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the buildingtifc chief items of loss oncontribute
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the pav roll s„ much as uu.n the mint 
1,'r employed, as. for instance, if there «ere 

employed at $t> per week m a given plant 
inil , ,.„ at'$R per week in another plant of the same 
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week, and in the other. 
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fixtures and equipment. I his xx.t', as > u 
.. r niter plain loft huihling of inexpensive tv 1* a. 

‘compared will, the hotel or oil,ce budding the value 
iit't uttoted being almut vents per cubic foot.

this building was 05.5 per cent, of its value.
|„ the case of the Calvert building m halt mu,re. a 

typical Office lmilding which wen, through th^om 
lj.„ ration, total value was found "he l$,.14.",.v (,r 
l,mt V cents per cubic foot, l ift, live per cent, 

represented by decorations and hxturcs. I he

' 'The ntoT extreme example of the proportion of 
destructible and indestructihlc portions of a fireproof 
building was Governor Drapers dwelling 111 Hostnn. 
which burned < 'ct-hcr 5. KX*l. 11"' was a beautiful 
house said to have cost aUntt S-’.WXio. of winch only 
almut $50,000 was fireproof structure, the halatui 
being beautiful panelled wainscoting, stairways, 
mantels, library fixtures, etc., of wood and marble. 
Pire originated in the house and burned it -ut almost 
completely, with the result that the building itself 
suffered a loss of almost So lier cent., while the con­
tents were practically total. , . ..

1 mention these cases chiefly t<> show xvhat the lire 
proof lmilding itself is. or may become, and the punts 
a, which we max look for loss. Let me cite one 

show in addition what the contents of a lire-

forindustry,
ought in the long run

is $(1,000 per
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in one va>c
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greater charge hi one concern 
n lu re the hazard and probable cost for this hem lit 
xx,,„ld be the same. lie. therefore, bases the medical 

hospital benefits on the number of employees 
and not upm the |iay roll. So, too, in those cases 
where the coni |kmi sat ion i*, not one-half of the w.igv'. 
lie reasons that the rate cannot be properly* made on 

strict pay-roll basis, as the employer getting $0 per 
xxcek will have the same comiK-nsation for injury as 
die one receiving $8, and the employee receiving $jo 
is entitled to no greater compensation for injury than 
the one receiving $->o. lie, therefore, takes tlu-se
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facts into consideration and makes up a 
computing the premium for any given concern by 
giving each of these provisions for compensation it' 
due weight. The process is somewhat complicated. 
Furthermore, he groups the various industries into 
classes of the same hazard according to his best 
judgment and to each of these classes assigns a rate 
which it will cost for each of the divisions into which 
coii,|ieiisatiim is divided, namely, compensation for 
death and dismemberment, compensation for other 
injuries and for medical and hospital service, 
ing the numlier of employees receiving $8 ]kt week 
and under, ami the total thereof, the pay-roll of those 
receiving over $8 and under $20. and the numlier of 
employees receiving $20 per week, and the pay roll 
thereof, lie can by applying hi' rate and his formula, 
compute the premium for the concern to which the 
facts apply. 1 If course, the guess-work factor is not 
absent. Its uncertainties appear in the classification 
and in the rate which applies to a given class. These 
estimates are based U|wm such statistics in regard to 
accidents among employees as were available and 
up'll a knowledge of insurance matters as it relates 
to kindred lines of business.
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The office building of the Finerson-Brantmgham 
Company. Rockford. Ilk. was a .Vstory reinforced 
concrete'building alunit ««> x 200. modern and en , led 
to |,e classed anywhere as a fine fireproof building 
occupied for strictly office purpiscs, no wood iW'. 
The second story was divided in part into private 
offices by 8-foot partitions of light woodwork am 
the entire floor was fitted up, but not at all crowded 
with the usual wood desks, chairs and filing vases. 
Two months ago fire occurred at night in one end 
of the second story and simply burned up every burn­
able thing in the room from end to end, did some 
superficial damage to the concrete columns and pro­
duced enough heat to warp the ceiling or floor aliove 
so that a had bulge and crack could lie seen ill the 
floor of the third story.

I could mention a number of other cases of severe 
loss in so-called fireproof buildings, due in every case 
to |ieculiar circumstances easily explained after the 
fire, but not always so clearly foreseen in advance. 
I wish it were pissible to tabulate all the other cases 
very much more numerous, of course, where fireproof 
construit ion has retarded fires from within and with 

well that very small loss has resulted to either 
Unfortunately, for this argu
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FIREPROOF CONSTRUCTION : MERITS AND 
DEMERITS.

lidioard If". Cairns, (!encrai .1 ijcnt North llritisli 
v'r Mercantile Insurance Company, he fore the 
New York Insurance Society.)

tContinued from page 1421)
We might dwell at much greater length on the 

details of 1,1th types of building, and the materials 
and methods employed in them. 1 he history of their 
development i~ wonderfully interesting, but 1 
times think we may Ik* inclined to spend too much 
time in details of a sort which are not impirtant from 

standpiint, and overlook the items which more 
directly affect the quality of lire resistance.

In concrete buildings, as well as tile, the interior 
trimmings, finish, fixtures and, to some extent, the 
exterior decorations are not at all peculiar but the 
same as any other type of buildings, and it is these 
features which are most a It cclcd by lire and which
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building or contents, 
ment, those losses are not widely noticed and not 
knowing them xve may fail to do full justice to the 
buildings as a whole.
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This other Extbkmr,
One such case was furnished a fexx years ago by 

the Singer building when a room on one of the upper *


