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angels —in a word, God had so manifested Himself
by the birth of Jesus that the hosts of heaven, long
familiar with His power, could raise their chorus,
““Glory to God in the highest,” and every voice
unites in sounding forth these praises. What love
like this love ?  And God is love. What a purely
divine thought, that God has become man! What
supremacy of good over evil ! What wisdom in
drawing nigh to the heart of man, and the heart
back to Him! What fitness in addressing man !
What maintenance of the holiness of God !  What
nearness to the heart of man ; what participation
in his wants ; what experience of his condition !
But beyond all, God above the evil in grace, and
in that grace visiting this defiled world to make
Himself known as He had never yet been
known !

The second effect of the presence of Him who
manifested God on the earth is, that peace should
be there. Rejected— His name should be an oc-
casion of strife; but the heavenly choir are
occupied with the fact of His presence, and with
the result, when fully produced, of the conse-
quences, wrapped up in the person of Him who
was there (looked at in their proper fruits), and
they celebrate these consequences. Manifested
evil should disappear His holy rule should banish
all enmity and violence. Jesus, mighty in
love, should reign, and impart the character in
which He had come to the whole scene that should
surround Him in the world He came into, that it




