written puiblic re-.
murks on the death' ol our lafe Pre-

the ery that anarchistic ; ulation is melting away before her
‘because of © our.. tmmbraltey. her

|

it, should be barred, witness until a
few years ago the reading of the
Bible. It was only through irrecon-
cilable differences as to what should
be taught that it was agreed to
teach nothing. No one contended
then that it was not necessary to
give some religious or moral tone to
the teaching. The danger of omlssion
was not then, is perhaps not yet gen-
erally realized.”

WHAT IS THE RESULT?—This is
decidedly a pertinent question. If
parents are relieved by the State of
the duty of teaching their children,
and if no morals and religion are
taught in the State schools, where
or from whom are the children to
learn cither religion or morals, or
both? Bvidently from no person.
Here are statistics, cited by Mr,
WebLer, which are far more signifi-
cant than some people may imagine.
He says :—

‘“What is the result with us? Pa-
rents relieved of the burden gladly
leave all to State. No morals or re-

ligion in State schools, who teaches:

either to most children? No one.
Statistics tell us that out of our
75,000,000 people, 23,000,000 are

churchgoers. 'Over 50,000,000 must
receive no training in morals or reli-
gion, nor their children either. Where
do they learn the difference between
right and wrong. Where the respect
due to authority and law until its
stern hand is laid on them? Who tells
them they shall not steal, they shall
not kill or they shall commit
adultery? The law, when it catches
them; The State teaches them to
read, an enlightenment of doubtful
value to the State when they have
no moral guide, especially in this
age of vicious literature and ‘yellow
teeming with immorality

not

journalism’

and dangerous doctrines. It teaches
them to write without placing the
moral restraint necessary to control
{heir writings, too likely to be per-
nicious. It teaches them to calcu-
late, alas. too often, to the over-
reaching of their fellowman. How pa-

tent must be the danger to State be-
fore it is heeded? How rampant must
anarchy become? Bishop Quigley of
Buffalo only the other day saved
many Catholic workingmen of that
city from joining its renks. He was
able to do so solely because of their
religious and moral training. Per-
haps the other 23,000,000 of church-
goers might be similarly restrained
by their Bishops. But who will re-
strain the 50,000,0002 How many
Brooks cases and Bedford district ex+
posures must we have? How many
Paterson cases? Are these exception-
al? Only in being made public.’”

TIRRELIGION I¥N FRANCE.—There
is an indictment every word of which
is atsolutely true, and every phrase
of which might be developed to a
limitless degree. Turning to the ex-
ample . of France, this sage writer
says :—

““France drove her religion out of
the schools and still pretends to
teach morals. F£he grinds her teeth

in bitterness to-day because her pop-

death-rate, and Naroleon’s

woman who bears the greafest num-
ber of sons for her country, no long-
er exists.”’

SAVE THE NATION.—The climax
of this admirable piece 6f reasoning
is to be found in the following para-
graph —

““Your columns have on several oc-
casions lately contained statistics
showing that in parts of this coun-
try the birth rate was alarmingly
decreasing among others than Cath-
olics, while with them their usual
and natural rate continued. Shall
we wait for France's fate? Who is
interested most, the Churches or the
State? Undoubtedly the State. The
churches cannot reach these 50,000,-
000 of people; the State may, in
time, through its schools. Thus alone
can it inculcate morals. It must in-
cite the churches to help or it must
inevitably perish. It is no longer a
question of meting out justice to the
parochial school and its supporters.
It is no longer a question of ‘main-
taining the public school system. It
is clearly and imminently a question
of the preservation of the nation. As
such it will be far more dangerous to
let the matter rest than to stir it
up and settle it right. It is a case
of replacing God in the schools, from
which he has been driven, or of see-
ing schools and State go down toge-
ther. The Constitution must be
changed. The people must be edu-
cated to see the necessity aud change
it.”

CONCLUSIONS.—I have given too
much space to Mr. Webber’s letter,
or rather to extracts from it, that I
have but little left for my own com-
ments. Still, it seems to me that
the chain of argument is sufficiently
complete and solid without addi-
tions or amplifications from my pen.
It is an appeal to the State to save
itself; to call in the necessary aid of
the Church to protect itself from
ruin, from anarchy, rampant immor-
ality, and all the influences that are
daily undermining its foundations. It
is a clear exposition of the patent
fact that the Catholic Church, with
her morals, her dogmas, her system
of education, and her discipline is
destined to be, yet, the sole safe-
guard, protection and salvation of
the American Republic. She drove
back ' the barbaric Goth from the
gates of Rome, and rescued Western
Europe from the night of savagery
that menaced to fall upon she land;
so will she drive back, and forever
check, even beneath the shadow of
the Capitol, the barbarism that is
fast invading the whole Republic
and threatening it with the fate of
Ancient Rome.

CONFIDENCE IN
OUR LADY.

At no time in the history of the
Church have the shrines of Our
Lady been so frequented and honor-

ed they are to-day. Though
Lourdes may be pre-eminent among

as

them for the vast throng of pilgrims
who congregate there, and for the
marvellous evidences of her favor
witnessed there almost daily, it

should not make wus overlook the
thousands of shrines and sanctuaries
still more venerable and quite as dis-
tinguished for the manifestations of
piety and confidence of her clients.

Intelligent people who know 1o
more than the .externals of our reli-
gion, all admire, if they do not feel
moved, to imitate this devotion to
the Mother of God. They appreciate
the spirit which prompts it, and its
influence ovr rlations to Al-
mighty God. They would blush to
repeat the anprchensicn of an  cuat-
worn prejucice that this recourse to
Our Lady less ns orr sense of de
pendcnce on God. They have le.rned
to res ect the religiovs celehrations
in her honer by immigrants 1o aue
shores from surnier clines, extrava-
gant thourh they mey seem's to us.
Statres of St. Mary the Visgin and
church's erocted under her paircn-
are £r» no !hng'r usrommon,
among our Epi copa'in f ien:
madorras of p:i ter:, trolv Catholic
in s iit. elicit the greatest admira-
tion in oir art gallerics and {he
Fighes* prices in ovr auction rooms.
This change of sentiment cannot ail
b» ex~laincd by the enlightenment or
liberality of the age; the constancy
of Catholic devotion has had much
to do with it, but without a doubt
Our Lady’s own influence _ has heen
the chief factor in bringing it about.
Although Ca'holics do not depend
on the attitude of non-Catholics to-
wards Our Lady for their own devo-
tion to her, s!ill it is gratifying to
witieérs this gredual but sure conver-.

on

her intercession. It is, unfortunately,
all too common to hear life-long
Catholics say, and that without ap-
parent regret, that they do not feel
specially drawn towards the Blessed
Virgin. Some converts, too, complain
of this, but usually, unlike their fel-
low Catholic defectives in this mat-
ter, they complain of it in terms of
self-reproach. In Catholics from
childhood, this lack of devotion
might be explained by the readiness
with which they take up everything
recommended to them as a devotion,
and thns distract their minds and
dissipate their emotions so as to be
unable to apply them to objects real-
ly worthy of devotion. Most of them,

however, as all the converts who
really lack devotion to Our Lady,
could account for this by the fact

either that they were not trained to
cultivate it when young, or that in
later life it was recommended to
them in a way to repel rather than
to attract their interest. Childlike
confidence is the chief thing needed
for devotion to Our Lady and this
is not easy to acquire in later life
without a thorough religious train-
ing at home and at school. It is not
enough to respect Mary as Mother
of Jesus, or to conceive a high re-
gard for her sanctity and preroga-
tives. Confidence implies trust in
the fidelity, belief in the power, and
reliance on the readiness of another
to help us by granting or obtaining
what we need. Confidence in the
Mother of God implies a disposition
to make known te her the most se-
cret needs and wishes of our hearts,
to invoke her aid, to obtain the fav-
or of her powerful intercession. It is
the highest expression of our filial
love for her to whom we become
sons by our brotherhood with Jesus
Christ. She loves us with a tender-
ness no words can express, with a
love that is not less for each one
personally because our number is
multiplied, and her love is so con-
stant that neither time nor absence,
nor our own indifference or ingrati-
tude can turn her from us. She is
all-powerful with God, “full of
grace,”” worthy of every divine fav-
or, and able to prove her love by
obtaining for us His choicest gifts.
It would be most ignoble in the sons
and daughters of such a mother to
limit their petitions to personal
needs. The Mother of Christ is Queen
in His Kingdom, and exercises the
queenly prerogative of intervening in
its affairs. To her Catholic tradi-
tion attributes the glorious distine-
tion of crushiug every error, by pre-
serving the faithful from heretical
tendencies, and by overcoming the
hostility of all who assail true doc-
trine. It needs but a superficial
knowledge of the history of Catholic
theology to enable us to recall how
time and again the fundamental dog-
mas of religion have been safeguard-
ed by teachings and devotional prac-
tices which illustrate the dignity of
the Virgin Mary. If to-day we have
the singular distinction of believing
in the divinity of Christ and in the
Holy Trinity, it is due in great mea-
sure to the action of the Council of
Ephesus in proclaiming Mary Mother
of God, to the devotion of the Ro-
sary, and to the invocation of Chris
tian Europe for her aid in the strug-
gles aguinst the Moslem. It is, there-
fore, a worthy proof of our confi-
dence in her to invoke her for the
gieat needs of the Church, and of
those, particularly, whom we desire
to have enter its fold.—Sacred Heart

Review.
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The necessity of circumstances
proves friends and detects enemips,
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Business Caras

TEL. MALN

T. F. TRIAEY,

Real Estate.

Farms.

INsURANOE. VaLvarions.

Room 33, Imperial Buildi:

107 8T. JAMES STREET,

Moneyto Lend on City Property and Improved

M. SHARKEY.

Real Estate and Fire Insurance Agen!

1340 and 1723 NOTRE DAMEST,,
Montreal.
Valuations made of Real Estate. Per.
sonal supervision given to all business,
Telephone Main 771,

KSTABLISHED 1864. .

G. O’BRIEN,

House, Sign and Decorafive Painter
PLAIN AND DECORATIVE
PAPER-HANBER.
Whitewashingand Tinting. Orderspromptiy

attended to. Terms moderate.
desiden~« 845, Office 547, Dorchester stroet,

oast of Bleury street. Montreal .
Bell Telenhone, Main 1405,

CARROLL BROCY.,

Registered PracticalSanitarians,
Pluambhers, Steam Fitters,
Metal and Slate Roofers

795 CRAIG STREET, near St. Antoine Stree
Drainage and Ventilation aspecialty.
CHARGES MODERATE. Telephone 1834

GONROY BROS..

228 Centre Street,

Practical Piumbers, Gas and Steam Fitters
ELECTRIC and MECHANICAL

BELLS, ate.
'T'el. Main 3552. Night and Day Services

TELEPHONE 3833.

THOMAS 0’CONNELL

Dealerin General Household Hardware, Faints
Oile,and a fice line of Wall Papers,

Cor, Murray and Ottawa

STREETS.
PRACTICAL PLUMBER,

GAS, STEAM and HOT WATER FIITER

H®UTLAND LINING, F1T§ ANY BT E
CHEAP,

orders promptly attended to.

charges. .-: A trialsolicited.

DANIEL FURLONG,

Wholesale and Retail Dealer in

GHOICE BEEF, VEAL, MUTTON and POBK.

54 Prince Artbur Street
Special rates for Charitable Institutione.
TeLEPEONE East 47.

T. J. O'NEILL,

Real ¢ Estate : Agent,
1S0 ST. JAMES STREET.

i=: Moderafe

Rents collected. Renting and repairing
attended to and included in commission.
Monthly returns of all collections. Special
attention given the property of non-resi-
dents

OHUROCH BELLS

Soczety Drrectosy,

s
A.0.H., DIVISION No. g,

the first and third \\ednesd.:
each month, at 1863 Notre %
street, mear McGil]. Officers
derman D, Gallery, M.p. p
dent; M. McCarthy, Vics frepr ™
Fred. J. Davlin, ~S
1528F Ontario
Treasurer;
Secretary,
Fennel, Chairman Stan
mittee; John O’ Donnell,

strect; [,
John Hukhes
strcet; M,
ding Con..
Marsha),

ST. ANN'S T. A. & B,

3 SocCI
established 1863 ~Rev. Dlreli:"tx‘uY
Rev. Father ¥lynn. Presldenv. o
Gallery, M.P.; Sec., o 10, e

625 St. Dominioue street ‘ililnu
Ryan, treasurer 18 St. Auuusl,J
street. Mecets on the Second § =
day of every month, in St Anu'vJ-
Hall, corner Younz and '()u_,\a:

streets, at 8.80 p.m

A.0.H. LADIES’ AUXILIARY,
vision No. 5. Organized Oct,
1901. Meeting are held on
Sunday of every month, at 4 p.m
and 8rd Thursday, at 8 pP.m. Mln
Annie Donovan, president; Mrs
Sarah Allen, vice—presulcn'., I\Ivgg-
Nora Kavanaugh, recording-secre.
tary, 155 Inspector streut. Misg
Emma Doyle, financial- Secretary
Miss Charlotte Sparks, treasure.
Rev. Father McGrath, chaplain, d

Di-
10th,
st

ST. PATRICK’S SOCIET
lished March 6th, 1856
ated 1863, revised 1864, M

eet,
S, PnLrlck 8 Hall, 92 s¢, ALlLe:a:an
der street, first Monday of the
month. Committee mects last Weq.

Y.—Estap.
» incorpor.

nesduy Officers : Rev, Director,
Rev, M. Callaghan, P.p. President
Hon Mr. Justice C. J, Doherty -
1st Vice, F. E. Devlin, M.D.: oyq
Vice, F. J. Curran, B.C, L.; Treas
urer, Frank J. Green, Correspon-
in Secretary, John Kahala; TRec-
ording Secretary, T. P. Tansey. :

ST. ANN'S YOUNG MEN’ S SOCIE-
TY organized 1885.—Meets in ite
hall, 157 Ottawa Street, on e
ﬂrst Sunday of each month, at
2.30 p.m. Spiritual Adviser, Rey.
E. Strubbe, C.SS.R.; Premdent,
M. Casey; Treasurer, Thomas
O’Connel; Secretary, W. Whitty,

ST. ANTHONY’'S COURT, C. 0. F.,
meets on the second and fourth
Friday of every month in their
hall, corner Seigneurs and Notres
Dame streets. A. T. O’Connell, C,
R., T. W. Kane, secretary.

ST. PATRICK'S T. A. & B. SO
CIETY.—Meets on the second Sup-
day of every month in St Pat-
rick’s Hall, 92 St. Alexander St.,
immediately after Vespers. Com-
mittee of Management meets in
same hall the first Tuesday of every
month at 8 pm. Rev. Father Mc
Grath, Rev. President; W. P,
Doyle, 1st Vice-President; Jno.
P. Gunning, Secretary, 716 St.Ap-
toine street, St, Henri.

C.M.B.A. OF CANADA, BRANCH
26.—(Organized, 18th November,

1873.—Branch 26 meets at St.
Patrick’s Ilall, 92 St. Alexander
St., on every Monday of each

mon?h. The regular meetings for
the transaction of business are
held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays
of each month, at 8 p.m. Spiritual
Adviser, Rev, M. Callaghan; Chan-
cellor, F. J. Curran, B.C.L.; Pre-
sident, Fred. J. Sears; Recording-
Secretary, J. J, Costigan: Finan-
clal-Secretary, Robt. Warren ;
Treasurer, J. H. Feeley, jr.; Medi-
cal Advisers, Drs. H. J. Harrison,
E. J. O’Connof and G. H. Merrill
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CHURCH BELLS

Chimes and Poais,
Best Buperior Copper snd iiu. Letuw prioa

altimore, Md.

MENEELY BELL GOMPANY

TROY, N.¥., and.
177 BROADWAY ,NEW YORK Csty3
Manufacture Superior CHURCH BELLS

'Il.l’! IlETg‘.I!ll FOUNBRY Estab. 1857,

ll-. Balll".v
m-o-l-n- w. VAIDI’IEN eo.
R AN UEEY ©

PURE GOLD }
Jelly Powder ¢

Joyfully, Quick,
Flavored with§

PURE 6OLD EXTRACTS

; Always’true
To Name !

SUPERIOR GCURT.

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC, District
of Montreal, No. 1,024, Dame Mary
Anne Thompson, of the town of St.
Paul in the District of Montree.,
wife of Alphonse N. Brunet, plaintiff,
vs. the said. Alphonse N. Drunet,
defendant.

Public notice is hereby given that
an action for separation of proper-
ty Aas been this day instituted be-
tween the above parties.

Montreal, April 2nd, 1902.

SMITH, MARKEY & MONT-

GOMERY,
Attorneys for Plaintifl.
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