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Unity Wt Should Seek. .uuong tin* brick*, but they do not become a 
unity until they are combined to form one 
structure and to carry out one ideu. A house Is

3. The purpose of tlie unity which is the go*' 
of the church is, “that the world may believe 
that Thou haut sent Me." The great, stumbling- 

“Endeavoring to keep the unity of the NpiiU 8 unity, hut a heap of bricks is not a unity. In block to the progress of Christianity at home and
the sixty-six Imoks of the Bible there is a unity abroad Is the quarrels and divisions of Christians, 
which no binding together into one volume 
could give. All kinds of writers—king, prophet,

The late Rev. David Sutherland.

in the bonds of peace."—Ephesians 4: 3.
Tin distinct conscious longing of our age is 

for unity. Some seek it through ecclesiastical 
uniformity, putting their trust in the links that Pr'<vt- herdsman, fisherman, scholar, sage, nd 
wvukl bind w<ir*lii|ipnr* together if they would 83l'°f' Wt*rv al w<«"k in its production. Vet it Is
onl> ,ign*e to olwerve similarity of semet, r te, dominated in all it* [«arts by one purpose and 
and dm*. Other* seek it througn oneness of on;n*at«*d by the same life-giving Spirit. Like 
language, speculating on the ponulnlVv and in- ^at *H uatuie of true Christian unity, 
dulging the hope that aome «lay one language 1 here may be end must l«e varieties of thought and

work in the church hut underlying and Inter­
penetrating all the varieties is the essential 
ness of a common life and purpose, .Many

It is a heart-saddening spectacle to be obliged to 
wlt»<•« friend flinging |mlished missile against 
friend, and to see regiments of one army wast 
Ing time, .iivngtli and money in lighting against 
ea< h other instead of against the common foe. 
A united church would be the eflicieucy of Uod 
unto salvatiion. The unity which prevailed 
among the early churches did almost as much a* 
tlie sermons and mi racks of the Apostles to con- 
vort tlie world. Many people judge religion not 
by reading the Bible, but by rending the churches 
and when they see strife and division written in 
large and lurid letter* on the ecclesiastical 
tie.-, they may be |u>rdoned for shrugging their 
shoulder* In contempt and refusing to listen to 
the evangel of peace as prw timed by *u< h 
ehurehes. But when the s<ots bury tlieir battle- 
axes and silence their war-drums in fulfilment 
of the (tetitioii of the High Priest of humanity, 
then the world will acknowledge the itower of 
the religion that

may he *|token by all nations an the fa;e of the 
gkohe, and believing that by speaking one lan­
guage the nation* would umlenttand one another 
and he at one. Christianity -a at* tn»*e plan* lnp,in nMnv mind*. DifTorenn* of mental consti­

tution, cciieslastiioal affinity and spiritual sym­
pathy lead some Christians to prefer the Epis- 
co|tal form of worship, others the Methodist, 
other* the Presbyterian, and others the Baptist, 

dicated in the intercessory pnv« r by “Many regiment*, hut one army; many folds, but
the List night of His life. That prayer tne flock"—is the motto which denotes the na- 

inakes it evident how very near the un/y of 
f'hristendom was and Is to the heart of the 
High Priest of humanity. Four time* does He 
pray that Hi* people may be one. The petition, 
whkh is also an interpretation of Christ's »*on-

and spec illations a-1<le as insufficient. rI he con­
ception of unity it holds up and advocates i§ 
only thoroughly a (equate and complete.

The true character of Christian unity is in-

Christ
ture of t'..e unity of the followers of Jesus Christ. 
AH other eonee|>tion* are futile, because mi scrip­
tural, u up roc; '1. «nd undesirable. produce such unity and con­

cord, and will g.> with the church because it i* 
evident that the Lord of love is with her.

We wvukl resfiecUuHy and turnestly submit 
this consideration of Christ’s conception of un:ty 
to all who love and serve the ever-blessed »,e- 
deemer, an<l call upon them to j all tliat in 
their power lies to hasten the coming of the 
day when they shall be one "as Thou Father 
art in Me and I in Thee, that they also may lie 
one in us, that the worhl mey believe that Tiiou 
hast sent Me.”

2 The mold of Christian unity is as exalted as 
it is pmwthle for man to com vive: “As Thou, Fa­
ther, art in Me ami I in Thee, that they also 
may be one in u*." The unity of the God head 
is the find article of belief with tlie Je.v as well 
a* with the Christian. The Lord our God is 
God in essence, purpose and action: the Son does 
nothing of Himself,

ception of unity, should he read, marked, learned 
an«> inwardly digested by the many writers and 
sptakem who discus* what is a burning topic in 
ecclesiastical circle* in our day : "That they all 
may be one, as Thou Father art in Me and I 
in Thee, that they also may he one in us; that 
the world may believe that Thou ha* sent Me"

This |n the final conception of Christian unity 
for all who aocept the mihd of Christ. Analyse 
of h reveal* three paints of paramount interest 
and importance:—

The nature of Christian unity—“That they all 
ma> be one.”

The nuxlel of Christian unit>—"A* Tiiou Father 
art in me and I in Thee, that they also may he 
one in us.”

Tlie purjHise of Christian unity—“That the 
world may believe that Thou has sent me”

nor does the Father act 
apart from the Son. In the work of redemption 
the ever-blPfsed and adorable Persons of the 
Trinity are one, and yet ' here is variety in their 
«qcration*. The Father plans, the Son executes, 
ami the Holy Spirit applies the benefit* of re- 
demotion. This unity In variety of operation i* 
the model the Church of Christ is called 
to imitate.

Charlottetown, P.E.I.

What Will It Matter ?

What will it matter in a little while 
Tliat for a day

We met and gave a word, a tou b, a smile, 
Upon the way ?

What will it matter whether Iwart* were brave 
And live** were true, 
you gave me the sympathy I crave,
A* I guve >ou?

These trifle»? Can it lie they make 
A human life!

Are souls as lightly waved as rushes are 
By levé or strife?

\ea! y eu! a look the fainting heart may break 
Or make it whole;

And just one wmnl, if said for love’s sweet sake 
May save a soul

The unity Ntween the Father and the Son is 
tin unity of life. They are one in es cnee. The 
unity of believer* with one another and with 
Christ is a unity of iquritual life-1 in Thee, Thou 
in Me, and they in us. True Chrwtian unity 
springs out of a birth from above, whieh make* 
a man a partaker of the life of God. The l»rd 
Jesus Christ, a* F. B. Meyer puts it in one of 
his helpful addressee, i* in the believer a* the 
sip is in tlie branch, as the blood i* in the heart, 
as the life is in the body; ami Hi* life permeat­
ing us all alike makes w. mit only one with Go«|, 
but one with all who believe, as t!ie Mood makes 
all tlie mendier* one and the sap tlie branch».

Yet again, the unity lietween the Father and 
the Son is the unity of belief. Father ami Son 
have lived together from eternity, but they have 
never differed in opinion, and never will. "That 
they also may be one, even as wt are one." Large 
latitude must lie given to difference of opinion 
unmng Christian* on minor questions, hut they 
must be unite:! in dinging with «logged tenacity 
to the fmlaunentail* of tlie faith once for all de- 
livered to the saints. “In thing* esBenti.il, unity; 
in thing* non-essential, liberty; and in all thing*, 

:i" ” Whatever variation* there may be in

1. The nat-ure of Christian unity is oneness, 
not sameness; unity, not uniformity. The unity 
Christ prayed for i* oneness, not sameness The 
latter is neither desirable nor practical. It :* 
contrary to the principle* that govern the opera 
Uions of God in nature and in grace. No two 
blade* of grant In the field, no two leaves on a 
tree, no two sheep n a hill, no two faces in a 
crowd, are identically alike. There is variety 
in the unity. Why, then, expect that all men’s 
mind* »hould run in the same groove, or dare 
to impose an Iron rule or a rigid creed in the 
attempt to produce uniformity on non-esaontial 
religious quwtion*? The expect»tioii* and the 
attempt are .dike folly. Wherever the experi­
ment ha* liven made it has proved a failure. The 
Emperor Charles V. nought by violent 
to make twenty millions of hi* subjects agree in 
their religious opinion*. He was vividly and for­
cibly taught Ills fully when, after he had retired 
to a monastery for peace ami meditation, he 
amused h.imwlf by constructing dock*, and 
fourni that with all his skill he could not make 
two clocks go exactly alike for any length of

Rev. F. B. Meyer call* attention to the fact 
that the Church of Rome sought to prove her- 
►elf the true Church by achieving 
of her OWn. It was an outward ami visible one­
ness in which all worshippers must use the name 
f«‘rmiflarie*, worship in the same posture*, and 
belong to the same evcliwi.ietlval system. Uni­
formity was pressed by sword and tire and tor­
ture. Just before the dawn of the Reformation 
it seemed to have strived «d. Eunqie repo-ax I in 
the monotony 
I’apacy. Whs 
ecclesiastical stagnation, and spiritual death. 
Herein lies an unanswerable conlemnation of the 
Roman Catholic rom-eption of the unity of the 
Church.

Any adequate conception of unity involves 
variety. Gut on yonder field is a limp <rf bricks. 
You say it is a unity, but In that you are mis­
taken. There is a uniformity of shape and size

That

Ian MacLaren's Drun t ichty.
measures

An account of a visit to the village which 
figures a* "Druintoclity" in the stories of lan 
Maidaren is giv«*n in 'Hie I hint,m. "In tlie 
tiny vestry which all reader* of Ian Madaren 
n.ay easily picture for themselves from minute 

unity «itscriiitioji," Niye bhe writer, “were two objects

Qcharity. •• imocr van .«mm* Lucre may 
crc-ed and forms of worship, there must he 
in unwavering adhesion to the ventral truths of 
the Gospel.
the formulation of a comprehensive creed, but

of interest of recent importation; one, a copy 
«rf ‘the Bonnie Brier Bush,' hearing the inucrip- 
tlon, ‘For the little vestry of the Free Church, 

we believe that the essential doctrinal unity of Drumtm-hty, from the author, who knew it
the ( hrwtian Church would at least go s far a* well;' the other, a visitors' book, started three
to demand aoruptaiu-e of this creed: “I believe yture ago, ami contusing the names of visitore
in the Ixml Jchus Christ, the Non of God and from .ill parts of England, S -otkuid and Wale*,
the Saviour of man. ’ That Christ is the Son of and even some from America. The village, 
God, and that there is a vital connection between known locally as "'Hie Feus,' consists mainly of
His death and the salvation of humanity, and « single row of low-built hou*e*, sltuattsl on tlie
the articles of a *tamling or a falling church, and high roud, with
must, then-fore, be imlispensable to the credal 
confession of uniteil ( 'luietendo-.n.

In view of the attunmem of the high ideal 
of unity taught by Christ and the dn-.iot nee I 
for concerted action on the [*ut of Christiana in

11 is always hazanlous to venture

a «menus*

gay little gardens in front, 
nflowers covered the weather-I*irge drooping su 

beaten walls, ami were only prevented in eolne 
instance» from straggling on to the road by the 
low stone wall which serves a* a h.tiling-place 

Of these houses the

of uniformity to the rules of the 
at was the result? Moral decay,

for neighborly gowtpe.
our day, we ought to bury the hatchet uf thealo- chief in rfnportance is the postofliee, where in

funner times Mrs. Robb was suppo*e«l to reign 
supreme, and with keen penetrati-m learn the 
contents «rf all letters | tawing through her hand*, 
aim sit before thL gk*l oontroverey, silence the war-dram of *cc 

tarlan strife, unfurl the blood-stained tanner cf 
the CVoHs, and cordially welcome as brethren an I 
fellow-soMier* all who believe in the divinity of 
Christ and His sole atoning sacrifice.

were opem-l by their in­
tended reviisent*.

__


