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serves its general form and its own indi
viduality. It resembles a human being 
with a slow-moving brain, for we have 
seen that the ruling committee requires 
considerable time before a decision is 
made and carried out. Again, the indi
vidual bee does not reproduce itself. 
What is reproduced is the individual 
formed by the whole colony, and this act 
is called swarming.

“ Swarming among bees is generally 
due to the hive becoming too small for 
the increased population, and it occurs as 
a rule at the end of spring, when it is too 
warm for so many bees to live under the 
same roof. The hive selects a new queen ; 
and the old one—not the new one, as has 
often been supposed—prepares to go forth 
to found a new hive with the surplus 
population. Before their departure special 
searchers are sent out to hunt everyuheie 
in the neighborhood for some old chim
ney, some crack between blinds, or a hos
pitable hollow trunk, where the new hive 
may be formed. It most often happens 
that no such shelter tan be discovered. 
•But they must go forth, nevertheless, for 
they are in reality driven from the old 
home. But those who stay behind are 
not too cruel and selfish, for each emi
grant is provided with a good store of 
honey from the common stock. In vase 
no suitable spot has been found for the 
new hive, the bees swarm on a branch of 
a tree, and then move on from branch to 
branch, the number growing smaller and 
smaller till it quite melts away.

“ If this first swarming has not suffici
ently relieved the hive, a second one may 
take place. You can easily know in ad
vance if this has been determined upon 
by the council ; for, if another swarm is 
to be formed, the young queens who are 
still in their cells are hot killed, and, to 
know whether this is so or not, you must 
listen in the evening to what is going on 
within the hive. The young newlv-born 
mother utters a peculiar chant—tih-tih- 
tih ; while the queens still shut up in their 
cells reply, konah-konah-konah. If you 
hear these sounds, you may be sure that
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a fresh swarm is about to quit the perns 
hive.

“ An objection might be raised t<> thi< 
idea of bees being associative. It might 
be said that a hive is not a society, but i 
family, since the bees of the same hive 
are sisters. But this objection can I» 
easily refuted. Thus, we have seen aboie 
that during the height of the honey set 
son some bees mistake another hive tot| 
their own and are well received by the 
hive into which they have strayed. Again, 
the experiment of changing the queen ol 
a colony has shown that this may be done 
several times. You may put in a hive ii| 
Italian bees a Carniolan queen, or vi 
versa ; and yet the society formed in th 
W-ay by bees of different origins will g 
on creating, working and planning just a 
well as it would if none of these changi 
had been made in it,

“ A beehive, therefore, is a perfect e 
ample of the equalitarian product of sta 
socialism, where is neither love nor sel 
devotion, neither pity nor charity : wh« 
everything is sacrificed to society and it 
welfare through ceaseless labor : 
there is no government, no rulers : whi 
there is discipline without subordinatii 
It is the realization of ideal collectivii 
Motor-cars and balloons may some 
perhaps bring about the universal assa 
tion of men. But if humanity is to 
kept on earth only by the racrilice of 
individuality, as among the bees, by tl 
sacrifice of every joy and every virtue, 
should not be surprised if, some I 
morning, the fancy should seize man 
swarm to another planet ! "—Litem 
Digest.
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