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rate in the United States, was as large as in Europe, or in any
part of the world. In round figures the States doubled their

IZnTi T. ,"^' "'""'' '''"'^' t-«^'ty-fivo yenrs. How is
It now ? Y.tal statistics are as yet too incomplete to base any
accurate calculation for all the States of the Union, but those of
Massachusetts and Rhode Island are most trustworthy, and aObrd
information that is appalling.

The registration reports for Rhode Island, which I have just
received from Dr. Snow, than whom no one is more competentBhow an immense ft^lling off in the birth-rate in that state, and'
leave but little room for conjecture as to the cause. Those of Mas-
sachu.vetts are equally significant; and were they not furnished
a« State Documents with all the weight of authority, I should notdare to allude to them.*

I fully admit the statement of Dr. Edward Jarvis that : " Mas-
sachusetts IS one of the most favoured states in the world for the
intelligence, at least of its native population, and for their thriftand wisdom in management." In the fifteen years preceding 1870
of the children born in the state only 13-91 per cent, died in their
first year-the smallest infantile mortality, excepting ^rway, inthe who e world. And when it is added th.t this mortality

'

'in-
c.udes the record of the foreigners, whose infant mortality was ina lai^^er ratio, as well as that of the native families whose infantW t ^.T T "" ^'""' '"'" '^''^" '•"« '''''''^< it may be seenhow devoted, how intelligent is the care of the New Englandmother of her infant.
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