
THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA. 67March, 1909—9

LEAGUE PROBLEMS LIFE PROBLEMS
In Oils column we shall discuss such problems of Ihe pr.ictkel work 

of our Young Peoples' Societies es may be submitted 
to us. Your correspondence is solicited.

In this column we shall endeavor te « list
of the vital questions 

life. Your correspondence is ashed.

• young people in the 
of the personal'solution of

II.—All Ages Meeting Together II.—A Young Man's Difficulties 
About the Bible“ We have no Junior Lea 
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President has brou 
Adult Le

gue at present, owing 
Superintendent. The 

ght all the children Into our 
ague, jo that our regular week-night 

meetings Include various apes, from ten years up
wards. Is this a good plan?”

“ There are so many conflicting theories heard re
garding the Bible that 1 hardly know what to think.
Is the Bible God's Word In any unique sensei If so, 
how may I prove It true, and by what method may 
I get the most good out of It? As It is now, I read It, 
but I do not seem to profit much by my reading.”

We submitted this problem, common to many thoughtful 
young ople to-day, to Rev. Wm. Quance, Lambeth, Ont., and 
the following Is h'.s reply. It is profitable reading for all:

“ Dear Young Friend,—Your questions are perfectl 
mate and natural, and the asking of them is a very 
sign. Let us ok at your difficulties In order:

The “ c' < ting theories regarding the Bible.” It Is sad 
true th me age may by Its rigid, dogmatic definitions 

make diffi lea for another. When, for example, such a de
finition o isplration is given as to make the sacred writers 
the ” yen-men of the Holy Spirit,” or, to say that the 
Bib! >t be trusted In anything unless it can be trusted
in ing, that It cannot be an infallible guide, even In
th« vital matters of religion, unless It be such also in

ters of fact, of date, or numbers. This Is to eliminate 
of the prominent features of the Bible, namely, its human

Evidently you
League operations in the past, 
gest that there was an activ 
society sometime. And we Judge 
ago or your present “ children ” wo 
your League. That you have a num 
Interested in your services is a cause

Another encouraging sign is that your President 
ciently Interested in the “ children " to look after them 
sonally, even if, as we infer, he has not the full support of I 
League members in bringing them Into your regular sessions. 
Evidently his heart is right, and if his plan Is not really wi 
it may be but temporary. As a permanent one we cann 
commend It, for several reasons.
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element.
But it is more to the point to ask: What is the purpose of 

the Bible? Why were men moved by an Impulse which they 
books whi

ttle woman.” They are c
wth. It is 
rl as " a 11 

wn Into men
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or a gl
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Revelation is before the record. Revelation 
causing a sacred book to be written for the 

ction of mankind. It signifies God manifesting 
history of the world in a supernatural manner 
ial purpose. Manifesting Himself; for the 
or revelation is God. In what aspect, then, 

Himself whereof we have a record in the
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î out of place 
of the S. :

e cannot be efficiently conducted 
years of age in its adult section. Little 
there. Just as boys and girls in the Junior 

S. would be misplaced if put in an Adult 
e Class. Your whole adult League will be weakened ra 
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Id occasional ation the reply is: ” The revelation recorded In 

la before all things a self-manifestation of God, 
In that revelation

iclous purpose towards the human race, 
ists, not in the mere intimation of the 
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ted series of transactioi 

and at length reach thel 
ontemplated from the firs 
a purpose of Divine grace at the heart of 
movement of history, that is its vital force, 
t in the Scriptures gives unity and unlque- 

lume. For from Genesis to Revelation 
is a unity. This is a fact, and on this

it meetings with 1 
d to deterioration. rs as one11 surely ten
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Now. as to what is "a good plan?” It is regrettable that 
Superintendent ” for a Junior league. 

We conclude that your former Superintendent has moved away 
and has left no successor in office. But is it wise to conclude 

have therefore no “ suitable superintendent?" We 
in your church with 

successful leadership of 
mg. Has an earnest, honest effort been made by your 

Pastor and League Executive to find this one? Or have you 
simply taken It for granted that there is none " suitable,” and 

r society to drop into a state

lible the Word of God in a unique sense?" The 
answer to this question is decidedly in the affirmative. Of 
course the Bible looked at from one sld 
But the very same researches which 
also proclaim that it is supernatural, 
through it the Spirit of God. Th 
human authors felt themselves 
Spirit. They knew that 
mightier and more far-see 
significance of the Bible 
experience of men in th 

the Bible

you have no “ suitable
e is human and natural, 

bring out its naturalness 
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be moved by the Holy 
in the hands of One
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the you
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must be eternally true, 
with its spiritual significance, 
with the progress of the ages.

how may I prove it true?" The proof is seen 
What is the Influence the Bible always

the
ves. The 
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Nothing can ever 
for spiritual laws do
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d for thisin corn have allowed you 

lfference to a Junior section?
If there is no visible person with outstanding quallflcati 

Superintendent," why not organize a F!

sequence, 
ctical ind reason
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3. " If so, 

in the effect.
duces, whether on the individual, the nation, or the wo 
The effects, or results, are always in accord with the purpose 

which God has caused to be manifested in the history 
tally in Jesus Christ, 

get th

for a "suitable 
Department in your League, with several of your more ex
perienced members on it as a committee to conduct the Junior 
meetings? That may be a wise and practicable course of pro
cedure. The division of work and responsibility among several 
will lighten the burden on all, and at the same time strengthen 
those who participate. It Is à mistake to conclude that ex
traordinary gifts are required to conduct a Junior League. 
With a heart of love, a fair measure of intelligence, and a 
willingness to do one’s best in the spirit of prayer, 
ordinary Christian may lead the little ones into a 111 
votion to and usefulness for Christ.
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we must approach it reverently, read it 
with docility, humility, and prayer.
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We are sure you ought to have a Junior Leagu 
lieve you can. We trust you may say. "We will.”

e. We be-


