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vergent tl
treat it, there ought to
be ne xble difficulty * in J.he
‘soluyion, it the question
ko 0‘ salt ‘'with on its merits and
| the atmosphute of pre-
judice and mutual distrust, The Am-
erican . people” have solved greater|
difficulties - than this. It would be
vain to'digguise the fact that the
vast majority of citizens are oppos-
the introduction of religious
ching into the schools, The real
question, however, is whether their
opposition .is justifiable. their posi-
tion temable; whether they can sus-
tain their opinion by argument, whe-
ther reason and experience will sup-~
port tneir contentibn, whether the
present system is founded on justice.

INCONSISTENCY OF IT. — The

" editor touches the root of the djffi-

culty when he suggests that those
who deal with the question ‘‘should
guide the discussion to questions of
principle rather than detail and in a |
spirit of reason rather than of nas-
sion.”” What e considers essential
is precisely what has not been done.
In fact, it is not quite clear that the
editor himself, whose fair minded-
ness  is above temper, shows the
requisite . judicial temper. - He savs
‘“in the United States public educa-
tion isunrestricted and universal and
wholly secular. It can never be made
otherwise,”” Whilst he is apparently
anxious for discussion he absolutely
closes every avenue by his last sen-
tence, ‘it can mnever be made other-
wise.”” If that be the case, what use
is  there attempting to harmonize
conflicting opinions? But why can it
never be made otherwise, ‘except be-
cause the majority are determined
that it shall be their way and no
other, and no notice shall be taken
of the reasonable protests of a re-
spectable minority who claim that
their clear rights are violated? The
majority. simply will not allow that
there is any possibility of their being
wrong, Sic volo, sic jubeo: stat pro
rationé voluntas. Why should thev
determine a priori that secularism
vure “and - simple is the emly right
method? No attempt hae been made
fo give any other plan a trial : pre-
conceived opinions have been allowed
to prevail; it has been accepted as a
foregone conclusion that secularism
alone is right and that things must
o on to the end just as thev ara
now, This indicates a narrow and
illiberal spirit.. out of barmonv with
American ideas of fair play.
CHRISTIANITY LOSING.—Cath-
olics have a well defined suspicion
ihat what stands in the way, is the
apprehension felt by manyv  Protest-
ants that Catholiés would derive
greater benefits than they, from any
concession to religious sentiment.
Some.would prefer to see a  whole
gereration growing up without reli-
gion, than that Rome should profit
by a new departure, If Protestantism
alone could profit, it would not be
long before a means would be found
to make religion a powerful factor
in educatign. The Catholic oepposes
the present system for the same
reason that the Protestant upholds
it, because:it' undermines the faith
of the Catholic child. The danger is
that Protestants will find out too
late that they have made a mistake
in not ‘allowing us to ‘be their allies
for the preservation of Christianity.
Ultimately they have more to lose
than we have. By means of our pri-
vate sthools and our stupendous sa.
crifices ‘we are holding oue peonle to-
gether; they are not, The most far-
seeing among them deplore ‘the re-

sults. They

10NS IN THE SCHOOLS

‘Bduca- | objection which militates against the

no'fault with the

union of Church and state, makes
the union of school and state just as
inexpedient.

THE MAJORITY RULE, — ‘' But
the majority rules: and the maioritv
wants no religion in the schools.’
Very well, if they want - that for
themselves lét them have it: but
they have no right to make persons
who cannot eonscientiously use them
pvay for such schools. The maiority
has no more right to inflict a wrone
than an individual has, There are
some matters in which the maioritv
has no rights whatever, It has no
right to select a religion for a man:
and for Catholics, education and re-
ligion are inseparably linked toge-
ther. It has no right to choose for
a man the wife who is to become the
mother of his children: but the teach-
er is simply the substitute of parent:
and if the majority has no rieht to
select the principal it has no right
to select the substitute. ‘‘Yes. but
education is necessary for the com-
mon good.’”’ So is religion: whv are
we not. taxed to support the religion
of the majority? So are food and
clothing; why are thev not provided
for every one at public expense?

NON-SECTARIAN EDUCATION .-
Few words in our language have
been so much abused as the term
non-sectarianism. 1If it means reli-
gious tearhing so trimmed down as
to be acceptable to all, it is a delu-
8i There is and can be no such
religion. Some objéct to the Trin-
ity, some to the Divinity of Christ.
some to the immortality of the soul.
some to hell, dome to the inspiration
of the Bible. and some, going to the
very root, object to the existence of
God as a religious tenet., What is
left when all are satisfied? Not even
the name of God could be mentioned
The principles of a common morality
from which so much is expected are
iust as delusive. It is impossible to
establish such a code of morality
any more than a profession of faith
on which Catholic and Protestant
will  agree. So-called non-sectarian
educatioh is a deception, because it
is impossible to separate relizion
from the teaching of history. science.
philosophy, and other branches. The
present plan- suits Protestanis. be-
causé under the name of non-sectari-
anism they teach what tenets they
abprove and shut ont Catholics from
the enjoyment of similar benefits,

—

A SCHOOL under the control of
Calholics is always reputed a secta-
rian school; but it seems there is no
suspicion of sectarianism whatever
when Protestant ministers are su-
perintendents of public instruction.
chancellors  of State universities ;
when branches of the Y.M.C.A. are
conducted, hymn books furnished
chapels supported, Protestant  ser-
vices held at the expense of the tax-
pav students marshaled to Bac-
calaureate sermons amfl. morally
forced to. take part in Protestant
worship. On the face of it does it
look: like fair plav to all reli ns
When out of two hundred professors
teachers and other emplovees of a
State umiversity not a single onais
a (atholic? That can hardly hannen
by accident. No matter what the pre-
tence, it is not true to sav that our
State institutions are non-sectarian
and teach no religion. They are al-
most, invariably sectarian and are
condncted * in the intorests of Pro.
testant Christianity’

THE CATHOLIC OBJECTION, —
It is not fair to say that we want
the State to appropriate money for
brivate schools. No: what we want
48 to have the public school svstem
80 remodeled that religious teaching
will be allowed in them.  What has
been' done in ‘England, Germany.
Canada, and elsewhere can be done
here, it we want to do it. - We find
public schools for
non-Catholics, if they want . thens,
but for Catholics:
or. how .thev
what  thev fail “to

4n “harmoniously. . We. find

s We do not object’
o | to what they teach
i teach, bu
teach. They' can not develop the
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is “The Right Usé of Liberty.” What

a splendid subject for an article, as

it is a grand one for: meditation
“Liberty” is a gift of God: but the:
abuse of liberty is one of the great-
est of crimes—for it aflects our rela-
tions with God, with society, with
our  families, - with our own souls,

The last issue of the ‘‘Messenger of .

the Sacred Heart'' contains a splen-
did article upon.the “‘Right Use of
Liberty.” From it we will take a
few extracts that may serve to show
the importance of the subject, ' and.
at the same'time, help  all those
who desire to pray or offer up their
good works or acts of devotion fop
this July intentio:

The following extracts do not re-
Quire any comment or explanation :—

“We are all free agents. We are
masters of our own actions. and can
determine our own conduct! we can
of our own volition decide to act or
not act in a given case. or choose
one course of action in preference to
another; we can act on such decision
or choice and adhere to it in spite
of every solicitation to the contrary.

“This does not mean that we are
independent of all law, relieved of
every restraint. We are subject to
laws divine and human. and liable
to restraint physical and moral: we
are bound.to obev just laws and sub-
mit to reasonable restraint; but we
can disobey the one and resist the
other; no despot can force the con-
sent of our wills, no chain can fetter
our power to choose between ri -
and wrong.’’
L - - - - -

"I it does not startle us to con-
sider that we dwell in a world which
denies the freedom of the human
will, and which, therefore, denies
any such thing as obligation, merit,
retribution, repentance. remors . and
all moral responsibility, it is be-
¢ we have to some extent either
wittingly or unwittingly suffered the
baneful influence of this denial. With-
out, careful circumspection it is im-
possible to escape it. Entire nations
of men live and die believing in
fatalism, in some external cause or
combination of causes which deter-
mine or necessitate their actions.
and their literature helps to spread
their fatalistic belief. A number of
religious seets, notably the Luther-
ans and Calvinists, profess to be-
lieve either that human nature is
80 corrupt and perverse that it could
not exercise freedom rightly if en-
dowed with it, or that God so pre
determines our actions as to make it
impossible for us to determine them
freely.

‘*School after school of so-called
philosophers and political econom-
ists, pantheists, ' materialists and
utilitarians, have been busy. ‘the
past century more than ever before,
proclaiming that some hidden and
unknown cause regulates our ac-
tions, that a seli-determining will is
inconceivable, a contradiction in
terms, that the strongest motive, de-
sire, the character, or peculiar phy-
sical’ temperament, determines it in
every case. The books and lectures
of these schools spread their perni-
cious doctrines broadcast. A glance
at the books commonly recommended
for psychological study or reading
in our own uni ties. colleges
and particularly in our teachers’ col-
leges and normal schools will be
enough to convince one that we are
training a generation of voung men
and women, many of them teacher
of the future, to deny the existence
of this greatest of God's gifts, the
one which all the others, reason, im-
agination, sense~nay, the verv soul
and body, 1life itself—nced for their
preservation and protection, with-
out which there can be no solid nro-
gress, material or gpiritual, no mer-
tt, no human satisfaction here,
hope of reward héreafter.

no

It is not very reassuring. truly,
to know that the only motive which
prevents my most respectable neigh-
bor from damaging fe, reputa-
tion; virtue, or ‘proper dread
of the penaltv of the criminal' law.
and that the courts which judee him
are only too ready to accept pleas
of temporary. insanity, momentary
aberration, irresponsibility, irresist.
ible: imptilse, lack ‘of moral sense.
and the like. Tt may be trve  that
all do not act on their principles.

that an innate sense of right and
Wrong saves most of them from act-
ing on the principles they affect to
believe. Still it is shocking to con-
Bider that the society one is forced
to cultivate js made up of men and
Women who are convinced that hu-
man nature is a creature of impy
the victim of circumstances. of her
dity, —-revious t aining, present as-
sociations, climatic influences. and
who credit no one believing o
actin~  differently om themselve
To keep this in mind may help us
to account for the erimes that hap-
pen daily in our midst: but what an
gabominable error it is that makes
en ignore or suppress their most
honorable faculty and reduce them-
selves to the level of the beasts of
the ficld. "Man when he was in honor
did not understand: he hath bheen
compared to senseless beasts. and
made like to them.’
' “Deplorable it is certainly, and all
the more so because those who have
the correct view of free w either
do not regard it as the precious gift
it is, or fail to cultivate and per-
fect its exercise. Too often we al-
low ourselves to be infected by the
pestilential atmosphere of fatalism
in which we Wve. We encourage de-
unquonls to invent excuses for their
#ins by attributing too much. if not
dll. of the weakness and depravity
of the will to hevedity, early train-
ing, parental neglect, good nature
environment. Too often we are
posed to extenuate our own misuse
of liberty by pleading with ourselves
one or other of the reasons enumer-
above—temporary aberration
ible impulse, irresponsibilitv
~which we would not think of ad-
mitting to others or suffer them
attribute to us. It is not strance
then, that intemperance, impurity
dighonesty ingratitude, cowardice
and all the horrid crew cease to
shock us. We do not stop to think
of the meanness there is in imputing
to parents the guilt of their chil-
dren, as well as some possi nre-
disposition to evil
the advantage
o ly have

to

le
we do not reckon

which. peonle com-
helping to counteract
evil influen Rast and present: we
forget the clamor of the God-given
voice of conscience and the pow r of
the will asisted by Him to st.,
and to pr in resisting, the
fiercest temptation even unto death

T

evere

“Tt is precisely because we lose
Sight of this assistance of div ne
grace that we gradually underestim-
ate the extent of our freedom.
£f'ned for an end which is enti
above our natural powers we have
been endowed with supernatural
light and strength from above to
clevate and fortify our intellect and
will; not.only ocea ionally, as
or other action may requir
habitually, so that we need ne
without the sypport needed. To one
who contempls the pow of di-
vine. grace and ‘the liber of the
glore of the children of God.” with
which it endows us, there can be no
difficulty about free will,

““The taint of inheritance, the lack
or inadequacy of early training, the
influence of environment, the we rp of
character, personal vity and
v for sin
when we think
of the agency by which we are lifted
up from the degradation of slaver,
to enjoy the inheritance of
children,

“Liiber is from God
not wanting in resour
us to use it in a manner worthy of
Him. We must use it to obev - His
laws-and the just, hut not the un-
lust Jaws, of those to whom He has
given authority over us, We can sive
Him no higher tribute of our ser
than to copsccrate this gift by
to Hint when we are called to make
this saerifice. Many deluded
blindly swear away their libertv to
unknoywn masters in evil seeret ag-
sociations. If they fatuously ridicule
the ‘blind obedience’ of our religious
congregations, we should hold it an
hqnnr a8 the obedience whijch is
blind to everything but God’s honor
and. the perfection of the human wil],

“If liberty is God’s ereatest natu-
m! &ift to. man, we are doing Some-
thing very Pleasing to Him when we
pray that men may acknowledge it
as a gift_ from his hand. and use ‘it
nightly for Tis glory and their sanc-
tification.’””
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nial laws, the laws in Alvin
operated to ‘a great extent by
influence of the churches.

On investigation it would, 'np
‘doubt, be discovered that the co ;
scientious people of Alvin are enthu-
siastic about enlightening the be-
nightéd Cubans and FRilipinos, '—
John T. Nicholson, in  Donahoe's
Marazine, >

SCHOOLS —1In
ing  manner

are
the

SECONDARY
able and int
James A. Burns, Q.S.C.. refer
some features of the Catholie
ondary schools in the United ¢ ek
He writes :—

“‘Catholic secondary schools for

belong to three widely difierent
classes. There is, first of all, the sec-
ondary school prop represented hy
academies and high schools. whose
curriculum as a, rule extends no far-
ther than the freshman vyear. al-
though in the other direction it
erally includes the studies of
grammar school. Many of the
tutions of this“el are of
standing, but a large number
a comparatively recent date
ably one-third having been
lished within tif& past decado. Most
of them are conducted by relizious
orders, and ara entirely independent
of parish control, deriving their
means of support from the tuition
fecs of their pupils Then, there
the high schools attached {o paro-
ehial schools. These high schools
cansist of one or more grades of see-
ondar work, serving as a
appendix the ordinary
the school, although they
rv the pupil as far as the
year. The number of
has increased very
and although their
18 comparatively
their
cism,

an
Rev
to

oen-

the
insti-
lone
are of
prob-
estab-

are

sort.  of
work of
often .car
fresh-r

schools
rapidly  of late
total attendance
_ingc nsiderable  and
often open to  criti
mstancing maereas
pPopula wind for  seconda
education, and pointing the wavy
to a possible solution of problems of
Catholic secondary education, they
are worthy Finally
there the preparatorv depart
ments of  our colleges, which still
contain the majority of Catholic
ondary students

With the view of
facts not otherwise
sent a letter of
the ninety condary
first cle and received
forty-nine. In these forty-nine
the number of students of
chool grade was given as
947, and of elementary _erade 4,917
There were 992 boys studying Latin,
and 1 The av 2e - age
of pupils in fortviseven schools wheén
entering the high hool curriculum
is 14.7 years. The average annual
tuition fee, if we exclude those
schools that aim at educating
the wealthicr ¢ was found to
be 836.85 in forty schools. The L ¥
bér of schools not my let-
ter of inquir-- was fortv-one. The to-
tal number of studente in these last
vear, as given in the Catholic Direct
ory for 1901, was 6,706. Assuming
that the ratio of secondary to
mentary pupils obtained in the
of the schools heard from holds
for although T think it ig
somewhat too high for the latter
we get for these forty-one schools 2 .-
513 pupils of secondarv erade and
1,193 of elementayv. This would eive
a total of 5,460 students of sccond-
ary grade in the ninety (
ondary schools
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A GRAND ORGANIZATION
There are 63 conferences and
active members of the St. Vincent de
Paul Sociery in Switzerland

Paris, the birthplace of the
Ly, has a conference in avery parish,
and many parishes have more than
one. In that city, too, in fact in all
parts of France, the numbers and
variety of the special works verv
great, and s emphasize  the
axiom of the societv that no work
of charity is foreign to itg purpose

of ‘the special works of the so-
8 alone would fill paves
The. work of
to be part
active and successful, and the same
may be said of the circulating librar-
ies and the schools.

Ten years ago the Society in Bev-
rout, Syria, established a school for
poor -boys, employing the Christian
Brothers as teachers It now has
two schools with nearly 600 pupils.

In Syria, toe, there are - several
sthools maintainéed by the Society
incliding a technical school. which
teaches carpentry and bookbinding

socie-

1o

A new work' of charity at Rovigo, | i

Italy, is' ¢alled the Truciolo, whick
congists in praparing willow * twivs
for making mats. With the aid of
#ix machines used for the purpose.

) ’ g pliéd for about
6 his charity s
O"

y _specting )
working. i

PRICE FIVE CENTS

lodging at a moderate price: lave
reading and smoking room. g library
and savings bank, and the
sailors in getting work,

Out of this movement at Bordeaus
has grown ‘‘the Mass e r "
which is thus des
report :

“"From the end of September until
the end of November, the port of
Bordeaux is crowded with b 8 just
returned from the cod fisheries off
the coasts of Newfoundland ghd Ice-
land which come there to sell their
fish, The fishermen, the majority of
whom are Bretons, would erhaps
miss hearing Mass in that large
town which they do not know
well, So, every Sundayv, the
Father Fabre goes to say Mass
one of the fishing vessels anchored in
the harbor. The captains enter their
names beforehand to secure the favor
of receiving the priest. The vessel on
which the sacred e
place is decors flags
early in the morning, and a
rung for an hour to announce that
Mass is to be celebrated. The shipa’
boats arrive while the altar is being
dressed, then comes the priest pr
vided with bhis missioner's case. The
Holy Sacrifice begins: the crew are
collected on deck, the captains be-
ing in the foremost rank. Thev all
chant together their hvmns in the
minor key peculiar to their country:
then thev hear a homgly sermon, a
few wholesome truths told in heart-
felt terms by the officiating priest.
and the congregation go their vari-
ous ways, appointing to meet
on another vessel the following
day.'—The St Vincent de
Quarterly
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ART.—Eliza Allen
a very instructive article
to Moshg Magazine, under the title

The Priest and Sacred Art from
which we take the following exiract

Jeautiful ages,” as Kenclm Digby
exclaims in his eloauent
all that is most at-
tractive' in the ritual of the Church
entitled, Ages of Faith: beautiful
ages, when the imaginations of men
were occupied with the thines of
God: when dogmas blossomed into
forms of beauty, or were breathed
forth in melodious hymns: when the
senses of men were mediums of heav-
enly delight, and when we might
g with truth, the Creator

orified by His intelligent
tures!

The story of Christian art is
story of Christianity itself. told
in words, but in monuments,
outlive words; as words
come fruitful in the minds of
making the study - of
through her monuments
creasing inte t
asmuch as h

SACRED
contributes

Starye

80  often

compendium of

the
not
which
be-
men:
Christianity
one of
to us of to-day
* history, for ninete
hundred years has heen committed,
to a degree we seldom realize to
works of art'which have come down
through these centuries in n
to ba studied; preserved. too,
they have been in seve 1 in-
stances, almost miraculously nd in
others tled by circumstances
over rulers had no control
unti imonv should
and at

save

in-
in-

to
way
as

us

cone
which
their
come forth as a
the time when most

This is true espec
of the catacomhs; for
mediately  when  entering
study of Christian art, it was fo the
walls of nean cemeteries
nooularly tacombs. that the
early Christians committed the
pressions of their beliefs and
ment

the art
Ve 8sce im-
on  the

X~
Sienti-

. L —

CONSEORATION
OF A BASILICA.

The most jmportunt event of the
last few ‘days in the religious world,
says the Par con pondent of the
Liverpool ‘“*Catholic Time

been the consecration of the

of Notre Dame de Breni I
Amiens. It called to the spot thirty
bishops and ar ibishops and 50,000
persons, and made itself felt through-
out six departments. The new Bagil-
ica i8 a stupendous monument which
consecrates afresh a form of devo-
tion to Our Lady which has beén
alive in the hearts of the people of
the north of France for many cen-
turies. One of the principal preach:
ers was the Rev, Pere Coube, SuiJ,
He said : ‘““The Cherch, feecls young,
strong, and sure of living as long as
humanity . lives; consequently she
raises fresh temples in every .direc-
tion. At .no time since the Middle
Ages has she erected so many |
ngs as sho is erccting now.”
Touchet,

8 Pere
siid ;' “Never

s



