
rnnndi.tn KifatiNticH fiiil to hIkiw th'it a sinKl<' |m)uiii1 uf huttrr wan
Hhippcd to (iri'ut Britain Hiiifc tlic first (»f .\i)ril lawt, hut tho ucn)iint« rHating
to trad*- and nuvifcation fur tin* Initcd KiiiKdmn rrt'dit 224 }H>unds of butter
an coming from Caniida during <'>t!:' t ninnlliM-ndti! NovcniltcrHO, 1912. ()f countc
shipnu-nti* to the Old Country do not rcpn-M'nt our total «'xp<»rt as there is a
reRulnr hufiness in tinned hutter from the Sliiritime I'rovinci .h to the West IntlieH

and a «|uantity of inferior liutter «o«s rejtuliirly to the I'nited States, hut wo
have to admit that the export of hutter fromt iinadH duriuK IU12 was thesmalient
sinee \Mi). We are :iI?*o confronted with the further and rather astonishinu
fact that our imports of hutter durin^t the pasT year luive greatly exceeded our
expiTt'. I'nder these e(mditions Canada mu I"' listed among the butter
importing countries of the worhl.

The figuri's in the fon jrning talde do not take !i< < ount of the stocks of cheese
on haml at the closed of the period in each year, but if we assume that they were
about the same at the end of Novefnlx-r last, as they were in Kill, the decrease
of 2>*,(MKI,(KM) pounds is the largest for several years and just double the deereaiw
of Mtll :is compareil with I'.Mt).

Ckkam Shipmkntk.

Tlie decrease in cream and ca-i<'in sliipments go together .is the casein is made
chiedy in cream shii)i)ing factories. No one wiio has the interest of the Cana-
dian dairying industry at heart will regret tln> decline in the export of eream.
Of course the factories ctiniiot lie bhimed for taking advantage of this outlet

when it gives them iK-ttir returns than can be got through the manufacture of
butter or cheese, but there is saiisfa<'tion in the fact that the state of our own
markets made this tra(h' U'ss attractive last season than it was in 1911.

TnK Ups and Downs ok thk Canadian Expokt of Butter.

.lust here it may be interesting to take a glance backward at the record of

the export of butter from this country. Small (|Uan1iiies were exported a.s

early as ISOO, but it was not ut- " the forties that a regular trade of any im-
ports. was estublisl ed. In tt nxr IS.'U) the (piantity exported was 1,319,-

920 pounds which was increased , 7,27,">,42() pound-; in IStiO. In 1868 the
exports had risen to 1(),()U(),IH)() jxiunds, and down to 1882 the quantity varied
from that fiy,ure to over 19,0t)0,(HH) punds annually, after which date it declined
rapidly until in lS9t) it was less than 2,()t)0,()()() pounds. This decline w.-.s partly
due to the expansion of tae chee.M'-making industry and partly to the relatively

poor reputation of Canadian butter abroad at that time.
( )ther countries had been making great advances in the art of butter making,

while little progress had been made down to that time in Canada; and further, our
storage and transportation facilities were inade(iuate for a successful export
trade in the face of the competition then existing. The advent of Australasian
butter on the British market about this time sup])lied more of the winter require-

ments with a freshly made article, and thus :;nadian stored butter found a very
poor demand at a corres]»ondingly low jirice. On the other hand Canadian
cheese was in favour, the price paid for it wasrelat' cly h.gh, and ctmsequently,
it gav«' better returns to th(> farmers. This encouraged the making of cheese.

In 1895 a move was made to j)rt>vide cold storage space on ships sailing

from Montreal, which together with the erection of mechanical cold storages

for holding the butter giive a new impetus to butter making in Canada. The
exi)orts again increasecl until the maximum of ;U,()00,000 pounds was reached
in 1903. Then began that era of n.arvellous expansion and increase of population
in Canada of which we have happily not yet seen the end, but which has already
so effectually checked the growth of our total foreign trade in dairy products.


