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• THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE FOUNDED >6 ■î832
two-year-old, the colt develops a bolder from 
stronger crest, thus improving his appear; 

little difference in prices One of the objections to delaying castration
the colt is two years old is that he is likel; 
tease the mares if turned out to pasture 

To avoid this, " the unsexing shouh
If properly

ulI did not see so much evidence of mix- 1m with us. 
ing of breeds.

I could discover very 
of farm lands, products, stock or wages of farm

the

Farmer's Advocate
and Home Magazine.

P iTHE
i

labor. The greatest surprise to me was
THE LEADING AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL *nlfU “ho^does* not‘Le^V^h^toth<f a“re“ done before going to pasture

IN THE DOMINION. Wdlv thought of as being in the sheep business, formed, there is but little danger of untow.-rd
But Ontario farmers are far ahead of many of effects, but it is safest to employ an experi, ced 
our Merino breeders in system of marketing lambs, veterinarian.
in that many of our people have no system, ote exercise for a few days after, and should not 
There are thousands of three and four-year-old be exposed to cold rains, 
wethers in Ohio. Of course, wool is much more 
of an object with our breeders. It is a poor 

market that will not make $2

; iT-
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The colt should have only m vr-
i
i

Journal,”** The Farmer’s Advocate and Home 
Winnipeg, Man.

Agents lor Origin of the Horse.
sheep or a poor

AND HOME MAGAZINE per fleece. The most striking fact about horses living
Your farmers spend far more labor in caring under domestication is their great variability ln 

for animals than is done with us, especially in an breeds, ancient and modern, one notices duïer- 
nulping roots, cutting straw and wheeling out ences in form, speed and temperament. It is now 

Feeding corn and hay is a light chore, realized that all animals are constantly changing, 
in comparison with the Ontario system of feed- sometimes in one direction, sometimes in another, 
ing and the use of silage, cottonseed meal and an(j that amongst the varieties from time to time 
hav is also easy in comparison. Then, our best produced, the env ironment selects those best lit ted 
farmers handle manure but oncq, throwing it up- for the conditions which at the time happen to 

spreader from where the animals drop it, and prevail. The only true wild horse now living
Our lighter (Equus prejvalskii of the great Gobi Desert) is 

represented by three more or less distinct races, 
but such differences as exist among the members 
of this species are probably due to differences in 
tneir respective habitats.
tic horses, marked differences occur amongst mem­
bers of the same strain, even when bred under the

m 1. THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE 
is published every Thursday.

It is impartial and independent of all cliques or parties, 
handsomely illustrated with original engravings, and fur­
nishes the most practical, reliable and profitable information 
for farmers, dairymen* gardeners, stockmen and home­
makers, of any publication in Canada.

2/ TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.—In Canada. England, Ireland, 
Scotland, Newfoundland and New Zealand, $1.50 per year, in 
advance; $2.00 per year when not paid in advance. United 
States. $2.50 per year; all other countries 12s.; in advance.

3. ADVERTISING RATES.—Single insertion, 25 cents per line, 
agate. Contract rates furnished on application

4 THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until
an explicit order is received for its discontinuance. All
payments of arrearages must be made as required by law.

5 THE LAW IS, that all subscribers to newspapers are held
paid and their paper

m
manure.

e on a
scattering it at once upon the fields, 
snowfall makes this practical.

Some contrast in the breeds of animals
With us, the Percheron horse is al-

was
noticeable.
most universal as the draft horse, and Poland- 
China, Chester White and Duroc hogs greatly 

The Tam worth is considered a

responsible until ell arrearages are 
ordered to be discontinued.

6 REMITTANCES should be made direct to us. either by
Money Order or Registered Letter, which will be at our ||t
risk When made otherwise we will not be responsible. predominate.

7. THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL shows to what time your curiosity.
subscription is paid. Leicester sheep.

8 tid^oZ ;ammes.greatly though

9 when'V<a' reply by mail is REQUIRED to Urgent the shorthorn is no longer as prominent as in
Veterinary or Legal Enquiries. $1 must be enclosed.

10. LETTERS intended for publication should be written on
aide ol the paper only. _11 CHANGE OF ADDRESS.—Subscribers when ordering a change
ol address should give the old as well as the new I .0 address

12 WE INVITE FARMERS to write ns on any agricultural topic.
We are always pleased to receive practical article. For such 
as we consider valuable we will pay ten cents per inch 
printed matter. Criticisms of Articles, Suggestions How­
to Improve "The Farmer's Advocate and Home Magazine,
Descriptions of New Grains, Roots or Vegetables not gen­
erally Pknown, Particulars ol Experiments Tried, or Improved 
Methods ol Cultivation, are each and all welcome. Con 
trlbutions sent us must not be furnished other pal»- 
until alter they have appeared in our columns. Rejected 
matter will be returned on receipt ol postage.

COMMUNICATIONS in reference to any matter con­
nected with this paper should be addressed as below, and 
not to any individual' connected with the paper.

In the case of domes-
gfe.
».1 ♦Not many people in Ohio ever saw a 

The Merino, in its various
There

same conditions.
Until the end of the nineteenth century it was 

almost universally held that all the different kinds 
of horses had descended from a single variety or 
species domesticated in prehistoric times in central 
Asia. Now, however, it is regarded by many 
as extremely probable that horses, like dogs, in­
clude amongst their ancestors several quite dis­
tinct wild species, each of which for untold ages 
prior to domestication, was developing on differ­
ent and independent lines. If the common an­
cestor of all the domestic horses was, as Darwin 
and others believed, “dun colored, and more or less 
striped,’’ crossing of members of different breeds 
ought sooner or later to result in dun-colored, 
striped offspring, on the principle of outcrossing 
observed in establishing breeds of pigeons and 
poultry. This, however, never seems to happen, 
unless one of the parents or one of the grand­
parents is dun-colored and striped. A very com­
mon result of crossing horses is the production of 
chestnut offspring. As the ground Color of hy­
brids l>ctween horses and zebras is very frequent­
ly chestnut, the fact that cross-bred horses are 
very often chestnut, taken along with the fact 

—' that striped duns are only obtained where one of 
the parents is dun-colored and striped, may sup­
port the view that the remote ancestor of the 
Kquidæ was a chestnut or a foxy-red color, but 
it sheds light on the origin of the domestic 
breeds. The writer of “ Horses of the Empire,’’ 

Excep- after prolonged inquiry, has arrived at the con-

F
is
I Ontario.

Corn is a far more prominent crop with us, 
Not one per cent, of ourand oats less so. 

farmers grow roots, peas or rape.
I have written from the stand] 

Ohio farmer, but statements hold for 
and west.

of an 
>s east

In other latitudes, crops and condi­
tions differ.

The most pleasing impression was of the friend­
ly feeling toward us below the border, 
delighted, also, that you put living above making 
a living as the passion of life.

the mania for money that mars the

At
I was

I did not discover
among you
life of so many among us, engenders graft in our 
public servants, and bitterness between laborer 

Address—THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE, or and employer.
WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (Limited), You are to be congratulated that your country

LONDON, Canada. hag not become the Mecca for all the races
IT. P. MILLER.
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the earth. 
Ohio.Impressions of a Visitor.

1 " The Farmer's Advocate ’’ : HORSES.■e■ Editor
During the winter it was my pleasure to spend 

a month" among Ontario farmers. The editor of 
Advocate ’’ has asked me to state 
for the benefit of his readers. 1

It is a fault of the small breeder, sometimes,
1 hat he expects a stallion to do everything, and 
that with a mare of very poor calibre 
tional foals are frequently looked for when they elusion that domestic horses have mainly sprung

Of these three species.

“ The Farmer's
my impressions 
cheerfully do so, because it is always a, pleasure 
to praise, and most of my impressions were favor­
able. from three wild species, 

two no longer exist in a wild state, but the third 
persists, apparently unaltered, in the wild horse 
of the Great Gobi Desert.

should least be expected.—[Farmer and Stock­
breeder.and the 

own country.
The farmsteads generally are neater, 

barns larger and better than in my 
Manv of the barns, however, principally the older Fit the collar to the horse, ami see that the

y are 0pen to one criticism, that is, that they ijne of draft runs straight from the point of at- 
are closed to light. I saw a few men doing tachment of the tug to the whiffletree. 
chores in day time with a lantern. Then, the hand harness is used, see that the back-hand is 
air in some stables was very had. not too long and the belly-band too short.

But that practically all animals are provided arrangement draws down on the collar, 
shelter in winter, and are kept in, is in commend- are not intended to be worn over pads.
«hie contrast to the practice of many farmers in is serviceable where a horse is run down in flesh, 
tie United States Other contrasts in the barns and doesn’t fill the collar as he should, but, as a the United ^^eer™ orti()n oI Ontario barns rule, they are the cause of more harm than good,

h Our farmers make a more Especially is this the case where the driver is
careless and doesn’t inspect the fitting occasion­
ally and adjust the pad.

The three types of 
horses which have taken part in forming domestic 
breeds may be known as the Forest. Steppe and 
Plateau varieties.

ones If a back-

Such The Forest variety is best represented by more 
or less striped, dun-colored, broad-headed, elk­
nosed horses, with the face nearly7 in line with 
the cranium, the ears broad, and the eyes promi­
nent long body, strong limbs, thick joints, and 
broad hoofs.

Collars
Ü A pad

are that a
have stone basements, 
general practice of painting barns and other out 
buildings. Very few farmers of the United States 

beets or turnips, so have no use for barn 
Then, only a few f irms got enough 

Canada to build barn basements, 
not unknown in the

The Steppe variety, which still exists in a 
wild stale in Mongolia, differs from the Forest 
variety in being decidedly less striped, in having 
long ears, an erect mane, and a mule-like tail, 

A collar that fits properly7 will rarely gall the the limbs slender and the hoofs longer and nar- 
shoulder, providing the driver sees that the face 
of the shoulder is not allowed to “ scald. Scald­
ing is due to the perspiration being worked up be­
neath the collar, and is more likely to occur the 

spring than any other time.

grow 
cellars.
boulders from 
though Canadian boulders are 
States.

r.
rower than the Forest type.

The Plateau variety7 includes slender-limbed 
horses, characterized by a narrow head, small 
ears, large eyes, a fine muzzle, a flat nose, a long 
neck and small hoofs.

th“
got the impression that Ontario farmers are 

ystematic and conservative than Ameri­
can Many of our farmers—not our best, ones, 
however- -shift from one line to another frequent- 

They try to get into every high market, and 
they usually get there—as buyers.

A reasonable stability is 1
stability that is unreasonable.

custom solely is such.
of t he cat I le si aides 1 saw

I first few days in
Some precautions should he taken until the horse

Raise the collar at
IF- far more s Assuming that domestic horses have in great 

measure sprung from these three varieties, it is 
interesting to ascertain how these varieties were 
produced, and what share each has had in form-

By studying fossil

gets hardened to the work. 
the end of each round, with 1 lie horse standing so 
the breeze can blow on each shoulder, 
hair gently, and let the skin cool off. 
or two will serve for the whole outfit. and days

the season.

iy- Rub the
A minute ing modern domestic breeds, 

forms, horse like in build, Huxley, in 1870, 
rived at the conclusion that modern horses had

commendable, hut 
Stabil- 

1 did

p:
ar-

Throw athere is a mav he saved later in 
couple of handfuls of salt in a pail of water, and 
wash the shoulders carefully at night ft is 
easier to prevent shoulder troubles than it is to

v ity based upon 
want to get into some 
and knock the mangers

that would permit the fettle
lot of nut 1111re for t he

descended from llipparion, a three-toed horse, the 
fossil remains of which occur in immense numbers 
in Pliocene deposits near Athens and in India. But 
six years la ter. in an address delivered in New 
York, lh \le\ indicated that he had come to the 
concliisi- !; that, “ We must look to America, 
rather than lairope, for the original seat of the

formaking wayout
fa rmodern ones cure them.

comfort and save a
leaves it. when the caille 

one 11 ; ; I

greater 
farm that now are mar 

i: r (!mt work Age to Castrate Colts.m It may put some 
if I suggest right here 

in common use could he on1 1
that the cattle could pu ;

keted. Huit nvmeer 
hv ele From the middle of May to the middle of .1 une equine serin- 

s generally considered tin 
of ^he year to castrate rolls, t In- 

rule, being 'wm 1 h- 
si tier able difference of ojA y 
which, for best results, t V 
performed, whether as yen 
The consensus of opinion s- 
is less danger of unfavored! 
operation performed when 
t hough some contend that, ..

for mepep; in', orable t ime1 ist Till- i.'n! s 
was I n hrII t \\ 

of a 1 

I them

lep towards the making of a horse 
o or three million years ago, when 

n il s-val mammal with five toes on each 
vas evolved a small creature more like 

a horse, hut with its toes provided 
This happened in 

period at the beginning of the Ter- 
Th!s little primeval Eocene horse, 

-twr-!\e inches high, had a wide dis- 
s rot,iains having been found in Ene-

now
vating it so 
under it when they he down, heme 

from their manure, msi

/: v eat her at this 
There is con- 

>n the at_rc at 
i ’ ;i should 1 * 

t o- \ ear-i »ld . 
lu t h;it t 

’ s in haw. the

• .f'
out'-oason, as a

ward away
having to lie back in it.

think the Ontario farmer has 
, ,.,] far better than many of our : -

evidences, as among our
reckoning wisely for > 

generally of In
aid say, of better average gn-

f 1m i instead of claws.1
t 1;>f

not see 
■ riL1" without 

i (,ck T saw was ■ ii.
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